
COVENANT AND UNIVERSALISM
Guide for mM1SS10Nary readıng of the Old Testament“*

Dy alter Vogels
Ihe grea theme hıch easıly manıfests itself OLC reads the Old

T estament 1, wıthout OU! that God has chosen Israel hıs people
and has made cCovenant wiıth her. 15 because of thıs that EICHRODT
has been able to construct al hıs heology of the Old Testament around
the theme of the cCovenant. We INAaYy therefore ask ourselves the question:
what about the salvatıon of natıons”? Is there unıversalısm 1n the Old
Testament?

Some studies have been undertaken thıs subject*, but LO00 often it
has been treated separate subject. For ypıcal example of this
approach MaYy quote the emınent Englısh exegete, ROWLEY.
The author has published OIIC book the election: T’he Bıblical Doctrine
of Election London, 1950), and another ON  (D the unıversalısm of the
Old 1estament: The Missıonar y Message of the Old T estament (London,
1955 We Ca  - therefore easıly SCC the problem which presents itself:
must speak separately of the election of Israel and, the other hand,
of the salvatıon of the natıons: should not SCC veCIYy ıntımate ink
between the two” Ihe question remaıns Very relevant for the Church:;
don ’ t t00 often spea of the Church and the M1SS10NS, rather than of
the Church hıch 25 missıon”?

Perhaps the research of the past fiıtteen which has been evoted
to the study of the covenant“® allows to o0k the question VCT and
to conclude that there really does exıst VerYy intımate ınk which unıtes
the theology of the covenant wiıth that of unıversalısm in the Old
Testament.

15 110 established tact that the sacred authors have been inspıred
by certaın practices of extra-biblical internatıional polıtıcs to CXPITCSS the
tıes hiıch unıte Yahweh to Israel Ihey have considered thıs relatiıonshıp
between Yahweh Suzeraın an Israel 4S Vassal, in the lıght of the
types of vassal treaties especlally they ATC employe Dy the Hıttıtes.

Ihe reflections hich follow ATC the ma)]or dıvısıons of COUTSEC entitled
“Covenant an: Universalism 1n the Old Testament” gıven at the Institute otf
Mission Studies of St Paul University (UOttawa) and at the Diviıne Word,
International Centre of Relıgious Education London) Each poıint could have
een developped, but preferred tO present gulde for personal readıng, and
0)81 Ca  - iıllustrate the different poıints ıth Man Yy other exXts

For recent study and bıbliographie thıs subject, ct BLAUW, he
Missionary Nature 0} the Ghurch Foundatıons of the Ghristian Miıssıon (Lon-
don, 1963
2 For total pıcture of the latest research, cf. VOGELS, La Promesse Royale
de Yahweh preparatoıre ’ Allıance (UOttawa, 1970 especlally E
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'Ihe lıterary outlıne 15 clearly established (I) The Suzerain presents
himself wıth hıs NAannle an hıs titles: “I Yahweh, yOUr
(IT) then ollows lıst of past enehts that the Suzerain has brought
about tor hıis vassal. In the Scriptures the LWO grea enehts which
constantly dAd1i1C the ight from Kgypt, “I have brought yYyOUu Oout
of the and of Egypt  27 an the ENIrYy into the promısed land, “I have
gıven yOou thıs d” (IIL) What precedes 15 the basıs of the tıe which
15 1O created between the tWO partners of the Lrealty: “I 11 be yOUr
God an yOou 111 he pe hıs COmMPprIıses the promi1ses of DXOS
ection tor hıs people Yahweh’'s part, but also mandate for reCcOgNI-
tıon an submiıssıon by observatıon of his commandments srael’s
part. (IV) As 15 the A4SC 1n each contract, the wıtnesses ATC convoked.
Wıth the Hıttıtes it W as the gods of the [WO partıes, the deified
elements of nature, the sky and the earth Ihe Scriptures have lıkewise
retaıned thıs last element; agaın hind the sky and the earth
wıtnesses, sometımes ıt 15 erected stone whiıch 15 the wıtness.
(V) And hınally the blessings CUTSCS ATrC enumerated, depending
whether the vassal remaıned faıthful became unfaıithful fo the
mandates otf thıs covenant.

We C  —} easıly find these elements 1n SOINCGC ex{is; for example: Ex
19,3—8; 201.: Jos SCn

Now what 15 the importance of these conclusıons for the problem of
unıversalısm in the Old Testament?

