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Religious GCustoms and elr Bearing the
Maintenance and Growth 01 Religion’

Prof Dr uhan 5Sıgmar, Duquesne Uni1iversıity, Pıttsburg, Pa

Customs of the Amishmen
Ihey CAaMnNe to merica early 17102 and ettled q{ Hrst around

Harrısburg, Lancaster County, In Pennsylvanıa. Later 0 smaller
part Camne {0O Indiana, where they lıve around Miıddlebury, about

miıles Irom South end The Amiıshmen May not exceed 250) thou-
sands people In the ole Their 15 derıved Irom Jakoh Ammon,

SWISS, under whose leadership factıon seceded Iirom the Mennonites
ın 16953, hbecause O1 behef that the Church had become {00 progressive.

The Mennonites belong {O the anabaptısts whose miılıtant branch
under Jan Bockelsohn, called Johann Va  — Leyden, brought indescrıibable
calamıtyv ınto Westfalia. The O  er, peacable branch o1 anabaptısts has
been founded DYy Menno Simonis iın 1536 TOom theır incessant migrating
through q 1{ parts of southern Germany, 5Switzerland, Hungary, and
Poland, well through Friesland, Danemark, Gotland, nd ast
Prussia, We Ca conclude that ihey ave nOot heen avored DYy other
Protestant SeCTiIs 1owards the nd of the 17th century they decided
{O ver a 11 econnections wıth tottering world, 2301 follow the
example OT Abraham, the patrıarch, who left h1s natıve COUNLITY,
Chaldea, iın order tO SAaVC hıs faıth 1hey welcomed incıtations of
Katharıiına 11 %i Russl1a, anı of Frederick the Great of russ1ia tO settle
ın the vast eastern provınces of theır re1gns, an they endeared them-
selves the kıngs DYy theır SUCCECSS farmers an DYy their examplary,
honest, and irugal hfe Befifore leavıng Swiıtzerland for the American
wilderness, Jakoh Ammon trıed ard to cConvınce his contemporarl1es
that only the return the sımple lıfe of the Patriarchs could SAaVC
mankınd Irom losing the achlıevements of redemption. When he aıled,
he resorted LO the principle of defeating the world DYy deserting 1t.
Jakoh Ammon’s i1deas about the following:

Sıehe dıe Ausführungen des gleichen ert. uber dasselbe Thema in
eft der Viermonatsschrift füur Missionsw. und Relig10nsw. Jen dort enft-
wickelten mehr grundsätzlichen Überlegungen folgen hier wertvolle geschicht-

In ersierer Be-liıche Belege und praktische Hınwelse {ur dıe Mısslıonare.
ziıehung weıist der ert. hın qauf interessante Beobachtungen über das religı1öse
Brauchtum Del en „Amıshmen‘“. Jurch konsequentes, unbeugsames Fest-
halten an en Lebensgewohnheiten der Vergangenheit, owohl 1N sozlaler
un: wirtschaftlıcher WI1e kultureller Hinsıicht elan ihnen, Jahrhunderte
hıindurch inmiıtten einer O:  anz andern, modernen und fortschrittlichen Welt
ihre rel1g1öse ıgenart der gerıngen Zahl der Bekenner unversehrt D
erhalilten. In der praktischen Schlußfolgerung fuüur 1ssionare und Seelsorger
betont der Verf aa die Religion en ganzen Menschen durchdringt und
darum uch 1m Werk und Brauchtum sıch einen USdTUC. chafiift Dieses
Brauchtum ist nach dem erTtT: der beste Nährboden und Schutz der Religion.
arum bietet sich der Mıssıon ıne esonders günstige Gelegenheit dar,
WEeNnn da  5 heidnische Brauchtum zerfällt, W1€e nach der Völker-
wanderung, 1m heutigen China USW. erftf ordert ıne Neuorientierung der
Seelsorge unter dem entwickelten Gesichtspunkte. Die Schriftw.
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ecause the world in which W live always W as, aMı will be,
inımıcal LO the doctrine of Jesus Christ, ıts achlievements of
eivilızatıon should be guarded against and Ven repudlated IOr the
benefit 01 the Taıthfiul
Farming 15 the vocatıon OT Man, most congenlal h1s nature,
affording hım al opportunities to exXxercıse hıs virtues, an thus
tO make SsSul hıs salvatıon.
LThe preacher, Miniıster of the gospel, must De farmer hımself,
lest he ylelds the temptatıion tOo become parasite and, eventually,

