
AFRICA
DYy Hubert Bucher

Ihe question AS LO whether the transplant of youth movement to
Africa 15 feasıble has already been answered in the affırmative, wıth the
OIl  (D ımportant Proviso that Aa Yy such mMovement must respond LO real
eed exıistıng in the place where ıt 15 introduced.

JIhe present sıtuation 1n South Aftrica mi1g. be saı1d to reveal the
sımultaneous exıstence of L[WO condiıtions hich indıvıdually ave PFO-voked the 1SC of Ltwo dıistinct ypes of you ovemen(t, the BelgianPatronage, and the German Jugendbewegung, at ditferent tımes 1n
Kurope. TIhe country's rapıd industrialization has deeply affected the
Afrıcan populatıon, bringing the typıcal problems hıch arıse when
rural populatıon 15 faced wiıith the task of ad]usting LO urban conditions.
Secondly, mountıng juvenıile delinquency, though often merely stemmıngirom the country's peculiar AaACe leg1ıslatıon‘, points to the eed for PIO-vidıng the wıth opportunity to spen their eisure hours in
INOTC meanıngful WaY As elsewhere, the unemployed POSCparticular problem Broken homes, socıial insecurıty and the ever-presenttemptatıons of the street ATre remiıiniscent of the needs hıch inspired the
foundation of Patros? in oth CENLUTY Kurope.

But this 1Ss only 07381  (D aspect of complex sıtuation. Ihe other 15 the
acute generatıon gap TIThe elders, ONCE the pıllars of African society,whose wısdom Was respected Dy all, today ave lost their authority.Under the old trıbal System, the looked to them for guıldancean receı1ved status in socıety only through their sanctıon. 'The advent of
book education and money-base CCONOMY has almost reversed the
roles. 15 the who gaın CCeSS LO the bewilderingly foreign WOLTF.
of the Whıite Man un it 15 chiefly they who arn the

The guardıans of the trıbal past Lry LO impose the reluctant
people rıg1 fahric of observances sultıng WOT. hıch the
know NO belongs to iırretrievable past his 15 the classıcal sıtuation
* the study entitled T’he Extent 0} Juvenıle Girıme ın South Africa,published Dy the Native Bureau of Education an Social Research, compiled byVENTER, covering the per10d ftrom 1945 LO 1954 (p 71) of the total

number oft crımes commıtted by emales aged S 9 54. 8 PCI ent
concerned the iniringement of curfew regulatıions. Amongst males of the SAadlilec

aASC-SrOUpP offence No 164 ot the Registration an Presentation ot Document byNatives Was the most prevalent. VENTER observes: A CONSCYUCNCE an dangerof thıs Trea number otf offences 15 to be tound in the influence hich 1Mpr1son-
ment has the Native. Strictly speakiıng the inirıngement of the Legislationunder discussion 15 socıologıcally S1C] not crımınal, yeL after sentence has een
served and ontact made ıth real crıminals, such Native 15 mentally preparedembark Career of crime.”

Shortened Tom of PATRONAGE, commonly used 1ın Belgium.
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conduciıve LO producıng Jugendbewegung. Indeed, the urban locatıons
and Bantu Homelands” 1n South Africa abound in clubs an VAarıo0us
other assocılatıons ounded Dy people What they normally lack 1S

orıentatıion beyond the tullılment of SOILNC immediate felt-need, to
uSc the tfashionable eXpress10n cherished by SOINC American anthropolo-
gısts®. If Catholic you movement COUuU. ald these INAasses of
people by providıng them wıth a1Mm in ıfe which 15 worth while to
lıve fOr, it would render both the Church and the COUNLFYy invaluable
Servıce. hıs WOU SCCIM tormıdable task hıch May only be attempted
by degrees

The iollowing guide lınes ATIC proposed wiıth the intention of achieving
the best possıble solution in the circumstances. In theır compilation the
wriıter also drew the wealth of recommendatıions he receıved in NSWET

LO questionnaıre which he sent io people 1n South Afrıca who AIiIC

actıvely engaged in Chiro’s work*?

I’HE MOVvVEMENT'S TH  &> CHURCH
1US . &| ONCEC referred LO the Patro “the mınor seminary of the

parısh, the rst cell of Catholic Action”. In these words he expressed hI1s
hope that through thıs you organısatıon the Church would be able LO
obtaın the INnenNn and who could gıve back tO her the V1gour che
needed to CONqUCT WOT. whıch, the 0)8l hand, Was becoming
increasıngly de-christianızed and, the other, to arge degree had
not yeL encountere Christ at all
oug. the evidence SUuggESIS that the Patro has hardly Justihed thıs

optımısm, Pıus I8 words ArICc nevertheless worth recallıng, because the
launching of Chiro in South Afifrıca ASs late SUCCESSOT of the Patros
ATITOU5SC5S opes ın the hearts of Church eaders iın tha COUNLrYy simılar to
those of the late 1US C We longer lıye in the times of those who
thought that ‘“Catholic Action” 15 sufficient to the eed LO
render the Church LNLOTC relevant LO the modern world: an!: the value of
“the parısh” the basıs of Church ıfe has become INOTC debatable, CVCI
in Kurope. Yet, the Church’s basıc preoccupatıon today 15 S{i1L the SAa1llCc
aA4s it Was then, to traın people for the task of actıng wıtnesses to
theır faith 1n Christ.

In South Africa the eed LO instıl into Catholics INOTC mature Lype
of faıth becomes acutely felt due LO the wıdespread exıstence of mı1gratory
3 Cf. LUZBETAK, The Church an Gultures. NY 1963) 9871

(S£: endix. 'Ihe questionnaire W as sent tO 1092 supplied X0} the wriıter
by the South Afrıcan Chiro Centre 1in Klerksdorp. These WEeTIC maınly prıests
an: Sisters, including Man y Afrıcans, ıth tew Catechists, teachers and Chıro
eaders. Forty-four replied, VeCLIYy gyood CSPONSC. Also, durıng this yecar’s
Chiro General Councıl to 21st July, the questionnaire Was discussed
by members of the five Janguage STOUDS represented at the meeting Xhosa,
Sotho, Zulu, edi an Iswana an their conclusıons WEeTC sent to the writer.
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labour. Missionaries workıng ın the rural African TeSeETrVES often find that
members of theır congregatıon who SLaYy for long tıme in the cıty
switch their alleg1ance from the Catholic Church LO ONMN! of the
Afrıcan Independent Churches. Quite often thıs step 15 accompanıed Dy
remarkable change 1in the WaYy the Cr5SonN concerned presen({s himself iın
public. ToOom being insıgnıhcant parıshıoner before hıs departure, he
returns ASs zealous M1SS10Nary of 1C WdYy LO salvatıon, working wiıth
such conviction to uggest that he has heard about salvatıon
before in hıs ıfe

In the SaInle number of the Afrıcan Eccleszastical Revierzo) carrıed
WAarm welcome to Pope Paul’s immiıinent visıt LO that COUNLTY, veteran
M1SS10Nary 1n Uganda WTOfe that “the thesıs might be ser10usly defended
that IMany parıshes ATC preparıng Catechumens LO o out ınto world
hıch has passed out of exıstence, nNOot at all ınto real ıfe Ihe Roman
system 15 Jonger to the tasks facıng ıt 1n Afrıcan society .. It
exerclses most superficial hold OUrTr people. We eed in Afrıca
system clear, self-evıdent, and internally consıstent the INCSSASC ıt
15 meant to convey®.”
oug ultımately the wrıter of that artıcle May be 1n search of

Utopia, it 15 certainly true that he problem hıch 1S telt ECVCN
INOTE acutely in the partıcular sıtuation 1n which the maJority of Afriıcan
INCNH, and, LO lesser degree, (0)  n’ find themselves 1ın South Africa:
namely, the fact that the tradıtional parısh ıte 0€S nNnot suihicıently
PITCDaAIE OUr Christians to be able to gıve wiıtness LO their faıth, ONCEC
eircumstances ave forced them to leave their parısh and LO lıyve wıth
dıfferent people ıin unftamıiıliar surroundings. Not havıng learnt LO be
out-going and mıssıon-minded themselves, ıt often happens that number
of Catholics haılıng from different places lıve in the Samnec compound for
months, wıthout knowing of each other’'s relig10us attıliation. Con-
sequently, they cannot upport each other in adjusting to their LCW
sıtuation in spırıt of faıth TIhey do nOot ]o1n for worshıip, and still less
15 it lıkely that an y of them 11 actıvely radıate hiıs faıth LO others, ıf
ONe bears 1n mınd the Strong tendency towards communal! actıon hıch
15 inherent 1in the African tradıtion.
f they ATC lucky, prıest 111 offer the Holy Eucharist at regular

intervals somewhere NeCcAaTr theır place of lıying. But CVCN the Mass does
not usually ave much W! to create the two Componen(ts hıch WOU.
be of the utmost importance to the ıfe of Christian lıviıng iın these
cCircumstances.

For Varıous TCAaSoNs especlally the multiplicity of Janguages spoken
by the partıcıpants, and ıts alr of ımpersonalıty the Mass has lıttle
SUCCESS 1n creating communıty out of those who OM from ftar and

Vol XI, 1969) 226 MacInnes: An African Parısh Is there
problem?” (p 219—236)
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wiıide LO SLay the CILy Likewise, because it makes lıttlie allowance
1fs structiure for the actıve iınvolvement and partıcıpatıon of the CONSTC-
gatıon, the Mass tends LO toster SPIr1t of PAaSSIVC eXpeCctanCYy, rather
than OT:  (D of radıant WILNeESS tor OM S faıth

Under these CITrCumstances, 1T should not that Afriıcan
Independent Churches often make deep IMPTCSS1ON OUT Catholics.
In these they iind not only lıturgy hich involves them far INOTE

actıvely, but also the Lype of personal relationshıp which familiar to
them result of the intensIvVe relationshıips conneCUng them wiıth the
members of theır OW: extended tamıly and ıneage

What South Aifrıcan Catholics TEQUITE reference CONSISLINgG
of people who ave been raıned tO radıate theıir taıth and ATC thus
easıly recognizable who AIC actively concerned wiıth the affaırs of the
COomMMUnNITY, wherever they May be whose CONstan Al  = ıt LO build
CommunıLty Christian Spirıt VE where they find people lıving
theır lives dejected apathy 1f Chiro could become thıs model
South Afrıca, the attempt to launch thıs mMOvement WOU. be ell worth
the effort

It ought also to be mentioned that M1gTatory labour would still he
NECCSSALY tor jJong i1me to COMC, MC if the present attempt by the
South Afrıcan government to LEVOISC the intlux of Afrıcan labour into
the ...  whıiıte C1t1€Ss WEIC to be V' What 15 being saıd here, then,
does nOot oniy refer to the present abnormal sıfuatiıon has far wider
applıcation and ultımately A111s5 at amelioratiıng what MacInnes ca the
‘Roman system

1 May SCCIH that LO ASS1SN to you movement task of such wıde
would almost INCAan makıng 1L urch within the Church But

although 1 cannot be ruled Out that SOINC future Chiro members miıght
be inclined tOo SCC thıngs thıs WaYy it certaınly eed not he the Asc

Gall [2U2 the Gospel
I1 est domaıne ans eque °actıon de ı Eglıse Afrıique,

certaın DAVS urtout est 1LL1IMMNENSE celu: de L’education de
verıtable education chretienne qu«c celle QUu1 torme des hommes reSPON-

Eglise doit „proclamersables prefts CNYASCT SCTVICC des autres
Evangiıle QU1 realise le salut de tout L’homme dans lequel les realites

terrestres Sont pas sCparees des valeurs chretiennes. SOUS N} de
EVanouUIr, I1Aals TOUVeEnN es leur signihcation
Cf the long lıst of Native deparatıst Churches BENGT SUNDKLER’S Bantu

ro  eLs South Afrıca, London 1948 354—374 edition). The official
list of Churches South Aftfrıca 1960 contaıned INOTE than 2030 Bantu
Separatist Churches, of hiıch INalıy WETEC the olfspring of “historical church”,
(in Barrett’S terminology).

