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By NO Christians have, chieifly through the influence of theıir educa-
tiıonal institutions and hospitals, become accepte part of Indian
society. When ONC remembers the problems that confronted Christian
evangelısts 1n the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 0)81  D 15 able to
apprecıate the magnıtude of the change that thıs implıes ın the country's
outlook. But there st1l1 remaıns the essential ask of convıncıng India that
it 1S plan to unıte all IN  - 1ın divine fellowship through Jesus
Christ. The degree of dedication hıch OUTr INCN and bring
LO this task 11l be INCAaSUTC of how earnest theır OW. relig10us
convıction 15.

On the 0)81 hand thıs SUTVCY provıdes sad glımpse ere and there of
how divisıons Christians 1n the past, but the other it takes
ote of the hopeful S18NS of re-union ıIn OUT OWD day 10 this end,
consıderable pa has been devoted to the incere efforts of other
Christian bodies tO make Christ known and loved 1ın Indıa; ruer
understandıng of them Can only make Catholics intens1fy their ques for
re-unı0n. But at the SaIne time SOINC of the basıc differences that separate

from each other ave also been clearly stated. For true re-un10n cannot
result from merely human bargainıng; it consısts rst and foremost 1in all
Christians ıdentifyıng themselves wıth the mınd of Christ communiıcated
by him to the Apostles and transmıtted DYy these tOo the Church Knowledge
of the differences 111 gulde to the quest10ns hıch demand
specıial study 1n this regard.

In the hAifth century there occurred two d1v1s10ns 1n the Church hıch
ave lasted til1 OUT OW: days, and closely CONCETN the history of
Christianity In India 'The first of these Was caused by Nestorius, the
Patriarch of Gonstantinople, who taught that Christ Was Just In  w 1n
whom God we 1n specı1al WaYy The second Was caused by Eutyches,

clergyman of Gonstantinople, who held that though Christ Was God he
Was not truly INan. The latter view., called Monophysiıtism, Was adopted
by section of the Patriarchate of Antioch whose control extended OVer
the Church of Persia.

In the sixth century the Monophysites WEeTrGC fıirmly organısed by Bishop
Jacob Baradai, and hence theiır AIn ‘ Jacobites’. But before that, the
Persian Church had broken AaWAaY from Antioch. For Antioch formed partof the Byzantine Empire, hıch Was frequently at WAar wıth Persia, and
that exposed the Christians of Persia tO havıng their loyalty suspected.
Whatever the ultimate rCaSsSOoN, at the end of the Afth CENLUTY the Church
of Persia made itself autonomous bDy establishing ıts OW: Patriarchate at



Seleucia-Ctesiphon, and adopted Nestorianism In opposıtıon to the
Monophysıiıtism of

Ghrıistranıty C(‚omes LO Indiıa

In the sixth CENLUTY ave from the lexandrıan traveller (losmas
Indicopleustes the rst unequivocal reference to the exıstence of Christians
1n Kerala, and at Kalayan 1LCalr Bombay. everal Christian wrıters of the
fourth century Sa Yy that St. Omas, OTl!  (D of the orıgınal discıples of Jesus,
preached the Gospel in India Their references to condıtions 1n India,
brief and though they ATrCc, sometıimes make it clear that they ave
OUTr Indıa 1n miınd. eTrTe 1s also the Indian tradıtıon, attested 1n the
Middle Ages by Marco Polo and SOINC Francıscan friars, that urch

the ast Coast W3as the tomb of the apostle St I1homas, that the
indıgenous Christians called themselves after hım At anı y rate, Christia-
nıty Was already established in Indıa by the time of Cosmas Indicopleustes,
an the St T’homas tradıtiıon indıcates hat ıts or1gın went urther back,
for ıt Was precisely characteristic endency of early Christian Churches
toQ claım apostolic or1gın. Syriac text of the early thırd CeENLUrY actually
speaks of St Thomas’s apostolate in the and of Kıng Gundaphor an of
hıs ez 1n the and of Kıng 1sda1l Numismatic finds 1n North- West
India ave NO revealed the exıstence of the Saka king Gondopharnes

19—45 everal cholars SCC 1n thıs StroNg argumen' fo that
St IThomas dıd ın fact COINC tO India

Our information about these Christians 15 VerYy SCaNLYy. They received
theır bıshops irom Chaldea, their lıturgıical Jlanguage Syriac, and
their sacred EeXIs emDOodıie': the doctrine of the Chaldean Church They
WETC reintorced few OCCas1ıons Dy ımmı1grants from the Middle Kast,
but at the SAaIinlec time that DaVCc rıse to 1NCW socı1al divyisıons. They held
influential posıtıon by theır control of the PCPPCI trade, and ın COUTSC of
time by their becoming supplıers of loyal soldiers to the kıng of Cochin
The Hindu kings made them granits of and and conferred privıleges
their leaders. Under the initluence of theır 1N!| envıronment, Caste
distinctions AIn to be emphasızed to the extent of setting u separate
churches for certaın castes According to the Synod of Diamper (1599) they
even adopted the ıdea of transmigration and the V1CW that each ON
must be faıthful to the religıon of hiıs birth
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Indıa Meets the Latın Church
The friars who Camle to Indiıa 1n the ıddle Ages represent the rst

meeting between 12 and the Latın Church that know of for certaın.
OUr of them, who wer«et actually theır WaYy to China, met their death



AL TIThana 1n the neighbourhood of Bombay in 1321 As result of the
cCampaı1gns of Ala-ud-din Khalj)ı (1296—1316) Bombay Was then nNnclude
1n the Muslim empıre of Delhi The friars had _O AaPPCar ın court
wıtnesses 1n prıvate quarrel, and WeTC questioned ırectly about their
relıg10n. W as AaAn ASC SEl far from that respect for another’s personal
sıncerıty hıch has gradually COINE O be the mark of culture. They replied
accordıng LO their honest convıctıon, hich Was hurtful to Muslim
sentiment; and, equaliy accordıng to hıs honest convıctıon, the judge
sentenced them to death.

Wiıth them had COINC the Dominıcan Jourdaın Catalanı de Severac,
who Was not the at the tiıme of the tragedy. On hıs return to
ana, he W a5 permitted to gather the remaıns of hı1s Companı10ns. He
remaıned to preach the West Coast, firom GujJarat to Kerala.
Neıther the 1n 191078 the Muslin authorities aAappCar tOo ave put obstacles
1n his WAaY, and he tound the of non-Christians AS ell 0Ca
Christians encouragıng. He returned to Europe 1n 1328 to gıve account
of hıs experiences, and such WAaAs the impressi1on made 1n Avıgnon, hıch
Was them the seat of the Papacy, that Pope John C} created the
bıshopric of Quilon wıth Frıar Jourdaın AS bıshop. Quilon W as thus the
rst Latın bıshopric of India OWwever matters en.: there, and do
not VCnNn know whether Friar Jourdain CVCTLI OCcupled his SCC.

As for the Syrıan Christians of Kerala, though SOINC of the Latin friars
Just menti:oned moved 1n their mıdst and WeTC welcomed hospitably by
them they failed to record the of an y biıshop. When in 1490
bıshops WeTC sent from Chaldea, learn that Kerala had secn bıshop
for long time. Indeed, result of ange 1n the attıtude of the
ongol rulers of Persia, the Chaldean Church had pPrev10us to thıs passed
through per10d of grea trials, hıch mMuUust ave prevented it from
attendıing to the needs of India In 504 ONC of these recently arrıyved
Chaldean bıshops informed hıs Patriarch that ‘the Franks OUT brethren‘’
had arrıved the West Coast of India and had established themselves
at Cannanore.

