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SILIATEMENT
THE BISHOPS OF APUA AN  w NE  = GUINEA

1ssued irom theır NNUua. Conference, Aprıl 069

The Catholic Bıshops of Papua and New Guinea wish to ASSUTC the people of
the Bıshops' Strong desire and firm intention of continuing to this
CounNLtry 1in the future, ın V'  A genuıne form of human development. T he
Catholic Church, along ıth ther Christian Churches, 311 continue to spread
the Gospel of Christ an to contrıbute to the pro$TCSS of the country ıth INC  w}
and materıal Ssupport.

Die unter australischer Verwaltung stehenden, nach dem Zensus VON
1966 2 183 036 Eiınwohner (davon 1Ur 730 nıcht Eingeborene) zaäahlenden
Gebiete, werden demnächst VO:  - ihrem Selbstbestimmungsrecht Gebrauch machen.
Im Hinblick auf dieses Kreign1s erorterten die katholischen Biıischöfe 1n einer
Verlautbarung mıt aller Deutlichkeit die Probleme der Region: Bevölkerungs-
dichte, rassısche un andere Diskriminierungen, gesellschaftlıche und wirtschaft-
ıche KEntwicklung, etc. Zwel Punkte verdienen Hervorhebung: die Beleuchtung
der Tatsache, dafiß die Gebiete Sudostasien un nıcht ZU australıischen
Kontinent gehören; dıe Forderung größerer Freiheit für die Lokalbehörden,
die somıt die 1im Hinblick auf die Unabhängigkeit erforderlichen Erfahrungen
sammeln könnten. (Einführungstext nach Idoc ınternational, Nr | Parıs,

die Verlautbarung ın französischer Übersetzung erschıen Ip 2—11
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Socıal Ihe Catholic Bishops ATC vVery concerned about the condıtion of
indigenous famıly lıfe. Unless the stabilıty of the famıly 15 safeguarded,
maintained and promoted, particularly 1n thıs per10d of vast an rapıd change,
the socıal tabrıc of the cCountry 11 be torn 0 pleces.

Increasıng threats {o the well-being of the famıly 111 result 1n the people
being INOTC an INOTC uncertaın of the future. Insecurıty 11 STOW, d Iso 111
fear. J1here 111 be A greater danger of strıfe.

Any constructive that CA  - promote the well-being of the famıly must
be encouraged. All those people, indigenous An Kuropean; an all those
agencı1es, Adminıistration AS ell independent, workıng ın the best interests
of the local famıilies deserve the gratitude of the whole country.

'There AdiCcC SOMNC steps that cshould be taken, An taken urgently in thıs dynamıc
socıety, tO protect certaın famıiılies and to promote theır well-being.

Normally, employers chould not be allowed LO CHSASC husbands an athers
for an y ftorm of employment where thıs iın effect separatıng such iNCN

from theır famılıes for lengthy per10ds of tıme. 'To SaYy 1ın support of thıs
practıce that married 1981  - who CHNSASC for work do quıte ireely anı that they
do not mind, 15 VeCLIY weak argument.

If such husbands and athers NOW better, then it 15 the clear duty of the
Administratıon, 1n thıs predomiınantly Chrıistian land, 6) teach them anı to

protect their famılıies.
'The Catholic Bıshops do not hesıitate to asSsert that to be party to the

separatıon of husbands and athers from theır famılıes 15 tO be partly al least
responsible tor endangerıing the famıly. In tact, thıs practice Ca  w} ell lead the
destruction of SOINC families.

Adequate housing 15 essential for the well-being of the famıly. Sub-human
housing conditions cannot be expected to produce Dy SOINC mıracle, it WETIC,
PCTrSONS who d1c fully human.

Papuans Aan! New Grulmneans ATC capable of builldıng an maıntaınıng improved
houses hıch ATrC humanızıng ıIn WaYy. What the people AT capable of
domg, when encouraged respectfully an tactfully, an! helped to help them-
selves, 15 abundantly clear in SOINC Ihe DNDCW houses built by the people
uka Island AT splendid example of hat they Ca  - do

TI here ATrCc periods when marrıed quarters dIiCcC unavaılable tor marrıed people
ın towns Kor this siıtuatıon to be allowed to indehnitely 15 most unsatıs-
factory. Forcing husbands, W1ves an theır children to lıve separately 15 tO ACct
1ın WAaY hıch often SOCS clean counter to the well-being of the family.

In V1IEW of the tamıly plannıng informatıon being made avaılable 60} the
people of Papua anı New Guinea, teel oblıged tOo address ourselves directly
to the people themselves thıs matter

IThe Catholic Ur does not teach an may not teach that marrıed people aATC

oblıged LO have ManYy children they Can. Responsible parenthood 15
essential.