BRISBOIS, HL’KEglıse et le Developpement RC A vol Sept
539
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The Second Vatican Council’s “Decree the Apostolate of the
Laity  ü ends wıth solemn exhortation, entreatıng all laymen to NSsSWer
generously the promptings of the Holy Spirit oung people AT told LO
regard thıs admonition being diırected at them especially. Ihrough >
Holy ynod, the Decree ZOCS Ö the Lord Himself invıtes all laymen to
unıte themselves wıth Hım an to assocıate themselves wiıth
Hım in His sSavıng mı1ıssion2.

Ghirojeugd’s* aggıornamento of recent 15 known to ave taken
ıts inspıration from the Council’s Schema AULIIL, the “Pastoral Constitu-
tıon the Church in the Modern World’ G(Gaudıium et Spes hıs Con-
stıtution, the basıs of renewed Christian anthropology, the
dualism hıch untıl then had been haunting the Church’s attıtude towards
the WOT.

CThe Constitution’s posıtive approach, hıch does not overlook the
dramatıca ındoles1® of the world, ftound ıts approprıate expression 1n
artıcle 15 of the “Decree the Apostolate of the Laıity“”. SaysS that
the laıty fulfil theır mıssıon in the Church especlially through the harmony
hıch must exıst between their ife and their faıth, and thanks tO hıch
they AT able to become the light of the world In other words, they AaAre
called to live the Gospel 1n world which, the Council also observes,
15 characterized by ZTOWINg interdependence between a ll ecOple“. The
Council lays specıal emphasis invıtıng people to respond fo
this call hıs invıtation prompts certain basıc consiıderations with regard
to Chiro’s work in South Africa

(1) There Ca  $ Jonger exıst an y 19131 that the apostolate, understood
4S actıve involvement ıIn the spirit of Christ wıth everything
concerning INd:  - 1n his world, must receıve absolute priority in you
movemen inspired by the Church

WOou be A grea advantage, if Chiro could cast ıts apostolic aıms
apostolıc 1n the Just explained ınto few captıvatıng maxı1ıms.
Chiro-Burundi’s motto Joze V—aillance Amour provides example
of what these maxıms cshould iry not toO he ike “We build DCW socıety
wıthout hatred”, “We dedicate OUr lıves to building community ,
aTre examples of maxıms hıch aTre INOTEC than INCTEC slogans, they
contaın whole desiıgn ftor ıfe and at the Samne time offer cConcrefe
aım for ıts daıly practice.

For the smaller members code of ethıcs the Lo2 X averi? 11
certaınly be grea help 1n teaching them to apply such verall

Apostolicam Actuosıtatem art Article 1% of the Same Decree 15 exclusively
devoted the apostolic actıvity of youth

Flemish Nname for Chiro Movement Literally: Chiro Youth
Gaudium et Spes, art

i1 CGt ibid., Art.
Mouvement AÄaverı, Afrıcan youth movement ounded in 19592 by Fr.

George C in hat Was then the Belgıan Congo.
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design to concrete situations. As members STOW older, Bowever, they must
be taught to accept increasıng personal responsıbilıty in solvıng their
problems 1n ıfe iın the lıght of Christ’s teaching.

(11) hıs 15 the MCSSASC contained ın the hıstorıes of the German
Catholic Youth Movement, of hiro-Burundı, and of Ghirozeugd too
Ihe rst brought forth ıts most mature fruıt when the Nazı Lyranny had
eprive: it of all external Aufmars  ultur. Ihe proCcCS$S of personalızıng
ıts members’ relationship LO Christ, hich had already begun ın the
mMmovemen before 1933, then underwent deepening hıch 0381 WOU.
not ave imagıned possiıble INeTEC adolescents. Its sincere realism
made the pre-1933 analogıes between Christ, the noble knıght, and hıs
youthful squires, and other “intuitive” crutches of the like, aAappPpCar AS

hallow talk
Personalizatıon of the act of faıth, education towards personal ethics,

would SCEIMM LO be at varıance wıth the predomiınantly communal orıenta-
tıon of Afrıcan society. No oOu 1n it 1S, and hopefully the
Afrıcans 11l aVO1 the individualıistic approach to faıth hıch has been

ypıcal of estern Christianıty for centuries. But Afrıcan socıeties
dr INOTC statıc than Al y other Indeed theır iıntımate contact wıth
foreign cultures for nearly century has influenced them greatiy mong
them, the South African indiıgenous societies ave certainly been most
deeply itected Dy thıs contact.

'The IMOVC firom kinship socıety, ase: close personal relatıons
between ıts members, owards OPCH soclety, seis the task of assumıng
roles 1n increasıngly complex socıal structure hıs requıres the abılıty

the part of individual (0181 Afrıcan Christians to make responsıble
moral judgements, regardıng partıcular sıtuations 1n the light of theır
faıth in Christ.

Chiro-Burundı Ca  =) 4S warnıng. When 1n 1967 the
challenged ıts mMmOoNOpOLY youth work, ıt Was suddenly torced to realıze
that ıts past indulgence 1n Aufmarschkultur had led ıt to neglecting
almost completely its task of traınıng cadre of yoOoUuNnsS Christians 1n the
above

'The INCSSaSC to be read 1n the hıstory of the Catholic you movements
15 clearly thıs GEvVen 1ın those parts of Africa where at the present
moment people dIc not yet faced wiıth heterogeneous and multi-
dimensional world their Kuropean counterparts, the a1m of youth
movemen caterıng for them must be the SAdINC ASs that of youth INOVC-
ment 1in Europe; the SaImlle AsSs that of Ghirojeugd, for instance, SINnCe ıt
has launched itself its Impuls TOSTAININ namely LO educate
the LO takıng critical attıtude towards what 15 being taken for
granted in theır soclety, and tOo theır involvyvement wiıth the ma ]jor

Abbreviatıon for ‘ Jeunesse Revolutionnaire Rwagasore’”, the officıal, state-
sponsored youth movement 1n Burundıi.

258



spheres of present world problems his Just another WaYy of SAayıN$S,
to educate them LO lıve the (Grospel **
10 SUPPOSC that you movement must necessarıly SO through the

SAdInNe evolutionary stages hıch ave been distinguished the history
of the movements tudied thıs thesis WOU. be absurd 'Ihe
of youth movement towards the adult world and ıts involvement wiıth
the problems of real ıte eed not be preceded by per10d during hıch
the you encapsulates iıtself separate Jugendreich

In addıtıon, the A{firıcan deep desire to base hıs ıfe partıcıpatıon
and LO lıye ıte harmony wiıth humanıty and wıth nature 15 makes
it VC unlikely that he would CVCTI tall for such artıficial CONCEPL

Jugendreich It reasonable to expect LOO, that thıs San desire {to
lıve harmony wıth the whole COSINOS 311 induce the you Africa
tOo embody less radıical protest agaınst the “establishment” than that
hıch currently oSu INestern youth

111) 'The ımportant ıng to gel priorıties right {tf they AT the
rıg order, Man y secondary quest10ns hıch ave tradıtionally plagued
SOINC Catholic you movements lose theır ımportance As, tor instance,
the question of whether such movemen ought to be conceived
INnass movemen whether 1t should be 1101118 at forming elıte
Or the question about methods famıly method, intuıtıve method,
actıve method, and apostolıc method.

If you movement understands iıtself havıng call to lıve the
Gospel, ıt ll make that Gospel the centre of all ıts And ıt
11 find ıfs basıc method the imıtatıon of Hım who rst preached that
Gospel Hıs MECSSAHC called for actıon to practıse metanoı1da, 1X9) order
ONe OW. ıfe and O bring 1into harmony the ıfe of Ssocıety whole

His parables WEeTC always taken from the day CADCETICNCE of
His lısteners and emphasızed the ımportance of personal
No wonder that Cardijn S stressed both the intensıve study of the
Scriptures and the method 12r aS!r, hıch Was masterly
employed Dy the Lord Nobody who has CVCGE lıyed for SOMMC tiıme close
ontact wıth Africans Cal faıl to SCC how 1LICAr the Janguage of the
Gospel 15 to the 1IMaS CI Yy used by the Afrıcan proverbs 'These AIc the
tiıme honoured an of provıdıng people the ark Continent
wıth code of good INAanNnnNeTrsS treatıse moral behaviour and guıde
LO Correct socıal relations

Cf thıs pO1N! the deliberations of Work Group “ Glaubensverkündigung
Jugend- und Erwachsenenbildung”, of the Deutscher Katholıkentag, JIrıer,

111 Gemeinde des Herrn, Paderborn, 438—457 CSP 449 453
15 Meeting the Afrıcan Religıons, Secretarıatus Pro Non-Christianıis, Roma
1969

RODEGEM, SAageEsSE Kırundı2 Proverbes, Dictons, Locutions [/sıtes
Burundi, Tervuren 1961
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Often the LNLOTEC dynamic in the ou Afrıcan communıtıes ave
already ftormed clubs to proviıde themselves with entertaınment during
theır eisure hours. JIhey WOU not be attracted for long Dy whatever
offer Chiro COUuU make in the held of entertaınment!?. Öften, LOO, such
people aTre of the alıbre hıch anthropologiısts find LO be characteristic
of inen who AIC able to bring about what they call ““culture change  37
Such INCN o0k for ıdeas, not for ready-made actıvıties. And it 15 ell
worth rememberıng that Christ has described his M1sSsS10N eing “t0
bring fire to the earth’ 18

What 15 being emphasızed here 15 not that Chiro (South Africa)
should organıze and other entertaımnıng actıvıtıes, but that
ıt must SCEC ıts priorıities in the right perspective. (sames and the ike 111
be organızed by Chiro members for theır ellows 1n spırıt of Servıice
derived from the Gospel, but they 111 not form the centre of Chiro’s
OW. actıvıty, ıf iıntent buiıldıng COSY ‘Tamily” turned itselft.
Who eed ave fear that playful actıvıty 111 not turn u where
people OoMmM«e together” And in Africa at that! 1 herefore “"games” need
not an must not constitute (‘hiro’s first CONCErTN INay be permissible to
paraphrase the whole poıint ar 1ssue by OUr Lord’s admonıiıshment to “seek
first the kingdom of God: and al other things 111 be gıven (to you) in
addıtion 19

1V) There 15 plenty of OP tor Chiro’s actıon 1n South Africa 1n the
described ın the preceding two poıints, VCnNn gıven the condıtions

1n hıch the counitry finds ıtself at present. ıthout an y doubt, has
been already emphasized, the Churches and all mmen of gyood 111 must
do all in theır W to help bring about just social order in the
COUN(ITY. The fact, however, that for the tiıme beeing the present order of
things ın South Afrıca 15 not lıkely LO change significantly, does not OoOW
the conclusion that apathetic resignatıon 15 the only possible attıtude tO
take

Adrıan Hastıngs, wrıting about South Africa’s black population,
remarks that “ ıts| sulfering C  - rıng wiıth it compensatıon 1n matu-
nr Recent events 1n Man y of the newly independent Afrıcan states
ave shown hat basıc C1IVIC attıtudes did not aAappCar suddenly STOW
faster after independence. Yet they AdTC the SINeE qQUd O:  S for achieving

In an Y Case thiıs 15 not often of VerYy diversiled kind [° the complaınt by
leader who has een connected ıth Chiro since 196.  y  Ä |Chiro| specıalizes only

ith an NS an nothing Ise. All those actıvities AICcC meant for
younger NS to them They need something other than an N
Something that Cd  } attract them 6) Join the Chiro, football, band 1ın the
Chiro, first aıd traınıng, eic. Not only an NS}
18 uke 1 4

Mat. 6,
Church an Missıon ın Modern Afrıca, London 104
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the bitterly NECESSATY development of these countrıes and ATC

equally ıimportant for the formation of stable government.
10 SaYy that the present sıtuation South Africa holds for

teaching and CEXETCISINZ these vırtues, LO wilfully mısrepresent
the facts There AaTe thousands of Afiricans who hold pOS1L10NS of reSPON-
sıbılıty, ransıns from high rankıng officıals the governments and
terrıtorial authorities of the “Bantu Homelands to teachers an quali-
fied urses They all ave chance to practıse oya. unselfish SCITIVICE
the best interes of theır people and thus to set example for imıtatıon

Once INOTEC the present regime South Afriıca responsıble for the
continued exıstence of multiple soc1al eviıls hıch AAn harmful to the
growth of these attıtudes the Atfrican polıty Therefore 1fs replacement
through InoOoTre equitable socıal order hiıghly desirable But it WOu
INCcCan denyıng lesson contaıned the hiıstory of Man y natıon, if
0ONe WEIC 9 Sd y that black South Africans cannot do anything towards
developing importan aSpecCts of theır natıonhood CVCO NO whether
thıs be realized wıthin the order of the present government s policy of
creating independent *Bantu Homelands completely different
WaY

Here follow only t{two examples showıing how Chiro could make ıts
influence telt

By curbıing all SOT£TS of VICC and banditry urban In thıs
respect SOM clear thinking required often maıntaiıned hat the
existence of South African cıtıes entirely due to the jungle
of laws which has been created attempt to enforce the government
polıcy of st  1ct iınflux control®%! Thıis OVCI sımplification of the facts
Crime raıses ıts ugly head also Dakar and Kampala, where
attempts al controlling infilux into urban AI made by the authori-
L1eS, at least not for the sake of iımplementing plan ase:

colour of skin®?