I11
The Eboch of Francıs X avıer

Wıth the arrıval of the Portuguese tor it 15 to them that the bıshop
referred begıns 1CW chapter 1in the history of Indian Christianity.
Wiıthin fıfty of theır aAapPCATaNClC, Dy agreement wıth the 0Ca. rulers

by CONquest, they established footholds along the Indian coastlıne,
the moOost ımportant of these being (GG0a which 1ın 530 became the capıtal
of Portugal’s eastern empiıre. Thereafter the Portuguese ettled down fo
poliıcy of maıntainıng their acquıred posit10ns, renouncıng all territorial
extension at the CXPCNSC of a

In accordance wiıth the princıples of the Padroado, 1ın of



Portuguese sovereıignty emples and MOSQqUCS wWeTC pulled down;: laws
wWeIC passed severely forbidding publıc non-Christian worshiıp and
protecting those who became Christians from the socıal dıisabiılıties they
would INCUr under Hındu law; ıt W as aıd OoOWN that Christians should
be preferred 1n (Government appoıntments; at certaın per10ds Hındu
intellectuals WEIC ere and there obliged to attend relıg10us d1SCuSS10NS;
and the Inquisıtion Was established at (G0a 1n 560 1n order to prevent
devıatıon 1ın doctrine NS Christians. But all thıs does not explaın
sufficıently the movemen towards Christianity. hıs W as maiınly due to
the preaching and charıty of the evangelısts, toremost aAM OoN$S whom W as
Francıs XavIıer. By his holiness, kındness towards the POOT in their
difficulties, and Carec 1n provıdıng for the continuous instruction of the
Christians, Xavier became the inspiıratıon and model of those who Camec
after hiım We ave touching illustration of the effect of Christ’s
MCSSASC 1n the CTISoON of old Hindu an of Goa who ın 1564 at
the approach of ea sent tor priıest and asked for baptısm. When
questioned to who had suggested ıt to her, she replied that through
good health and bad c<he had constantly invoked the of Jesus and
his Mother, and NO  < felt theır iırresistible promptings ıIn her heart 'Ihe
contemporary account hıch has preserved thiıs epısode concludes: “"We
ave aıly InNany such examples, hiıch manifestly show how God has
arc of hıs chosen ones.” 15 also to be noted that Xavier accepte
behalf of the Jesuit Order to hıch he belonged, the charge of sem1ınary
a Goa for traınıng Indian boys LO the priesthood. OUr Religious Orders,
the Franciscans, the Dominicans, the Jesuits, and the Augustinians played

part ın establıshing the Catholic Church 1n India 1n this per10d. The
Franciscans for time conducted semınary for Syrian Christian boys
at Cranganore.

Special signıfıcance attaches to the Portuguese layman Miguel Vaz, who
Was versed 1n Canon Law and from 1532 till his death 1n 1547 filled the
post of Vıcar General of the diocese of Goa, hıch then stretched from
the Cape of .ood Hope to Indonesia and Japan No ou he contributed
to the demolition of emples 1n the (0a slands 1n 540 But also learn
that when he died, Hindus and Christians lamented that they had lost
their best friend 'T he 1CASON 15 that he incessantly strove to CNSUTC socıial
Justice by protecting the fisherfolk of J uticorin agaınst the unj]ust
emands of Portuguese captaıns, by protesting agaınst the custom of
forced labour, by advocatıng the abolition of monetary fines, Since they
an grea hardshiıp for the POOT, by Insıstıng that prıson condıtıions
should conform to standards of sanıtatıon, and by obtaınıng tor Hindu
WI1Ves and daughters cshare 1n the of INa  - dyıng without
male heir, S1INCE according to Indıan custom COu. not inherit.
This lıttle known lay Vicar General Was therefore plıoneer of Indian
socıal reform.
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Under the Mughals
Beyond the Portuguese coastal enclaves there lay the Mughal Empire,

the Muslim Sultanates of the Deccan and the Hındu Kingdoms of the
South The opportunıty for Christianity to enter the heart otf the Mughal
Empire under Portuguese influence Was provıde Dy the relıg10us cCur10sS1tyof Emperor Akbar (1556—1605), who 1n 1579 requested prıests from
(30a Sayıng, MI wısh tO learn the aW, an what 15 best an MmMOSsSst perfect
1n e Jesuits WEIC sent, an Ver the a sSma churches and Christian
communıtıes Sprans at Lahore, Agra, Patna and hmedabad Amongthe Jesuits who moved in the circle of the Moghul COUTT, Jerome Xaviler,
grand-nephew of St Francıs, has to be ıngled out for mentiıon. At
Akbar’'s OW.: request he learnt Persian, hiıch Was the lıterary Janguageof the Mughal Empire, and, wiıth natıve help, produce ıfe of Christ
hıch he dedicated to the Kmperor He also brought Out Persian irans-
latıon of the psalms. TOmM Franciscan SOUTCEGS learn that that Order
aboured at Agra, Surat, Raichur, Tanjore and VCnNn entered Central
India 1ın the COMPANY of the Christian contingent SeErVINg under the
Maratha ilag. 'The Augustinians aboured iın NCcAar the cıty of Golconda.

Mughal polıcy towards Christianity depended VerYy much how
strıctly the Emperor dhered LO orthodox Islam, but Aat the Same time the
Emperor COU. not disregard the strength of orthodox Islam f he wished
tO avo1d C1V1 dissensions. hus Akbar, though personally iriendly
erms wıth the Jesuits, maıntaıiıned throughout attıtude of benevolent
BESCEI VE When he accorded perm1ssıon to build urch fırst at Lahore
( and then at Agra (c both 0CCasıons ıt Was due to -the
intervention of Prince Salım, who Was to succeed Akbar EmperorJahangir. Again, Akbar indeed expressed by word of mouth early
AS 1580 his willıngness to see. Christianity preached; but written perm1Ss-S10N tOo do Was gıven only in 1602, and VvVecn then only at the requestof frıiendly noble Akbar himself summed the result of this combination
of TESCIVEC and benevolence when he told Jerome Xavier that, because
of 1, Christian could 18(0) profess their faith ın Christ’s dıvinity ...  1n all
securıty an without danger”

Jahangir (1605—1627), though devoid of his father’s intellectual
CUT10SI1ty, continued the polıcy of benevolent TeESCTVEC, wiıth the exceptionof the 3—11 when straıned relations between the Empireand the Portuguese brought forth agaınst the Christian establish-
ments at Lahore, Agra, and Ahmedabad Emperor Shah Jahan DE

W3as strıicter uslım than his two predecessors. Accordingly,Justified punıtive expedition agaınst the Portuguese settlement at Huglıibecame the Occasıon for subjecting Christian captıves to sufferings in
order LO make them change OVCTL to Islam the Samne time it Was
forbidden to prea Christianity LO Muslims. To that, Kmperor Aurangzeb
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(1658—1707). whose orthodoxy was strıcter than that of Shah Jahan,
1n 679 the E: @;  Jızya', capıtatıon tax mposed all non-Muslim

males. At the request of the Portuguese Viceroy, the Emperor in
16586 granted relief to the Christians throughout the empıre, but hıs
subordinates restricted the concessi1on to Agra alone.