tyrant %i the communıty.
T° perfection of human nature and, for that matter, of mankınd
ın general, 15 the Chrıstian marrlage.
Chrıstian marriage (  — attaın 1ts PUurpose only under A strong
authorıity, vested 1ın the father o1 the famıly. Wiıfe and chıldren
Ali’e In unqualified subject the Tather The children
AT relhesed Iirom ıt when leavıng the father house be marrıed
themselves.
IThe patrıarchal system 15 be observed also ıIn communı1ty lıte
Siıince the CroOWd cannot be kept tOo the observance an practice
of Christian virtues Dy persuasıon only, law must De enforced.
Forms and habıts ol lıfe mMUuSst wıth the teneis of Christian
doectrine. Customs which EXDTECSS them adequately, oug tOo be
observed strıctly. „Honor the CUSTIOMS of VOUF ancestors.“” Man
betrays hıs attıtude DYy the WaYy he cCarrıes, behaves, and .dresses
himself. Therefore, Christian should not ndulge in the worldly
pleasure of changın fashıons the suggestion of barbers and
taılors.
Ihe Amishmen attracted public attention recently, February 1937,

when they drove Out s1t down strıkers who reiused work ın dairıes
for wage, which the Amıshmen found quite sufficient. However 11
W 9aSs not much the Hinancıal sıde o1 the problem that provoked the
Amiıshmen tOo Nght, but the destruction of milk that had to bDe poured
out, becrause men LOO greedy, Ö t00 lazy, LO uUSe 1t accordıing
od’s wıll Shortly afterwards, the Amish GTD compelled tOo OPPOSC
Ven the Government, because it trıed LO ımpose them (0)881% blessings
of civilization which the Amish do not appreclate without diserim1-
nation. Schools ATr A fine institution, they SaYy, but when child 15
SUuppOose LO spend ın schoo| INOTe than eight VCAaFrS, that 15 rıvıng things
LOO Iar 11 certaınly alıenates the children Irom the patrıarchal style of
theır tolks hat W aSs, aTt least, the opınıon of Aaron Kıing, TFrOSPeEFrOUS
farmer of Honey Brook, Penna.,, wh preferred SO {O Jal rather than
LO Day BL and 5.40 fine for violatıng state lJaw requirıng qa ll
children under a tO attend school. Kıng told hıs school hboard
he teared educatiıon sSuch large scale would ahlıenate his au  er
Rebecca Irom her people, impartiıng her nothing Dut worldly knowledge.

As mentioned before, they H1 lıving in Pennsylvanıla an Indiana.
Their barns wıth overhangıng sections ave not the archiıtecture OT most
American barns; houses, neat ä COmMDacCtT, stand closely together
NarrOoW, well-swepted siıdewalks; the resıdents, quiet and devout, dress
ıIn dıfferent WaVY, follow customs that dıffer from most Customs ın
merica. Their prayers and hymns which belong {O the early days of
the Reformation AL E still unchanged ın melody and rhythm. Male
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members O1 the Sect Droad brimmed ats NF theıir SQUAFC Cut
haırs In addıtion, alter m they STOW heavy beards but the

lıp shaved Thev despise buttons worldly invention of taılors
for Valn people, theıir dresses ave hooks and CYVYCS instead 1T W as
111 the Liime OT Jakob Ammon The hlack bonnets and plaın
woolen skırts O1 black blue color They know that theır strange
fashıons distinguısh them Irom other people, NaY, alıenates them, an
they lıke 11