21 Cf MULLER, Juvenile Delinquency and the Colour Bar Afrıca
South vol (Aprıl/ June 1959 35——41

WILSON MAFEJE, Langa, Cape Town 181 ome
observers ooking the NCW urban African communitıes SCC only chaos, but
fact there ATr regularıties the breaches of law, logic an conventJon IThe SaInec

ypes of condtlict Langa Broken Hıll Salısbury, Kampala, Stanley-
ville; the breaches AaIrc withın framework of regularity {t CAauscs SOINC INCI
LO dispair because they look the good that SONC, and the present evıl
they SCC the isolated trıbal sOCIEeLY, the peasant village, Arcadıia, an
COMPAaTrE 1{ ıth the tsotsies smokıng dagga and knihing their ellows But this

South African CAPTICSSION for the equivalent to European “"Teddy boys” Cf
BENJAMIN, Kings of Alexandra Afrıca South ıbıd 299— 34 Although

Alexandra township meanwhile has disappeared the portraı of the £SOES?
presented Dy the artıicle still holds true today
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Ihe South African police Lr y to tackle the problem from wıthout,
Dy applyıng hat often the brutal force of the law. And the
odds ATICcC always agaınst them For ıt 15 the SaInc polıce who UrSUuC,

the OINC hand, the maıntenance of law and order by curbing crıime
and protecting people, and who, the other hand, pester people
needlessly 1ın order to keep the system of apbartheid.

Chiro could tackle the problem from wıthiın. could plead wiıth the
offenders to g1ve their rooked WaYys both for the sake of Christ

and because theır actıons arm the au of theır people Why should it
not be possible for the present UNncCasSy relation between the police and
the Afrıcan populatıon to be changed by the weıght of African popular
opınıon itself? No doubt the tsotsıes, at present INngeEN10US in organı-
ZINg Systems of racketeering, also contaın elements who would appI1y
themselves wiıth equa zeal LO the task of furthering the of their
people, if only theır C1V1IC consciıence WEIC roused. An SCVCN wıder
for actıon 15 OPCH in the fıeld of Improving sanıtatıon, 1in brightening
the often dreary aAappCATranNce of the urban locatıons, and in spreadıng
spirıt of ne1ghbourly co-operatıon ONS theır inhabitants?3.

In the rural AarcCas, hıch includes most parts of the Bantustans?®‘,
sımılar problem 1S posed by the wanderıng hordes of Inen who

trek from 0)81° beer bout to another, breakıng the MONOLONY of thıs
“occupatıon only Dy irequent stick nghts NS themselves and wıth
other STOUDS of the Samme Ltype 'Ihe phenomenon represents the hyper-
trophy of soclal institution which the old trıbal system Was perfectly
capable of keeping wiıthın bounds. But because of the above-mentioned
reasons®, at present the problem 15 partıcularly acute, wıth ASCHNCY
being able to control it effectively.

Here Chiro’s call to lıve the Gospel, ın order to build “ better South
Afrıca, must bear fruit It has been saıd that ıt 111 be ON of the
Church’s most important tasks to teach Africa Christian mystıque of

antıthesis 1gNOres half the facts, both in town an country. esıdes the tsotsies,
the authors have ound, there live INany ““decent people” 1in the urban centres,
who Jjudge the tsotsies’ behavıour to be bad 'There exıst moral standards, they
declare emphatically.| Hence the Constant demand for compulsory educatıon for
Africans, for technical traınıng, for ]obs for adolescents, an the repeated
attempts by mıddle-class eaders to ‘“look after the interests of the youth 1n the
township and organıze clubs for them

Kaıros, monthly published by the South African Counci]l of Churches,
contaıns regularly reports development projects undertaken 1n Southern
Africa Dy its member churches. Supported by the Counciıil, all these Trogramm S,
which dICc co-ordinated DYy 'Inter Uur': a1m at “developing the dignıty
of the people en]oy reedom an independence from hunger an poverty and
show them NCW WaYy of lıtfe”. Ibıd., vol 37 Feb

Alternative term for “Bantu Homeland”
&e above, 2953
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work ” 26 Not that Afiricans dIi«cC unwillıng to work hard What iınvolved
ere ON  (D of the difficult aspects hıch CCOMPANIC the task of adaptıng

mentalıty ase primıtıve subsıistence-level CCONOIMIMY to the COIMM-

plexıties of modern market-orıented CCONOIMNY.
close —-operatiıon ıth the 0Ca authoriıties 111 be required to

achjıeve anythıng connection wiıth thiıs problem hether experıments
at iinding solutions to ıt 111 INOVEC the dırection of creating kınd of
communıty SCIVICE natiıonal eve whether they 111 be eft entirely
to SpONtaneOuUSs enterprıses taken 0C3a. eve two consıderations 111
be of paramount ımportance Fırstly, an Y such INOVC must be made wiıth
the wıdest possible COININON consent an secondly, ıt must iınvolve the
whole COomMMUNITy, not Just UNYy section of lt27

(V) TOmM thıs 1T clear that Chiro 5 TOSTAMM: of actıvıtıes for ıts
older members 111 ave to be quıte distinct from that tor the
015 oug. the insıstence actıve involvement the ıfe of the
0Ca Communıty must be characteristic of the entire movemen seeking
socı1al ınvolvement becomes of overridiıng ımportance for those members
who stand the E of being Tully integrated into SOCIELY

Interestingly, durıng the Chiro (South Airıca) General Councıl Mee-
Uung held al Klerksdorp from Sth—9th July, 1969 the motion Was tabled
by elegate to form organısatıon quıte different from the yYyOUNSCT
aADC STOUDS of the C'hiro’”?8$ for people above the aSC of seventeen

It Was suggested that this organısatıon should not be called
“Aspiırants Y but bear otally ditferent MN1NAalnlec hıch would not immedia-

centretely reveal ıts connectıon ıth Chiro Its TOSTAMUIN! should
around the preparatıon of the youths for adult lıfe, Christians and 4A5

members of Soclety, CETVICE for and iıniluence the youth outsıde Chiro
number of urther recommendatıons concerned ıts oug

the General Councıil decided that such STOUDS would be started at few
(unspecıified) places and that report about these experimental STOUDS
WAds to be tabled at the tollowing Cars S General Councıl the mınutes
of that meetıng“ contaın ınt 4S to whether the proJject W as under-
taken and whether 1t Was successtul not

1he evıdence from the ANSWEETIS to quest10ns five an S1X of the
questionnaıre make it amply clear hat thıs matter Chiro S{l faced
wıth CT10US problem, for hich solutıon must be found quickly The
movemen cannot afford LO waıt untiıl the IMPTFCSS1ON that °Chiıro for
the kıddies” has become the general OPIN1O0N IM the 14 to E year-olds

Cf MAURIER, “Insertion de ı Eglıse dans le Monde afrıcain et Proble-
matıque de la Doectrine chretienne RCA vol CN 314 316

On COoMMUNI1LY development work BATTEN, Gommunıitzes and theır
Development London 1967 Very readable book offering 1Iso lıst for
urther readıng 62—99 refer especlally to hat being discussed here

Official RKeport 1ssued Dy the National Secretarıiat poın
29 Held at Marıannhıill irom tha= 1 August 1970
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who AI O leavıng 1{ grea numbers, because they teel themselves
LOO old LO take part the d the yOUNSCr ONecsS AT playıng “ {Ihe
recent development Flanders of the Jongerengemeenschabp, jeugdklubs
and jongerenklubs has been SCCIL to SPI10$S from sıiımilar TeC45015 and
UTSUC sımılar Aa111s those hıch make South Africans wiısh tO ave
dıfferent organısatıon for the er Chiro members 'The fact that the
5SdINec desıre should turn under vastliy dissımilar conditions would
indıcate that ere fundamental deftect Chiro’s basıc design
covered fault hıch has iındeed been pointed out by authorities
pedagogics also®%l

(v1) Unless you movemen has to se]1” anl idea it 111 be doomed
LO aılure In 1fs heyday Chirojeugd's attractıon W as small WaYy
the result of ıfs VarTrTı0Ous stırle elements, but these alone WOou not explain
the dynamısm hıch the moOovement has developed Behind this stood
the wl  iıdea of makıng Flanders nNnio Christ kongdom Somewhere this ıdea
Was iıntluential Vcn when later 1ts members WeTIC called upon to make
grea sacrıfıces for the movemen 5  5 spread Africa

It has been propose thıs sub section that Chiro South Africa
should regard 1fs IN1SS107 ral5ıng A call fo lıye the Gospel In S1EUAa-
tıon where INanıy SCC violence a4s the only solution to the ımpending
problems, the Church cannot fulfil her task better than by drawıng the
people minds to the foundation of that faiıth which teaches o hope
agaınst all hope ** To infer that such IHOVEC would amount to feeding
IN 68) the people WOU. be to Sa Y that the Gospel 0€Ss not COMNCEIN

itself wıth the ordering of human relatıons at all Ihe apparıtı1on of the
called Social Gospel Was not really NCCESSAT’Y to draw attention 8

the fallacy of such inference far INOTC CONVINCINS argumen the
profound influence the Gospel has had Mahatma Gandhi's socı1al
thinking which has eft lastıng IMDTeCSS1ON recent Indıan legislation®

Gollaboration wrnıth all Men of 00d Ul
‘“Catholics should iry to operate wiıth all INnCnN of good 111 fo DIrO*

mote whatever irue and Just whatever holy and worth lovıng
Phıl )34

Extracts from etters received anNnswer to the questionnaıre
31 S: the following answer to quesfti0on five of the questionnaıre which
from respondent who 5a YyS of hımselfi that he Was “formed an deformed tor

the Chiro [ın Europe| ': Because don’t have appropriate pTro-
Tamm«e for OUr bigger NCcs lose Doys and gırls after 15 old It
exactly the SAUAMeEeE problem 172 Europe. We need specıal TOSTAaMMCS, speclalısts
for that C-8T'|  P | Writer’ italics|]

Rom 41
Cf D’S0uUZza, ““Mahatma Gandhıi and Christianity“‘, Bulletin (Secre-

tarıatus pro Non-Christianis) 4th yCafl, 162—179 CS 179 176
34 Apostolicam Actuositatem, Decree the Apostolate of the Laıty, art
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Openness 111 be one of the characteristics of Chiro ı South
Afrıica, and thiıs ı everal respecfis:

(1) Ecumenically. The COININON stand agaınst apartheıd policy has
brought the OU: Afriıcan Churches closer together than 15 the asec

several other countriıes of Afrıca ere 15 STOWINS realızatıon that ıf
each urch continues 1fs 1155100 to the world along Narrfrow denomı1ı-
national lınes thıs would not only be short-sighted but WOU. provide
the Cr1ıt1ics of the churches good grounds for theır havıng wriıtten them
off 15 ırrelevant“®

ısunıty not only dıminishes the credibilıty of the Gospel it also
responsible for INmMECNSE wastefulness of Christian TESOUT CCS MCN,

and buıldıngs, and gravely hinders the ıimpact of the Church upOonN_n
predominantly society“®. As regards youth work, leadership

traınıng COUTISCS and the COININON UusSs«c of educational tacılıties offer wıde
hield for ecumeni:1cal operatıon“.