In the Hindu Kıngdoms
In the tar South, the Jesuit Roberto de Nobilij renounced all Portuguese

protection and established himself at the Hindu unıversıity centre of
Madurali. He lıyved iıke sannyası 1n asram, mastered Sanskrit, amıl,
Telugu, and made effort to understand Hindu hought and Customs
He became convınced that Caste rules and INan y domestic ceremonı1es
WETC compatıble wıth Christianity. hıs sympathetic approach tOo Hindu
culture gradually led Man y Brahmins to respond DYy seekıng tO know
his relig10us MCSSATC., Other members of the intellıgents1ıa irom time
LO time created ditficulties for hım, but the ole the Nayaks of
Madurai maıntaıned attıtude of benevolence. More Ser10us Was the
opposıtıon from wıthın the Church However, 1N the matter of the specific
poıints 1in debate, de Nobili’s method Was approve by the Pope

And at Madurai there SpTang Christian communıty whose socıal
habits ın the maın continued {toO be those of their ances{iors, and whose
European priests dıyıded themselves along liınes prevaılıng NS the
Hindu priesthood. TOmM Madurai the movement spread to Tiruchirapallıi,
Salem, Tanjore and ysore. De Nobili has been varıously Jjudged by
historians. However, his OW.: dıscıples appreciated him for havıng taught
them to make allowance for European habiıts hiıch used to repe. them.
He 15 therefore not wıthout socıal signıfıcance 1ın Indian hıstory For,
INOTE than others before him, he aiIne to learn, and thereby showed that
cultured ndıans WOU. recıprocate understandiıng wıth understandıng.

Among the SUCCECSSOTS of de Nobilj WeIC John de Britto an Constantius
Beschi. Britto AaIne 1n 1673 and evangelızed the reg10ns of Tanjore
and Ramnad. In 693 feudatory of the RaJja of KRamnad proved the
sıncer1ty of his desıre to become Christian bDy conforming to the
Christian teaching INY. Britto, who had already consulted
his Christians and found them prepare to face the CONSCYUCNCES of
their obligation to admıiıt to their fellowship ON  (D who sıncerely desired
to be Christian, thereupon baptısed hım One of the diısmiıssed
Was the nıece of the Raja himself, who ın Ssubjected SOINC Christians
LO orture and had Britto executed. Ihe impression Britto made his
people 15 touchingly iıllustrated by incıdent hich took place ın the
Andhra cCountry about the YCar 735 Was time of dire famine, and

rich Hindu offered help to the Christians ıf they WONU. gıve u their
Faith ÖOne of these had been baptısed by John de Britto. and he 110
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replıed o the INa “I consıder yOour invitation a Ö insult. We
shall rather die today, ıf that must be, than accept yOoUur rice . The
grea 190008  $ who baptısed has been martyred Dy order of Indian
prince. Happy cshould be ı1, together wıth IN Y family, COU share
that lot with tather 1n Jesus Christ.”

Beschi AInl to Indıa in 1710 and t111 his ez ın 1747 miniıstered
most of the time to the Christians of Tamilnad. Was CaS y task, for
the reg1o0n Was then the battleground of Hindu chiefs anı Musliım nobles,
anı not CVCMN places of worship WeTIrcC safe from the warrıng armıes. Beschi
ecured the favour of the Muslım nobles, much that later legend
STICW hat he had been made dıwan chiet mınıster by ONn  (D of them
He mastered Tamıiıl and wrote classıc work called T’’hembavanı, wiıth
St Joseph for ıts ero He also Composed dıctıonary an
of amı He 15 therefore ranked hıgh 1n the history of amı lıterature.

In 16 the French established settilement at Pondıcherry, hıch
Was at that tıme NCclude: 1n the Sultanate of Bıjapur TOom ere French
Jesults moved orward to preach 1n the ICa then known the Carnatic,
COMPTrISsINng the reg10n where the present States of Madras, Andhra
Pradesh and ysore border each other Following de Nobili's school,
they modelled theır lıves that of Brahmiın sannyasıs, and 1in the
COUTITSC of theır Jjourneyıngs through ın which there WeTC
Christians they experienced the hospitalıty of Hindu emples and Hındu
homes. Theır MCSSASC met wıth fair rEeESPONSC, SC that by 733 there
WEIC Christians and sıxteen churches Here and there intluential
Hindus generously stood by the Christians when there WEIC S1ENS of
rouble One of these W as the Raya of Anantapur who VeCn eclare: hıs
wiısh to become Christian had ıt not been tor fear of losıng hıs cCaste.

'To the south of (Goa lıes the coastal TaCcC of Kanara. After the tall
of the Vıjayanagar Empire (1565) the Nayaks of Ikkeri in the estern
Ghats made themselves ındependent and gradually extended their SWaYy
Over thıs ATCAa. The Portuguese ere possessed SOMEC tradıng pPOrtsS and
controlled the seas. 'CThe Nayaks therefore needed to be good terms with
the Portuguese in the iınterests of their marıtiıme COMIMMMETCC But the
Portuguese t00O stood 1ın eed of the Nayaks, for Kanara supplıe them
wıth 1CcC€e for (30a and wood tor theır NaVYy. The establishment of the
Catholic Church in Kanara to ave been due 1n the hırst instance
to emiıgration from Goa, hıch W as encouraged by the Portuguese SINCE
that mean!; there WOU. STOW ın the regıon populatıon bound to
Goa by tıes of kınshıp The Nayaks also welcomed the ımıgrants because
they SawW them appliyıng themselves industri0usly to cultivation. Numbers
of the ulu speakıng people of the regıon also entered the Church There
WEEIC moments when relations between the Nayaks and the Portuguese
WeTrTC straıned, and consequently the Christians must ave been eyed
wiıth disfavour. But the whole, the Christians remaıned grateful
to the Nayaks, who SaVc them reedom to build theır churches,
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demandıng 1n return only that NONEC should be made Christian agaınst
his 111 demand that W Aas perfectly in accord wiıth the Christian
belief hat faıth 1n Jesus Christ must be free act.

VI

S YTLANS an Latins
There remaın the ancıent Christians of Kerala. Their meeting with

the Catholic Church through Lisbon 15 ubject of much CONLrOVersy.
Throughout the greater part ot the sixteenth century they welcomed
the Latın prıiests iın their midst 1ın the Samme WaYy they had the friars
of the Middle Ages They accepted their mınıstrations, and WEeTC VCII

willıng to let them traın their prıests. But all the whıle, 881 spıte of the
Pope wısh that they should continue LO receı1ve bishops from
Chaldea wıthout an y Portuguese interference, ıt the steady polıcy
of Lısbon and (G0a to claım for the Crown in virtue of Padroado the
rıght to appoınt their biıshops. study of theır lıturgical eXts resulted
1ın the charge that they contaiıned doctrinal CITOTFS. Ihe Archbishop of
Goa, Aleixo de Menezes, personally visıted Kerala ın 1599, and at the
Synod of Diamper ecured from the Syrians promise under oath to
accept bıshop only from the Pope They receıved 1n Succession several
Jesuit bishops, and relations between these and the Syrıan clergy WEeIC
straıned from tiıme to tıme length ın 1653, Dy what has OmMmMe fo
be known the Coonen Cross Revolt, the Syrians broke wiıth the Jesuits.
But INany wıshed to continue members of the Catholic Church, and
the Pope independently of the Portuguese sent them Carmelite eccle-
s1astıcal super10r. But section remaıned separated, and in 663 entered
into  S unıon wiıth the Jacobite Church of Antioch hıch had, ike the
Nestorians, separated iıtself from the Catholic Church 1n the Aifth century.