By an large this country 15 underpopulated. It C  — Support mMan y
people than ıt does 1f Papuans an New Gruilneans faıl to people theır land,
SOONECT later SOTLC other COUNLECY 3111 would be hiıding OUT heads 1n the
sand, ın most unrealıstic fashıon, not to call to mınd that OUI nearest neighbour
has populatıon of about 115 million people.

Papua an New (Gruinea certaınly needs sufficient people to proviıde workers
for the expansıon that lies ahead; to provıde markets tor local industry and
manufactures; to provide her OW' soldiers to help deftfend the countrYy.
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It would not be Just for the adminiıstering authorıty, Australıa, which has
both the wealth an the reedom to supplement ıts OW. low birth-rate by
spending miıllıons an miıllıons of dollars annually immigratıon, X0} endorse
polıcy of keeping Papua an New Guinea underpopulated, an thereby possıbly
makıng it rıpe plum tor SOILLC future plucking by alıen hands

certaın Australian polıticıan, ‚0) 01° of the members of the Federal Parlıament
1n Canberra, 15 reported to have saıd earliıer thıs yCa: “I want an y culturally
deprived CISON, irrespective of TaCcCl, to have free sterılızatıon ıf they an’t COPC
ıth family siıtuation.”

°“ CThe decisıon whether they Ca  - COPDC should be made Dy panel comprisiıng
medical Man, social worker an perhaps thırd CrSoN appoınted by the

Government.”
Hearıng thıs politicıan’s V1eW, a spokesman tor the aborıgines asked the

pertinent question: “IS thıs Australı:an politicıan talkıng of human beings of
cattle?”

Even INUIC recently medical scıentist ın Australia W aAs reported statıng:
I he achievement of effective bırth control ın South-East Asıa Ca  - only be
attained by TOSTAMMC of collaboration between the advanced an under-
developed countries.”

hıs scıentist went to SaYy, it Was reported, that the recent development
of male fertilıty control injection, hiıch had been used ın Asıa an could be
produced 1n Australıia, W as example of how Australıans an Asıans could
co-operate.

In thıs ontext ıt 15 iınstructıve to recall that Negro Catholic Bıshop who
visıted Australıa last yCar stated that his people would take to birth
control large scale; for they feared that others WeTITC tryıng to extermınate
them.

There 15 authentic account of New uınean leader who had been
lıstening to the advantages of bırth control for his people, outlined by a certaın
official; and when the officıal had finished, the leader summed hıs O W

sentiments: Miıpela gat plantı ‚un Miıpela laıkım pıkınını tumas!”
Whe had Occasıon {woO aAgO to stress another VCIY ımportant poınt tor the

benefit of OUT policy makers. Development 15 not the SAILNC thıng eCONOMIC
FEiıconomic 15 NCCCSSALY condıtijon for full human development.

But there 15 INOIC {oO lıfe, much 36  ‚9 than INCIC economıc pPrO$STCSS.
In thıs predominantly Christian COUNIrY favour balanced polıcy of SOC10-

eCONOMIC actıon an We look for correct emphasıs, in word and ın
work, the socıial advancement of OUT people: their cultural, spirıtual, relıig10us,
educational, polıtical, recreational, physıcal betterment. Development, rightly
understood, the genuıne of the whole INAan, and of all 1901488

Unless the socıal advancement of the people 15 gıven ıts rightful place, they
could become culturally deprived; they could tall into the cCategory of people
that SOMeE AT proposing to put end to.

'The social well-being of the people 311 need to be safeguarded and actıvely
promoted X0 VCN greater extent NO that tourısm 15 looming larger all the
tıme. ourism 11 be good thıng for the Counitry of Papua an New Guinea
ıf, and only if, it contributes to the S0OC10-eCONOMIC development of the Papuans
and New (Gruineans. Eftfective precautıons must be taken to prevent Papuans an
New Guineans from being exploited, whether ıt be tor the PUurposc of tourısm,

anythıng Ise.
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Continuing discrımınatory practices AIC matter for COMNCETII Discriminatory
practices that do exist ATC SCCH in sharper focus time 50C5S There Aare
increasıng numbers of Papuans an New (Gruineans who ATrc ready {O take their
place soclally anywhere; and who NOW that all INCNH, whatever their ACe

background, AdIicC meant toO have A certaın basıc equalıty: that 100078  } should be
disceriımınated agaınst.

