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der Apostelgeıst, der ZU Eroberungen drangt. .  hı vuole
11 fine, vuole mezz1l: orna dunque facıle concludere che, DCT
gjungere A quest‘ OcCccupazlone estens1iva, UCCOIIE aumentare gli
effettivı CTEATE ı1 clero indiıgeno.“ Aber TOLZ Mängel Personal
und Mıtteln haben dıie fruüuher nd jetz ansässıgen Miıssıonare
doch 1e1 ZU relig1ösen un kulturellen Hebung des Volkes bel-
getiragen. Zerstreut ber eın Land ohne Eısenbahnen, weıt VON-

einander entfernt, fast iImmer qauf Rıtt, erfüllen diıese ‚„„‚Chevalıers
du Chrıs W1e sS1e >  O,  enannt hat, eine gTOße Sendung un:
ZW ar unter einem ©: das selner körperlichen Tüchtig-
keıt und Intellıgenz großen olinungen berechtigt. 1US XI
e VOT einigen Jahren dem Leıter es Priestermissionsbundes
VO Frankreich: „Ich na Dokumente, 4aUus denen hervorgeht,
daß untier en Mıssıonen der Welt eine der interessantesten die
1SS10N 1m Basutoland ist ort gıbt eın Volk, das große
Fortschritt mac und gleichzeitig den Weg der Geistigkeit e1in-
schlägt un ZW ar S' daß INa  — für berufen halten kann, eıne
große untier den afrıkanıschen Völkern spielen.“‘

Religious Customs and eIr Bearing
the Maintenance and Growth O1 Religion

Von Trot. DDr Julian 5Sıgmar, ou en ndıana

Since Sumner’s work olkways  e“ the soclologısts make
certaın distinctions ONg the forces which produce CON-

formıty They SaV that arge part of OUT soc1ı1al er1ıtage consiısts
of tradıtiona attıtudes an anners 1C ATe centuries old
ese HEn called Folkways. par from them AaTe socılal habıts

which AT attachNe thıcal and ega values; they under the
caption of Mores hbecause they ıntend to rule the thıcal habıits
of the members of the communlıty. Soclety 1s lıkely tO wınk ql

Nısı tempestive GClero indigenae excolendo provideatur, iıstud accıdet ut
Missionarius, CU1US est paganıs Evangelium praedicare, ın communitate
quadam christiana sedem iingens, ceteros infideles fere derelinquat,
agnumqu CONVersS10N1Ss DU, catechistis concredat. At erus indıgena potest
ebeique, saltem in1ıt1io. opt1ımo aux1l10 S€ M1ss10nar10; qu1 inde magıs
expeditus unı]ıce vel fere uniıce dedicare poterıit qaltıssımae vocation], COIL-

vertendis scilicet infidelibus  .
Der ert. der vorliegenden Studie, Universitätsprofessor für all

gemeine Religionswissenschaft ın den Vereinigten Staaten untersucht ın
seinem Aufsatze die große Bedeutung des relig1ıösen Brauchtums für die
lebendige Relıgıion and relig1onsgeschichtlicher Beobachtungen Un Ver-
gleiche. Er bemuht sıch zunächst, dıe kaum übersehbare Fülle relig1öser
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violatıon of olkways, but ıf an individual trıes tO dısregard
the, he 15 consıdered dangerous to the pubhlıc.

Olkways an INOTES AT€ creatiıng IT form of habıts
which Sumner called 371 10 .. They are habıts grounded
ın the soclal structiure IC furnıshe the of puttın  a  o them
nto action. Here 18 example: ynchıng WwWOou be reckoned

the INOTES, ıle the Court procedure, SaV, 1n iryıng
murderer, the educatıonal System of the United States,
consıdered instıtution. 10 call, however, soclologısts
do, famıily, government, relıg10n, instıtution, 1S not seemly;
they rather belong ınto the N of STOUDS and communitıies.

