
THE ORIGINS IHE UNIVERSITY IHE NE  S

Dy Davıd Iraboulay
Ihe discovery of the New World created unforseen problems for the

Spanılards. 'The varıety of Op1nN10Ns of hıstorıans of the tıme the ımplıcatıons
of the discovery shows both the excıtement an unpreparedness of the Spanılards.
FERNANDO COLÖN maıntained that hıs ather'’s discovery W as deliberate, “promp-
ted by natural rCasSonsS, the authority of wriıters, an the testımony of saılors ” 1.
BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS Sa the discovery the manıfestation of God’s
infinite By ıt the all-embracing nature of the redemption of Christ Was

realized?. For LAsSs CASAS God Was the central ngure 1in this event anı Columbus
W as merely the iınstrument of Hıs plan. He extolled the vıirtues of the indı-
CNOUS inhabıtants, describing them AS naturally good, sımple, humble, gentle,
an ready LO receı1ve the Catholic faıth Commissioned by Charles tO wriıte

history of the New World, HERNÄNDEZ OviEDoO held that the ndians
WEIC lazy, VICIOUS, iıdolatrous, cowardly, an without responsibilıty®.

'These relıg10us an! secular tradıtions WECIC startlıngly Juxtaposed 1n the
early hıstory of the New World In theır greed, the Spanısh CONQUCTOIS
overburdened the ndians ıth work 1n the mınes "each takıng INalıy
an N much gold he could’’4 his part of the Spanısh legacy 15 ell known.
Not ell known 15 the tradıtıon of humanıty, the seeds of hıch WEeEeTC

planted Dy the Spanish m1ss10onarlıles. In atmosphere of violence and self-
indulgence, theır generos1ıty an hardshiıps WCIEC fantastic.

Ihe early attempts to establish educatıonal instıitutions back to the early
of the discovery of Espanola. ÖCHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, 1n letter of Feb

2 9 1498, enjoined hıs SO  3 the respons1bilıty of upkeeping four masters
of theology®. Queen [SABELLA exhorted her SUCCEGSSOTS the task of sending
“relig10us, clerks, anı other earned an God-fearing INE'  - to instruct the
inhabitants of the New World ın the Catholic faıth,; IX0) teach them Sacred
Doctrine anı good morals’’®.

The Dominicans arrıved 1n 1510 to undertake the Conversion of the ndians.
ıfe W as Dy CasYy for them. They slept wooden planks an those
1n good health WEeTC forbidden tO beg for anythıng but bread, W1INEe an 011 for the
sick? BARTOLOME LAS CCASAS W as hıgh 1n hıs praise of the Dominicans:
“Divine Providence had brought the Dominicans 9} thıs island lıght 1n the

FERNANDO COLÖN, The Life of the Admiral Christo  er olumbus, trans. by
Benjamın (New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1959), 31, 96ff

BARTOLOME LAs CASAS, Hıstorıia de las Indiıas (Madrıd, 1875), Z 41
HERNÄNDEZ OvIEDO, Hiıstoria general natural de las Indıas, ıslas herra

fiırme del INATr OCECANO, annotated by Jose 10 S (Asunciön
del Paraguay, 1944), part n 27 67 4! 2’ 51 2—3

FERNANDO COLÖN, 0ß C1:; 5 9 119
RISTOBAL COLÖN, Relacıones Cartias de Cristobal Golön (Madrid, 1892),
957
Documentos del archıuo de Indıas. Organiızacıön de la Iglesıia (Madrid,

part 1, XX1—XX11
DIiEGO Maza, Memorıial Madrid, 1963), S

262



darkness”®8. In 1524 they received house for the establishment of convent,
hıch became the center of eccles1i1astical anı M1SS10Nary lıfe in the New World
o00nN classes in the humanıties and theology WEeTC organızed to PITCDAaIC the

1981  H of Espanola who WCIC interested 1n helping the missionarıes.
Ihese Dominicans lost opportunity K0) stand tor the interests of the
ndıans. In 1511 Fray ÄNTON MONTESINOS delivered controversial SCIINOT

