
ERKLARUNG DER SUÜDAFRIKANISCHEN
BER DIE APARTHEID

Im folgenden brıingen I1LT den vollen worilaut der Erklärung, wélahe dıe
südafrıkanischen Bıschöfe nach ıhrer vorjährıgen Plenarkonferenz i} Julı ab-
gegeben haben. Der ext Lanım(t aAus T’HE SOUTHERN CROSS (36, 1957 Vvom
FL} Julı E dıe Auszeichnungen durch Kurszusatz sınd VOon der Redaktıon.

In 1952 the Catholic bıshops of South Afriıca issued statement LACC rela-
tions hıch emphasised the vıl of colour disceriımınatıon and the in justices
hıch flow from ıt his statemen maıntaıined that non-Europeans 1n South
Alrıca had strıct rıght ın zustıce evolve OWAaTdsS full bartıcıpatıon ın the
polıtıcal, PCONOMALC an cultural Iıfe of the COUNLTY. It pointed out, however,
t  n  at thiıs evolution could nOt take olace unless the people concerned made their
O W: V1gOrOuUs contriıbution towards hıttıng themselves for the exXxercıse of full
cıtızenshı1p.

Five have gone by SINCE this statement W 4S issued. During that time
there has een change of diırection 1n South Irica’s racıal policy. Rather,
the old policy of segregatıon, responsible in large for the socjal pat-
tern of the COUNITY, has under the Name of apartheıd receıved clearer defini-
tıcn and INOTEC precıse applıcatıon. Apartheıd 15 officıally held to be the only
possible ormula for South frıca s mixed soclety. Integration 15 consıdered
unthinkable and partıtıon into separate states impracticable.

'The basıc prıincıple of apartheıd 15 the preservatıon of hat 15 called white
civılızatıon. his 15 identified ıth white SUPTEMACY, which the en ]JoYy-
ment Dy whıte IN  ; only of full polıtical, soclal, eCONOMIC an cultural rights.
Persons of other TACC must be satıshed ıth hat the whıiıte In judges Can be
conceded to them without endangering hı1s prıivıleged posıtıon. Whiıte SUDTC-
MAaCYy 15 absoluüute. It Overrıdes justice. It transcends the teachıng of Christ.
It 15 PUrpOSC dwarfing other PUurpOSC, end justifyıng an Yy

Apartheıd 15 sometımes described separate development, term hıch
suggests that under apartheıd different AT gıven the opportunity of DU -
suıng their respectıve an distinctive socıal an cultural evolutions. It 1S argued
that only 1in this manner 111 these be domg the 111 of God, Jending
themselves to the fulfilment of Hıs providentıial designs.

'The contention sounds plausiıble long overlook ımportant quali-
fication, namely, that separate development IS subordinate to white SUPTEINACY.
'The white Ina makes himself the agen of God’s 111 an the interpreter of
His providence 1n assıgnıng the N nd determinıng the bounds of 1HODN-
whıiıte development. One tremDles at the blasphemy of thus attrıbutıng fO G(God
the offences agaınst charıty an Justice that aTE apartheıd's NECESSATY OM-

panıment.
It 15 S1inN tO humiliate Nes fellow man. There 15 In each human CTSON,

by God’s creatıon, dignity inseparably connected ıth hıs qualıity of ratiıonal
and free being. hıs dignity has een ımmeasurably enhanced by the mystery
of OUr redemption. In the words of St Peter ATC „d chosen TaCCl, royal



priesthood, consecrated nation“ (1 etrI 9) Christ Himselfhas saıd:
A have called yOou friends“* (John 15)

No ma  —_ has the rıght to despise hat God has honoured, to belıttle O!  (D
whom Christ has called friend, LO brand tellow INa  I ıth the stıgma of
ınborn inferliorıty. It ist ınsult human dıgnıty, ur upon Od’s noble
work of creatıon Aan! redemption.

Christ has warned agamst inflicting such an y INnd  - who
SaysS Raca to hıs brother must AUSWET for it before the Councıil an anı y INa  -

who SaVyS hıs brother, hou ftool must 4aDSWEeTr for it hell fire (Matth V 22)
From thıs fundamental vıl of apartheıd How the innumerable offences agaınst

charity and Justıce that ATC ıfs inevıtable CONSCYHUCHNCC, for IN  - must be hurt
an ınjustıce must be one when the practıce of disceriımınatıion enthroned
A the SUPTCME princıple of the welfare of the state, the ultımate law firom
hıch all other laws derive

hıs condemnatıon of the princıple of apartheıd something intrinsıcally
vıl does not ımply that perfect equalıty Cd  — be established South Afrıca by

stroke of the pDCH There nothıng INOTEC obvıous than the exXxıstence of pPTrO-
tound differences between sect10ns of UUr populatıon hıch make immediate
total ıntegration ıimpossible People cannot chare fully the SAdINC polıitical
an instıtutions untiıl culturally they have grea deal COMIMNON