It WOu be quite approprıate TO app1y Sumner’s termınology
to relig10us forces 1C operate uDONJN the indıyıdual; but
for logıcal TeE4ASONS prefer them under the 5
‚customs“, and shall Ir V to classıfy them into fOour specıes.
'T0 avo1d misunderstanding state that DYy rel1g10us cCustoms

all relıg10us practices which SOVern the priests’ and people  S
conduct, behavıor. an habıts of whorship nd of everence
towards G0Ood

Classifieation
In OUL aıly ıfe W practise INa V customs which have

relig10us Or1g1in, while others, seemıingly, aATe indıfferent. u
tor example, dıd not introduce, sugges(T, aAM V CUSLTLOMS
eXpressing rel1g10us ıdeas, hbecause th phılosophy o f
early Buddhısm 1Ss godless, w hıle the opposıte attıtude
v  S upheld In h ed The socı1al rules of the Koran
obviously Iry to materıalıze Allah’s reign egr Sımllarıly, the
arlıy hrıstiıan Church dıd her best tO ACCUSTLOM the newly
converted natıons to habıts which point heavenwards an intend
to conform OUT earthly exıistence to ONne hereafter. J1he nearly
sacerdotal character of the Roman Emperor 1s unmiıistakable

Übungen durch eine sachliche Klassifizıerung ordnen, indem S]Ie nach
ler Gesichtspunkten In Kreise aufgliedert. Er unterscheidet Bräuche, welche
durch Rıtual und Gesetz der Religionsgemeinde allgemein vorgeschrieben
Sınd; solche, die NUr okaler un partıkularer Bedeutung sınd; ferner
religiöse Übungen, die die profanen kte des täglıchen Lebens sakralısieren
un der relig1ösen Seele ihren Ursprung verdanken; endlich dıe relıgı1ösen
Betätigungen Sschlechthin, insofern S1e „‚Brauch‘“‘ geworden sind. Mıt ach-
druck wIird der Einfiluß betont, der Brauchtum auf den religıösen
Menschen übergreift In Hinsicht der Lebenskra und ırkung der elıgion.
uch dem Verständnis remder Religiosität erschließt das Brauchtum wert-
volle Wege. So erhellt seine edeutung uch für den Seelsorger und
Missionar. Näheres eindrucksvolles Belegmaterı1al SsSOWIl1e praktıische Hinweise
bringt eın weiterer Beitrag des gleichen ertf. 1m nächsten (Die Schriftl.)

Missionswissenschaft nd Religionswissenschaft. Jahrgan. A eit
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wıtiness O hıs intention. However ıf experlienced complete
change duriıng the reformatiıon, when people WEeItc told
to regard relıgıon entirely spirıtual and exclusıvely personal
affaır, to be elımınated from C1vIC 1ıfe NOW that put people in

perplexing posıtion. HOow Can A thoroughly relig10us ECrSünN feel
comfortable In envıronment, where an eXpression of relıg10us
ıdeas 1Ss consıdered Ouft of place” Naturally, people WT € lookıng
for substıitute of (10d CTVE ıt W1 q ]] devotion. Sınce the
reformers had aNnıshe G0od irom the markets an Treeis into
the seclusıon of prıvate chambers, people devoted their ıfe {o
commerc1al SUCCESS and IO the promotion of publıc welfare New
customs developed, seemmngly indıfferent to religion; effectively,
thev diverted the human mınd irom diviıne 1deas and, eventually,
became er10us impediment tOo relıg10us worldview. 'T‘he
Chriıstian representation of (10d Was replace by the „golden calf‘“
Thıs Ogus god orıginated the unattractıve Customs of OU present-
day epoc W e cannot regard them, therefore, A utterlyv
irrelıig1o0us.

PTODOSC to divıde relig10us cCustoms INn |

ass Ceremon1al CusiOmS,; en jJoıned
priests and 9a1l by the rıtual and Church laws for the cele-
bratıon of the divıne ServıcCe., the adminıistration of sacrament  S,
sacramentals, benedictions, NOVENAS, pilgrimages. We 1n them
931S0 am O0onNn$s 1 n d W eTeli0 belong the rıtes ohbserved
In slaughtering and preparıng the sacrific1ial anımal, rules for the
sacrıfice ıtself, the particıpation ın the sacrificlal meal. If
decıde to app1y umner’s terminology Can call them „instı-
tutıons". because they AT'C striıctly prescriıbed and upheld Dy the
full authorıity of the rel1g10uUs cult

9ass The )‚atholic Church has another specles of rıtes
which Call be consıdered independently from the class, because
their applicatıon 1S left IO the discretion of OCa authorities, and
they A used, outsıde oft the church difice 10 these
customs belong blessings and certaın processiıons, &*3
blessings of horses St George’s day, of the fields St Mark’’s
day, of pilgrıms, of houses, an of food eır ohservatıon 185 not

indispensable, an they ave thical values, wherever practised.
IThey be called ‚m or e€es“.