1n hıch he attacked the ınhumane socıial polıcy known the encomıenda,
much 0 the embarrassment of the royal officials®. When it appeared that the
ıimprecatıons of the friars WeTC falling deaf CAars, BARTOLOME LAS CASAS
hurried to Spain LO ask the Support of the kıng of Spain. He pleaded his Case

successfully before the king's advisers who WEIC persuaded tO declare that the
encomıenda Was cruel an that the ndians WEIC free human beings. Of
COUTSEC the assembly Was influenced Dy the ideas of the grea Dominiıcan,
FRANCISCO VITORIA, who conce1ved of the New World AS communıity of
sovereign peoples protected polıtically by Spain!®, ITORIA Iso insısted that
the ndians WETC free to dispose of themselves and their property they
pleased.

It Was the Dominican convent hiıch Was the hub of all the mM1SS10Nary anı
educational actıvıty. Primarily, the mi1issionarıes had COINC O educate the
ndıans an convert them LO Christianıity. However, the Spanısh population
Was expandıng An ıt became equally important X9) teach Spaniards. In 1520 the
chancellor of the cathedral of Santo Domingo Was entrusted ıth the reSpON-
sıbilıty of provıdıng elementary traınıng 1n STAaIMMar to Spanish children at

salary of maravedis!l. school of higher studies W as established 1ın
the Dominican convent. But, it AapPCars that thıs W as5 for the traınıng of
relig10us. hiıs school Was quite actıve but did not yeL POSSCSS the NCCCSSAL Y
privileges to enable 1t to conter academıc degrees,

On Oect 2F 1538, Pope PAUL 111 granted it ull of foundation, elevatıng
the studıum ın the Dominican cConvent LO the status of University. 'The loss
of the orıgınal texti of thıs Bull 1n the destruction caused by Sir Francıs Drake
ın Kspanola ın 1586 SaVC rıse tOo much speculatıon concerning the legıtiımacy
of the unıversity. Fray DIEGO MAZA, prıor of the Dominican cConvent
ın 1656, included CODY of the charter of foundation In his report of the
Dominican convent, thereby attesting tO the legalıty of the unıversity*“, He
mentioned that the archıves of the Dominican convent WOeiIC destroyed 1ın 1586
but that CODY W as to be found 1n the Convent of San Juan de Leträn 1n
Habana, uba The authenticity of the ull Was for long time denijed final
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affırmation because the alleged CODY in the Vatican archives W ds evidently lost
when Napoleon transferred the Vatican archıves to Pariıs. In the indıces of the
archıves made 1n the seventeenth CenturYy, reference W as made LO the charter
ot foundatıon of the unıversity: “(Diocese) of Santo Domingo ın the ()cean
5ea where there 15 See. (Petitioners) I he master Provincijal of the
provınce of Santa Ciruz of the Order of Preachers, the pr10r, an relıg10us
of the Dominican order of the cıty of Santo Domingo. (Grace attached)
Erection of the unıversıty of the studıum generale iın the sa1d cıty the model
of the unıversity of Alcala de enares of the diocese of Toledo13” TIThe Bull
WAds ınally authenticated when the petition for the ull WAas found 1n the
Vatican regıster of petitions Dy Fr. ICENTE DBELTRÄN EREDIA. Kvery papal
Bull presupposed petition from the interested party Ven when it Was

granted MOLU proprıo, that 15, when ıt W as granted DYy the POPC wıthout being
requested formally by aM Y party.

Ihe petition makes ıt clear that higher studies WETEC HNourishing 1ın the Domi-
nıcan COoONvent when the petiıtion W as made “*Most holy father: The cıty of
Santo Domingo 1n the islands of the (Q)cean €e€a, 166 inhabited by paASans who
have 1O een converted to the Christian faıth through the apostoliıc actıvıty
of yOUTr preachers, the provıncıal, pr10r, an! relig10us of the convent of St O:
minıc of the SAd1INC cıty, has een an continues to be renowned that VeIrIYy
Man Yy people Iirom the neighbouring islands OINC here either K0) dwell for