Wıth Quakers an Adventists wıth whom they share the strıctly
spiırıtualıstie princıple O1 relıgıon they belleve that WAar and miılıtary
SE VAGE ATC oreign tOo the doectrine of Christ they aVve managed C-
NOW, tO be excused Irom duty durıng the world WAar Insurances agaınst
siıckness, death fire, lıghtenıng, and tornados ATr C aboo, because they 4T €

regarde agaınst the spiırıt o1 Chriıstian l10ve, the sreedy an
1azy Irom helping h1Ss ne1ghbour distress Lhe NI a} AI thwart-
ing od’s plan to make raclıse nel  ourly Jove, therefore the
Amıshmen SCcEe LO ıL that brother not iorsaken when bad luck
AÄASs Jogical ONSCYUCNCE they disapprove O1 governmental subsıdies
1UYy Jegıslatıon, and borrowıng polıcıes although they dutifully DaYy
the taxes IOr soclal Cu  y and Old Aage

Technıcal CONtLraptıions lıkely tO disaccustom people Irom labor ‚111
the sSsweat of theır brows‘“‘ (gen 111 19) ATe rowned al 1Lheır Bıshop
Bontreger Miıddlebury, Ind wh n h1s lıyelıhood Irom farmıng

anybody does ng the Amıshmen, explaıns that modern invenuons
make ıT diffcult tO keep wordliness iIirom crowding D them „We
iorego modern thıngs LO protect OUTr folks Irom 1O  3 spirıtual
infiuences We find nothing sınful the use of automoDbiles, mot.ıon
pıcliures, an radlo, particularly not the rst LWO, but they tend
make the generatıon worldly, and OUFr church seeks
converts, ıl must maıntaın old upOonN 1{s people 11 1{
SUrvıve“

Ihe iume, when au  er should Y>, determıned DYy her
father, who, aiter q{ must about her dowry When he thinks
the i1me has Ome he paınts the doors ol h1ıs house blue, whereupon
the DOys drop DYy chance, to gel discreet information Romances,
and Nirting wıthout SCT1IO0OUS ıntentions, however ATUC nOot all1l0We: thus
the full INOON beautiful nıghts has charm Amıshmen
It theıir tradıition that INeEN and should Marry, when
harvesting done and the wınter approaches. Ihe partıcıpants i
the wedding age, then, that dates back tOo the tiıme,
when their sect W as iounded.

h1s M  9 a  ou estive character performed only
the of Amish tolk Outsıders are not allowed LO attend

an photographers carefully kept AWAY What got LO know about
based rumorSs, not disavowed though Dy the Amiıshmen The Cere-

ON1€eS fill A all-day program artın the early MOrNINS wıth SCI -
INONS an prayerS one of the farmhouses After the tormalıties AT
OVEerT, al 1HNEeN but the Dbrıdegroom leave fior outdoor a  9 while the

PFrFreDare the wedding meal Later; the brıidegroom cheered
and se1zed Dy the unmarrı]ıed iNnen WFollowıing iime honored Custom,

Bontreger’s INLerv1IeW, News Times end May 1937
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he 15 then L1fted VvVer the barnyard fence {O the waltıng TINS OT the
marrıed INCN, gesture signıflyıng that he has passed the sıngle stiate
of lıtfe for ‚Ver.

Ihe bırth OT chıld 1Ss announced DYy spreading cloth NOr the
fence, varyıng In color accordıng to the chıld’s SA At the LTamıly table

well In the church the ATr sıtting separated Irom the MenNn,
the tather presiding. Hospitalıity 1S gladly rendered and the ues Ca  — StayJong he eecs iit During hıs stay the 1S reated lıke member
of the Tamily, according reports Irom students who ave been hıkıng
durıng theır SOmMmMmMer vacatıon.