VII
I'he Goming of the Protestants

In the meantıme estern Kurope had experıenced upheaval sımilar
to that hıch had gıven 1se to Nestorians anı Monophysites centuries
before in the LKast, and hiıch Was to be of greater CONSCQUENCE to India
than the earlıer dıvis1ons. In KEurope there Was long per10d of strife
between Protestants an Catholics, ti11 the convıction emerged that
mutual toleration Was the only alternatıve {O continued unrest. Jhe strife
In INCAaSUTE affected ndıa, for in the latter halt of the seventeenth
century the utch Calvinists dislodged the Portuguese irom Malabar
and oblıged the European Catholic prıests to leave. 1S thiıs that afforded

section of the Syrian Christians the opportunıty of establishing ınk
wıth the Jacobite Church of Antioch. Between the Englısh Protestants
and Catholics there W as better understandıng at times, ven though ın



England itself Catholics WEeETIC subject to severe disabilifies. Ihus, when
ın 1610 Kmperor Jahangıir for 1C450115 of polıtical expediency temporarıly
permitted three of his nephews {to hbe brought 4A5 Catholics, the Englısh
ambassador ıllıam Hawkins, Protestant, ode at the head of the
baptısmal procession Carryıng aloft the tlag of St George.
{ W as not till the end of the seventeenth CeNtUrYy that the Protestant

bodies experienced the mpulse to propagate their partıcular beliefs.
thıs tiıme, two mM1SS10NAary assoclatıons, the Socıety for the Propagation
of Ghrıstian Knowledge 1698 and the Socıety for the Propagation of
the Gospel (1701) amne into exıstence withiın the Anglıiıcan (Communion.
ÖOthers followed at the en! of the eighteenth CeENLUrYy NS ditfferent
Protestant bodies both 1ın Europe Aan: America. But the British ast Indıa
GCompany decidedly opposed the propagatıon of Christianity In ıts
terrıtorıes for fear ıt would create unrest IN ndians So it W as in
the Danısh settlement of Tranquebar, the South-KEast Coast, that the
Protestant effort began wıth the arrıyal 1n 1706 of two Danısh Lutherans,
ot whom Bartholomew Ziegenbalg Was 0)81° His AIn deserves to be
ıngled out, because OoWwInNg to hiıs gift for languages he WAasS able to

the Christian MCSSASC 1n Tamıiıl We ave SCCI how Jerome
Xavıjer rendered the psalms into Persian. But the whole the Catholic
Church Was not LOO partıcular about placıng alone the text of the Bible
ın the hands of her members. nstead che emphasized the translatiıon
anı teachıng of the catechısm, iın hıch the maın artıcles of belief an

of conduct ATC set forth briefly 1n organısed torm. In contras
to that, Ziegenbalg, believing he d1ıd that the text of the Bible alone
15 the SOUTCEC of the Christian faıth, thought it his immediate duty to
translate the into Tamiıil, and it Was 0)81° of the chief of
the Protestant evangelısts after hiım to make the Christian Scriptures
avaılable to ndians 1ın their OW. Janguages. Today the Churches POSSCSS

number of PTESSCS hıch continue tO produce Christian lıterature ın
Indıan Janguages ell 1n KEngliısh

TOom Tranquebar the work extended LO Tan)ore, Tiruchirapallı AN
Palamcottah. Orphanages and free schools werTrTe established, and, before
long, Indian mıniısters WEeTITC ordaıned. The mission’s most Hourishing
per10d Was between 750 and 1798, when chwartz Dy his transparent
sıncer1ty and spırıt of self-sacrifice WO  - respect for the Christian AaInC.
Haidar Alı the ruler of Mysore, being old at ONM  (D time of the intentions
of the KEnglısh to enter into negotiations with him, 15 reported to have saıd
of Schwartz, ““Let them send the Christian, he ıll not deceive me  27

English Protestant apostolate INa y be saıd to date firom 800 when,
because of the ast India Company’s continued opposıtion to the
preaching of the Gospel, sSma. band of Englıshmen started m1ssıon
centre 1n the Danıiısh settlement of Serampore 1n Bengal. Among them
Wılliam Carey stands Out by hıs spirıt of enterprise and wıde V1sS10nN.
ect grea things of God, attempt things tor o Was hı1s



high-souled mo Because of his knowledge of Bengalı he 1n 1801
appominted LO teach that anguage at the Gollege of ort Wıllıam, ounded
Just then Dy the Governor-General, Lord Wellesley, to traın LEuropean
otficıals. Pandıts of the regıonal languages WEeETITC brought ere from all
parts of Indıa The of al thıs talent enabled CGarey, who had
already publiıshed hıs Bengalı translatıon of the New Testament, to sei
atoot translations of the Bible into  e Persıian, Pan)Jabı, arathı, ÖOriya,
Telugu an Kanarese. In 1819 the Serampore Gollege W as opened where
ndıans COU wıden their horizon by Jomıng the knowledge of estern
sclence to that of classıcal Indian culture, an where Indian Christians
could PTrCDarc themselves for the miıinıstry an for leadershıp by acquirıng
the NECCESSATY secular and relig10us culture. Through his etters Carey
communıcated hiıs enthusı1asm to people not only 1n England but also
1n the United States. And it W as due tO hım that the hirst AÄAmerican
M1SS10Nary assocılatıion. the American Board of Commissıioners for Foreign
Missions, aINne iınto  -# exıstence ın 1810

In 1813 the British Parlıament, disregardıng the fears of unrest,
reversed the ast India Company’s polıcy and established the Anglican
Church 1n India by appomltıng bishop al Calcutta and archdeacon
at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. Parlıament also obliged the
Company to permit pCETSONS wiıshing tOo preach the Gospel to enter the
COUN(ITY. The result W as that the centre of derampore extended ıts
actıvıties to Central and North ndıa, and other Protestant bodies not
only from England but also from Kurope and AÄAmerica established
themselves 1n Varı0us parts of 1a American Presbyterians 1n the
Panjab an Uttar Pradesh, German utherans in Biıhar and Tamilnad,
American Congregationalists 1n Maharashtra and Tamilnad, Irısh
Presbyterians 1n Guj]arat, AÄAmerican Baptists 1n Assam and Andhra
Pradesh, American Lutherans 1n Andhra Pradesh, the Swiss Basel Mis-
S2107 in South Kanara, the Church Missıonar'y Socıety (Anglican) ın Kerala

AÄAmong the better known evangelısts of thıs per10d 15 the Scotsman
Alexander Duff Arrıving 1n Calcutta 1in 1830, he W3as befriended by
Carey, who also encouraged hım to found 00 wiıth English Aas the
medium of instruction. The plan receıved the upport of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, ON of the makers of modern India 'CThe wiıllıngness wıth
hıch ndians vaıled themselves of thıs opportunity of g1ViINg Englısh
education to their children 15 saıd to ave decisıyvely influenced the
Government when 1n 835 it espoused the of KEnglısh education.
Thus Duff contributed towards g1VINg this multı-lingual country hat
1n the latter day has OIM to be called ıts ‘link language’. But Duff W as
nNnot interested 1n secular educatıon for ıts OW. sake; for hım ıt Was

of spreadıng the MCSSASEC of Jesus. Hence, Bible classes WEeTC made
oblıgatory at all levels uff’s ead W3as taken by other Protestants in
Bombay Aan! Madras, hiıch witnessed the establishment of the instıtutions
hıch later developed into the Wiılson College and the Christian College
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respectively. When the need for rest obliged Duff to go leave ıIn 1850,
he took the opportunıty to R  visıt the United States and Canada and
promoted there interest in evangelızatıion.