of busıiness. T here has een for SOINC tiıme nO studıum generale
Dy apostolıc concess1i0n. If, for the diırection of the saıd studıum., general
unıversity of scholars WT instıtuted, established, an gıven ordınances 1n thıs
VeErY CItV; hıch 15 sıtuated 1n parts quıte remote an totally lackıng 1n sacred
studies, unıversıity simılar tOo that 1n Alcala 1n the diocese of Toledo an
other unıversıtlies of general studies 1n the kıngdom of Spain, to be governed
by-the prior regent of the sa1ıd convent(, formıing corporatıon of masters
anı scholars ıth the prıvılege ot seal, chest, an the insıgnı1a, lıberties,
exemptions an iımmunıtıes that ATC customary ın order that scholars who study
here AS ell those who COINEC from elsewhere Can, atfter prelimınary eXAam1-
natıon, be awarded academic degrees, this cıty, ıts populatıion expands, 111
gaiın TeaR reputatıon. Its iınhabitants an! those from neighbouring islands
111 be better instructed 1n the Christian taıth hich 111 gy1ve encoura.gement
to the present preachers to continue theır works of charıty. hıs 111 redound
tO their honour anı facilitate the efficacy of their work 1 herefore, the atore-
mentioned preachers humbly beg you to attend LO hat have explained
an to deıign tO establish 1in the sa1ıd cıty unıversıty of scholars 1n the form
of corporatıon of masters anı students lıke the unıvers1iıty of Alcala, governed
by A regent reCctor, where students, both secular an regular, and from an y
reg10n, Ca  - COMC, who, when they have completed their COUTSCS the rC8RUu-
ations demand and other pre-requisıtes, Ca  $ be conterred ıth the degrees
of bachelor, liıcentiate, doctor, an master 1ın anı Yy lıcıt taculty ın the accustomed
INannNner an the corresponding insıgnıa after due examınatıon and ıth the
assıstance of four doctors of the SaImne faculty; where the doctors an masters
of the respective faculties and, ın their absence, the regent of the unıversıty

the bıshop of Santo Domingo Ca  w} gran to the Samne scholars the aforemen-
tioned degrees, confter insıgnı1a, assıgn classes, appoınt lecturers and, ıf funds
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ALlC avaılable, ffer them salary; where they Can 1SSUE, change, correct, an
retorm ordınances lıke the previously mentioned unıversıitıies, an: do whatever
15 hit an propCcr 1n thıs respect bDy grantıng specıal favour that those
promoted to degrees 1n thıs unıversıity cshould eN]OYy the prıviıleges, pre-emiın-
381  P iımmunıities, exemptions, liberties, favours an TacesS hich graduates
of the unıversıties of Alcala, Salamanca anı other unıversıties of Spain C] y

From the petıtion, Ca  S reconstruct the essentıal features of the unıversıity.
{t W as communıty of masters an students, governed by rTeCLiOr who W as

generally the priıor of the Dominican convent. Students from different lands
WEIC allowed tO recelve degrees from the unı1ıvers1ıty of Santo Domingo PrOVI-
ded they WECIC able to fulAill the requiırements of the unıversıty. In choosing
the unıversıty of Alcalä the model, it opted for modernıty agaınst the mMoOre
tradıtional unıversıty of Salamanca. 'The philosophy of St Ihomas Aquinas
formed the OTC of the theological currıculum an ıt 15 sıgnılıcant that the
unıversity W as called atfter hiım

However, the shortage of teachers torced the unıversıty to utilıze the SErVICES
of dıstinguished professors who had stopped NC 1n Espanola theır WAaYy
to Mexico an South merica. Ihe Englısh expeditıion under Sir Francıs Drake
In 1586 destroyed the unıvers1ıty archives. Because of thıs, OUT knowledge of the
early hıstory of the unıversıty 15 VeELIYy sketchy. It 15 known, however, that the
unıversity of Santo Domingo W as authorized tOo gran degrees at the general
chapter of the Dominican order held iın 155%1, an that June 23, 1588, the
students presented play wriıtten by RISTOBAL LLERENA, professor of
law an organıst of the cathedrall5.