I’he Primiative Unwversal C ovenant?
As ave saıd, thıs idea of the covenant 15 central to the theologzy

of the entire Old Testament, could insıst sufficıently
sıgnılıcant an ımportant fact 1C| APPCAIrs 1n the hirst eleven chapters
of (senesı1s. When the Y ahwist described h1s prehistory, he described
the relationships between God Aan: 187 o  - wıth descriptions borrowed from
the theology of the Covenant. hus in hıis mınd, the divine plan tor
INa  - Was unıversal, the tie 1C| exısted between Yahweh anı Israel WaS

nothing else than the bond hıch exısted between God an mankind
from the beginnings of the hıstory of the world

According to the Yahwist, Yahweh 15 already known Dy these Arst
INCIMN under hıs OW.: Name (Gen 4,26) Ihe enehts which G0d had gıven
to INa  - ATC also departure and ENIIY:: Yahweh created 111a  - 1in
desert an from there he removed him to place hım ın promised and
weh God t00R 109078  - and established hım 1n the garden of Eden”
(Gen 2453 TOmM these benefits therefore, fow the mandate of submission
for Man, “IThen Yahweh God DBaAVC INa  } thiıs admonition: yOUu May

E For INOTE technical justification of this quaestion, ct. VOGELS, “L’Uni-
versalısme de la Prehistoire, Gen 1 —  @8 1n Eglıse et I heologıe 1971

5—34
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eateat ... you are not to eat ...” (Gen 2,16—17). Afterwards we SC 1n the  rest of prehistory more precisely what these mandates consist of. The  sacred author shows how mankind was already supposed to live according  to the decalogue, the charter of the covenant. Adam and Eve rejected the  first commandment (Gen 3,5 cf. Ex 20,3—6); Cain, the fifth ‘“you shall  not kill” (Gen 4,8 cf. Ex 20,13); Lamech, the sixth (Gen 4,19 cf. Ex  20,14); Cham, son of Noah, the fourth (Gen 9,22ff. cf. Ex 20,12). And  upon this observance or rejection, depends the blessing or the curse,  ‘“for on the day you eat of it you shall most surely die” (Gen 2,17).  All this Yahwist prehistory is thus a history of divine benefitssins of  man — divine chastisements — but also of pardon. Thus the application  of whole outline of the history of salvation to the history of mankind  becomes apparent. The Yahwist author thus attributes to all of mankind  what Israel considered to be her own privilege, without explicitly using  the word “covenant”. Many centuries after him, when the priestly author  will write his prehistory, he will clearly state that God has made a  covenant with humanity: God has drawn up a “covenant” with Noah  (Gen 9,8ff.).  Meanwhile all of this Yahwist prehistory culminates in total failure  when, at the moment of the construction of the Tower of Babel we are  present at the dispersion of the peoples: “It was from there that Yahweh  scattered them over the whole face of the earth” (Gen 11,9). It is truly  the “Exile” of humanity. And at the end of the account one question  remains without an answer: does this Exile mean the end of the history  of salvation for mankind?  The answer is given to us in the history of the patriarchs and more  particularly by the call of Abraham (Gen 12,1—3). This text gives as  well the key for the interpretation of the whole history of salvation  which is to follow: “I will make you (Abraham) a great nation” (Gen  12,2), God will choose himself a people first; but ‘“in you (i.e. in Abra-  ham, but through him in Israel) all the tribes of the earth shall be  blessed” (Gen 12,3). Thus all history which will follow and which will  begin with the election of a people will have as its final purpose to  reestablish this first universal covenant for all men.  II. The Place of the Nations in the Historical GCovenant of Israel  God, according to his plan of salvation, first made a convenant with  a people Israel, to finally reestablish (finally) the universal covenant, but  what is the destiny of the nations in this historical covenant itself?  a. This Covenant is at the service of the Nations — The text of the  Sinai Covenant strongly underlines the link between election and univer-  salism. God, universal master, has..chosen Israel among the nations, “you  of all the nations shall be my very own for all the earth is mine”  (Ex 19,5); but this election is in view of a service to be rendered to  others, “I will count you a kingdom of priests” (Ex 19,6).  RTyOouU ATC not to eat (Gen 2,16—17) Afterwards see in the
rest of prehistory INOTC precisely what these mandates consıst of JIhe
sacred author shows how mankınd W as already supposed X0} lıve accordıng
X0 the decalogue, the charter of the Covenant. dam and Eve rejected the
hirst commandment (Gen 3,5 ct Ex 20,3—6); Cain, the fitfth ...  you
not kıll” (Gen 4,8 c$ Ex &©  9 amech, the sıxth (Gen 4,19 c$ Ex
20,14); Cham, 1{0}  - of Noah, the fourth (Gen 9,292ff c$ x 20,12 And
uponNn thıs observance rejection, depends the eSSINY the u  9
“tor the day yOUu eat of it yOou moOost surely die” (Gen 2475