Pagans, non-Catholics, TEee ÖOr  OdOX Christians, however,
€  D  €n not IO NOW An YV distinction between ‚„‚mores‘ an „inst1-
utlons‘‘. atever CuUusSiOoms they have, such aTe oblıgatory IO
time an procedure. would mention examples: The hand
washıng of the Jews. when participating In funeral;: eatıng of
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Mazza rea qt the 9s tiıme:;: their ancıent pilgrımages LO the

holy CILy, the observatıon of the feast of tabernacles. T’he r'N

In QVE theır pilgrimages to alcutta an Bangkok, bathın  F
in the Ganges T1Vver. funerals by combustion stakes. Of the

rl In mention only IWO examples: In spring
an Tall, when sickness 1s consıdered most the 17 O-

sed LO pPutL ugly masks and tO hrough all the houses
öf the communıty shakıng EC1IT turtle-shell rattles to frıghten
A W’AV the invadıng spirıts of siıckness. IThe Huron P obser-
ved strictly another cCustom, eXpressing their respect for the dead
ou twelve9 there grea feast of the dead The
1€es of ql had pass AaWUAY durıng that per10d carrıed
DYy theır famıilıes, often Man y miıles, to burıal pıt, 1INe
with furs an other costly offerings, an hurı:ed them there wıth
—  '  reat solemni1ty

As ıt Was sa1d before., ıt 1S Vver v cdıfficult to classıfy pa
Customs al 1IrSs sıght PEEI1NS be folkway, turns Out
al institution. dependable LEA4SON of classıficatıon 1s the
of the mediciıne 111a  — performıng the rıte. But full certaımty COU
be achteved probably only during per10d of decline, when certaın
CUSIOMS AT C dropped SOONET than others, the presumption bemg
that Ose dropped first AUC bhut optiona Oolkways. whıiıle those
tenacıously preserved AT e institutions.

ass In the (&  16 Church,; however, olkways
AT € CasS y 118} distinguısh from hıgher class customs They ATe remote
from rıtual directions, theır or1ıgın being the Christian Ssoul. They
impart sacred purport EVCIM IO trıyıal actıvıtles, as eatıng, WOTL-

kıng, housıng, COMN1ON events amıly lıfe Strong faıth strıves,
VEeLIYV naturally, iO be „Jl1vıng faıt .. St Paul SaYVysS (Rom. L, 17
and Hebrew X, 38) and or1ginates sacTred habıts of ally ıfe
dereto belongs the uüÜse of holy water, when leavıng the ouSse
essing of the TEL before cutting ıt; DTAaVvVeELS unıting ql] members
of the famıly Iın the mornıing an qat nıg A eill as prayer>s
before the meals. Sacred CUSLILOMS ATrte connected wıth 1T“
baptısm, marrlage, an death In countrıies (Belgium the
churchgoers WeaLr partıcular garbs, distingulshıing them tO SCX,
matrımon1al state, an aSC kven the WaYy prıests AT dressing in
different countrIıes, an conversing ıth people, 1S dictated
by folkways than DYy law mOn MNOTE outstandıng tolk
WaYys MAaVy hbe mentioned the mountaın fires On ST{ John the Bap-
tist’s  or day an around the ule tide ınk that the uUusSe of A

rıtual Janguage In 4ase qalso MOTE CUSLOM and tradıtiıon than
10*
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O law The veneratıon 97 protection of guestis of
relig10us OT1g1N, AS 15 the selection of hıll LODS an mountaın peaks
for divyine SeTrVICE. ost of the olkways ATC handed OoOWnNn
followıng generations ıIn poetic and musıical form, thus enhancıng
their impressiveness.

ass In Jarger q 1l relig10us actıyıtiıes ATe€e ruled
DYy cCustom, far the Jayman’s vliewpomnt 18 concerned. T’he
time, length, ‚election of rel1g10us ervices 1s closely watched DYy
the people, an an decisive innovatıon, STl an Y abolıtion,
0a  U} resented. 1 hey objec even the removal of plcture, ıts
esthetic worthlessness notwıthstandıng. People ATE greatly puzzled,
when ONe pastor observes May- an October devotilons, 1le
another absolves himself from It; when ONe hurch has the Corpus
Christı procession, the sperges, the Holy Week devotions, an
another gets along wıthout ıt; 11 the prliests er ıIn the applicatıon
of (‚anon aW, hat really happens he esults ATre disastrous,
because the cCTroWw.d naturally favors rebellıon, and they eg1in
ou not only lıturgical rules, but the priıest's word iın general.

il Effectiveness, stability, an necessity of eustoms

Ceremon1es an relig10us customs spea eloquent language
to They AT€ the objectıvated intellect, because,
a  oug ımpersonal, they ATOUSE OUT ınkıng an compel us

follow theır guldance, rejec ıt They len r 1
an symbolize ın VerYy suggestive WaYV events

g01Ng In supernatural WOT ıth 10 ATe ın permanent
relatıon. T0 the sımple mınded they ubstıtute for O00

ın > but o the CULLUTE: mınd theyv offer
unexhaustible treasure of stimulatıng meditations As
hıstory eaches they are Inspırıng esthetic productiveness, callıng
for embellishments Dy POEeITY, MUSIC, an dramatıc impersonation.