Ihe school problem SeCcINS the Amıiısh unabated. In ast
Lampeter, Penna., the government intended to bu1ild Ne school house
wıth PW un  S, lıttle Out OT town though, but attractive. Ihe chiıldren
of several hamlets would ave {O walk VETIYV Lar the government
ofiered specılal bus for the transportation. hat aroused the oppostion
of the Amishmen for than on  (D TCasSsOonNn. In the rst place, they
dıd not want an Y PW. Tunds Irom the government, borrowing
€  and accepting gıfts 15 agaınst their cCustoms. In the second place, the

ul  ıng W as LO he far out of town that the chıldren really
would ave LO uUse the bus oOwever they want their chıldren walk

school. So important W as the 1sSsue that they sent delegatıon
W ashington tO ask the surprised PW oifcıals take back the 200
alloted tfor the school projJect, and not tO oOperate OmMN1ıDuUS TOr the
chıldren. For the Tst time In their lıfe, four Amishmen went the
Natıon’s capıtal, and there they Sal ın the COUFT: bearded, and dressed
ın iIrue Amıiısh Iashıon, wıth theıir w1de-brimmed, low-erowned black
ats theır knees, whıiıle the lawyers argued the technical aspect of
the ase Amıshman o0ok spoke „Borrowing INONECY and accepting

IS agaınst OUr traditions. We do not rıde In automobiles, an 1t 15
agaınst OUu  —_- wıshes that OU.  e children rıde tO school iın omnıbuses. Ihey
AIr O1n LO STOW into farmers, Lıke theıir athers and torefathers
dıd before them, and they wiıll need strong legs We want them to walk
ast Lampeter 1S probably the only political subdıvısıon Iın the United
States which has publie debt, whose residents have unpald,
an who want nothing Irom the government. But wish inter-
ference wıth OUu  — princıples, when ea OUr children how
practise them “ 3 AÄAs matter of fact, NONe i the Amishmen of Lan-
caster County has gone the County’s welfare rolls, an they ave
steadily refused {tO take Kederal farm a1ld.

simiılar school ase appene October 1937 in 5Smoketown, Penna.,
where Amıiısh obacco SrOWers called (0vernor George Eiarle ın
appeal to return the tien lıttle re schoolhouses which WerTre replaced,
by Ne Building. lhey resorted Doykotting OT the HE school
when ıt W as opened. It has electric1ıty and radıo, an the Amish
orbıds such worldly innovatıons LO which their chıldren were O be
accustomed; it W as Duilt wıth borrowed Federal relıef funds

Consequences ior Missionary Work
en comparatıvely sSma number of M1Ss famılies 1S

capable to their belief and world-outlook successfully
Pathfinder, Washington, G: prı 1937
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for I1NOTEe than L[WO hundred rowıng rather thafi losıng
1n membershi1p, ıt g1ves the theologıjans somethıng to 1n
ou eTre 15 oOu. that the Amıshmen QVe maiıintaiıned
theır hold on the people Dy minutely adhering tO the customs
and olkways, ald OWN DYy theır founders. hat 15 eloquen

of the W of rel1g10us CUSLIOMS, an: ıf remiıinds us,
ONCe agaın, of the truısm IC NOW well, but faıl to
remember: Religion 15 not only qaffaır of the intellect, NOT,
only of the heart (Feelings), but ıt takes into its SETVICE all
faculthies of INa hıs Ole personalıty, and permeates, ıf Irue
religıon, bhıt of hıs nature Hence its effic1enCcy In creating
forms of behavıor. habıts, CUSTOMATY functions, the eXPression
of inner rel1g10us experiences.

It 1S, therefore, imperatıve to apprec1ate an tOo favor the
development of rellg10uUs olkways an cCustom's

Human nature ollows huft ıts esthetic-rel1g10us instincts
when formıng CUSLOMS; ıf not guıde and enccuraged in o1ng
5 people ATe€e oOun tO aStray, C tO ndulge in secrei,
superstit1ious Cu