All thıs Yahwist prehistory 15 thus hıstory of dıyıne benefitssins otf
INa  - divine chastisements but also of pardon. hus the applıcatıon
of ole outliıne of the history of salvatıon LO the hıstory of mankınd
becomes apparent. IThe Yahwist author thus attrıbutes LO all of mankind
what Israel consıdered LO be her OW: privılege, wiıithout explıicıtly usıng
the word “covenant”. Many centurıes atfter hım, when the priestly author
111 wriıte hıs prehistory, he 8! clearly statie that God has made
Covenan with humanıty: God has drawn ‘“covenant” with oah
(Gen 9,81.)

Meanwhile all of thıs Yahwist prehistory culminates ın total ailure
when. at the moment of the construction of the [Iower of Babel ATC

present at the dispersıon of the peoples: ZE: W as from there that Yahweh
scattered them A il the ole face of the earth” (Gen 11,9) 15 ruly
the “ Exile” of humanıty. And at the end of the account OT  (D question
remaıns wiıthout 1SWCI does thıs Exıle 1L11Can the end of the hıstory
of salvatıon for mankınd?

Ihe AaNSWET 15 gıven to 1n the history of the patrıarchs an IMNOTeEe

partiıcularly by the call of Abraham (Gen 3)  J1 h1s text g1VveEs As

ell the key for the interpretation of the ole hıstory of salvatıon
hich 15 LO follow: HI 111 make yOou (Abraham) grea natıon “ (Gen
1223 God ll choose himself people fırst; but ...  1n yYOu (1 in bra-
ham, but through hım 1n Israel) all the trıbes of the earth be
le.  d” (Gen 12537 hus all history which ı11 follow and hıch 111
begın wıth the election of people 111 ave ıts Ainal DUTrDOSC LO
reestablish thıs hirst unıversal covenant for all INCH.

II The Place of the Natıons ın the Historical (‚ovenant of Israel
God, according to hıs plan of salvatıon, hirst made cConvenant wıth
people Israel, to finally reestablish (finally) the unıyersal covenant, but

what 15 the destiny of the natıons ın thıs hıstorical cCovenant itself?
T’hıs (‚ovenant 25 at the SETULCE of the Natıons Ihe text of the

Sınal Covenant strongly underlines the iınk between election and unıver-
salısm. God, unıversal master, has chosen Israel NS the natıons, ...  you
of a ll the natıons be vVery OW: for all the earth 15 mıne  07
(Ex 19,5); but thıs election 15 1in 1EeW of ervıce to be rendered to
others, “I 11l count yOoUu kıngdom of prıests” (Ex 19,6)
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As the priest 15 placed between God INCN, Israel 15 placed apart
A4s priestly people Israel Must Yahweh ın the NAainec of the
natıons and rıng them the o0d News of Salvation.

T’he Natıons UTE treated accordıng LO theır attıtude towards the
LWWO artners of the Covenant: Yahwen (Suzerain) and Israel AassSa
In the Hıttite treatıes the Suzeraın commıtted himself to help proftect hıs
vassal ın A4ASC oft attack. I his explaıns therefore the protection that
Yahweh bestows uDO$N Israel Israel mMUust be able LO become people an
lıve Taithfully accordıng to the covenant, hence the EXTISs where
Yahweh-Suzerain promıi1ses vıctory OVECT all those who WOUu OPPOSC
threaten his vassal-Israel. We Ca  - quo(te the refterence hıch shows most
clearly the WaYy ın which must understand the
agaınst enemiles: “If you lısten carefully to hıs vo1ce and do al] that SaYy,

chall be 391  Y to yOUur enem1es, foe to yOUr tOoes. My angel ı11 SO
before yOou anı ead yOu LO where the Amoriıtes AIC and the Hıttites,
the Perizites, the CGanaanıtes, the Hıvites, the Jebusites; extermiıinate
these” (Ex 23,22—23).

