
CHRISTIANITY AND IHE FOR JUSTICE
THE NE  s

Dy AaU: [ raboulay
In the discovery of the New or the tradıtion of violence 15 ell

known. JThırsty tor wealth and generally insensıtıve to the humanıty of
the ndians. the Spanısh CONYUCTOTS exploited the natıve ndıans LO the
pomınt of death BARTOLOME LAS (JASAS wrote of the early treatment
meted to the ndıans of Esp  la “It W AasSs general rule NS Spanlards
LO be cruel, nNnOL Just cruel, but extraordınarıly eruel that harsh an
bıtter treatment would prevent the ndıans from darıng to think of them-
selves human beings havıng mınute to thınk at 11 771 ven UOÜvIEDO,
the hifteenth CENLUrY chronicler who W as crıitical of Indı:an intelligence,
agreed that the Spanısh treatment of the Indıan W asS excessively ars.
I he result Was that the Indıan populatıon ecliine at alarmiıng rate.
In Mexi1co, the populatıon ecliine from 16,861,4 INn 539 to ‚069,255
In 18 be SUTC, the ndıans weTrICc not ımmune to such Kuropean
diseases sma POX, influenza., measles, typhoi1d, and malarıa, An this
must have contrıbuted to the drastıc decline 1n populatıon. greater

has to be the brutalızation the ndians suffered. Torn trom their
tamilies an everythıng that SAaVC meanıng to theır lıves, they experlien-
ced the severest of condıtions in the mınes and plantatıons. TAS (JASAS
elated that 1n (uba ...  whıle the mınero W as eatıng, the ndians WEIC
under the table, Just ike dogs and cafts, ready LO snatch bone, suck ıt
hirst, then grind ıt anı eat ıt wıth CaAaSSaVa. The ndıians WeTITC otally
deprived of theır reedom and WeTiIC put 1n the harshest, hercest, moOost
horrible servıtude and captıvıty which ONC who has not sScCH it Ca  —
understand’”?. In the face of such evıdence of inhumanıty and destruction,
it 1S ditficult to tind overall plan of colonızatıon. But there W as ON

The medieval .spırıt had not died 1n Spaın. Indeed, Spaın had SUCCCSS-

fully concluded iıts crusade agaınst the Moors 1in Granada the SAaINcC YCAar
of the d1scovery of the New World, hıch strengthened the unıty of
Spain and the un1ıformity of Catholicism. In agc that Was wıtnessing
the 1sSe of the secular spırıt and the iragmentation of Christendom, Spain
SAaW herself the protector of Christianıity, the defender of the medieval
CONCcept of uniform, Christian society. When the rest of Kurope Was

implanting the CONCcepts of 1CAasOonNn an humanism, Spaın W as exaltıng the
banners of the wısdom of faıth Initially, Columbus wanted to saıl to
Cathay to raise enough NCY to undertake crusade to the Holy Land
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LAS (JASAS.Saw the d1scovery the manıfestation of od’s inhınıte CYy :
“It 15 VeETY clear that the boundaries of Christ’'s empiıre COu be vastly
extended Dy spreadıng the Christian relıgıon o all its countless parts and
by increasıng the number of iıts worshippers o include such fine ratıional
creaftures in such grea numbers. * On May 3, 1493, Pope ÄLEXANDER VI
ranted to the monarchs of Spaın domınion VT the newly discovered
lands and asked them LO send iNe  - of excellent character, earned, an
experi1enced, to instruct the natıves in the Catholic taıth>. In 1508, Pope
JULIUS I1 DSaAaVC the kıng of Spaın the rıght o present candıdates tor the
office of bıshop an other beneficed posts®. The polıtico-relig1i0us nature
of the Spanısh monarchy was not 1W In 1484, durıng the crusade agaınst
the Moors in Granada, Pope INNOCENT 88| had gıven the Catholic
monarchs the Same T1g hıs meant that the kıng of Spaın had the
responsıbility for Christianizing the natıves. In addıtıion, the kıng W as
entitled to the eccles1astical rent hıch the natıves an Spanısh ınhabi-
Aants had to PaYy hıs rıg carrıed wiıith it LWO duties, namely, to build
churches and tO endow them for the future?. hiıs then Was the ea
Perhaps the essentıal vıl lay 1in the ideal For, 1n the papa authorıizatıon
tor the creatiıon of Christian colonial empiıre, there exısted implıicıtly
the Justihication for inferiorizing the culture of the ndıans None of the
pro-Indıan reiormers, however, telt that the Christianization of the
ndlans Was tyrannıcal because cardınal assumptıon W as the superlor1ty
of Christianity.