We noted ıth interest that large of teachers and traınee teachers
at certaın eachers’ Gollege In New Gulnea last yYCar unanımously supported
the proposıtiıon put orward Dy ON of theır number that “*all forms of racıal
discerıiıminatıion should be abolished NO in preparatıon for New ulnea’s
independence. ”

We wiısh formally to 2A8 record being ın full Support of thiıs resolution
tOo do AdWAdY ıth all torms of racıal dıscrıiımınatıion NO

Educational 'There CA)  w surely be doubt LO where the Bishops stand ın
regard to the question of 1ssıon teachers’ salaries.

However, tO 2vo1d all possible mısunderstandıng and mistakes wısh to
Statie 1ın the most unambıguous INAaNDeCeLr that gıve OUT unqualified SUuppOrt LO
the just claıms of the indıgenous 1ssıon teachers for parıty of salarıes with
theır brothers teaching ın the Administration schools. 'This 15 OUT policy.

We abhor the discriımınatory practice hıch obtains NS teachers ıth the
SaInec qualifications, in thıs predominantly Christian coun(try.

We support the principle of equal for equal work
Thiıs 15 OUTr policy. In practice 111 not est remaın sılent thıs matter

untıl justice has een done to OUTr 1ss1ıon teachers: until they have been gıven
theır due parıty of salaries.

As regards the COUTSECS being gıven the children ın schools their selection,
ontent an orıentation, ATr not convınced that enough has been done

15 being done 8} CLUSUIC that the COUTSCS ATC the best for the development of
Papuans an New Guineans. The COUTSES miıght indeed be calculated LO divorce
the children of the N1SINS generation from realıty: the realıty of the past: the
realıty of the presen({; and the realıty of the future.

No people Ca  } be cut off Irom ıts past and eXpect {O flourish.
Thıs country 15 sıtuated ın South-KEast Asıa: it 15 being unrealistic to neglect

thıs fact
The adminıstering authority has made ıt abundantly clear that New uınea’s

future her polıtical, social Aan: cultural future does not lhıe maınly towards
the south Her future lies elsewhere. Educators who neglect thıs factor do the
rsing generatıon of Papuans an New Guineans STaVC disservice.

Only bDy g1VINg the school COUTSCS and subject matter ontent an orjıentation
propCcr {to the actual and future sıtuatiıon wiıll the educational authorities g1Vve
OUr children adequate preparatıon tor ıfe.

Only thus Ca}  - authentic cultural connections wiıth the past be retained: organic
growth 1ın knowledge be achıeved; cultural shocks be cushioned;: the people retaın
A  » genuine attachment tor the so1l; “”drop-outs” from 00 be catered for; and
the rısıng generatıon of ind1ıgenous children prepared to take ıts place 1n South-
ast Asıa.

Political The made In and through the House of Assembly has
been considerable. We are old that the Ministerial embers an: the Assıstant
Ministerial embers have made splendıi YTCSS. Real an dynamıc)
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ComMi1ns from wıthiın, cannot of COUTSC be halted We believe that thıs COUNLrYy
orward 89 self determination

It hard to 5SdY, ıth an y degree of confidence, when the people dl teel
themselves ready for seltf government and independence But it obvıous that
cContınuOus9 Ven dıiscernıble9 towards self-determinatıon must
be encouraged effective ashıon

We have noted that {[WO United Nations Missıon reports have stated wiıth
evident wısdom, that 1t better not to be overtaken by events but to be ready

meet them
One reliable indication of how SCI10U5 the Administration and Varı0us

organızatıons, bıg anı small dIC about the legıtımate aspıratıons of the people
towards runnıns their OW: Counitry the extent and ate of localızatıon of theır
officers Aanı: staff

We Ca  w} hardly thınk of 1NOTIC effective WdY of helping towards elf-
determıinatıon than to have and M Out polıcy of localizatıon ot officers
and staff

It that the Federal Government reluctant tO hand VT much real
authorıty to the officers the Spot New (xuinea The bıg dec1s10ns about
New (suinea M - apparently still made outsıde New (uinea

While thıs mMay be regrettable, ıT equally regrettable that withıin New
Guinea there VeErIYyY lıttle decentralizatıon of decisıon makıng; only VerYy ımiıted
delegatıon of authority

hıs eitect that the growth of the political infira structure being
retarded Opportunities for traınıng local people the democratıc PTOCCSSCS ArC

being lost
Local ofhicers an authorities must be VCNn opportunıtıes, INCTCASINS both

number an 1mportance; opportunıtıes VCONn to make their OW: mistakes, while
there remaıns time for them to learn from their mistakes

T here to be widespread uncertaınty 3884 the people of Papua An
New Guinea to whether not Australia 111 hbe prepared to continue
assıst them hinancıally an to provıde technıcal Aassıstance after
independence.

clear statement thiıs matter terms such unsophisticated CISON
Can readıly would be SOUTCEOG of grea encouragement {O the people.