I he vassal 1n hıs turn must promise absolute fıdelity fOo the Suzerain,
he Was also oblıged to (0)8081° LO the Suzerain’s aıd if he Was attacked, and
he W as forbidden to draw an Yy other cCovenants which would constitute

revolt agaınst hıs master. 15 1n thıs INAanNnnNneTr that, 1ın order LO remaın
taıthful 9} aweh, Israel would OPPOSC NYy of Yahweh's enemıi1es, 1.€.
the idolaters. 'The continuation of the text trom Exodus that have
Just quoted, ell illustrates srael’s rule of behavıor with regard to the
natıons, at thıs per10d of her hıstory: '“ You must not bow down to their
gods worshıp them: you must not do they do © (Ex 23,24); and,
1n vVen clearer INAaNNCYT, “Make pact wıth the ınhabitants of the
and ‚0) when they prostiıtute themselves to their OW' gods and sacrıhice
to them, they May invıte . CL 34,14—17). hus Israel 15 admonished
and condemned by the prophets, when the people want LO make
Covenant wıth the natıons, because they AIC lackıng faith 1n Yahweh
(Os 7,81£. : R2) On the other hand notice that certaın indivıduals
AT accepted iınto  . the communıty that certaın Covenants AdIC made wıth
STOUDS, 1n the event that these strangers recogniıze Yahweh an respect
Israel, 1n other words where the covenant 15 not placed in anıy danger.
For example Ca  - cıte Jethro’s aAasec (CEN 18,1—12), of who
recognızes Yahweh, “I know that Yahweh has gıven yOoOUu thıs d”
Jos 20119 agaın of the Lreaty between the Israelıtes and the Gibeo-
nıtes Jos 9)

Ihus at the beginning of thıs epoch the pomt 15 LO solidify the covenant
between Yahweh and Israel Yahweh 111 protect Israel agaınst all those
who place her exıstence 1in danger, Aan: Israel must OPPOSC all those who
might be SOUTCE of danger tor her faithfulness LO her Suzerain.

The Natıons are the WIENeESSES of the (‚ovenant Ihe natıons
nevertheless OÖOCCUPY CVCN INOTC posıtıve role in thıs cCovenant between
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Yahweh and Hıs peopiel I£, ın the Hittite treaties, +he xods of the two
partiners WEeETC summoned LO be wıtnesses, 1ın the Scriptures it 15 the natıons
who AICc sometimes wiıitnesses to the contract because they were wıtnesses
LO the beneftits that Yahweh had atfforded LO hiıs people, which 15 expressed
Dy very classıcal ormula: A  1n the sıght of the natıons”, °For theır sake

111 remember the Covenant made with those first generatıons that
brought out of the and of Koypt 1in the sight of the natıons, that
would be theıir God, Yahweh” LU 26,45:; VeEry often in Ezechiel 5,8.14;
16,41 EtE::; c also .05  in the sight of Pharach” Ex 720 9,8) Yahweh dıd
in thıs WaY because he had precise goal 1n mınd, the natıons themselves
also will know that Yah z 36;23.36) hus when Yahweh
brings LO trıal hıs people who ave been untaıithful to the cCovenant, the
prophet AÄmos does not hesıitate LO SUTIH1IHNON the natıons wıtnesses at
thıs trıal (Am 3,9)

The Natıons, Yahweh’'s ınstruments for the executıon of Ihe CUTSES

ODlessings 0} the G ovenant Ihe gods, wıtnesses to the Hıttite
covenants, WEeTC the NS who had to intlıct the CUTSECS bestow the
blessings uponNn the vassal. In the Scriptures the other hand it 15
Yahweh, the princıpal pariner, who 11 dot ıt: but Man y tımes SCC
that He 111 do ıt through those who WEEIC wıtnesses LO the Covenant. the
natıons.