T’he polıtico-relig10us ıdeal had fo reconcıle the eCONOMIC ınterests of
the CONqUCTOTS. So the system called encomıenda Was instiıtuted whereby

Spanıard received gran of and and allotment of ndians to
hım irom the royal governor®. In return, the encomendero Was to protect
the ndians an instruct them in the Catholic relıgı0n. The encomıenda
must NOot be SCCH solely royal grant. W as rather system of colo-
nızatıon. Ideally the encomenderos WeIC LO be profectors of the ndıans.
In WaYyS. the encomıenda WAas NnOot unlıke the teudal system. PTE
Was the SAd1INC personal relationship between ord and vassal. To be 5SUE C
thıs sıtuation Was yıng out 1n Spain wıth the strengthening of the
monarchy. But there W as such Strong central o 1in the New World
an the feudal pattern Was the order of the day In truth, it W as not longbefore the horrible realıty of the CONqUES received official sanctıon.
If Queen Isabella Cannot be charged with ınhumanity, Ferdinand Can

“  “ Ibiıd., 1,
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Seeing the d1scovery opportunıty to buıild up royal TEeAaSUrY,
he ursued policıes wıth lıttle hought tor the Christian theory of the
CONquesi. He SaVC Yanez Pinzon perm1ssıon to colonize Puerto 1C0O an
LO apportion and and ndıans 015 settlers. He encouraged the ensla-
vement of Indıans, especlally Carıbs ranted the coloniısts the rıg to
TECOVET IuUuNn-aWaY slaves, and legıtiımıze the kıdnapping of ndıans.

In Kurope, theologi1ans an lawyers raısed several quest10ns
to the nature of the natıves and Spanısh sovereignty VCLI them?®* Many

SAaW 1n the d1scovery continuatıiıon of the iıdea of the crusade, that 1S,
LO extend the kıngdom of (+0d to the inhtiıdels. hıs scenarıo0 Was not NECW.
The western crusadıng spırıt W Aas already four hundred d old an
it Was nOot Cas y to Convınce Kuropeans that the 1818 inhidels WEeTC ditfterent.
In ONC WaYy another, theolog1ans turned to the thirteenth century
theolog1ans tor their SOUTITCECS HENRY SUSA (d 1271 had stated that
the POPC W as the unıversal V1iCcar of Christ and held not only VCI
Christians but also VCTI the infidels. I HOMAS AÄQUINAS had rejected thıs
For hım inhdels dıd not lose their domınıon and sovereıgnty because
they WEIC infidels. dovereijgnty stemmed trom human riıght 'T he distinc-
tıon between faiıthful anı untaıthfiul pertained to dıvyıne right AaAn could
not annul human right In the sixteenth CenNtury, there W as return LO
the phılosophy of Agquınas Cardinal CAJETAN, the MmMOost outstandıng
IT’homıiıst of the day, WaS clearly echoing the VIeEWS of Aquınas when he
sa1d that nhıdels WETC legıtimate POSSCSSOTS of theır and and that
kıng CINPCTOT had the rıg to make War agaınst them fo deprıve them
of theır and He contended that CVCIMN Jesus Christ, who W as gıven all
W: heaven and earth dıd not send soldiers armıes to take
pOSsSEsSS10N of the world but saıntly preachers, 1ıke sheep NS wolves.
He dvısed the ending of go0od INC  — who WOUuU CONvert the natıves LO
Christianity by their preaching and example, an nOot Inen who would
OPPTCSS them an deprıve them of theır property”®.

