The contents of each volume would examine the whole spectrum of cultural
overtures to the Gospel: mythology, general and specific religious ideas, ethics,
esthetics, linguistics. The method used at this point would be phenomenological
or inductive: it starts with the culture-in-evolution.

The reflections of theology on this examination of culture are formulated
from a desire to establish the priorities or hierarchy of Christian truths or facets
of Christian living which would presumably encounter a favorable response
within the culture examined.

The confrontation of cultural anthropology and theology would lead to valid
pastoral conclusions: this would be a new type of missionary methodology
scientifically adapted to a given culture.

It is suggested that such research should be undertaken in broad collaboration,
not only with Christian group working in a given culture through their respec-
tive specialists, but particularly in dialogue with non-Christian cultural anthro-
pologists born within each culture.

It should be previously made clear what is meant by “an independent culture”.
It is felt that a series of some twenty to thirty monographs could cover the
missionary field.

The monographs would be books of about 192 pages, 8°, published in several
languages. They could be illustrated. The style used would be that of “haute
vulgarisation”. After publication of all volumes a synthesis might be attempted.
This could perhaps be written in a more technical, scientific style.

Some Catholic and Protestant organizations, and some publishers in the USA,
have manifested their interest in such a series. Comments are invited.

Joseph J. Spae, Director, Oriens Institute, Chitose P.O. Box 14, Tokyo, Japan

VON DER UNIVERSITAT MUNSTER

Promotion — Am 28. 11. 1968 wurde der Usterreicher Peter Wanko von
der Société Auxiliaire des Missions (SAM) zum Dr. theol. promoviert. Seine
Dissertation setzte sich mit dem Thema auseinander: ,Kirche — Mission — Mis-
sionen. Eine Untersuchung der ekklesiologischen und missiologischen Aussagen
vom Vaticanum I bis Maximum illud‘®.

Missionswissenschaftliches Diplom — Sr. Ortrud Stegmeier SSpS hat am
17. 10, 1968 die Abschlufprifung in Missionswissenschaft bestanden und erhielt
das Diplom in Missionswissenschaft der Kath.-Theol. Fakultit Miinster. Ihre
wissenschaftliche Arbeit behandelte den Missionsbegriff in den Schulen von Miin-
ster und Lowen.

LITERATURBERICHT

von Werner Promper

Unter diesem Titel wird von Zeit zu Zeit hingewiesen auf Veroffentlichungen
iiber missionswissenschaftliche Probleme in Zeitschriften und Sammelwerken, die
nicht ausschlieBlich missionswissenschaftlich ausgerichtet sind. Vollstindigkeit
wird dabei nicht angestrebt.

J. Aacaarp, Einige Haupttendenzen im modernen rimischkatholischen Missions-
verstdndnis. In: Wir sind gefragt (Gottingen 1966) 116—144.
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DOCUMENTATION
INDIGENIZATION

East Asian Jesuit Secretariat Conference, Hongkong, April 16—20. 1968. —
To Our Foreign-Born Brothers in Asia:

A common statement from the native-born Asian participants of the con-
ference, written in reply to a formal request made by the conference itself.
The first section is a basic definition of position; the sections which follow list,
in some detail, some concrete recommendations; there is finally, the conclusion.
This common statement was pieced together from separate statements first
prepared by groups and individuals from Japan, Taiwan, Indonesia, Hong
Kong, South Vietnam, and the Philippines.

Definition of Position

a) In the context of our discussions on the indigenization of the Church in
Asia you have asked us to tell you of our sentiments regarding the relationships
that exist between us, and to speak to you of our aspirations. We believe that
you have asked with sincerity that we speak with sincerity. We believe that
what we say shall be heard and received in your mind and heart in the spirit
in which we speak — a spirit of loyalty to the Society of Jesus which is our
common mother, a spirit of mutual respect and esteem, a genuine love that
binds us together in the brotherhood of a common hope.

b) We begin where both mind and heart tell us to begin, with the giving
of thanks. You have come to our countries from many lands and many nations.
You have come leaving father and mother, brothers and sisters, homeland and
native air. You have come often at great personal sacrifice, sometimes bringing
with you great resources which, like yourselves and your lives and your efforts,
you have placed, in your surpassing love for Christ and His Church, at the
service of our peoples, seeking to share in the building of God’s reign and
kingdom on our shores, on this “distant side® of the earth. For all this we are
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