Ihe natıons ı11 iınflict the chastisement upDOoN Israel who has become
untaithful to the clauses of the covenant (Am 6,14; ()s FOLLO Is 5,2611.;
7,18 etc.), but they could equally become the instruments of the blessing
Aan! of the of Yahweh for Hıs people; the most obvıous instance of
thıs Was certaınly Cyrus (Is 4ET 45,1 “ Gyrus, his anoınted one!).

hus vVecn 1ın thıs covenant between Yahweh Aan: Israel, the natıons
ATC not forgotten. Ihe cCovenant 15 1n V1ICW of theır salvatıon: ıf they
constı:itute danger for thıs SAa1ILC covenant(, they 111 be exterminated;
but they already play posıtıve wıtness role, nOot sımple spectator
wıtness, but actıve ONC, executor of the judgment, accordıng X0} the
Juridical practıce employed 1in Israel 17,7)

111 Parallel C ovenant znıth the Nations?
During thıs period of salvation history hich constitutes the Covenant

between Yahweh an Israel, OIMNC CT OSS few eXts which throw
SOINC interesting lıght the relations between Yahweh an the nations
an always 1n the perspective of the eology an Janguage of the
Covenant.

TIhe CSCAaPC from Egypt and entry -  ınto the promised and hıch ATC
the historical enehts ..  par excellence” an foundation of the covenant,
arc SET1 not un1ıque feat iın the history of the world er peoples ave
had theır “exodus-experience” ell ‘For, 15 ıt not Lrue, that had
Israel (0)091° ere from the and of ZYypL, but 1Iso the Philistines from
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Caphtor, and the Aramaeans from Kır?” (Am 9,7b) And if it 15 enehts
which AI the basıs of tıe of partnership, other natıons theretore also
have tıe of partnership wiıth (Gx0d, ““Are you not mıne, SONS of Israel,

the Cushites AI mıner"“ (Am 9,7a)
Gonsequently Yahweh has rıg LO the recognıtıon an submissıon

of the natıons well, and, ike Israel, f they become unfaiıthful, they
111 be judged and punished (Am 1—2) hıs VETY chastısement
resembles to remarkable degree the purıfıcation of Israel, “I intend to
reduce the and otf gyYpP to waste NS wasted countries; for forty
a (E£2

But agaın, (s0d has cshown Hıs 1n announcıng restoratiıon K0)
Israel. similar restoratıon 15 promised LO the natıons: “ATtte forty
have passed, 111 gather the iınhabitants of ZyYP {rom the natıons
where they have been scattered. 111 bring the gyptıan captıves back
an reinstall them 1n the and of Pathros, the and they Ad1illc from  27
CEX 9,13—14).

I hus the eCXiIs clearly show that Yahweh Himselft wıth the
natıons iın INanNnnNneTr Very siımiılar to his behaviıor wiıth respect to Hıs
people. TIhe question therefore presen(ts iıtself: do mMan y paralle. Covenants
exıst” Are there Man y Way5S to be saved, 15 there only one”?

I5} there AI ANYy vVery strıkıng simılarıtıes between Israel’s experi1ence
an that of the natıons, the exts cshow UuS, there 15 nevertheless
extremely ımportant element hıch 15 absent when it {Oo the natıons:
they have not received Yahweh's revelatıon. Even ıf Israel an the
natıons ave had theır “exodus-experience , only Israel W as CONSCIOUS
that ““ Yahweh” directed thıs history, “but ıf they ask what hıs NAamne

1 (EX 3313} Ihe tie which 15 {us created between Yahweh an Israel
15 accompanıed by revelatıon of Hıs CrSsSon and of His ll Israel 111
thus be judged accordıng LO the of thıs revealed law (Am ‚6—16),
whereas the natıons ı11 be judged according to the of “natural”
law (Am 73_21 'Ihe difference 15 such that cannot yet speak of
real cCovenant between Yahweh an the natıons, ıt 15 only to Israel that
Yahweh 111 SaY, } ıll be yYyOUr (s0d and yOou ı11 by pe

15 here that the ole hıch Israel has LO play 111 ApPCAaT, the profound
meanıng of her election.

