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TIhe ApPCarance of this reV1EW 15 sıgn that Afrıcan traditional relig1ons AT
finally getting the attention they deserve. Many, VCN those who should have
known better, have in the past made the miıstake of thinking that Afrıcan
relıg10ns AT unımportant. Ihey based thıs the fact that these relıg10ns
yıelded quickly LO the attacks otf Christianıity an Islam Unfortunately they
nNnNever suspected that the CONqUeESTS of Islam an Christianity WEeTC often vVery
largely the surface. In fact, below the surface the old 100078  - ıth his tradıtional
Afifrıcan Weltanschauung Aan! Gottanschauung has remaıned vVCIYyY much alive.
'The edıtors and writers oTf this NCW V Ül AÄriC of thıs phenomenon an!
Ar g1VINg ıt the attention iıt deserves through their research an wrıtings.
10 properly evaluate the INany an varıecd contrıbutions in VCNMN ON 1SSue of
this review 15 hardly possıble. What Ca  - be saıd 15 that they N ın quality
irom quıte good tO mediocre. Fortunately, INany of the wriıters AT Africans.
Unfortunately, their academic formation tends tO be almost exclusıvely theolo-
gıcal and phiılosophical. Their acquaıntance ıth the field of the soc1ology of
relıgıon and the research methodology of the empirıcal socıal scC1enCESs 15 ımıted.
'his handıcaps their otherwise excellent work and Causcecs it often to be 1ımıted
tO than sımple description, SOTrTt of relıg10nography.

Mwanza (T’anzanıa) TANCLS Murray,
Creemers, Wiılhelmus Shrıine Shinto after World War IT Brıill/
Leiden 1968; 261 P-; gld 7

From look at the contents, the importance of Father ÜREEMERS’ book 15
ıdent. After introductory chapters the naftfure and hıistorical development of

Shrine Shinto, the author studıes respectively: the disestablishment of State
Shinto, the reconstruction of Shrine Shinto, constitutional revıisıon ıIn relation
to Shinto, Shinto anı the Emperor an the problem of the Ise and Y asukuni
shrines. Fınally, 1n his SUMMIMAar y and conclusions, Fr ÖREEMERS indicates the
natıonal characteristics of Shrine Shinto, g1VeEs SOINC indıcatıons of the relatiıons
between Shrine Shinto and the Liberal Demoeratic party, ell Shrine
Shinto an educatıon, an AaNnSWEeTSs the question whether Shinto 15 relıg10n.

partıcular interest ATrTC the Varıo0us appendices hıch include INany ıimportant
documents studied 1n the maın text, such the Shinto Directive. his very
readable book should be studied by all mi1ssionarıes in Japan to understan
recent developments and trends fOo Shrine Shinto.

Tokyo TANCLS U yttendaele, G.L1.C.M

Hardon, John A,, 5. J G ott 2ın den Religionen der Welt ex/Luzern
1967; 531 S: 29,80

Das Werk stellt 1ne vortrefflich informierende Religionsgeschichte dar. Der
ameriıkanische Tiıtel Relıgions of the World ist sachlich korrekt, der deutsche
indes nıcht, denn HARDON beschränkt sıch keineswegs auf die Untersuchung des
Gottesverständnisses. Das Buch unterscheidet zwischen orzıentalıschen Kelıgıonen,denen Hinduismus, Buddhismus, Jainismus, Konfuzianismus, 1 ao1ısmus,„Zarathustrismus“, Shintoismus und Sikhismus gezählt werden (51—257), un
Keligıionen jüdıschen Ursprungs (261—498). Die relative Berechtigung dieser

Einteilung dürfte einleuchten, doch ann dıe Verwendung des Titels „orientalisch”
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