more to the point. Furthermore, an analysis of social groups is virtually missing,
for it covers scarcely four pages; and there is nothing at all about the prevailing
kinship systems, lineages, clans or other groupings. There is practically nothing
about political organization. Certainly, all of these things have a strong bearing
on witchcraft as it is applied in these societies. Another major objection is this.
The keen reader will feel uneasy after the first few pages because he will
begin to wonder if any serious fieldwork preceded the composition of this book.
The fact that the author was born in a Tanzanian village can be as much of
a disadvantage as an advantage in this kind of research. Scientific analysis of
beliefs and values requires sufficient emotional distance. One deeply involved
in the object of his research is not always in the best position to reach well-
founded conclusions; and perhaps he is worse off than the cold, unemotional analyst
who avoids all emotional involvement. At any rate, a few anecdotes (most of
them on hearsay evidence) and a string of quotations are a poor substitute for
systematic field-research and scientific analysis. HAuLE himself makes no claim
to have said the last word in the matter, but merely hopes to raise interest in
further studies. In as much as that is the ultimate aim of the book, the author
has fully succeeded.

Mortsel (Belgium) J. A. Theuws, O.F.M.

Heinrichs, Maurus, OFM: Franziskus von Assisi im Spiegel japanischer
Literatur. Coelde/Werl 1969; 245 S., DM 14,50

Some introductory chapters deal with the appeal of St. Francis among
Japanese intellectuals and also with elements in the Japanese tradition which
show some similarity to the Franciscan ideal. The main body of the book is
devoted to a study of non-Christian authors and their writings on St. Francis.
Every text is preceded by an introduction and followed by a penetrating
appraisal. The authors studied are Abe Jiro, Kurata Hyakuzo, Osawa Akira,
Shimomura Toratars, Horigome Yozo, Nishitani Keiji and Nishida Kitaro.
This study shows, in a very limited but important way, the influence of
Christianity on Japan. The critical notes of the author and the translated texts
make for interesting and informative reading.

Tokyo Francis Uyttendaele, C.1.C.M.

Henry, A.-M., O.P.: La force de I’Evangile. Mame/Paris 1967; 367 p.
Die Kirche ist threm Wesen nach missionarisch; dennoch weckt das Wort
Glaubensverbreitung in dieser Zeit Mifitrauen und Unbehagen. Vf. greift diese
Problematik auf und ist bemiiht, auf gemeinverstindliche Weise diesen Fragen-
kreis zu erhellen, zunichst durch klare Begriffsbestimmungen: Evangelium,
Apostel, Predigt, Verkiindigung, Mission, Pastoral, Kerygma, Katechese. An-
schliefend behandelt er die christliche Botschaft und ihre zeitgemafle Verkiin-
digung, wendet sich den Adressaten der Botschaft zu sowie denen, die mit der
Verkindigung betraut sind, wobei der Aufgabe der Frau ein eigenes Kapitel
gewidmet ist. Eine bibliographische Ubersicht beschlieft das wertvolle Buch.
Wenn V. auch auf wissenschaftlichen Apparat verzichtet hat, so wird doch
deutlich, wie sehr er mit der heutigen theologischen Problematik vertraut ist.
Man konnte allerdings die Frage erheben, ob die Aufgabe der Kirche nicht zu
ausschliefilich als Dienst am Wort dargestellt wird und Sakramentendienst sowie
Hirtenamt nicht etwas ausfithrlicher hdtten behandelt werden miissen.

Liittich Karl Gatzweiler
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