(11) Openness to 18910)8852-Christians. respondent to the questionnaıre
states that theır Chiro STOUDS they ave IMNOoTEe 8{8}  - Catholic than
Catholic members “Y€t”‚ che SoCS 0} their lives AI closely inter-

they SO to school together, play together, lıve ogether the
Ihe pOo1N' made the letter interestng,mutual influence grea

it worth quoting at SOINC length We therefore find it OUT

apostolic duty to accept and help the non-Catholics ell the
Catholic children Often 1{ EVCN the dAsSCc that 110  - Catholics dIic INOTC

faithful than Catholics In vıllage, where ave only tew Catholics
who dıd not CVCMN COMEC for SO1ILC Uıme, wished to StOpP Chiro But
then the non-Catholic children and VCn SO111C of theır parents Aas uS,
please, to CoONtınue Under such condıtions, INAaYy put orward qUC-
st1o0ns Are nOot allowed 180 traın NO  - Catholics for leaders? 1 not
why? Can e{8)  o Catholics make the prom1ScC and JO1D the ramıng camps”?
If not Wh E K

There ollows PaASSdASC the letter hıch unconsciously to
paraphrase OUT Lord’s sentence that an yONC who not agaınst you 15

for vyou: an reflects St Paul’s burning CONCETN for Christ to be
preached by all Al possiıble®

IThe objection that when NON Catholics ]JO1N leader raınıng Camp
they m1g learn OUr WaYy of Chiıro and then STtar‘ their OW: youth

Kaıros, vol (Feb 1970 “Church Plannıng tor the 70s”
CGf The Southern Gross, Feb 1969 15 “Report the 3rd meeting of

the Church Unity Commission of South Africa”
87 CGf Kazros, vol Dee contaıns report National
Youth Leadership Iraining Course, lastıng three months, hich has become
increasıngly ecumenıcal alfaır though 1t 15 sponsored by the Methodist Depart-
ment of Christian Education an Youth

Luke
39 Phil
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mMmovemen sımiılar lınes”, do not fiınd valıd 1C42SONM. ven ıf thıs
should happen, ıt WOU. be blessing for them havıng had chance to
become better people and ıt WOu OV! that OUTr labour 15 not in vaın:

helped LO spread Christ’s kingdom
(111 Üpenness LO all On principle, Chiro in South Afrıca ought

LO be ready R8 accept members An Yy people, matter hıch
&5 F CM o they belong to However, under present conditions ıt 15 lıkely
that Chiro 111 maınly spread ıts influence Africans and Coloureds
only mong the latter there exıst already SOT1L1LC Chiro STOUDS ın
which ATC predomiıinantly nhabıted by thıs ACc mong European
children and adolescents ın South Afrıca the “Christian Life Group ”
GLG) Movement has been spreadıng fast iın recent under the 11C1-

get1iC dırection of South A{irican-born Fr. Goller, Jesunt“. JIhe Christian
Life Groups make it theır task

to seck constantly the anNnswers to the needs of OUT tımes and LO work
together wıth the whole people of God for and
Justice and charıty, lıberty and the dıgnıty of all men**.

Granted thıs preoccupatıon of the movement with the apostolic
ınvolvement, ıt 15 to hbe hoped that bılateral relations between it and the
Chiıro movement 111 be established Varıo0us levels, a  oug the
present legıslatıon would not really ENCOUTASC “mixed actıiyvıities’’42

(1V) Üpenness towards SpONtaneOuUs STOUDS. It has been laımed hat
‘“the innumerable assocılatıons of the modern Afrıcan townshi1ps INaY,
indeed, be SCCH 00 of civilisation”’43. Wiılson and Mafeje show
convıincıngly that in managıng these clubs, grea mMany INnCN and

'The movement’'s General Princıples WEeEeTC approved by Rome for uUuS«ec ad
experimentum ın arch 1968, an AIrCc obtainable at the National CLG Centre,
Forest JTown, Johannesburg.
41 General Princıples,

hat there 15 nevertheless D' for Christian ıfe Groups LO work “*aCcross
the colour line  ‚97 has been deduced by Janıce DRYDEN who 15 conducting SUTVCY
of socıial work done by the GLG movement. E her artıcle 1n T’he Southern
Gross; Novr. 2 9 1970, CLGs have visıted non-whiıte institutions and
entertaiıned their inhabitantes. Ihey have Iso carrıed Out Varıous other charitable
m1SsS10Ns ın Non-European
An artıcle 1n The Southern Gross of pri 2 9 1969, entitled “Much Contact
AaCTOSS Colour Bar st111 legal”, states that ““Churches, urch halls, schools and
their grounds d1iIC of theıir nature prıvate... In all such buiıldıngs an theır
grounds interracıal SErV1CES, meetings, concerts, plays, debates, sports, ELEn aAarc

Jegal, provided they Aar®e by SOTINC selective ınuvrLtatıon and not by genera]l openıng
{0O the public.”
From this it 15 obvious that there 15 Iso 3 for CLGs an Chiro XSTOUPS
meeting each other Vecn under the present restrictive legal system, devised to
reduce interracıal ontact tOo 1Nnımum.

WILSON MAFEJE, Langa: Study 0} Socıal Groups ın Afrıcan
T ownship, Cape Town (1963) 179
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Adre gaımıng experience in the organısatıon of STOUDS hich ATC longer
based kınship and hiıch AI part of money-based CCONOMY. hus
these assocıatıons dIC liable to fulfil precıisely that role of °hbanc d’essa1
de la V1e  27 hıch Cammaer an others wish that you ZSTOUPS should
SSUINEC 1n Kurope“**.

would be neıther realistic NOr desirable to hope that all these STOUDS
WOU. gradually be ADSOrDEe by the Chiro moOovement. It could CVCON be
argued whether AlYy SoOrt of “assımilation” perhaps following the
Flemish pat club model would be the rıght thıng to aım a In Anı y
CaSCl, ıt 15 not worth whiıle theorizıng about thiıs poımnt; ıt 11 ave to be
left to experience LO find solution ıin each partıcular Aase. What should
be stressed, however. 15 that princıple Chiro must be prepared 1X9)
co-operate wiıth and counsel whoever ıntends LO work for the SAdINCc

objective, namely to make South Afrıca better place for all ıts 1N-
habıtants to lıve 1n.

IHE OVEMENT'S PLACE IHE COUNTRY
Among the services you movement COU render South Afrıca, the

following would SCCTINMN to be of the utmost ımportance. Al of them ave
been referred to already, though only 1n feeting ANNEeET.

Firstly, iın the country’'s present sıtuatıon, hıch for the Afrıcan popula-
tiıon 15 characterized by the typıcal Symptoms accompanyıng the rapıd
change of soclety s cultural pattern; Chiro ought to offer itself to
people reference with whose values and ideals they Ca  -

identify themselves.
Secondly, while ıt strıves to prCcparce the adults ftor responsible

cıtızenship, Chiro must endeavour to bridge the gulf hıch has opened
between the youth and the older generatıon.

Lastly, but by least, C'hiro COU. contrıbute its chare towards
peaceful settlement of the problem most po1gnantly felt by everybody

1n South Africa. By helping the African to regaın hıs self-respect, and
devoting itself {tO creatıng clımate of mutual respect and TUS between
all Chiro COUuU. pomt out the vua regz1a leading to ultimate harmony,
where today there loom mutual dıstrust and fear.

“South Afrıcan Chıro“
After all that has been saıd about the ımportance of achıeving the

firm embedding of Cultura. transplant 1n the local culture to hıch it
has been transplanted, the SIress the eed to gıve Chiro pTrOoOpCr
“South Afrıcan” image needs urther explanatıon.
44 Cf£. VAn KCHELPOEL et al., Jeugdwerk ın Perspektief, Antwerpen

ö2; VESSIGAULT, Le Statut et la Formatıon des G‚adres de Jeunesse, Stras-
bourg 1969 S75 ”FE ducation for choice” in Y outh Polıcy 1  P

RÖSSNER, ene Jugendbildung, München passım, CSP 60—75
„OÖffene Jugendgruppen als sozlale Übungsfelder mıt gesellschaftlichem Modell-
charakter. CC  CC
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Beyond the requirement of seeking the utmost possible 1n the WaYy of
“africanisation , South Airica offers LO Chiro everal addıtional chal-
lenges. ÖOne of the greates 15 the task of helping the people in
developing the qualities they requıre LO make successtul LNOVEC from
primitive, onedımensional soclety into the pluralıty of industrial society.
'hiıs implıes their ımegration iınto  A Lype of socıety hıch demands of
the indıyıdual the makıng of choices and the takıng of decisions wiıth
personal responsı1bilıty, wıthout theır Josıng immediately that of
communal responsıibilıty hıch 15 typıcal of small-scale, kinship socıety.

In the iollowing, several nerres d’attente ATIC lısted with the intention
of helping Chıro shape ıts South Afrıcan image 1n such WaYy that ıt
will truly be LiS5SWer LO the country’s specılic needs.

(1) Elders’ co-operatıon. pomınt turnıng 1n almost each of the
replies received 1n connection wiıth questi0ns 3‚ and of the question-
naıre 15 that of public relations, especlally the necessity to WIN the
SUppOrt of parents for the movement.

Before the movement Ca  ®} become actıve 1n particular ICa of
African “Homeland”, the headman's approva. has LO be obtained. Some-
tiımes thıs has proved difAhcult task Suspiclion the part of the elders
Springs maiınly from {two consıderations. The movement might contaın
the seeds of yet another relig10us sect, but INOTE iımportant, there 15 fear
that C'hiro 111 foster in the youngsters spırıt of insubordination towards
their parents and provıde them wiıth CXCUSC for dodging work at home.
Another TCAason tor the reluctance SOINC parents feel agaınst allowing
theır children to joın the mMoOovemen! 15 the tear of urther’ SINCE

their budget 15 already stretched to the lımıt it they ave children who
are attendıng schoo1®.

(11) Liaison wıth the CUStOMATrYy African inıtiation. As has already en
emphasized, Aifrıcan trıbal sociıety provided for youth traınıng hich
Was adequate tO 1ts needs. Boys and girls WeTC gradually led LO acquire
those skıills that WEEIC needed 1in their communal ıte Children learnt
early to respect parental authority. Older INCN and [0)  N, often the
grand-parents, taught the tradıtional triıbal etiquette hıch operated 1ın
almost V phase of ıte courtesy towards adults: remembrance of an
respect for the ancestors; behavıour at meals: an respect for property
KFinally, each boy and gırl,; attaınıng marrıageable ASC, underwent

hus Chiro organıser 1n place where Chiro has ecen actıve Since 1969
wriıtes: “Last but not least,; Chiro mMmOUVEMENET 25 really EXHENSIUE mMmOvVeEmMeENLT.
In SOMEC places really ıt 15 VCIY, VeCrIYy difficult to Star it. You INay get in touch