The to Christ’s INCSSASC has been particularly wıde IMNthe trıbes of Assam an Central Indıa, and NS the soclally weaker
STOUDS of Andhra Pradesh. American Baptists rst entered Assam in
1836, In the hope of enterıng China from there. But the attempt to
establish the Church here had to be gıven for the moment, and Was
resumed only 1n 905 The varıety of dialects presented challengehich Was boldly taken u an VeErYy SOON schools WeTC started an books
printed The German Lutherans commenced evangelızation in Chota
Nagpur 1ın 1844, and the extent to hıch Christ’s appeal fell wiıllıng
AdIs MaYy be estimated from the tact that at the turn of the nıneteenth
century the membership of their Church, includiıng those who WEeEIC
preparıng for baptısm, stood at ell beyond 100 000 And this, ın spıteof consıderable numbers havıng eft to unıte themselves wıth the Catholic
Church. JIhe American Baptist evangelızation of Andhra Pradesh where
the Janguage spoken 15 Telugu, dates firom 1840, when centre w as
established at Nellore. The bıg vemen towards Christianıity beganfırst the Cavers and eather workers 1n 1870, that INn the
beginning of the twentieth century their Church numbered 60 000
communıicants. The birth 1n 891 of Indıan M1SS10Nary assoclation,the Telugu Babptist Gonvention. 15 evıdence of the vıtalıty of this Church.
TIhe assocıation SOon issued Christian publications at ıts OW:' COSL, and
ven sent forth evangelısts to the Telugu indentured labourers of Natal

The comıng of the Church Missıonar'y Society to Kerala has interest
of its OW' 111 be remembered that after the Coonen Cross revolt
section of the ancıent Christians entered el  into unıon wıth the JacobiteChurch of Antioch. Now the Church Missionar y Socıet y entered Kerala
1ın 816 hirst of all in order to associate iıtself wiıth the Jacobites.expressly instructed ıts evangelısts Just to explain the Scriptures wıthout
openly seeking fto change the beliefs and lıturgy of the Jacobites. However,the Briıtish Resident Colonel Munro (1810—1819), who had taken the
inıtiative 1n inviting the Society to Kerala, dıd aım aft bringing the
Jacobites S  into the Anglican Communion. The Jacobite bıshops were
caut10us, but welcomed Anglican help an CVcCnNn permitted the Societyto take charge of LCW semınary of theirs. But relations became straıned
when attempt Was made 1n 818 to introduce the Anglican lıturgyEventually 1n 837 the maJority of the Jacobites, following the ead of
their bıshop Mar Dionysios (1825—1855), officially broke wıth the
Anglicans. miıinority however NO formally entered iınto the AnglicanCommunion.

Anglican influence continued VecCcn after the break, for everal of the
Jacobite clergy and laiıty retaıned what they had learnt from the Ghurch
Missionar y Socıety. They found leader 1n priest called Abraham



alpan who employed ıturgy revised 1in accordance wıth Anglıcan
iıdeas. He and hıs assocıates were therefore excommuniıcated by Mar
Dıonys1ios. However, he ecured the consecration of nephew of hıs
bıshop DYy the atrıar of Antioch. Wiıth the SUppOrt of the Grovernment
the NC bıshop established hiımself 15 the head of the Jacobites of Kerala,
and 1n 1868 he consecrated coadj]utor bishop wiıth the tıtle of Mar
'Thomas Athanasıos. However, those who WEeTIC opposed to the changes
1in their fturn appealed LO the Patriarch of Antioch, who personally visıted
Indıa iın 875 and convoked SyNOo in hıch those who favoured
nglıcan iıdeas WeTC not represented. In 1877 Mar 'IThomas became the
head of the anglıcanızıng TOUD, hıch separated iıtself form the Jacobites
and constituted itself into the Mar 'Thoma Syrıan Church

111
Troubles Wıthın

Meanwhile the Catholic Church W as passıng hrough troubled per10d,
for Portugal’s ecclesiastical polıcy opposed Anı y change hıch WOU.
lımıt the wıde claıms made behalf of the Crown 1n the AIn of
Aadroado the priviılege accorded by the Popes In the ADC of d1scoverYy.
But 1n the meantıme, 1n the wake of the relıg10us d1ıv1isıons 1n the West,
the Papacy had emerged from the 'TIrıdentine Reform INOTEC than VCI

the effective centre of the Catholic Church It followed from this that the
Papacy itself should 1O' SSUMEC direction of the Churches of the ast and
of evangelızatıon. For thıs PUurposc the Propaganda Was set 1n 622
But Portugal's ecclesiastical polıcy taıled to take ote of this
development, and opposed Rome when 1n 1637 1t appomıted the Goan
priest, Matheus de Castro, Vicar-Apostolic of the ATCa covered by the
Deccan Sultanates. The difference between bishop and vicar-apostolic
15 that bishop rules ın hıs OW: Name, whereas vicar-apostolic 15 Aa

PCTISON wiıth ep1ıscopal POWCTS but actıng delegate of the Pope Thıs
devıce technically respected Portugal’s claım that NCW bıshopric COU.
be created eXcept under the Aadroado SySstem, but at the Samnc time it
enabled the Pope Supreme Pastor to act independently for the good
of the Church. Sections of Goan Catholics, LOO, failed to understand thiıs
development 1n the posıtion of the Papacy an refused to acknowledge
the authority of ecclesiastical super10rs appoıint by ome 'Thıs led to
unedifyıng d1v1s1ı0ns, strifes VCI the possessi1on of churches, and appeals
to courts of law. ome ıts part followed Matheus de Castro’s
appoıntment of 1637 by setting vicarlates apostolic all er India

Fınally ın 886 Portuguese ecclesiastical polıcy accepted Rome’s actıon,
and agreed to ave the riıghts of Padroado onfined {tO the dioceses of
Goa, Cochin, Mylapore and Daman the only four then extant out of
those that had been set at Padroado inıtiatıve, SINCE that tor the Syrıan
Christians became extinct after the Coonen Ciross Revolt. After India



became independent there wWas another agreement 1in 950 Dy hich
Portugal relınquished ıts Padroado claıms Ver Cochin and Mylapore,
retaınıng only (Goa and Daman, hich had een constıituted into  A 0)91°
diıocese 1n 1927 After Goa’’s INCISCI wiıth the Indian Unıion 1n 19062, the
Archbishop of e eft for ortugal, and the diocese 15 actually ruled by
his Auxiliary Bishop. We Aave SCCH how iın the past good at length
prevaiıled; ıt 111 surely do agaın.

