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hıs 15 VeErYy lıght-weight little book Its contents WEIC provided Dy

semınar held 1n Washıngton 1n September 1965 10 be honest, it W aAs not worth
publishing. JIhe first that Dy JAMES (O’CONNELL 15 of value, but ıt has
already een publıshed in the Afrıcan Eceltlesiastical Revierxo) 134—145).
1Ihe other PapPpCIS ATC totally insıgnılıcant. 1he best bıts of the book Ar two
short Comments the status of by Sister MARIE-ÄNDRE SACRE-Ccur
an! Mıss ÄNGELA CHRISTIAN, Ghanaian. TIhe second half of the book 15
devoted to reporting SULPVCY of the partıcıpants ın the semınar. his t00
15 of next to interest. ome concluding remarks by Father COTTER S. J. ATC
worth quoting: «We Ämericans have learnt few €eSSOoNs irom Latın meri1ca.
10 speak personally of O W: organızatıon, the Jesuits, the AÄAmerican Jesuits
went iınto Latın America, into Chile, Peru, Brazil, an Argentina, wıthın the
last eight Watching them SO, ONC would think that there had

een another North AÄAmerican M1SS10Nary workıing 1n Latın merica.
We asked ANYONC hat could do should do, how might
work ıth SCHICONC else» (84) hat sort of thing 15 stil] happening today
book like thiıs 111 not alter that, though it could provıde people ıth the
sensatıon that they ATC 110 informed. Its ONC practical conclusion, however, 15
that the greates M1SS10NAarYy need today 15 tor far better orıentatıion COUISCS ın
the sending countries, an thıs 15 not only true of the United States.

Kıtwe Zambia) Adrıan Hastıngs

RELIGIONSWISSENSCHAFT UND VO  DE

Bischofsberger, Otto: T radıtion un (Vandel NS der Sıcht der Roman-
schrıftsteller Kameruns un Nıgerias. Auslieferung: Neue Zeıitschr für
Missionswissenschaft/Schöneck-Beckenried (Schweiz) 1968; 111 235

What really have here 15 [WO books, ıth short concludıng section
devoted to comparıson of the two SCS 78 tor hıs treatment of
Cameroon novelısts, and SOINC 120 tor Nigerian novelists. Hıs concluding
cComparıson uSsS<cS Since the phenomena highlighted by the author 1n
his hrst two secti10ns ATre lıkely to be tamiliar ın their broad outlınes to most of
his readers, the eal value of the yvork to lie in the thırd, comparatıve
section.

An OVverv1iew of theır historical an soc10-cultural background 15 gıven for both
the Cameroon an Nigerı1an STOUDS of authors, their lives an! works AT briefly
discussed, anı then, ın hat 15 quantitatively the moOost ımportant part of hıs
book, the author concentrates the interpretation these novelists gıve to
Varıous aspects of the interplay between tradition and change. These Compriısethe tradıtional socıety an: culture, the colonial factor, Christianity an M1SS10NS,
anı natıonaliısm.

The text 15 richly interspersed ıth quotatıions from the authors under dis-
CUSS10N. Quotations AT translated, but always gıven 1ın French KEnglısh.This makes OoONe suspect that the book 15 iıntended tor speclalists, though the
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author does not state explicitly. _Footnotes U at mınımum. But thıs 15
deceptive there AdiC multitude of references to pertinent lıterature laced ınto
the body of the text. It 1S pıty that its tormat makes ıt unlıkely the book 111
be read by an yOLLC but few speclalısts 1n the academıc world It contaıns
grea deal of intormatıon that could be extremely valuable orıentatıon for mM1SS10-
narıes iın an y part of Africa.

Yet OT  (D wonders if the work really 15 meant tor academic specıalists. For there
15 quantilication of the data, something hardly possible 1n thıs sSOrt research.
And the insıghts author deduces from the examınatıon of his materijal Can

scarcely have the force of d1iscovery for genuıne Africanıists. He tells UuS, for
example, that sexual reedom NS the unmarrıed 15 the increase, that trıbal
elders irequently compromiısed themselves Dy jomiıing forces ıth the colonıial
POWCIS, that the Afrıcan has VCLIYy StronNg desire for olffspring, that the Afriıcan
INa  $ feels ıt 1S the role of do heavy work an that she has tew
rıghts, that Afrıcans teel polygamy 15 legıtimate despite church strictures to the
Contrary, that the whiıte man’s apparen lack of respect for Africans 15 resented,
that people dicC alıenated from theıir tradıtional socıety Dy going LO
school, eic.

Gertainly the author has succeeded through hıs SUTVCY 1n pushıng orward
hıt the frontiers of knowledge. IThe reviewer has found the book ınteresting to
read Yet he ant help wondering it the author could not have better spen' his
time an energles another ICa of investigatıon, OT  (D bearıng INOTC ımmediıately

nation-building, hıch V Afrıcan natıon 15 preoccupied ıth today or
the overall features of the ınvestigatıon pursued dAdICc already famılıar to those of

who have een interested enough to make attempt to discover them
heretofore.

It 15 later than thınk 1n Africa The Afrıcan natıons ATC badly In need of
the tools an talents scientihc investigators Ca  - put at theıir dısposal LO help
them LO NOW themselves better an solve theır problems. It 15 hıgh time tO
establısh research priorities in VIEW of the needs of Airıcan natıons an tor-
mulate them by engagıng 1ın dialogue ıth them 1here 15 LCAasSson why the
work of the professional researcher should not be part an parcel of the dialogue
and exchange between natıons. 150 he plies hıs trade 1n the Servıce of African
natıons 1N their ques tor better lıfe, he 8l be playıng vıtal role in the
buiıldıng of unıversal brotherhood an world

Those interested ın the place of Christianity 1ın African life 111 find the
cıtations 66, 67, 6 9 R 175, an 180 quite intormative. Here 1n bold
terms AT told the following: tO become Christian through prıest pourıng
water ne s head 15 of lıttle ımportance; the M1SS10Nary because of his
cultural AarTOSanNCce has taıled hopelessly LO understand Africa despite his sincere
efforts O do S Christianity has een badly presented an must be restudied
tor Africa; Dy theiır lınkıng reception of the sacraments ıthI m1ss1ıonarıes
have een put in the SaInec category Greek merchants; missıonarıes AIC 1N-
varıably cast 1n the role of INnCN who either have understandıng of
patıence ıth tradıitional culture. COUTSC iıt should not be forgotten that hat

have here 15 not the poıint of V1ICEW of the ordinary, rural Afrıcan, but rather
of the urbanized evolue {t 15 1Iso noteworthy that ın novels concerned ith
city-life m1ssıonarıes an mı1ıssion AT hardly mentioned. hiıs 15 s18N that there
15 signiılicant of the urch 1n the urban that ATC mouldıng the
African of the tuture.

Mwanza (Tanzanıia) TANCLS Murray,
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