We ATe en told that hıgh Standar of culture 15
incompatible ıth rel1g10uUs worldview, an that we CUILUTE
people follow alwavs the easlest relıgion. hat IMECV be S ıf
WE mistake eivilization ıth culture: havıe quite crowd of
hıghly civiılized Pasans around But ıth regard to genuine
culture the statement 1s alse The early Church ohbserved untıl
to the 12th century VeLYV CVEeTe pen1ıtentia practice originating
qustere relig10us CUSLOMS, an the CUlLUTEe world did not mınd
1t In fact, the Church Conquered the ole CUlLuUure socı1ety of
OSe times. hat che 15 kınd of unattractiıve, since the refor-
matıon, 1S somethıing should In ILLOTE about

We ATE etting preittiv DOOT ıIn g0o0d and appealıng relh-
S10US customs, probably because do nothıng tOo buıld them

Durıng the reformatıion. Christian olkwavs uffered theır
first discomfiture. Another defeat followed during the neıght-
ment Der10d, when A confession of 9l In publıc Was regarde:
backwardness. We ST1 ave thıs inferlor1ıty complex, an AT®e

quite UN4aWaTe of how much relıg1on has suffered, when
retireated ınto the wa of the Church, confinıng OUT relıg10s1ty
tO hearıng Mass Sundays and, for the resl, resorting
inadequatelv, tOo the ..  eX operato” doctrine (_ sacraments
ave effic1enCcy in themselves - oSse who beheve that
Can propagafte relıgion by merely eaching catechısm an
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admınıstrating sacraments unwiıttingly T1 1n the wake f
ratıonalism.

Gertain mM1sSs1onary eXperlences in ina, apan, and in
countries following the TEeE OTr  OdOX an Mohammedan helıef

tOo suggest that the Christian relıgıon does not prevaıl
pa Customs when deeply interwoven wıth C1V1IC an

polıtical ıfe On the other hand, the unprecedented growth of
the Church after the per10d 1C call the migration of
natıons, ıIn the 5th CENLUTY, teaches that it W as the reakdown
Öf pa Customs durıng the general commotion that opened
the road for Christian al Of COUTSC, the Church Was, ql
those tımes, VerIy iNgeN10US ın forming rel1g10us customs an
chrıistening Oolkways. It Ca be expected, therefore, that,
when the present In ına, hand In hand ıth COomMUuUNn1lsSm,
wrill] ave had oblıterated the Pa siructure of the nathons
cConcerned, Christianity ı11 have great future eTrTEe

What 15 M1SS10NATY work, after qall? Is ıt distinet Iirom
pastoratiıon in civilızed countrıies? 1t 15 IE understand
pastoration a the CarTre for only DIOUS people wh ook for theır
edification and perfection exclusively. But the maJority of people

whom W I aAaTe lıying AT NCO-DAasans. Dıid Christ xclude
them, when entrusting the HT wıth the mission of the whole
world? It 15 OUT duty to CATe for the NeCO-DAaASANSs eIl If
the present forms of OUT pastoratıon do nOot permit thıs,

ave to alter em ere 15 real distinction between
the work AMONS uncivilized and eiyvıilized PasSsans, Dastior
1Ss M1ISSIONATY. he only distinction hes ın the Jli1eren degree
of culture of the people to be converted. To0oo long ave
arrıed In acknowledging OUT duty, to adap (J’-IET WAaYSsS an

of pastoratıon to the eve of culture ON which the people
whom approach AT lıving. Therefore OUT pastoration has
become unattractive. reconstiruction an rebuilding of OUT

pas org theory 18 indispensible.

AUN em  O, specıalmente nell’ merica del sud, prevaleva 11 metodo
M1SS10NAaTIO dı assımılazıone Ouesto metodo NO S1 se  S DIU; ne
avrebbe alcuna probabilitä dı DTESSO musulmanı. Ora prevale 11
metodo dı adattamento; adattamento, S1 intende, dı r  ‚m che CC1-
dentale ed aA4CCESSOT10 9 religione, salvı SUO1 PrinNcC1pI teologıcı, moralı

gerarchicı. antıco metodo ımperlalista fa lu0ogo ql metodo AaDOS-stolico, che mira costituire la Chiesa ıindigena."”” Celso Costantini ın
1{1 Pensiero MissionarI10o, Rom 1938 119/20