There Was also revıval of the dıispute of de Nobili’'s days The Jesuits
who carrıed hiıs tradıtion and established the Church ın Salem, Tan)ore,
Mysore, and the Carnatic, had adapted the lıturgy to Indian et1quette and
permitted USaScCS not envisaged 1n the approva that had been granted Dy
the Pope to de Nobili. In 704 the papa legate, Mgr Maillard de
Tournon, who W Aas his WaYy to China to inquıre iınto the affairs of the
Church there, halted at Pondicherry and issued order forbidding these
practices. 'The Jesuits appeale: LO the opes, who approve: at hirst
condıtionally, an then 1ın 744 definitively, Tournon’s order. The dispute
disturbed the Christians for whom the ımpugned practices WeTC matter
of caste and soc1al etiquette, and possıbly CVCI caused SOMNC to dissociate
themselves firom the Church

Next, the Jesuits became the object of the combıined attack of the
G(rovernments of France, Spain, an Portugal, 1n whose affairs they had
been not seldom ınvolved 4a5 spirıtual advısers. They WEIC expelle from
Portuguese territories 1in 1759, and at the insıstence of these three Powers
the Pope suppressed the ÖOrder altogether ıIn 13 Portugal’s actıon of
759 meant their departure from Portuguese iın ndıa, anı the papa
Suppression of 773 meant that they could longer contıinue evangelization
corporately 1n other parts of the country Diocesan priests from (+0a
replace them speclally 1n Portuguese By cCommı1ssıon of the Pope,
the Foreign 15S10N15 Societ'y of Pariıs took their place ın the South, and
the Carmelites an Capuchins in the North However, Carmelite report
of the end of the eighteenth century paıinfully shows that INany churches
WEeTC eft wiıthout pastors. In the South SOIN of the Catholics turned {O
chwartz an the Lutherans of ITranquebar 1n their eed.

Lastly, the ea of Haidar Alı of Mysore (3782) and the aCCess10nN of
15 SO  - Tipu brought grea trıal for the Christians. In the WAarTrs
between the Englısh and Mysore, SOMEeEe Christians of Kanara had helpedthe English wiıth PrOVI1S10NS. Haıdar had contented himself wıth punıshıng
SOMME of them But Tipu 1n 784 expelle the priests, dıd damage toO
churches, and deported about seventy thousand Christians from Kanara
Aan: other parts of his kingdom to Seringapatam. The INCN werTrTe requıred
to profess Islam an submit to CITrCUumCIs10N. arge number SCcCmM to ave
done wıthout an y outward protest. But they continued to meet ın secret
for Christian worship, an when later they found themselves free they
expressed bitter regret at their conduct declarıng that, depriıved they
WTG of spirıtual guldance, they had acted out of 1gNOorance. However



when the Englısh LTOODS, 1O joıned Dy the Marathas and the Nizam,
OMNCEC INOTC advanced agaınst Mysore 1n 1789, Tipu sought tO concıliate the
Christians and A wrote to the Viceroy of (30a askiıng that the priests
should return tO Kanara and promisıng to ebuıld the churches But the
Very ext yCar 1pu’s trOOPDPS irrupted into ITravancore, whose Hindu ruler
had allıed himselft wıth the Englısh acobıte and Catholic churches alıke
WeIC destroyed an adult Christians subjected to CITrCUumMCIs1ON.

After the ftall of 1ıpu 1in 799 the bb Dubois of the Parıs
Fore:gn Missıons Socıet y ettled the Christians ın agrıcultural colonies.
He also earned for himself place 1in India’’s socıal hıstory Dy persuadıng
the people to submit to vaccınatıon agaınst small-pox. In the anner of
de Nobilıi he 1ve iıke Indian ascetıc, An the Hindus recıprocated by
admitting hım freely ınto  n their homes. He recorded hıs observations of
Hındu INaNnNeTs and cCustoms in book hıch 15 st111 regarde valuable
SOUTCE of information by indologiısts. must however be added that at the
end of 3() years’ sojourn the bbe Camlec to rather pessimiıst1ic conclusions
about the future of Christianity in the Country.

In the Footsteps of the o0d Samarıtan
We have SCCH how ın the early nıneteenth century the British

Parlıament reversed the ast India Company’s polıcy and adopted the
principle of g1ving India the opportunıty to ear the MECSSASHC of Jesus.
'That nabled other Catholic assocılatıons to take evangelızatıon
alongside the Carmelites, the Capuchins, and the Foreıgn Missı0ns SOoCLety
of Parıs, who had borne the burden sSince the eighteenth CENLUTY. Among
the LCWCOMET: WwWerTre the Jesults, whose Order W as restored by the Pope
1n 1814 ımilar to the InNnass movements towards the Protestant Churches
there occurred ON towards the Catholic Church in Chota Nagpur The
Belgian Jesuits entered ere 1ın 1869, but nothing remarkable happened
till the arrıyal of Father Constant Lievens 1n 885 It Was SO1I1LC Indian
Lutherans who rst approached hiım for help 1n their dithiculties. The
Father decıded that the best remedy Was to appeal to the COUrts of law for
redress of what he believed to be ın]justices. Hıs willingness to help and
hiıs SUCCECSS 1n the courts prompte Aa number of Lutherans to seek unıon
wıth the Catholic Church Desıire to be sımılarly helped SOONMN moved arge
numbers of non-Christians to ask for admıssıon into  . the Church, that by
the en of 1889 the Catholics numbered S0 000 'CThe ENCOUTrAagemMEN gıven
Dy Lord Curzon’’s Government 1n 904 fo cooperatıve credıt socıeties A

of freeing the peasantry from the money-lender Wa vaıled of to
launch Gooberative Gredit Socıety, Gooperative Stores Society, and
Grain Savıngs Bank. ese institutions nabled the people tO Improve
their condıition through theır OW. thrıft and industry.
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rapıd sketch such thıs Ca  - only gıve passıng ınt of the wiıtness,
heroic for all ıts unobtrusıveness, of Christian They Comprise
those who renounced family tıes, ell those who did noL. CIhe
former class brings to ne s mınd Catholic NUNS, but sımılar generosiıty
has not been Jackıng 1n the Protestant Churches. The first 11115 1ın India
WeTIC those established at the begınnıng of the seventeenth century 1n (50a
by Archbishop Ale1xo de enNezZeSs. He buıilt for them the moOoNnastery of
St. Monica, Dy hıch dINeC they Cal to be known. In the mıddle of the
eighteenth cCentury Was establıshed at Pondicherry the Gongregation of
SE Aloysıus ((GOonzaga, which SEl ex1ists and devotes ıtself to educatıon
of children an the CaIrc of homeless girls Among the who ave
promoted evangelızatıon wiıthout renouncıng family tıes, OIllC thinks iın
the rst place of the WI1Vves of the INany Protestant evangelısts. Was
often through them that Indian hrst gaıned CCC5S5S to the INCSSASC
of Jesus. Especlally by theır patıence and understandıng 1n relieving
distress speclally, all these Christian ave been embodiments of
Christ’s teaching about the ood amaritan.