‚ easıly ıth the parents and CONvınce them about Chiro 10 they C  - help you
to recruit the children. But 110 where d1ic you going K9) get lıterature an the_ Beyond the r‘equifement of seeking the utmost possible in the way of  “africanisation”, South Africa offers to Chiro several additional chal-  lenges. One of the greatest is the task of helping the young people in  developing the qualities they require to make a successful move from a  primitive, onedimensional society into the plurality of industrial society.  This implies their imegration into a type of society which demands of  the individual the making of choices and the taking of decisions with  personal responsibility, without their losing immediately that sense of  communal responsibility which is typical of a small-scale, kinship society.  In the following, several pierres d’attente are listed with the intention  of helping Chiro shape its South African image in such a way that it  will truly be an answer to the country’s specific needs.  (i) Elders’ co-operation. A point turning up in almost each of the  replies received in connection with questions 3, 6 and 9 of the question-  naire is that of public relations, especially the necessity to win the  support of parents for the movement.  Before the movement can become active in a particular area of an  African “Homeland”, the headman’s approval has to be obtained. Some-  times this has proved a difficult task. Suspicion on the part of the elders  springs mainly from two considerations. The movement might contain  the seeds of yet another religious sect, but more important, there is a fear  that Chiro will foster in the youngsters a spirit of insubordination towards  their parents and provide them with an excuse for dodging work at home.  Another reason for the reluctance some parents feel against allowing  their children to join the movement is the fear of further expenses, since  their budget is already stretched to the limit if they have children who  are attending school®.  (ii) Liaison with the customary African initiation. As has already been  emphasized, African tribal society provided for youth a training which  was adequate to its needs. Boys and girls were gradually led to acquire  those skills that were needed in their communal life. Children learnt  early to respect parental authority. Older men and women, often the  'grand-parents, taught the traditional tribal etiquette which operated in  almost every phase of life: courtesy towards adults; remembrance of and  respect for the ancestors; behaviour at meals; and respect for property.  1Finally‚ each boy and girl, on attaining marriageable age, underwent a  45 Thus a Chiro organiser in a place where Chiro has been active since 1969  _ writes: “Last but not least, Chiro movement is really an expensive movement.  In some places really it is very, very difficult to start it. You may get in touch  ‚ easily with the parents and convince them about Chiro. So they can help you  to recruit the children. But now where are you going to get literature and the  __ group flag? Because once you mention money, the start to be against you and  tell you that they are poor and starving. They are willing that the children  _ _must join the movement but cannot afford the requirements of the Chiro.”  E [Writer’s italics]  268_ Beyond the r‘equifement of seeking the utmost possible in the way of  “africanisation”, South Africa offers to Chiro several additional chal-  lenges. One of the greatest is the task of helping the young people in  developing the qualities they require to make a successful move from a  primitive, onedimensional society into the plurality of industrial society.  This implies their imegration into a type of society which demands of  the individual the making of choices and the taking of decisions with  personal responsibility, without their losing immediately that sense of  communal responsibility which is typical of a small-scale, kinship society.  In the following, several pierres d’attente are listed with the intention  of helping Chiro shape its South African image in such a way that it  will truly be an answer to the country’s specific needs.  (i) Elders’ co-operation. A point turning up in almost each of the  replies received in connection with questions 3, 6 and 9 of the question-  naire is that of public relations, especially the necessity to win the  support of parents for the movement.  Before the movement can become active in a particular area of an  African “Homeland”, the headman’s approval has to be obtained. Some-  times this has proved a difficult task. Suspicion on the part of the elders  springs mainly from two considerations. The movement might contain  the seeds of yet another religious sect, but more important, there is a fear  that Chiro will foster in the youngsters a spirit of insubordination towards  their parents and provide them with an excuse for dodging work at home.  Another reason for the reluctance some parents feel against allowing  their children to join the movement is the fear of further expenses, since  their budget is already stretched to the limit if they have children who  are attending school®.  (ii) Liaison with the customary African initiation. As has already been  emphasized, African tribal society provided for youth a training which  was adequate to its needs. Boys and girls were gradually led to acquire  those skills that were needed in their communal life. Children learnt  early to respect parental authority. Older men and women, often the  'grand-parents, taught the traditional tribal etiquette which operated in  almost every phase of life: courtesy towards adults; remembrance of and  respect for the ancestors; behaviour at meals; and respect for property.  1Finally‚ each boy and girl, on attaining marriageable age, underwent a  45 Thus a Chiro organiser in a place where Chiro has been active since 1969  _ writes: “Last but not least, Chiro movement is really an expensive movement.  In some places really it is very, very difficult to start it. You may get in touch  ‚ easily with the parents and convince them about Chiro. So they can help you  to recruit the children. But now where are you going to get literature and the  __ group flag? Because once you mention money, the start to be against you and  tell you that they are poor and starving. They are willing that the children  _ _must join the movement but cannot afford the requirements of the Chiro.”  E [Writer’s italics]  268ag? Because 1910 > you mentıon NCY, the star to be agaınst yOou an
tell you that they ATC POOT an starvıng. They G w willing that the children

must jJoin the movement but cannot afford the requırements of the Chiro.”
[Writer’s italıcs|]
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prolonged rıte de DASSAZE, hich Was designed to PTCDAaICc them for their
ıfe ın adult society. Durıing thıs inıtıation they WETC dramatically
severed from theır chiıldhaood past, an the eiders conferred them theır
OW.: wısdom an experiıence concerning marrıage an the {amıly, ell
all aspects of the nation’s polıtical lıte4®.

Wiıth regard tOo South Afrıcan trıbesmen lıyıng in OWNS, researcher
wrofe early 1937 that "the grea maJorıty of the 139191 and

NO groW1nNng the Wiıtwatersrand know lıttle nothing of
the old form of inıtiation 47. He therefore conclude that “schooling
after the estern pattern must, of necessıity, take the place otf the
former traınıng 1N the trıbe”.

Ihe wısdom of thıs syllogism 15 doubtiul. and the evıdence indicates
that close 35 VCAars later by all chıldren born the
Witwatersran receıve aM Y schoolıng in the estern pattern at all But
it 15 also true that urbanısation has urther developed sınce Phillips
WTOfie hiıs book, and has been invarıably accompanıed Dy the facts he had
observed, 1. the dısıntegration otf the tradıtional forms of inıtiıatıon.

On the other hand, al least in rudimentary form, inıtıation 15 still
dhered (9) by INanYy trıbesmen lıyıng 1ın urban condıtıons, and has SC  -
rally retaıned ımportant place in the ıfe of people who lıve 1n the
rural Indeed, ıt 15 ONC of the strongholds otf Customary a  5  C,
behind hıch the o0ca culture has retreated 1n the face of overpowering

from European culture. T here remaıns also 1in parts of the
CoOunNiry lıving IMCMOLY of age-set system based inıtıatıon classes,
hıch had been operational in the trıbal past. But while ıt INaYy still
A4S poınt of reference with regard LO establıshing Nes trıbal identity,
inıtıatıon cannot be saıd LO fulfil Aalnıy 1NOTEC under present condiıtions ıts
former task of inıtlatıng the people iınto the WOT. Iyıng
ahead of them Being protective cultural stronghold, ıt transmıts
modes an attıtudes hıch wWwWerTrT«ec suntable for trıbal past, but AT out of
tune wiıth the modern world

In these cırcumstances, effort chould be made to seek l1aıson
between Chiro’s eclare' aA1m LO SCIVC ASs vehicle for the youth’s inıtia-
tıon into socıety and those inıtıatory institutions hıch ave served
this PUrpDOSC 1n the triıbal past The quest10ns involved ATrC certaınly of
VE complex nature and WOU. requiıre er10us study before An Y final
steps COU. be taken. hıs does not INnCAan LO Say that ıfte ın the Chiro
movement cshould ead to and ave its cliımax 1n trıbal ınıtiation. One

Most monographs African trıbes and peoples contaıin pertinent observatıons
this subject. For INOTEC specific example, cf SWIDERSKI ın Revue de

Psychologie des Peuples, 7} Annee, (1966) FO2422990) ““Les agents
educatifs tradıtionnels chez les Apindj1” trıbe in central abon) For
masterl1y introduction tO the basıc aspeCts iınvolved ın initiatıon, cf. ELIADE,
Naissances Mystiques, Paris

PHILLIPS, he Bantu ıINn the Caty, Alice (Lovedale) (1987), 146
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Very ımportant objection to such procedure, 118 others, would be
the fact that Chıro WOU. not wısh LO help reinforce the tormer NAarTOoW

triıbal loyaltıes. Rather ıts a1mM must hbe LO these, in the interest
of the Africans’ growth to mature cıtizenship 1ın modern society.

What 15 proposed 15 to mMO Chiro’s scheme tor the youth’s iınıtıatıon
into socıety the tradıtional trıbal iınıtıatıon. Mrnre especlally,
Chiro’s inıtatıon c<should incorporate what has been the maın characte-
ristic of the trıbal inıtiation: ıt must be final step, and public sanction
of the fact that the INa  =) an has 110 reached 81 sStatus
1n socıiety. On havıng been inıtiated, the inıtıates werTrec Jonger regarded
ASs children, but STOWI1-UDS, and acquired IC rıg hts and duties
accordıingly. Applıed to the people of God, Chiro’s inıtı2tıion would ave
LO amount to public declaratıon by the Church that it trusted that the
inıtiates would 110 live to the expectations hıch the communıty, the
living Christ, placed 1n them 15 quıte obvious that the sacrament of
Confirmation COU. be linked wıth this IN ın extremely sensıible
way“®®

Iniıtiatıon n  iınto Christian style of lıfe, hıch 15 not only ready to hold
ıts OW: under adverse condıtions, but to radıate faıth to others, should
ave been completed by certaın ASC, and thıs fact must be sealed by
publıc 3901 Of COUTSC, this 15 nOot LO overlook the fact hat gTrOWINg
to the ‘“£ullness of Christ””*? 15 task for lıfe; Christian teachıng 111
always ave to stress thıs evıdent truth

In the ASsSec of South Africa, ıt 15 suggested that thıs critical per10d 1ın
ıfe talls between fifteen and seventeen a  . hıs 15 the ASC when most
boys enter the labour market. 1S, of COUTSC, impossıble to present
rule which would fit sıtuatıon. Students naturally torm exceptio0n,
and 1ın urban condıtions boys would often pıck jobs long before they
had reached thıs ASC. 10 suıt the optımum number of dıverse sıtuations,

realistic suggestion miıght be 1K0) envısage the inıtıatory taking
place SOoON after the members’ havıng completed their fiıfteenth yCar of
aATC 'The Samne aSCc lımıt Ca  — be saıd to apply to gıirls also, their marrıage

rule takıng place al rather early agCc Besides, girls of that aSC-
STOUD, unless they study, would almost invarıably take SOINC sort of
employment.

The I1ASss exodus of C'hiro members when they reach the aSCc between
fifteen and seventeen YVCATIS, observed by all respondents to the quC-
stionnaıre, 15 not only due to the lack of suıtable TOSTAMMC for these
adolescents who sShow healthy resentment to being taken AS “kıid-
165  97 but reveals also the eed for marked break, separatıng the

Interestingly, Work Group of the Deutsche Katholikentag 1970 adopted
resolution which demands of the bishops not to conter Confirmation before the
15th yCar of ASC. C G(Gemeinde des Herrn, Paderborn 1970) 457

Gr Eph 41
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ante f{rom the DOost The tact that trıbal inıtıatıon, hıch has precisely
thıs character of markıng the important step firom ON  (D status to another,
15 stil1 1n lıying MCMOTY, WOUuU SCCIMN o offer unıque opportunıity to
C'hiro in South Atrıca E COu help LO avo1d there the iınherent ambı-
gulty of Kuropean youth movements, namely that the movement the
:0)81  (D hand expected ıts members to remaın actıve ın ıt untiıl they should
INAITY, and the other realızıng the ack of realısm hıdden in thıs
EXpeCLaNCYy palıd lıp-servıce LO the princıple that ıts "older ones”
would jJom SOTINC suntable STOWN-UD assocıatıon of the ‘“Catholic Action ,
whiıle hopıng that they would take thıs Step late possible.

1S also obvıous that there INnay be chance ere to bridge the ‘ gulf
between the old and the generation at least LO SOINC extent
“Inıtiation would Sımply be farce and be robbed of ıts intrınsıc value,
if it wWerTre to be conceıved wiıthout substantial involvement of the older
people Ihe post- Vatican { 1 trend towards greater partıcıpation of the
aıty ın the affairs otf the parısh, epitomized by the election everywhere
of parısh councıls, and the growıing realızatıon of the communal aspects
of the Church all evels, WOU SCCHN to offer wiıide hield for exper1-
mentatıon 1in thıs matter.