One of the hirst commentarıes the discovery W as gıven by JOHN
MAJOR, the Scottish theologıan who Was lecturing al the unıversıity of
Parıs between 505 and 1518 In hıs commentary to the second book of
Sentences, published 1n 1510, he stated categorically that the DPODC W as
NnOt the ord of the temporal WOoOr. Dominıion W as not ounded taıth

charıty but tıtles otf natural rıg nftidels therefore POSSC5SS Irue
soclal and polıtıcal domiınıon. However, in hıs OP1N10N, they could lose
this 1g 1f they opposed the preaching of the gospel He justihed the
Spanıish CONquUeES preparatıon tor the spreadıng of the gospel In
subtle tashıon, he linked the Spanısh CONques wiıth the PTFOCCSS of 1V1-
lızıng the ndians because they 1ve like anımals. Like Man y antı-
Indıan advocates, he cıted ÄRISTOTLE’S Polaıtıcs that SOINC Inen ATIC by
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nature slaves and others free, that ‚0)8%  ( Tace should rule an! the other
obey In short, MAJORrR Was sayıng that the CONquUES Was justihed because
it would rıng civılızatıon tOo the Indıans.

In 1539 FRANCISCO VITORIA, the grea Dominıcan professor al the
unıversity of Salamanca an perhaps the hınker who exercised the
greates influence 1n Spanısh Amerıca, also atffırmed 1n hıs lectures that
neıither the POPC NOT the CIMPCIOT had the 36 to deprıve the ndıans
of sovereıignty. But Vıtorıa denıed the eed of Aarıny tOo assıst the mM1Ss1-
onarıes constituting the justification of the CONquEeSsT. He contended
that ıt W as just to make WarTr them only ıf the ndıans actually TCVCDN-
ted the preachıing of the gospel, kılled ill-treated the m1ssıonarıes,
persecuted those ndıans who WEeTIC already converted to Christianıty.
However, he Fejecied all justifications of slavery. He conceived of
short of paternalıstic protectorate under the guldance of Spaın. Yet, he
hastened LO ad that thıs W as LO benefht the Indıans, nOot the Spanlards!”,

Another theolog1an ar the unıversıity of Salamanca., MATIAS Paz
1512 wrotfe treatıse the ndıans 1n hıch he held that the POPC,

V1ICar of Christ, had temporal Jurisdıction VCLI the whole world He
felt that it Was not Just for Christian princes {O make War ınhlıdels LO
domiınate them for theır wealth, hbut only to spread the faıth If the
ndıans refused obedience to the kıng and rejected Chrıistianıty, they
COu. be enslaved. the Same tıme, he pointed out that Spanılards who
forcefully converted ndıans should make approprıiate restitution {O
them?!®.

'The CONquestT, therefore, raısed much discussıon 1n Kurope. Sınce they
accepted the SUPTEMAC of Spanısh cıyılızatıon Aan! Christianıty, they
all felt that the ndıans s<should become Christian an Spanısh Spaın WAaS

certaınly not the only iımperı1a|l to SSUMIMEC that iıts values wWEeTITC INOTE

cıvılızed than those of ıts colonıal peoples Nevertheless, ıt W as 1n thıs
SAa1illec assumption of superi0r1ty, hıch 15 nothing but tragıc blindness,
that the SCrM of the aılure of ıts colonıal polıcy lay

There WEEIC [WO aspects of the truggle tor Indiıan freedom. On the
ONC hand.,. the friars had to defend the ndıans agaınst the cruelty of the
colonısts. On the other, the struggle W as5 INOTC posıtıve 1n that they strove
to create conditions hıch WOoUu be INOTC conducıve LO Christian values.
'T’o0 be SUTC, in atmosphere ot gree and inhumanıty thıs W as not CASYy.
In Peru, where the CONqueEeS Was attended by unspeakable atrocities and
tollowed by cıvıl Wal NS Spanlards, the dithculties and the hope of
those who worked tırelessly LO rıng about INOTC humane soclety Was

ell expressed Dy the Dominıcan, VICENTE VALVERDE 1n letter to the
11 Ibıd., 2506
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king 1n 153914 In thıs Op1nıon, al the fruıts of the earth should F V-GEE