There ON  (D thing the people of Papua and New Guinea Ca  - do unıle
No ONC Ise Ca  -} do thıs for them No ONC Ise Ca  } force them to unıte Ihey
hold this theır OW' hands

The people of the Same district must be ON ıth 0)el  (D another They must not
unıte agaınst another dıstrict JIhey must be increasingly irıendly ıth the
people of other dıstrıcts, an ıth all the other people of the whole COUNILrY

Christians above all have the duty to spread the idea of unılıng Christ
For all the baptiızed ATC brothers theır Leader, Christ Christians AT therefore
to SIVC an splendid example of friendliness tolerance an respect tor all human
beings, matter hat their colour their place of OTISIN

Five Year Tan Ihe Bishops have partıcular competence to make
and polıcıes for the Economiccrıitical assessment of the programmes

Development 0J Papua anı N ew G(Guinen.
Certain expert economıiısts have raised SOIMNEC 155U€5 relatıng to thıs Fıve Year

Plan which should not be allowed to unheeded: matters such the
following
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What 15 the extent and rate of outsıde investment 1n thıs country”
What 15 the outflow of NCY from Papua and New Guinea?
Must continue X90} ımport much food ınto thıs country”
Why 15 there not INOTC considerable ımport replacement by the establishment

of industrıes locally, partıcularly tor essentıal commodıtıes”
What real ASSUTaNCcE have that polıtical control of thıs COUNLrYy 111 not be

eventually replaced Dy econNOMmIı1C control from outsıde”
It has een stated ..  as matter of polıcy that plans of development have een

drawn the basıs of the greates possible partıcıpatıon Dy Papuans and
New (Giuineans at V  Öa level of entrepreneur an! of productive TESOUTCES
It 15 OUTr intentıon, saı the Government, that all torms of production should
increase.”

Ihe Fıve Year lan states explicitly: “Key objectives wiıll be to bujld the
capacıty of the people of the Territory to develop and Manasc theır OW:

enterprises. ”
Facts speak louder than policıes. Unf{fortunately, SOINC of those VeCrIYyY instrumen-

talıtıes hıch ATC designed LO put these polıcıes ınto effect ALC known tO be
ser10usly understaffed and, tOo that extent at least, ineffective.

In conclusıon the Bishops wısh to CXPICSS theır sincere appreclatıon of the
assıstance gıven the Ur in her endeavours to the people, by those
indıgenous an expatrıate officers ın the Administratıion, who through theır
expertise an theır spırıt of co-operatıon have een working ıth Church
personnel, not along parallel lınes, but rather 1n close, practical co-ordination,
for the advancement of the people of Papua an New (Guinea.

TT RTLUNGEN

Ehrenpromotion Proftfessor Dr Johannes BECKMANN SMB ıst seinem
Geburtstag Mai 1970 VO  w der Theologischen Fakultät Freiburg/

Schweiz ZU Dr. t+heol promoviıert worden.
Ernennungen Dr Johannes DÖRMANN, Dozent für Missionswissenschait nd

Religionswissenschaft der Kath.-Theol Fakultat Münster, wurde 17
1970 ZU. apl Professor ernannt. Unter dem 1970 übertrug iıhm der
Erzbischof VO  e} Paderborn 1ne€e Gastprofessur der dortigen Theol Fakultaät.
Dr. Adel-Theodore KHOURY, Dozent für Religionswissenschaft der ath.-
Theol Fakultät Münster, wurde 1970 ebenfalls ZU außerplanmäßigen
Protessor ernannt.

Georges MENSAERT OFM, der sıch dıe Fortführung der Sıinıca Fran-
C1SCANA besonders verdient gemacht hat, ist 970 als Missionar in
Kongo-Kinshasa verstorben.

AUF DIE LÖWENER ISSIONSSTUDIEN WOCHE 1970

Die Owener Woche wırd VO August bıs deptember in Namur
(Gran Seminaire, 190, 1UC Henrı Bl  €s abgehalten. Der Sekretär der Wochen,
JOoSEPH MASSON S] kündıgt als Ihema B mM1SS1O0N esprit d’ecumenısme.
ber dıe Teilnahmebedingungen sıiehe 7ZM  7 19658, 207 Anmeldung: Secretarıat
des Semaines de Mıissıiologıe, St.- Jansbergsteenweg 95, B- Egenhoven, Leu-
VEON. Detaillierte Programme können dort angefordert werden. Promper

216