The loss of ıts records an Consequent obscurıty caused the history of the
unıversity of Santo Domingo to be confused ıth that of the unıversıty of San-
t1ago de la Paz, hich W 4S ounded 1n 1558 But the hıstory of the unıversıty of
Santiago de la Paz Was characterized by futilıty. Efforts WETC made 80) establish
it 1n 1529 when the bishop of Santo Domingo, SEBASTIÄN AMIREZ FUENLEAL,
petitioned the kıng for studıum generale "where the natıves an chiıldren
of the Spanlards would be taught an hıch would have teachers of V  y
science ’ ’16 In 1538, the cıty began to construct bulldıng for classes 1n STaMMAar
1n order to help students who otherwise would have had to to Spain. Ihe
Iollowing yYCar they sought (60) ave thıs school elevated ınto studıum generale.
Negotiations MC this agaın proved abortive. Finally, ın 1550, their efforts WEeTC
successful. royal etter, addressed to the audiıencıia otf Santo Domingo, granted
their petition to have “the college POSSCSS the liberties, an exemptions hiıch
the unıvers1ıty of Salamanca en]oys *7, They WEeETC gıven perm1ssıon to petition
the PODC for privıleges an!: approval W as gıven tor the approprıation of the
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inherıtance of HERNANDO GORJÖN. Hernando Gorjon had accumulated consid-
erable wealth an had stıpulated 1n hıs 111 that the rent from his properiy
chould be sed to endow chaiırs Sso that ONC Ca  =) attend COUTSCS 1ın all the SC1eENCES
that dIiIC NCCECSSALY for the exaltation of OUT Holy Catholic Kaıth anı not have
LO PAaYy fee 0} attend the sa1d courses’ 18 Yet it WAasSs not until Feb 23 1558,
that the foundatıon of thiıs unıversity Was authorized1®?. It as clearly stated
that the rent from the property of Hernando Gorjön W as to be used LO pPaYy the
salarıes of the professors, to linance the building of schools, an tOo provide for
other ancıllary C5S.

On Dec 24, 1559, the kıng asked both the royal officials an the local cıty
officials X0} cCooperate ın ıimplementing his orders. He agreed tO send Fray
JUAN DE BUSTAMANTE an Fray REGINALDO SALAZAR LO teach 1n the L1C

unıversıity of Santiago de 1a Paz Ihe local officjals WEIC resentftul of the
intrusions of the royal officials an appealed LO the kıng to rectify the sıtuatıion.
Disunity- an hostility withın the ranks of the adminiıstrators arrested the
development of the unıversıty. Diıfferences then between the local officials
an the cathedral chapter VL the responsıbilıty for the administration of the
chairs of scholastic theology anı sacred scripture. Ihe cathedral chapter held
that they WCCIC better able LO make decisions 1n theology. Ihe local officials
opposed thıs, claımıng that thıs W as violation of their rights. In 1561,
PHILLIP {1 sent representatıves to investigate the educational an discıplınary
life of the unıversity of Santiago de 1a Paz The frequent COMNCECETMN of the kıng
manıfested his dissatısfaction ıth the sıtuatıon at the unıversıty. Indeed, 1n
1580, only STAaIINAaL W Ads taught. Not surprisingly, 1n 1603, the unıversity of
Santiago de la Paz W as converted into sem1nary college“®,

In the lıght otf doubts raıised by such excellent Latın American hıstorı1ans
of unıversıties DANIEL VALCARCEL an CIPRIANO UTRERA LO the
validity of the University of Santo Domingo, examıiınation of the problem
will not be iırrelevant“l. On Nov. 1 9 1570,; the kıng sent letter to the audıencia
pertinent to the problem: “Fray Andres Löpez, proctior general of the LDomi1-
nıcan order has reported tOo that ın the saıd monastery there 15 ull
hıch Hıs Holiness, aul EL SAVC 1n 15538, by hich His Holiness erected

unıversıty. University exerc1ses have een carrıed out an degrees granted
according to the INanneTr of the unıversıities of Spain. However, the fiscal of the
royal audıenclia has NO asked that the exerc1ises be termınated and that the
degrees hıch have een granted be annulled S1INCE there W aAs royal cedula
K6) sanctıon the saıd ull Fray AÄAndres Löpez has petitioned IMn 1n the LNainc of
the unıversity, that, A nothing unbecoming has happened S1INCE i1ts foundation,
but, rather, much SErVICE tO (G0d and prosperi1ty of the cıty through the benefit
hich the PCTSONS had gıven tO the unıversıty, the degrees should continue
to be granted. want to be informed of all that happens an a) whether it 15