As to 1 bı Y ıt 1s obvı1ous that the ceremonı1al
CUSIOMS, practised durıng the divyine ‚ET VICE an protected Dy the
hurch edıfice, ave the best chances of persistence. Some priests
heve that they uffice for the preservation of ruly Christijan
lıfe, which 1s fundamentally ıll hbe shown. Extramurali
CuUuStOmS, mentioned ıIn class 2 do not en JoV much
appreclation the cCeremon1les of class 1hey AT regarded,
sometimes, „„‚non-essentlal‘‘ and lıkely iO be dropped for an y
plausible 1245011 As tO the olkways, ıt must be stated that thev
do not eNJOY, of late, the patronage of the clergy they ave
enJoyed that of the MMN1ISS1IONATIES INn earher centurIies, w hen Chrı
stian olkways WEeTC encouraged, hbecause theyv brought home the
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meanıng of the dogmas the human mınd. Fortunately, customs
ATre not exclusıvely dependent the atronage of the clergy
ar SrOUPS ave oun them beneficıal. an they maiıintaın for
® continued appreclatıon, especlally INn settled COUNLITY, VCIl

if e1Ir day of alue has passed. Relig1ous Olkways aAaTe, SOMLEC-

times, eXpress1ion of the general outlook of epoch, ıt was

durıng the romantiıc per10d which W as ve fond of symbolism,
whıle the enlıghtment per10d was partıcularly Qdverse tOo rel1g10us
CUSTOMS, because of ıts antagonısm agaınst anythıng irrational.
Moreover, ql +hat time, Man y olkways had hbecome vo1ıld of theır
orıgınal meanıng, worthless mechanısm, conducive rather LO

superstition than edification. They ALC manıiıfestations of the

objectivated intellect only long AS e1ITr meanıng 15 not eitache
lost, from them, Ase they become useless rulns.

It 1S thıs writer’s opınıon that aqall classes of relıg10us CuUStOmMS
AT equally ıimportant for the preservatıon of lıving relıg10n,
that theyv A1L1€ religıon as the branches, leaves, aM
blossoms 4T'€e intregral parts of normal plan It 15 true., that
relıgıon 1s natter of man’s intellect But does that that
W Ca  en convert the world sımply Dy appealıng IO TE4SON In correcli,
logıcal argumentatıon ? Christ, when eachıng, adhered to the
rel1g10us notions of the Jews; he miınutely observed Jewısh
CUSTOMS., and dıd the apostles, always takıng paıns nstıll!
into them the doectrine of the redemption. hat W as

VEeEIV wı1sely an carefully done, and the missionarles QVeEe ollowed
their xample They CL tell us ou the qalmost invincıble resl-
stance of prımıtıves whose religıon 18 deeply interwoven ıth
habıts of dally lıfe an C1vIC events 'The worshiıp of ancestIOTrS,
an the rıtes observed In the cult of anımısm and fetishısm ave
prove: to be nearly unsurmountable obstacles to Christian
preachers. In the following the of relig10us CUSLOMS 15
to be elucidated by the example of the MmMI1ISsS sect lıving In the
nıted States.

;‚Wenn die eLLlunN; der Seelen und die Ausbreitung aer Nohltaten
der rlösun eın Werk ıst, dem alle Priester der teilnehmen,
bestimmt INa nıicht das el Merkmal der Missions-
tätıgkeıt miıt der Behauptung, daß S1€e ein fur dıe Rettung der Ungläubigen
unternommenes Werk sel Es ıst das eigene und wesentliche Ziel der
Mıssıon, ıne sichtbare, hierarchische und organıisıierte Kırche OTZU-

bereiten Dıiese andere Aufgabe hat Pıus C ıIn selinem unvergäng-
lichen Rundschreiben Rerum Ecclesiae formuhiert: Quorsum, 'uaeSUMUuS,
Sacrae Missiıiones pertinent, n1ıs] ut ın anta immensıitate locorum Ececlesia
Christı instituatur stabiliatur?“‘ (Alber Perbal I‚ Temleres
lecons de theologıe m1SsS1onNNalTe, Parıs 1937, 61 98—99.)
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