(111) Ascension hersonnelle. Jraditionally, Chiro’s 1  —  dea concerning the
AscCENSLON hersonnelle found ıts eXpression iın ser1es of “promises’”’ hıch

member took 4A5 he moved from ONC age-division to the ext Resembling
the VOWS taken Dy relig10us, the System of promıises W as likened LO COIl-
centric cırcles, hıch repeat the central -  idea of members’s duty to
strıve for NVeT closer unıon wiıth Christ 4S the centre of hıs lıfe, and
to achieve VCIrI roW1ing radıiation of Christ’s love in hiıs envıronment.

hıs 15 perfectly defendable 1eW of Christian movement’'s a1m and
PUTrDOSC, and ıt has helped thousands of INCN and LO live
ıfe 1n close unıon wiıth Christ in hıs Church OWEeVEeTr, apart from being
lable to breed in-Zroup spırıt, partıcularly if ONC consıders ıts usc in
connection wıth Chiro’s "1amıily method’”, thıs system acks the healthy
ension hıch could ave been introduced into the movemen(t, if CVCTIY
“promise” had been conceıved step bringing the member CVCT closer
to final status Is 15 ere where the system of mer1ıtocracy (ascensıon
personnelle links wıth the propose inıtiation.

1Ihe notion of makıng everal “promises” contaıns yet another er10us
disadvantage, OILLICE it 15 transplanted tOo Africa 1n its present form. As

M1SS10NAaTrYy knows from the experi1ences he has had 1n Afrıca with
the cautelae, the sıgnature pıece of PapcCr, ven when ıt 15 covered
wıth the most solemn formulae, in culture where tradıtionally important
agreements had to be sanctioned by publiıc COMNCOUTSC 15 vırtually
worthless.®9 The SaIne Call be sa1d of the ilag banner, hıch AI

Besides, “the method of workbooks an hıllıng 1ın torms 15 rather complicated
for the African children. It Iso involves {00 much NCY tor all the S  S,
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equally alıen LO African culture as Kurope's ‘“paper-culture”.
“"promise” to be loyal fo Christ made the ilag mMay at best produce
colourtul 3081  9 but ıts practical CONSCYUCNCECS 11 be rather meagre.“

But EVenNn 1n Kurope itself, the iıdea  - of “promises” to be taken by children
and adolescents, o Mar theır growıng unıon wıth Christ, would SCCIMN

dubious practice in the light of facts presented by authorities 1in modern
catechetical pedagogı1cs. Ihey emphasıze that the taıth of ild and that
of adolescent AT not concise ediıition of the faith of It must
take its shape in to catechetical presentatıon which 15 9} be
carefully adapted to each phase of the growıing person s development.
Most ımportant, relig10us instruction OuUg. tOo aım at leadıng the £#TOWINg
PCTSON LO CVCTI STOWINg realm of reedom. Wiıthın this realm he must
constantly make Nn dec1ısı10ns concerning his acdherence LO Christ, ın

to his expandıng perception of the world and h1is O W: sıtuatıon
1n it Promise has ıts approprıate place ın the world of the mature Ür

and ıt theretore doubtful instrument to be used in the
AscCensıONn bersonnelle of ıld and adolescent.

hus modern catechetical pedagogics teaches that taıth 15 not
condıtion hıch 15 to be preserved by WaY of keeping promise. An
ascensıon hersonnelle which putfs the emphasıs constantly increasıng
one’s nowledge and acquirıng NCW skılls WOu SCCIN to suıt the dynamıc
character of growıing faıth far better than does the 1  n  dea of promises”,
a4s these WOu rather tend tO CONVCY the notion of taıth being something
statıc.”

would find iıt VeIY NCCECSSATY to simplıfy these preparatıons for inıtıiatıon N and
promıise. (Extract from respondent’'s letter)
51 humorous (?) experıence made DYy the writer during CamPp ın 1968 the
Chiro flag had een hoisted. The chaplain had delivered his address to the

standing ...  1n tormation” around the fag-pole. Now it W as the chief
leader’s task to SINg appropriate SONg hymn honour Christ, symbolized
by the flag. His cho1ce W as the chant, Honey, love you’”', taken by S1Xty
enthusiastic vo1ices.

ÖE EXELER, Glaube Jesus, den Ghrıstus, Freiburg CSP 17—31,
ON: ‘““Die entwicklungspsychologische Bedingtheit des Christusverhältnisses” EX:
1Iso h1s artıcle ın Goncıliıum, Jahrgg. 6’ Heit (March 162—160606,
contaınıng useful bıbliographical hints

For all those who 1n their AaNSWEETIS demanded that 1n Chiro the children
‘“should learn something that they do not yet know  C the iollowing extract from

letter DYy leader who has een affıliated ıth the mOvement tor mManYy
may stand typical in AL WeIr LO questions an “At present 1n OUT
diocese the Chiro devotes attention to the leader-formation, but hasn't target
yet tor iıts members ell 'IThe aspects SCC could help the movement 1n ıts
devotion to all members 15 there cshould be something made hıch members ATC

> Inıtiation 15 here used 1n the of induction iınto ON of Chiro’s different
age-divisions, not ın the 1ın hıch the term Was used in poınt (11)
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(1V) Rıtual an Symbolism. movement, whether ıt caters for STOWN-chıldren, 111 invarıably tend LO EXPreESs ıts tundamental ıdeas iın
the language of rıtual and symbolısm. hıs May consıst of the celehration
of partıcular Teasts, peculıar WaYy of members’ saluting each other, or
other such elements ave been SCCMHN LO be characteristic of
Ghirojeugd.

People who ave devoted their lives to the study of thıs subJect, bothftrom philosophical angle and from ıts evıidence 1n the hıstory of
relıgıon, feel Justihed 1n speaking of “ log1que du YM!  54 TIThe usc
of symbols, they SaY, allows INan LO assımılate and to unıfy the hetero-
SCNOOUS aspects of the COSIMMOsSs into system ın which he himself becomes

symbol. In Africa, INan still feels far INOTEC part of the COSINOS than
does hıs estern cCounterpart after long PTFOCCSS of struggling tOo harness
the POWCTS of nature. Consequently, LO the MMENS afrıcana the unıyerse
SEl represents “forest otf symbols’”’,° and partıcıpation ın ritualiızed
actıvıty Ca  } be saıd to he eed in the ıte of INna  } 1n Africa.

hıs being S Chiro WOU do ell to CONCeErn iıtself Very ser10uslywiıich the choice of approprıate symbols and rıtuals, for ere 15 hrerred’attente hıch could OPCN to the movemen secret path to the VEheart of ıts Afirıcan members. 1, the other hand; the movemen faıls
to adapt its rıtual and symbolism to the Afrıcan 9 ıt INay condemn
itself to being INOTEC than superficial gloss, despite iıts highsoundingiıntention LO represent call to lıve the Gospel.

I wo dangers must be carefully voıded first, the Kuropeans dealıngwiıth the movement must not Lr y to impose theır African parinerstheir OWN SUSP1C10N an hesitancy wiıth regard to the uUScC of the languageof rıtual and symbols, to hiıch they ave been condıtıioned through lıving1n rationalıstic cultural envıronment. Secondly, ıt 15 worth effort
to elımınate from the mOovement, before ıts introduction in certaın place,
an y ambiguities and such traıts hıch Ca  w wıth certainty be saıd to remaın
alıen indıfferent fo the local culture.$ Only SOINC hints regardıng the
second cCaveat 111 be gıven ın the following.

aımıng to reach SOINC day like at school chıldren AT SUTC of becoming somethingthere are pOsts 1ın front waitıng for their SUCCECSS NOW the Chiro 15 not
siımilar to school method, but vVen other organısatıons have 1m and ambıtion
X0 make their members professional following their victorıes In their actıviıties.
Chiro 15 Christian movement which could SCC to 1ts members that they PTrODCFın their |S1C] an g1ve them something which people could realise that this
vemen 15 powerful an ıt 111 OUr nation to change in ıfe anı gaınrecogniıtion K0) other of “ world an to (50d.”
54 E,g ELIADE, I’raute d’Histoire des Relıgions, Paris passım, CSP367—3892 edition)

CGf the book of that title by TURNER, Ithaca 1967In OoNe location of South African “Bantu Homeland” the headmen refused
Sisters permission tO star Chiro, because when they had Ärst heard about the
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(a) In the licht of the PTFOVECNANCEC of Ghirojeugd’s militaristic stırle
traıts and theır ready disappearance 1n the COUTSC of the Flemiısh Chiro’s
recent aggıornamento, ıt Ca  - longer be laımed ser10usly that such
features marching and Varıo0us kınds of drill must necessarıly ftorm
part of youth movement, because they allegedly respond to natural
desire 1n people Let drill be used by schoolmasters LO enforce
discipline; 1n youth movement whıch a1ms at building communıty
spırıt and fostering personal responsıbılıty ıt 15 doubtful device, to Sa y
the least. The SAdINC C  - be sa1d of banners and pennants. Apart from
anthropological MISg1VINgS, and the question of COSL, there 15 always
the iınherent danger that such paraphernalıa 111 become the centre of
attention and 111 eventually upport superficial Aufmarschkultur,
rather than symbolize invısıble ıdeal

(b It 111 be worth while to SCan the riıtuals of trıbal inıtıatiıon,
prımarıly those SET1 ın UuUsSCcC today iın South Afrıca, LO discover the basıc
pedagogical PUTDOSC which they ven those m1ss1ı0nNarıes and
soldiers who ave eft the hArst notes of INOTC reliable Lype concernıng
natıve customs, COU not help admıtting that these WEeEeTC pervaded Dy
deep wısdom about human nature and seemed extremely effective iın
achieving theıir PUTPOSC. To apprecıate the importance of such ad-
Mm1SsS10N, ONC has to keep 1ın mind that these Victorians WEIC extremely
prejudıced agaınst the obJects of their description, whom they cont1ı-
nuously referred to “heathenish barbarıens .

In 0)81  'g such CUStOM, still widely sed oday during the Varıo0us rıtes de
Dassage, the subjects of inıtiatıon ATC solemnly remınded Dy the elders,
1n public TCIMONY, about their duties towards each other and the
communıty at arge 15 obvıous that thıs practıce could be profitably
employe 1n Chiro’s OW.: proposed inıtiatıon rıte, and the OCccasıon of
the instalment of LCW eaders

Further afıeld, Dyson-Hudson, 1n describing the succession-ritual of the
Karımojong of Uganda, g1VES account of the remarkable rules
governıing the people’s behavıour theır Journey LO the sacred place
where the 3081 takes place No OIl!  (D mMay make nO1se, still less

movement they thought of it 1n connection ıth SK the etters and
easıly being confused Dy speakers of the Janguage spoken 1n that ıBn S
Studies of S} cults an other millenarıan movements abound ıth examples
showing how innocent objects and actıons, made uUusS«ec of 1n the normal day to
day ıfe o1 Europeans, became laden ıth symbolic meanıng and WEIC often
made the centre of syncretistic reinterpretatıion of the people concerned. Among
the culture traıts hıch have sutfered this fate ATC ag-poles and, less
surprisıngly, ilags, ell marching and miılıtary commands. ©>

WORSLEY, he Irumpet shall sound, London 1968); and BURRIDGE, New
Heaven, New Earth, (Oxtord 1969)
57 (F Col MACLEAN, Gompendium 0} Kafır Laws an uUsStomsS,
Mount Coke 1858 100, 160
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fight; on may steal;: ON!  (D May rake old dısputes by asking for
the repaymen of debts The sıgnılıcance of these rules 15 clearly X0} keep
the ON$S generally turbulent people, when it 15 about to assert
ıts unıty in the nation’s most solemn rıtual.®® hıs LO gıve ınt
rıtuals of actıng Out the Gospel COU be visualızed, to remıind Chiro
members constantly about their movement’'s hıghest a1ım. Chiro’s rıtuals
an: Chiro’s ASCENS1LON hersonnelle must both be employed to traın ıts
members LO liıve the Gospel.