ention of the (G00d Samaritan calls tor at least brief reference
to the Christian hospitals, diıspensarıes and homes for those who suffer
from afflictions which render them unwanted by theır OW families.
Ihe rst hospital for ndians, where estern SUTSCTY Was applıed, W as
established 1ın G0a about 549 and put ın arge of the Jesuits.
Apprecılation of thıs evangelıcal actıvıty Was not ımıted fOo Goa, that
when later ın the century Bıjapur arm y nvaded (G0a it eft the hospital
intact. Since the latter part of the nıneteenth century the Churches ave
increasıngly wıtnessed to Jesus’ healıng sympathy towards his fellow-men
by multiplying such institutions. 'The INOTE outstandıng of them ATC the
Protestant instıtutions at Ludhiana, Mıra], Vellore, and the Tuberculosis
Sanatorium at Arogyavaram.

eanwhile the T1SINg of 1857, till recently known the Sepoy utiny,had revived the CONLroversy to the wisdom of permitting evanyelızatıon
The soldiers of the Bengal ArIny ın seeking to throw off Brıtish control
killed SOMe European evangelısts an Indian Christians. To the latter,
choice Was sometıimes offered between renuncıation of Jesus Christ an
death Some took this AS proof hat fear of the spread of Christianity WwWas
the Au of the r1SINg. John Lawrence, who 4S Chief Commissioner of the
Panjab had endeared himself to the pCOopIe, questioned the argumen and
expressed hıs consıdered opınıon ollows: “Christian things done 1n
Christian WaYy 111 alıenate 15 when unchristian things ATC
done 1n the amn of Christianity, when Christian thıngs AT done in S
unchristian WaY, that mischief and danger AT occasıoned.” In the miıdst
of the disturbance other European evangelists liıved unmolested IM the
people without an Yy British protection, and Englısh eye-wıtness has
recorded that u-f an Yy Kuropeans AaTC trusted, the mi1ss1onaries ATIC at
present. ” J here W as return to the early days of the ast Indıa



GCompany, but there W 4A45 firm ASSUTaNce from Queen Victoria that
“We disclaım alıke the Rıght and the Desire to 1ımpose QOur convıctions

an y of Our subjects””.

Towards Reunion
'Ihe twentieth century 15 characterised NS the Protestant Churches

by movemen owards unıty, born of the convıction that only through
unıon Ca  - Christians wıtness adequately to Christ. As the Anglıcan
Bishop of Bombay, Douglas (1868—1876) saıd, .. OUT divisıons
ATC not only OUT worst scandal, but OUT deadening weakness’”. And he
prayed for end to “that spirıt of diviısıon and self-will hich 15 not
from above”. Ihus aIne into exıstence the Natıonal C hristian Gouncıl
which osters dıscussıon Anı mutual sharıng of experiıence through the
National Christian Gouncıl Review. his has led to increasıng practical
cooperatıon, an institutions 1ıke the Christian Medical College at
Vellore, financed by everal bodies, dIC the result of it But there 15 LNLOTC
than that hıs drawıng closer together of the Protestant bodies 15 part
of world (ecumenical) movement for healıng dıvyisıons NS Christians,
an In India it has actually led to the tormation of [WO unıhlıed Churches:
the Church of South Indıa and the Uniıted Church of North Indıia Both
egan 4S un1ı0ns of bodies which do not admıt the authorıty and miınıstry
of bıshops (Presbyterians and Congregationalists), but the former ın 9047
went step beyond and admıiıtted Anglıcans well, the understandıg
hat miınısters of the constıituent bodies Ca  - conduct SErvV1ICESs anywhere,
unless objected to Dy the local congregatıon.

The Catholic Church welcomes the movement for healing divisıons, but
SCCS WaYy of entering E  into Organıc unıon wıth bodies hiıch do not share
wıth ıt the orıgınal Christian convıctıon that the unıty of the Church 15
the fruit of the unreserved acceptance of the principles of Christian
fellowship deriving firom Christ, not the result of human COmpromı1se, The
apprecıation of this posıtion by members of the Jacobite section of the
ancıent Christians of Kerala has since 1930 led to the re-unı10n of mMan y of
hem wıth the Catholic Church In that yCar their bishop Mar Ivanios SaAVC
the lead, and oday the unıats exceed 000 At the SAdI1llG tiıme the
Varıous diıoceses ave become INOTEC closely knit through the Gatholic
Bishops’ Gonference of India, establıshed in 1944, hıch CMNSUTCS unıty
of actıon COININON 1SSues, St John’' Medical Gollege at Bangalore being

tangıble manıiıfestation of such cooperatıve effort. On the other hand the
Church’s understandıng of the nature of Christian fellowship she has
always held that the baptism of the Varıous Christian bodies, when
duly adminıstered, 15 valı: has permitted her tOo partıcıpate 1n jJomt
meetings wiıth Protestants and others 1n COININON praye<Xcr for unıty.
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XI
Natıonal and Unzwversal

the time of the advent of the Portuguese, Christianity Was maınly
onhlıned to Kerala and counted about 30 000 famıilies. We ave scCcCnh how
S1INCE hen West Kuropean and American Christians promote the spread
of the IMNCSSASC of Jesus anı organısed and directed Churches, that
oday Christians number about 10 000 000 hat thıs Was not unconnected
wıth estern colonıalısm 111 be readıly admitted. But they also
showed CONCETN, the example of Francis Aaviıer the Catholic side
and that of Ziegenbalg the Protestant sıde shows, for the formation of
Indian miniısters. The latest developments, marked by the devolvıng of
responsibilıty for Church atfairs Indians, WCIC doubt hastened by
the country’'s independence, but it would be UNSCNCTOUS not tO SCC 1n these
developments the fruıt of the Jong and patıent labour of estern
Christians. Indeed the PrOoCCSS had egun SOINC time before independence,
for the rst Indian Catholic Latin bıshop Was created 1in 9923 1n the
CrSoN of Megr Tiburtius Roche of J1 uticorın, and the Protestant Churches
werTe movıng 1n the Same direction xbout the SaImne tiıme In the Catholic
Church thıs PTOCCSS has urther brought with ıt the appoıntment of Mer.
Valerian Gracias AS the first Indian Cardinalı. There 15 110 INOTEC OOI
for the charge that ndians AI Just subordinate partners 1N the Christian
tellowship; and miınisters from abroad ATC to Indians not foreigners but
their equals and COompanıons 1n bearıng wıtness to Jesus’ gift of unıversal
dıyıne fellowship to mankind. The almost unıversal goodwill manıiıftested
towards Pope Paul VI, when at the invıtatıon of the Indıan Government
he attended the XXXVII International Eucharistic Congress at Bombay
In 1964, W Aas exXpressive of the country’s refusal to be SUSP1CIOUS of Jesus
admıiniıstrators.
and hıs INCSSaLC, thus conclusively belying the fears of SOINC early British

historical SUPVCY of this kınd 111 not be complete unless something
15 saıd of the WaYy ın which India and Christianity ave mutuallyinfluenced each other India has been ımpressed Dy the devotedness and
self-sacrifice with hich the Churches ave wıtnessed to Christ: much

that when task demands exceptional effort, non-Christian eaders
ave been known to 1Ssue call for it to be taken wiıth 'missionary
zeal’”. ere 15 appreclation of the miıinıstry of healıng through the
MEeTOUS Christian hospıtals and dıspensarı1es; and the example of
Christian takıng LO the exacting profession of nursıng has not
been wiıthout iniluence others. W as the Christian CONCErTrN tor the less
fortunate, expressed through orphanages an TESCUC homes an through
eriticısm of caste segregatıon and Customs ike widow burning, that
influenced the Indian socıial reform movements of the nıneteenth century
to establish sımılar institutions and to elımınate modify practices that
WEIC being questioned. The Christian inıtiatıve 1n the education of
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enabled Indıa to reiurn to what Manı consıder {O be her VeEry anciıent
ıdeal of the equa and companıon of INa  - 1ın socjal ıfe Carey's
Vv1isıon of educated 1a combıinıng knowledge of its OW.: culture wiıth
that of the West found ıts tultilment ın the 15€e of the class hich gulded
12 to independence, and 1n the technologiıcal revolution hıch the
COUNLrY egan experiencing irom the latter halt of the nıneteenth century.