The N e Uniwersal (‚ovenant
'Ihe knowledge of Yahweh An Hıs revelatıon Was lackıng the part

of the natıons to have true covenant relatıonshıp wiıth Yahweh Ihe
role an the m1ssıon of Israel ıll LO W be to communicate this knowledge
to the natıons, ıt had already been indicated from the first moment of
her electi0on. Ihe salvatıon of the natıons 111 thus be realızed and
“through” Israel It 15 here then, that ind agaın all the EX{ISs hich
the authors cıte 1n theır studıes devoted to unıversalısm. We Ca  -
them into two kinds
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Gentripetal Unwversalıism ese eXis attrıbute LO Israel the role
of eing sıgn and wiıtness, of attracting others. Ihe natıons OMC

owards the CeHteEr.; owards Israel, 107 an Jerusalem to receıve 1N-
struction, law, an revelatıon from her “In the days to OMNNC the
mountaın of the Temple of Yahweh chall tower above the mountaıns
an be lıfted higher than the hılls All the natıons 111 stream to ıt,
peoples wiıthout number 111 OIMNC LO : anı they will Say ‘Come, let

SO LO the mountaın of Yahweh, to the Temple of the G0d of
aco that he INAaYy teach his WaYyS that INAaYy alk 1ın hıs paths;
SINCE the Law 11 40 Out TOM Z10n, an the oracle of Yahweh from
Jerusalem” (Is 2,2—3; Mı 4,1—92) Therefore the natıons recel1ve what
Was M1SSINg: the revelation of Yahweh an h1ıs Law (cf Ps SOES Is 25,61.;
55, 3b—5; 6 E} Hg 2,61£.: £C 14,1£ ete)

Gentrifugal Unwversalısm Israel 15 not longer only SIgn hıch
AatLtraCcts the natıons, but Israel 111 240 LO the others LO the
revelatıon. Here touch upon VETY debatable9 which, according
LO SOTILLC authors, 111 ave real M1SS10NAary P Israel must to the
natıons. ese A SOINC of the EXIS from Deutero-Isajah: “Here 15
servant whom uphold, that he INAaYy bring tIrue justice to the nations”
(Zs agaın ‘“the lıght of the natıons” (Zs 49,6); the
revelatıon must be communicated LO others. Clertain Psalms ATC iınvıtatıons
fo proclaım LO the natıons the revelatıon of Yahweh, "proclaım hıis deeds
LO the peoples” (Ps 1054: ct 18,50; 57,10—12) Ise the natıons AL

invıted to unıte themselves to Israel In praıisıng Yahweh (Ps 86,9;
11747 eft&‚). Fınally 1n the small book of ona ıt 15 the Prophet who 15
sent to Nineveh 1S true that these eX{Is ATIC VeCry debatable, Jonah
after all does not yeL preach the ood News, he preaches Judgment:

LOorty days INOTC an Nineveh 15 go1ng to be destroyed” (Jon 3,4)
Do these Psalms PTESUDDOSC mı1ss1ıon Israel’s part”? And what 15
there that 15 1INOTC debated than the NS of the Servant” Certain authors
will far to Sa Yy that Deutero-Isajah Was VETIY nationalıistic.

15 therefore not certaın that real "mi1ss10nary ' exXiIs ATC already
found 1n the Old Lestament: but what remaıns absolutely certaın, 15
that the salvatıon of the natıons an theır partıcıpatıon ın thıs HE

cCovenant, hiıch 111 agaın be unıversal, 111 pPaASS hrough Israel Ihe
nations 111 particıpate therefore in revelatıon already g1ven LO the
chosen people, an NO they ıll also be able to be called .  eople of
Yahweh” (Zs 19,25; £C 2.15)

Gonclusion
Attentive readıng of the Old Testament cshows that the theme of

cCovenant 15 at the SaInec time the theme of unıversalısm. One contaıns
the other God had made cCovenant wiıth humanıty which had become
untaithful. 10 restore thıs damaged order, Yahweh made covenant
wıth partıcular people, Israel, hıch W asSs to be hıs mediator, without



forgetting at the SAaImnec time to cConcern himself with the nations: ıt 15 1n
thıs WaYy that the unıversal cCovenan 111 hınally be re-established*#.

15 to the degree that Israel lıves her iüdelity to the cCovenant, that
cshe 111 play her unıversalizıng role. T hiıs 15 and ımportant lesson for
the Church herself, who, to the extent that che remaıns faıthful, 111 be
M1sSS10NAaTrYy.

Perhaps thıs concept permits to the famous problem of the
relatıonships between Jesus and the PASans. It 15 at the moment of the Lord’s
death that the old Covenant ends ..  and behold the curtaın of the Temple W as
torn 1n LWO, from the LOp to the bottom’” 2551 c$ 15,38; ukRe
Ihe CTa of the natıons mMay begıin.
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