In thıs connection ıt 15 worth returnıng for moment tgo the earlıer
mentioned studıies 1n African ıld psychology conducted by French
scıentiısts. They AT 881 agreement ın theır assertion that Afrıcan children
generally exhibit low frustration tolerance and explaın thiıs fact by the
A4asSe wiıth hıch these children could gratify theır desires 1n early ıld-
hood Whether thıs explanation 15 true and 111 ST1 hold when greater
number of pertinent studies have been made, has yetr LO be SCCH All the
wrıter wants to do 15 to draw attention to the ımportance of teachıng
children the abilıty to control gratification, 1in order to facıilitate the
development of achıevement motivation.” How closely such motiıvatıon 15
liınked to the notions of and development eed hardly be
stressed.®

(C) Unitorms. hıs 15 delicate question, hıch 15 rarely discussed
wıthout emotion. Few South Afrıcan correspondents returned posiıtıve
verdict the question of whether it mMay be advısable nOot to usS«c unıtorms
1n the mMovemen there But ıt should be mentioned that wıth few CXCCP-
tıons the AaNSWETS 1n favour of havıng unıtorm dIi1llc from places where
Chiro 15 only known and actıve SINCE 069 at the earliest. However, ONM
veteran member, who Ca  w prıde hımselt havıng long record of
affıliation wıth you work, 15 in favour of Complete abolition of uUunı1-
forms. He WOU. ıke to SCC them replace by sımple badge.** Reasons
gıven Dy people 1n favour of uniforms do not SO beyond those stated 1n
official Chiro publications: attractıon, unıty, wıtness. Surprisingly, not

sıngle 9)8(  (D of the respondents mentions any practical consıderations 1n
favour of uniıtorm.

CE Dyson-HupDson, Karımojong Polıtıcs, Oxford 189£.
C BARKOWITZ, The Development of olıves and V alues 2ın the Child,

New York Although the evidence thıs poıint 15 far from certaın,
research polnts iın the direction that need-gratification 15 not only insufficient
for the development of strong achievement motıivatıon, but continued CasSYy
satısfaction of desires mMay actually destroy thıs instigatıon.
50 Cf MCÜCLELLAND WINTER, Motzvating Econom1c Achievement,
New York 1969) passım

“NO uniform, red tape trouble tor becomıng member, difficult openıng
of meetings, style of estern youth movements based Hitlerjugend,
miılıtary drıil1.”
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The truth _ is that the idea of usıng unıtlorms 15 already engrained in
the South Afriıcan socıal body Irıbal socıety has known the Uus«c of
distinguılshıng S18NS and badges before the advent of whıiıte culture,
though the idea of aımıng at unıformity Was certaınly absent. Under the.
impact of estern culture, however, the entıire 0Sa natıon 3;  0,
Was divided Dy what has been referred to 4S the “Red-School OPPO-
siıtion . Whereas ‘“School-Xhosas” aspıre to absorb the whıiıte man’s
culture, the X hosas” cling to the tradıtional trıbal values and
instıtutions. hıs iıncludes wearıng theır characteristic red blankets hus
the “Red people  27 purposely distinguısh themselves by theır unıtorm mode
of dressing from theır ‘ho conationals wearıng Kuropean Jothes

Iso schools throughout the COUNLIY tollow the English custom of
demandıng that children WCeCar unıtorm durıng school hours. hıs has
helped tOo spread the iıdea that unıtorm creates “"sense of belonging”
still urther. Groups of children appearıng 1n popular ““concerts”, VCn

11 these AIC not organızed by theır school, ıke LO Spor “unıform’”,
hıch sometımes consısts of nothing but ilimsy skırt made of crepe.

In urban locatıons, and LO lesser degree 1n the Afrıcan “ Homelands’”,
partıcular days of the week the 15 domiıinated by the colourful

unitorms WOIIL by the belonging to the Varıo0us churches’
Manyanos. ese ave been described 4S “the origınal framework within
hich the women’s emancıpatıon ın ou Afrıca| evelops and CAPICSSCS
itself’’.63 Brandel-Syrier SayS that ..  any Af{frıcan minister’s wife when A4as
about her Manyano 111 Star by sayıng eYy AICc those who take
u unıtorm .%

Up untiıl 110 Chiro in OUu Africa has strongly insıisted the use of
unıforms by ıts members, supporting its demand with all the ideological
arguments known from Ghirojeugd. But granted that ıt 15 the Afirıcans
themselves who 111 eventually ave to decide whether the continued us«c

of unıtorms 1n the movement 15 desirable not, the fact remaıns that
Chiro Was imported to them, unıtlorm and all, wıthout their havıng had
choice iın the matter. Hence basıc reconsıderation of the whole 1SSuUe
cannot logically be dismissed impossibilıty, ECVCNMN if at present ıt

rather remote.
15 of pecıial ımportance to realıze that unıtlorm not only helps LO

create atmosphere; ıt 15 itself miılıeu. {Ihe danger 15 undeniably
present hat the WECaTEGLr of unıtorm cultivates attıtude if only
subconsciously hich 15 marked by the eat distinction between ..  on
duty” and ‘“*o1f dt” But Chiro’s a1m 15 decidedly to teach people

62 Cf. MAYER, Townsmen I rıbesmen, Gape L1own 20—42;
294— 318
63 M BRANDEL-SYRIER, Black Woman ıNn Search of God, London 2920
'The term derıves Irom U  O (Xhosa) assocıation.
6 Ibid.,
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to . live the Gospel at all tımes and 1n all places. Another ımportant point
has been brought by Man y respondents. They plea: for the usS«e of
completely dıfferent unıf1orm for the older members, advocate the
discontinuance of the use of uniform by members who ave reached
adolescence.® It 15 obvious how these tendencıes reflect the observations
Cammaer has made wiıth regard to the jongvolwassenes® resentiment
of being locked into  er jeugdperiode. The writer’s suggestion of ıntroducıing
1n South Africa’s C'hiro movement Lype of inıtiatıon hıch WOU. mark
clearly the JonZvolwassene’s eNIry into socıety also deserves fo be
recalle at thıs juncture. For f the adolescents ave other choice but
breakıng out of the miılıeu mposed them by the movement’'s insıstence

theıir havıng to WCAaTr unıform, ıt Ca  ® easıly happen that ın discarding
the unıtform they reject also all that the unıform stands fOor, LO the
mMmovement wıth all ıts aspırations.

(v) Some specific poıints regardıng the structure and actıvıty of STOUDS
(a) Although thıs IMNay not sound pleasant to the aArs of SO1I1C Uuro-

ans, it OUg: LO be emphasized that the African preference for infor-
malıty instead of rıg1d organısatıon 111 ave LO find due recognıtıon in
Chıiro’s organısational make-up. COU be argued whether the inherent
spontaneıty 1n African society 15 not INOTE conducive LO Chiro’s avowed
ques for radiant JOY, than 15 the insıstence order and dıscıpliıne which
the European you movement tradıtion has inherited from ant an
Fichte More TUS should be put in the self-regulatory W! of the
African communıiıty to put ıts affairs in order.®??

111 be important to find out empirıcally the organısatıonal anı
employe by the present-day kinds of SpOnNtaneous assocıatıons forming
ON$S African you in the urban ownsh1ıps and 1in the ‘“Bantu
Homelands’”. hiıs must ave priority MC the attempt LO lay down
theoretically forms of leadership tor Chiro 1n South Africa by abstracting
models from the tradıitional Aftfrican patterns of Jeadership. One must

typıcal A4NS5WET to question of the questionnaıre 15 the tollowing:unıtorm 15 advisable to be 1n uUSCcC only from Starliıghts, Sunbeams/Shepherds,Comrades/Companions, Christiboys/-girls Christis 15 where the spırıt to
neglect unıtorm starts, they COM ıth it half WEATrT. Aspirants totally theydon’t want to WEaT ıt They OMe ıth their clothes they like. What
experienced 15 they do lıke uniıform, bur not the ON  'g sımiılar to that of the

d1ıv1is10ons. Ihey want to decide an choose themselves the 0)8{  (D they lıke,
since they look to feel when they WCar like yOUNSCI nes.”

Jongvolwassene adult
hat draconiıic fines ATC meted OUT by the Manyanos and other 1NOTEC

spontaneous STOUDS, like the SOCCeEr clubs, for aılure K0) attend lack ın
punctualıty shows that informality mMust DYy lead to anarchy. Cf
WILSON MAFEJE, Langa, Cape Town 1963 179
z  z These Aarc the South African equıvalents 8 the Flemish of
dıvisions 1ın Chiro
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attempt to grait ontfto the movement those patterns of leadershıp which
A1IC used by the SpOontaneous assocıatıons. At the SaInec tıme ıt INAay be
useful LO experıiment wıth 1819 Lorms, conceived along the lines of
tradıiıtional Afrıcan leadership hıch WeTC in uSCc in trıbal assocılations
prıor to contact ıth the Kuropean culture.

(b In Man y places, especlally where Chiro STOUDS exıst ın non-urban
condıtions, correspondents find that Chiro’s insıstence the eaders’
duty LO attend three meetings week (leaders’ meeting, cell meeting,
general meeting) 15 1X070) heavy burden. Regularıty of meetings 111 ave
to he insısted 0} but theıir Iirequency 111 ave LO be ad]uste: LO the
0CcCa condıtions.®

(C) 15 important LO realize that the Chiro Centre 111 ave to stimulate
the development of differentiate TOSTAMMCS to meet the requırements
of STOUDS lıyıng iın different SOC10-ECONOMIC condıtıons. The maın diffe-

15 that which exıists between rural and urban As elsewhere iın
Afrıca, the Church 1ın the past has not paıd enough attention LO developıng
iıts influence in the urban conglomerates rapıdly A4S ıt has done 1in the
COUNLrY. Liet Chiro beware of makıng the SAadi1llc mistake.

ılson and Mafeje reckon that less than 0)81  (D quarter of the cıty
dwellers O11 whom they made theır research belong to SOINC SOrt of
club.®? ese people WOUu invarıably be the INOTEC dynamıc y pes, who
Ad1IC actıvely involved 1n culture change and the adaptatıon of theır ellows
to the L1CW WaYy of ıfe 1n the OoOWNS Unless they ATC assısted 1n thıs task
Dy the Church NOW, they 111 lay the foundations for “Secular City”
which there 111 be (0101881 for belief 1ın God.?9 And ıt should be
mentioned Lt0O that urbanısation 1n South Africa today does not only
take place 1n the heavily industrialized the Reeft, but 15 energeti-
cally promote by the government in the ‘Bantu Homelands” themselves.

(v1) Some specilic remarks the movement’'s lıneaments and tasks
It eed hardly be menti.oned that Chiro 1ın South Africa, from the

ÖOne correspondént irankly lısts the {ollowing 1Cason 1ın AdUuSWeTr tO question
of the questionnaire: E 1 Chiıro| has olıdays It 15 just ıke hurch.”
Op cıt., 113
C HASTINGS, Ghurch An Missıon ın Modern Africa, London (1967)
08f ”I he LOWN, the unıversity, the grea mınıng arca, the chaın of bıg