Christian educatıional institutions comprise university colleges, hıgh
schools, technical and industrial schools. Non-Christians ave often
paıd trıbutes LO the efficıency of these institutions and to the
discıplıne they maıntaın, and thıs cshows that theır contrıbution to the
COUNLIY 15 particularly valued All the present vocatıonal traınıng
institutions date from the last CENLUTY, but the Christian CONCETN for
preparıng people to contrıbute to their country’s eCcOoNOMI1C welfare
Can be traced back to the sixteenth CENLUTY, when the Jesults established
ın Bombay, 1n the reg10n of the present Vıhar and Pawal Lakes, colony
where traınıng Was gıven 1in agrıculture and aıry farmıng

estern evangelısts ave also made ıimportant contribution to
Indian vernaculars. Accustomed to learn Janguages through systematıc
study of STAIMMAT, with Indıan help they devised STaAMMAIS and composed
diıctionarıes. Irıbal dialects hıch till then wriıtten lıterature
WEIC thereby the 1ef eneficiaries. hiıs led to comparatıve study of the
vernaculars, the hiırst example of ıt being the sixteenth century Portuguese
Jesuit Henrique Henriquez who composed Tamıil and Konkanı
STAaMIMMAaT, and Comparıng the two languages wrote: “A few words ATC

sımılar 1n both languages, but the construction 15 VerYy much alike;
nevertheless, Konkanıi 15 the INOTC difficult of the two  7

We ave earlıer sSCcCH Mughal policy towards Christians. 'Iruth requiıres
admıt that ditfficulties ave been sometıimes experienced Dy

Christians at the an of Hıiındu kings an 1n organısat1ions. But
ave also sSCcCCH the kindness shown them by the Nayaks of Madura1ı an

Ikkeri, while the sympathy shown by ındıvıdual Hındus to Christian
evangelısts 1n distress would make touching StOTY. oday, the posıtıon of
relıg10us reedom 1n the COUNIrYy 15 at least partly due to Christian
influence. The ega profession, raıned ıt 15 1in the British Common
Law tradıtıon, has been intluenced by the Christian socıial philosophy of
the ıddle Ages 1ın hich that tradıtiıon has ıts SOUTCC. 15 the Christian
convıction that the Church 15 1in duty OUnN!: to bear wıtness tO Jesus, and
admit to ıts fellowshiıp those who Are convınced by his appeal. Jesus does
not compete wıth the claıms of aAaCcCe an cCounitry men’s alleg1ance;
the Universal Diviıne Savıour he iıdentifies himself with these partıcular
natural claıms an g1ves them place 1n the divıne brotherhood of hıch
he 15 the fountainhead. Those who gıve theır allegiance tO hım continue
therefore to belong to theır TAaCC and COUNLITY just ASs before, that
relıg10us reedom 15 for them 1in wWwI1Sse at varıance wiıith the demands of
socıal order. In keeping wıth thıs, the NCW India 15 cooperatıve effort of



equa. cıtızens who respect OINlC another’s conscience. I hıs became
signılıcantly clear 1n test ase 1n Bombay almost the CVC of the
XX MI International Eucharistic Congress, when the High Court
ear petition seeking injunction to restraın the Government from
extending tacılities to the Gongress. 'CThe Government argued that it had
acted exactly ıt had done for siımılar gatherings of Hındus and
Buddhısts, an the Court rejected the petıtıon.

On maller scale, 1n the held of art the barroque has influenced the
architecture of the Hindu temples of Goa

On the Christian sıde, the MECSSAYC of Jesus found and rıcher
WaYyS of expressing itself through elements of Indian culture. I hus,
certaın Hindu ceremonıles ave been gıven place ın the Christian lıturgy
hıs 15 wıth SOINC of the rıtes connected wıth childhood NS the
ancıent Christians of Kerala, the practice of tyıng the ‘talı" round the neck
fo signify the sacred bond of marrıage 1Nn Kerala an amılna: the
harvest teast 1n (1032 and other places of the West Coast The lıterary
form of the °"Purana’ Was employe 1n the seventeenth century 1ın few
Portuguese to CONVCY Christian eachıng by rıch usSc of Indian
COomparı1ısons an metaphors, and thus the earliest Christian Marathıiı
lıterature, for whose unearthıng Christians OW' deep debt of gratitude
to the Hındu savant Anant Priolkar. 'Ihe most wıdely known Purana
15 that of the Englısh Jesuilt IThomas Stephens. De Nobili in his turn
utilised Indian Og1C for the SAaINeC PUTDOSC, whiıle SOINC of the early
Christian T’amıl pOoeLtry ranks IN the classıcs.

In the tfıeld paıntıng, Christian themes WEIC gıven eXpression through
Mughal techn1ıque, and INOTEC recently through classıcal Hindu techn1ıque.
And charmıng old wooden mınıature of the Child Jesus, sıtting
pensively cross-legged ın Indian fashion, suggests early attempts to do the
Same 1n the theld of sculpture. Our OW: days ave wıtnessed ere and
there the 1S€E of churches 1n Hindu an Indo-Saracenic style

Christian devotion expressed ıtself through T’amıl MUSI1C already ın de
Nobili's time. (Goa wıtnessed the development of un1ıque kind of mMUuSsI1C,
hıch blends estern and Indian elements. And today pecıal effort
15 being made to gıve larger place to Indian MUS1C ın Christian worship,
an to CONVEY Christian ıdeas hrough the ‘'kırtan’, hich 15 en! of
musıcal composiıtion an dramatıc Spee: ere have also been notable
CS5SaYys at representing bıblıcal epısodes through Indian dance. Christmas
]J9Yy took VT the ıdea of Dıvalı iıllumıinations and, drawıng inspiration
from the StOTrYy of the Magı, expressed ıtself ın the lıghted star, hıch has
10 W begun to figure at the wındows of Hindu homes durıng Divali
celebrations.

'The paradox of the "asram’ whereby the SaSC diffuses his INCSSAaASC Dy
ıfe of sımplıcıty retirement and praycCr, has found rightful place ın

Christian spirıtualıity. moulded the apostolate of de Nobili, and 1n OUT
OW:' days ıt has gıven IN to Christian monastıc establishments anı



indigenous Relıg10us GCongregations modelled after it And 1n Goa there
15 charmıng custom that the youngest ıld of the famıly should OINC

orward to gıve INCASUTC of 1C€ LO ErSON who stands the doorstep
prayıng for alms, after hıch the ıld 1ın turn for the person’s
essing perhaps continuance of the veneratıon NC shown {to the
wanderıng ascet1ic he went from door to door wiıth hıs beggıing bowl]l,
but NO deriving 1Cc  < meanıng from Jesus’ teachıng that 1n the CrSoN
of those 1n eed he himself {tO enrich the g1Vver.
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