All socıial change must be gradual ıf 1{ 15 not be disastrous Nor it
just tor state to make PTOV1510D 1ts law an admıiıniıstration for the dıf-
f{erences that do eXist state must promote the ell being of all ıts Cit1zenNns
I SOTINC FrEQUITE specıal protection IT must be accorded

{t would be unreasonable, therefore, to condemn indiıscrıimınately all South
Alrıcan differential legislatıon Lt would be unfair to dısparage the
provıded for less advanced sect10ns of the populatıon and the noble an ded1-
cated abours of INanıy public officials theır behalf

Many who suffer under the sting of apartheıd find 1t hard accept counsels
of moderatıon Embittered by insult and firustration, they distrust an y polıcy
that involves gradual change Revolution not evolutıon their slogan IThey
Ca  - SCC redress only the AWAaY of V  y ditference an the 111INC-
dıate extensıon of tull cıvıl rights to all

They do not StOp to contemplate the contfusion that 11l the collapse
of all publıc order, the complete dissolution of socıety an perhaps their OW.:

rapıd destruction il the holocaust hiıs partıcularly true of those who find
atheistic Communism the ınspıratıon of their present SEr1ViINg an their hope

for the future
gradual change 1t must be gradual for other kınd ot change COMN1-

patıble ıth the maıntenance of order, wiıthout hıch there socıety,
government jJustıce, COININON good

But change must COINC, for otherwise OUTr Couniry faces dısastrous future
hat change could be inıtiated iımmediately ıf the ingenu1ty an CHNCTISY 110

expended apartheid WEeETC devoted to makıng South Africa happy COUNLrYy
tor all ıfs cCıtızens The tıme short The need urgent TIhose penalısed by
apartheid mMust be J} concrete evıdence of the change before ıt t00O late

hıs involves the elaboration of sensıible and zust polıcy enablıng an Y
DCrson, iırrespectıve of raCce, to qualify for the enjoymen of full cıvıl rights
To achieve thıs 111 undoubtedly take statesmanship of high order, tor the
dıf{ficulties ATrc not to be mıinımiısed it Casy matter dispel fears an
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prejudıces an introduce CaSures contrary O the INaın trends and customs
of the past.

Obviously South Afrıcan Government Ca  ; attempt such change wiıthout
the consent of the White cıtızens. On theır choulders lıes squarely the burden
of responsibıility Let them CXAUamMmıine theır CONSCIENCEC the lıght of Christ’
teachıng

Let them read Nn the words of the Master have NECW commandment
to SIVC YOUMU, that yOUu dIC to love ON another, that yOUr love for ONC another

tO be lıke the love have borne you The mark by hıch all 199181 311 NOW
you for My dıscıples 111 be the love yOou ear for ONM  D another John X I1
24 35)

ÄAre not makıng mockery of Christianıty by proclaımıng ourselves
Christian natıon an polıcy contrary to these words of Christ?
T OUT beloved Catholic people of White TaCCl, have specıal word

LO SaV
I he practıce of segregatıon though officially not recognized O'  - churches,

characterizes, nevertheless, MAanYy of UT church socıeties, OUT schools, SCIMNINAT1ICS,
Convents, hospitals an the socıal lıfe of OUT people In the lıght of Christ’'s
teaching this cannot be tolerated for ALST: The tıme has COTINC to PUTrSUuC INOTEG

vigorously the change of heart an practıce that the law of Christ demands.
We ATrec hypocrıtes if condemn apartheıd ı South Afrıcan socıety an COMN-
one 1t OUTr Wn instıtutions.

hıs O0€Ss not INCAan that Ca  ; easıly dısregard all dıfferences of mentalıty,
cCondıtion, language and socıal cCcustom The Church does not enforce human
assocı1atıons that because for these differences, Ca  - produce good She
understands that the spırıtual welfare o1i her children cannot be fostered
socıal atmosphere wholly alıen an uncongenıal

But the Christian duty 1LCINa11ls of seeking to unıte rather than separate, tO
dissolve dıtfferences rather than perpetuafte them different colour Ca  - be
1Cason for separatıon when culture, CuSstoOm, socıal condıtion an above all
CUTININON faıth anı COTININON love of Christ ımpel towards UunıtLy

We YIVC CXPTCSS101 tOo these observatıons the knowledge that the faıth an
charıty oft OUT people 111 Pprompt truly Christian consıderation of them an

due COUTSC, behavıour full conformity ıth the teachıng of OUT Saviour
We ave TCAasSson tor thıs conftidence because have before OUr CYCS
grea proof of the loyalty and generosıty of OUT people the magnifıicent
rCS  ONSC tOo the Catholic Biıshops Campaign for Mission Schools and Seminaries