secondary schools: these AT 1D1CW and decisive aspects of African socıety an!
they require different Lype of evangelizationattempt to graft onto the movement those patterns of leadership which  are used by the spontaneous associations. At the same time it may be  useful to experiment with new forms, conceived along the lines of  traditional African leadership which were in use in tribal associations  prior to contact with the European culture.  (b) In many places, especially where Chiro groups exist in non-urban  conditions, correspondents find that Chiro’s insistence on the leaders’  duty to attend three meetings a week (leaders’ meeting, cell meeting,  general meeting) is too heavy a burden. Regularity of meetings will have  to be insisted on, but their frequency will have to be adjusted to the  local conditions.®  (c) It is important to realize that the Chiro Centre will have to stimulate  the development of differentiated programmes to meet the requirements  of groups living in different socio-economic conditions. The main diffe-  rence is that which exists between rural and urban areas. As elsewhere in  Africa, the Church in the past has not paid enough attention to developing  its influence in the urban conglomerates as rapidly as it has done in the  country. Let Chiro beware of making the same mistake.  Wilson and Mafeje reckon that no less than one quarter of the city  dwellers among whom they made their research belong to some sort of  club.® These people would invariably be the more dynamic types, who  are actively involved in culture change and the adaptation of their fellows  to the new way of life in the towns. Unless they are assisted in this task  by the Church now, they will lay the foundations for a “Secular City” in  which there will be no room for a belief in God.’”° And it should be  mentioned too that urbanisation in South Africa today does not only  take place in the heavily industrialized areas on the Reef, but is energeti-  cally promoted by the government in the ‘“Bantu Homelands” themselves.  (vi) Some specific remarks on the movement’s lineaments and tasks.  It need hardly be mentioned that Chiro in South Africa, from the  6 One correspondent frankly lists the following reason in answer to question  6 of the questionnaire: “It [i.e. Chiro] has no holidays. It is just like Church.”  92 Op: cıt:;p. 13  %0 Cf. A. Hastınes, Church and Mission in Modern Africa, London (1967)  p- 98f: “The town, the university, the great mining area, the chain of big  secondary schools: these are new and decisive aspects of African society and  they require a different type of evangelization ... The personnel at the Church’s  disposal in Africa is very limited ... and the danger is to go on concentrating  too much on what we are used to — the rural apostolate — and to give far less  than a reasonable minimum to new approaches. One might compare the large  number of missionaries working in Lesotho, a rural mountainous area, with the  relatively few at work in the African locations around Johannesburg. These  locations have as big a population as has the whole of Lesotho, they even  include very many of the young people of Lesotho who have come down to  get employment; and it is surely in the great urban areas that the future of  South Africa and its leadership will be decided.”  278'IThe personnel at the Church’s
disposal in Afrıca 15 VeELYy 1ımıted an the danger 15 tO concentratiıng
t00 much hat AT sed tO the rural apostolate an LO g1ve far less
than reasonable 1nımum X0 11C approaches. One might COMPAIC the large
number of missıonaries working iın Lesotho, rural mountaınous Arca, wiıth the
relatively few at work 1n the African locations around Johannesburg. 'Ihese
locations have bıg populatıon has the whole of Lesotho, they ven
include VerYy mMany of the people of Lesotho who have OMC down to
get employment; and it 15 surely 1ın the gTrEA! urban that the future of
South Africa and its leadership zu0! be ecided.”
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beginnıng, 111 fall under the category of ...  youth work” and not that of
youth movement.7! 1I£, nevertheless, the term “"movement” 15 constantly
used ere ın connection wıth Chiro’s work ın South Afrıca, thıs 15 sımply
for the sake of convenıence and to follow convention. Besides, it May ell
be that Chiro’s work 1n the ervıice of the South Afrıcan youth 111

catalyst for the 1SE of ruly popular movement.
Ihıs might happen 1f Chiro’s call LO lıve the Gospel appeals LO the

imagınatıon of the broad MaSScCS, instigatıng them to urther the
of theır people by increasıngly developing such qualities 4S would be
needed for ıts achıevement: of responsı1ıbilıty for the COININON

g00d, soberness, parsımonıty, hard work, and self-reliance. 'Therefore
Chiro 111 place the emphasıs organısıng help tor self-help. The
movement cannot CSCADC the fate of Arst havıng to organıze instıtutions
and actıyıties for people, but at the SaInec tiıme ıt 111 traın them
to TU  —$ theır affaırs themselves. Hopefully the movement 11l develop
1NOTIC an 1NOTIC ıts OW.: momentum time SOCS

In urban condıtions 0)81  e of Chiro’s maın tasks 111 be to stimulate the
provısıon of centres sımiılar to the Flemish jeugdtehuizen”?, ıth ONC

signılıcant difference: bearıng 1n mınd the ast number of people
who ATC badly educated and cannot find pPropCr employment, emphasıs
ll ave to be aıd INOTEC advancement in professional skills than

provıdıng opportunity for healthy modes of recreation, though these
must by anı:! be neglected.”

As regards the people 1n the COUnNIrYy, grea efforts AT LO be made
to pPrCparc them for the culture shock awaıtıng them when they to
work 1ın the white cıtiıes. It 15 ell known that in OUT OW.: socıjeties in
Kurope the problem of easıng the people  S eNITYy ınto the harsh
realıties of professional ıfe has for long time occupied multitude of
minds and led LO 1Impress1ve of specıal protective legıslatıon.
When South Afrıcan youths ]oın the industrıal workıing force, they AI

certainly protected by safeguards aıd down 1n theır CONLraC of work.

In the AaSec of “youth work” rom Gmn. Jugendarbeit) something 15 being
done for the people "{Irom above”: the organısational, institutional
structures AdIiC INOTE pronounced. In the ASc of 66;  youth movement” deal
ıth movement arısıng from the people themselves.

Jeugdtehuizen (sing.: Jeugdtehuis) kind of youth club OPCNH to all
people regardless of whether they belong to youth organısatıon.

Though conditions have doubt improved sSince then the Reef, 1n INanıy
other places in the Republic hat PHILLIPS wrote 1n 1937 The Bantu 2ın
the Gaty), Alıiıce (Lovedale), 291f would st111 be true today “SO far
recreation 15 concerned, the maJor1ty of the Native people the Reef AT

poorly provided for I he locatiıons AT gloomy places after work hours.
Little attention 15 gıven tO the lıte of the children, especlally of those who AT
not at school And actıvıtıes for older youth the occasıonal concerts an
dances ATC often of questionable sort.  97
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But the problems arıse when they AT suddenly confronted wıth world
hıch 15 bewilderingly different from that ın which they STCW Iheyface the task, not only of ıntegrating themselves, ike theır Kuropean
contemporarıies, D  into the professional world of adult society, wiıth ıts
rules of keen competition, ıts TaCe for profit and ıts basıng person’'s
value the degree of efficiency he attaıns 1n hıs work. In addıtion, they
must absorb the shock of facing tor the rst time 1n their lives the OVeET-
poweriıng materıal wealth of whıiıte cıyılısation.

Preparation for married ıte 15 another important poınt, for Christian
marrıage 1n Afrıca today 15 certaintly less “"neuralgic” than it Was
sixteen a ago./* Fortunately, the people themselves realize thıs
eed 1n increasıng INCASUTC. hus 0)91° of the reports from the discussi0ns,
held by the Varıous Janguage STOUDS durıng the recent General Council
of Chiro (South Africa), the wriıter’s questionnaire, states *For
Aspırants uggest INOTE discussion Dialogue in connection ıth
preparatiıon for ıfe Question of love marrıage child-care eic
Further it WwWas suggested to cCo-operate wıth STOUDS and clubs outsıde
Chiro an tackle COININON tasks together 1ın Varıo0us places and locations.”
'Ihe desequilibre between the length of tiıme devote in the Church to
preparıng people tor the holy Eucharist, and the sma amount of Pa-
ratıon tradıtionally offer them for theır marrıed lıfe, has been pointed
out recently by team of African prıests.”® In theır suburban parısh in
Kinshasa they ave made successtul experiments ith conducting marrıage
preparation COUTSES communal basıs.

Hardly less ıimportant, though Iyıng different evel, 15 the eed to
OPCNH AaVCNUCS for the people to become inıtiated ın the basıc aspectsof ONCY CCONOMY. TIhe formation of credıt un1o0ns WOu offer an
to do thiıs ın WAYy hıch 15 uncomplıcated and at the SAdadiInec time capable
of teaching them the truth of the mo tamped South African CO1NS:
Ex unıtate nres.76

Coming to spea NC INOTC of the AsSCENSLON personnelle, the tests hıch
must be passed in order LO acquıre 1C  < status ın the mMoOovemen: in
other words, to “ascend” in ıt must maınly concentrate practical
aspects For instance, for boys of certaın aASC, ONC of the requiıred tasks
CoOu. be to know how to patch the tube of a bicycle. Another OTIC miıght
7 CGf. talk given by Sr. MARIE-ÄNDRE du Sacre-Coeur E Structure
soclale coutumıere face du Christianisme” ın Formatıion Relıgieuse Afrı-
GUE Noire: Gompte Rendu de la Semaine etudes de Leopoldville, Bruxelles
(1955)
7} &3 Orientations Pastorales, 132 (Sept./Oct. DE ZOCT. ‘*Essa:  }
d’une Pastorale de Preparation Mariage dans uUuNe Paroisse rbaine”
7 C the “Rhodesian Credit Unions “miracle  299 featured in artıcle ın The
Southern Gross, Novr. 3; 1969 Having started their hrst credıt unıon only S1X
years before, Rhodesians by 1969 had formed VCT thirty SavVıngs clubs an
e1;ven credıt Un10ns. Between them they had pooled amount of 000
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be LO Save money for buyıng SoOome useful tool, say spade, and to perform
certaın Lypes of work wıth it (see to it, for ınstance, that partıcular
part of the road 1LICaTtr one’s homestead 15 always kept 1n good order).
Sımilarly, gırls m1g be requıred LO know how tO cut the materi1al for
certaın pıece of clothing, in order LO pPaSS tEeSL; LO admıniıster
sımple hygienic treatment to baby. Here agaın it 15 clear that tasks
111 ave to be adapted LO the different sıtuatıon 1in tOown Aan! COUNITY.

Last, but not least, Chiro will ave to Co-operafte wıth whoever 15
willing to provıde the White publıc 1in South A{frica wiıith INOTC infor-
matıon the true nature of Afriıcan society and iıts inherent values.
'To mobilıze goodwill Afriıcans themselves, to CONYUCT their
frustration and apathy, 111 certamly be Chiro’s prımary aım. Increasing
self-respect In Africans 111 SO hand iın hand wıth raisıng their
respectabilıty growıing number of Whiıiıte South Afrıcans, and

them WOU SCC AS black barbarism.
allayıng the atters’ fears of being swamped ın WAaVC of what Man y of

At the SdINC tıme, however. the appallıng ignorance the Dart of Nanı y
Kuropeans ıth regard LO their Afrıcan co-nationals 311 ave to be
OVETCOMEC. 15 NO sayıng t0O much 1f ON!  (D maintains that mMan y white
South Africans ave INanıy weırd iıdeas cCoNcern1ng natıve cCustoms and
the Afrıcan WaYy of lıfe, 4S the Victorains held hundred d dSO And
thıs 1n spıte of the fact that they chare ON  (D and the SAallnc Couniry ıth
the Africans, advantage which the Victorians did not ave

Furthering mutual understandıng between the raCc®eS, and increasıng
their respect tor each other, 111 ave LO hbe ma)J]or target to be strıved
tOor 1ın multi-racıal COUNÄTY. hıs 15 basıc truth and it remaıns truth,

matter whether ONC SCC5 the country's ea future Iyıng in the
PUTrSUANCC of the policy of “separate development” in that of bulldıng

harmon10us pluralıst socıety. Kespect requıres its basıs understandıng;
thıs agaın Can only STOW where truthful inftormation 15 ireely avaılable
LO NC.

ÄPPENDIX
Which do you find 15 the most attractıve aspect about Chiro for OUT boys
Aan: girls”?
In Case you would find that the pedagogics of Chiro AT not yet sufficiently
adapted to the African mentality, which would be yOoUr suggestions regardıng
thiıs point?
In yOoUr experience, which dAdICc the bıggest difficulties encountered Dy
CrSoN who wishes LO Star Chiro work 1ın SOMEC place? And which Ad1icC the
difficulties encountered, ıf anYy, NC the has een started?
Do you thınk it would be advısable not to UuUsS«c unitorms 1n the movement”?
If S} for what reasons?
At which ADC do you fiınd most boys an gırls leave Chiro? Kor whatreasons?
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Which do you find AICc the maın Causecs preventing the young Irom Jomiıing
Chiro groups”
Do you thınk the movement devotes enough attention 0) the personal
formation of its members”?
1f nOoCL, hiıch ArcC the aspects which you would lıke LO be SCCH havıng INOTC

emphasıs laid upon”
Do you thıink the Chiro method OUT South Afrıcans
sufhiciently tor their “lay apostolate” ın the Church and 1n theır milieu?
What does the older generatıon (parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts) thınk
of Chiro?
Do they cshow actıve ınterest 1n the venture”
Have you noticed alıYy spontanecous N the youths tO bring their
C'hiro PTrOSTAIMMIN 1LNOTC 1n lıne ıth the local requiırements” Any interesting

to “airıcanıze “ Chiro?
11 How do you MAaNaSc the financial affairs of the group(s)? Who 15 in charge

of them?

Vorstehende Abhandlung ist eıl einer Dıissertation, mıt der Verfasser der
Papstliıchen Universität Gregoriana/Rom ZU Dr. theol promovıerte. Die BC-
samte Arbeit erscheint demnächst ıIn den Supplementa NZ/Z  => (Schöneck-Becken-
ried/Schweiz) unter dem Titel Y outh WorkR ın S5outh Afrıca Ghallenge
the UT
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