“Para Qu«C ellas lea gratis S1N interes alguno nı pOr ello de
05a alguna’”: ıbid.
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propcCcI that degrees be granted 1n the saıd monastery have een done to
NO Dy virtue of the saıd ull of Hiıs Holiness b) whether 1t 15 ell that thıs
practice an the degrees already granted be revoked an annulled and
(C) whether an y iımpropriety might arıse from ıt an why22 Te

his letter must be viewed agalnst the Ontext of the p  y rivalrıes an CHVY
that prevaıled N the officıals of the cıty an the kıng. TIhe inability of these
officials to motivate the unıversity of Santiago de la Paz intensihed theır CHVY
of the comparatıve excellence of the University of Santo Domingo. Ihere Wa

1Iso Jlegal problem. hıs problem pT'  CS degree of hostilıty between
the monarchy an the PaAaDaClCY. The EIMETSCNCC an consolidation of natıional
CONSCIO0USNESS ıIn the late fifteenth anı sixteenth centurıes tended to pıt kıng
agaınst POPC, Clashes between the kıng and the POPC WeTC frequent. On Sept 67
1538, HARLES declared that an Yy papal ull hiıch concerned the government
of the Indies had to be presented an approved Dy the councıl of the Indies.
TIhe procedure concerning the ratihication of papal Bulls ınvolved sending them
to the councıl of the Indies through the royal audıencia ıIn the island. If ratifi-
catıon Was refused, the ul Was sent back to the POPC who would then amend

revoke it Ir an y Bulls etters of the POPC WEeTC sent to OUT Indies, which
have to do ıth the government of those provınces, it they have not been
presented ıIn OUT councıl of the Indies anı passed by ıt, order the Viceroys

to take everythings from the possession of those who POSSC5SS them
1f ıt 15 agreed that they ATC of such nature that they should COINEC into effect,
sanction should be granted. If there 15 anything damagıng 1n them, they cshould
agaın petition OQur Holy Father about ıt. who, being better informed, 11 order
it to be revoked?3.” 15 not clear from the letter whether the councıl ot the
Indies had the Jegal tO revoke papal ull It Ca  w} be argued, LOO, that

papal ull authorizıng the foundation of unıversıty did not COINC iınto the
SAaIlNC Category Bulls hıch had tO do ıth the government of the Indies.
Moreover, the ull of foundation of the unıvers1ity of Alcala W as neıther passed
bDy royal councıl nNnOT corroborated Dy royal letter. Yet, 0)el doubted the
legiıtimacy of ıts toundation. Also, accordıng to the sıete hartıdas of LFONSO
TH.  e WISE, unıversıity could be ounded Dy the POPC, CIMPCTOT the KINE

The lıte of law 15 not logıc but experl1ence. Ihe continulty of the unıversıty,
ıts resilience 1n the face of difficulties and, most ımportantly, the fact that it
produced t{twoO fair daughters 1n the unıversıties of Havana an aracas anı sent
countless SO115 to teach an preach 1ın other countrıes of the New World, attest
convıncıngly to the valıdity of ıts exıstence. DIEGO MaAzA called the
University of Santo Domingo “the hirst temple of the New World” ÖRTEGA

FRIER termed it “the Athens of the New World” It might be INOTEC apt to call
ıt the Paris of the New World For the unıversity of Santo Domingo Was the
centrifugal and centripetal force of the New World durıng the Airst half of the

century Just Pariıis W as 1n Europe from the I11Ith to the AVthcentury.
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