To al White South Africans dırect earnest plea tOo consıder carefully
hat apartheıd INCAaNs, 1fs vıl an nt1ı Christian character, the ınjustıces that
flow from 1T the resentment an: bıtterness it ATOUSCS, the harvest of disaster
that 1t must produce the Country all love much

We cannot faıl to CXDTESS OUr admiration tor the splendid work done
\  n quarters to lessen prejudice, promote understandıng an unıty an help
South Africa along that path of harmony an operatıon hıch the only
ONE dıictated by wısdom an Justıce

On the other hand WE deeply regret that 1t st11] thought NECCSSATY to ad
LO the volume of restrıictıve anı OPPTESSIVC legislatıon order to reduce CONN-
Aacts between Varı0us ZTrOUDS to inhuman an! unnatural 1011NUMM

We pray God that mınds may be enlightened to SCC the truth without
regard to the prejudiıces and hearts encouraged to act of the past It 111 take



sacrifice. Yet sacrılıce need not deter us whose forefathers have left the
heritage of their bravery.

The PUrDOSC before NO 15 ONCof the noblest Causcs could embraée:
the Triumph of CG‚hrıst 1n O27 country's Iaws and CUSLOMS, in the spirıt of that
hope recently expressed Dy Hıs Holiness Pope Pıus XIT Athat task of COMN-

structive collaboratıon mMay be carrıed out ın Africa: collaboratıon free of
prejudıces an mutual sensıtıiveness, preserved from the seductıons and stFr1C-
tures of false nationalısm, an capable of extendıng to people rıch ın FrESOUTCES

an tuture the tirue values of Chrıstian civilizatıon hıch have already borne
mMan y fruıts ın other continents.“

LOWENER MISS  ISC D7 230 AU!  Q 1957

Eıne festgegrundete Iradıt:ıon, ber auch eın überaus wichtiges I hema führ-
ten twa 2950 Teilnehmer (von ıhnen wenıgstens eın Viertel Schwestern) 1n das
altehrwürdige Maria-Theresia-Kolleg der Owener Unıiversitat fur dıe 27 Mıiıs-
siologısche Woche N. Das Hauptthema autete: Der Kommunısmus un!
die Missıonen, der besser gesagt: Der Kommunısmus In den Missionsländern;:
denn der Zusammenhang zwiıschen beiden Extremen, dıe Rückwirkung der Mis-
S10N auf dıe Bedrohung des Kommunısmus wurde 1Ur vorübergehend heran-
PEZOSHCN; 1im Zukunftsbild, das Schlufß gezeıgt wurde, wurden Rück-
schlüsse auf dıe gegenwartıge Missionsmethode überflüssıg genannt, i{wa 1mM
Sınne: Wiır haben VO Kommunısmus nıchts erlernen. Gewiß ine bedauer-
liche Voreingenommenheıt!

Im Referat des Generalsekretärs Masson 5 ] wurde dıe NEeUC Miss1ıons-
lage . charakterısıert als dıe Stunde des autochthonen Elementes und als dıe
Phase der Dienstbarkeıt: „Partnership 1in Obedience“ w1e der Wahlspruch
des „International Mıssıon ouncıl“ seıit dem etzten Krieg lautet, „Begegnung
uber die renzen“ W1e€e das 'Thema des Pax-Romana-Kongresses ın Angers
1n dıiesem Jahre heißt. Am Anfang gab der Dozent der Owener Uni-
versıtat, Ladriere, einen geschichtlıchen Überblick uber den marxistı-
schen Gedanken. Bıgo S] der Direktor der „Actıon Populaire” (Paris),
koanfrontierte drıtten JTage für die Teilnehmer AUS eıgener Erfahrung den
OMMUN1ISMUS mıt dem cQhristlichen (GGewissen. Es War 1ıne grundlegende Aus-
einandersetzung miıt der Ideologıe und der modernen Mentalıtat des Kom-
inunısmus. Im Verlaute der Tagung wurde der Stand der kommunistischen
Bewegung iın den einzelnen Missionsländern erortert: ın Öst-, West-, Zentral-
(Kamerun, Sudan und Kongo) und Südafrika, Madagascar, Syrien, (C'hına

OFM und der Scheutvelder un gaben eindrucksvolle
Schilderungen des kommunistischen Terrors), Japan (P Jos Spae GICM,
Generalsekretär des „Commiuittee of the Apostolate” In Japan, gab e1in schönes
Referat), Vıetnam, Indonesı:en Koendjono S] behandelte die aktuelle
Sıtuation nach dem kommunistischen diege be1ı der Provinzwahl auf Java),
Pakistan un! Indıen.