God because He Was theır creator. 1f thıs WEIC done, then the WOT.
would be Just. He saıd that the ndians should be deftended agaınst the
SNaTrcs of the colonists who WEeTITC ike wolves 1n theır rapacıty. He warned
that unless the of the colonısts Was curtaıiled the ndians WOU.
be 1n danger of eing wiped Out Unreasonably, the Spanlards violated
the reedom of the natıves. 1o deprive indıvıdual of hıs reedom W Aas
tantamount to depriving hım of his ıfe In SOTINLC Ways he continued,
the condıtiıon of the Indian W d than that of the slave. For the
slave W as the of his master and could be traded LO another.
hıs at least SaVC the clave the hope of being firee from cruel master
by being sold TO another master. Lamentably, the ndians dıd not VEn
ave thıs optıon because they werTreCc bound 1n perpetulty to theır master.
He saıd that the law should be made publıc because 1t Was un]ust to
condemn the ndians for inirıngement of the law f they dıd not know
the law. VICENTE thus suggested that the solution LO the Indıan problem
Jay 1ın humane laws.

Fray 1 0MAÄs SAN MARTIN, colleague of VICENTE, 5A4 W the ben-
evolent authority of the kıng the hope for Indıan reedom!®>. The kıng
Was 1n his OP1n10n, the bona fiıde representative of God By partıcıpatıng
ıIn the enterprises of the king, OMNC Wdads actually oıng the 111 of God
'The first CONYUCTOTS, he saıd, should have consıdered whether the trıbute
they exacted from the ndıans Was ill-gotten. He felt that their CoONques
W as not Just the condıtions tor just War did NOL ex1ıst. Self interest
Was the SOUTITCE of the cruelty they meted to the Indians. Openly Houting
the laws of the kıng, they had subjected the and and exacted trıbute
indıscrımınately and unscrupulousliy. Since the kıng did not know this,
they pOossessed the and ıf ıt W as theır OW. 1 0MÄS insısted that the
lands of the New OTr belonged LO the kıng. He saıd that the fact that
the ndıans WEeTC nOot Christian COU. ın WaYy Justify the of
the colonists. He stressed that the colonist W as obligated to educate the
ndıans 1n the Christian WaYy of lıfe, proftect them, and ook after them
Lamenting that there WEeTC few who observed the laws 1ssued by the
kıng, he elated that he had SCCN INOTC than Ltwenty thousand ndiıans dıe

the colonists took AWdY theır food an sent them to the mınes. He
concluded by Sayıng that the gree for wealth generally cCost much SsSwez
and lıves. On another 0OCCAasl1on, he elated how the colonısts made the
ndians undergo extremes of eat an cold LO brıing barrels of wıne
Iirom the sh1ps to the interlior. Always the moralıst, he sarcastıcally sa1ıd
that when the arrels of wıne arrıved, the colonist hanked God, decla-
ring that he Was go1ng to make rich profit and would SOON be wealthy

La aglesia Peru. Goleccıiöon de documentos, vol (Deviılle, 1943), doc. 57
15 EGUIGUREN, "Fray Tomäs de San Martin , Mercurı1o0 Peruano (1951)
195—204; Ima malter, (Lıma, 1939),
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Implicıt 1881 the argumen(ts of 'TOMAÄAS SAN MARTIN and VICENTE
VALVERDE Was the contention that fundamentally reedom could be

archieved by humane laws issued Dy WISC kıng They correctly Sa that
the problem W as insti:tutional But law an reedom WETC ea solutions
that epende greatiy the interplay of polıtical forces Spaın and
America to the credıt of the Indian reformers that they did not
lımıt their truggle VT abstractions but also addressed themselves LO
angıble problems offering realıstic solutions to them

T he TeCALIsE of JERÖNIMO LOAYSA protector of the ndıans 549
suthcient test1mMonYy of thıs He recommended that house be built

CVECTITY village where Indian jef esided hıch WOu both
ur an school1!® The ndıans WE LO be old of theır CITOTFIS WOT-

shipping stones and idols, that their souls dıd not dıe anı that those
who WETITC baptızed would SO tO Heaven when they dıed They WCIC LO
be old of Adam and Eve an how all INCMN inherited theır S1IN, of the
incarnatıon of Christ an the redemption of mankınd No 97381 Was to be
torced LO become Christian KRather he should be persuaded by the
truth of the gospel the law of d reedom an the reward of happı-
NESS He observed that INanıy prıesits admınıstered the sacrament of
baptısm indıscrımınately, without ınvestigatıng wether the ndians really
wanted to be baptızed JERONIMO admıtted that Many offered to be
baptızed through fear to please their masters He dvised that ON
Was to baptize ıld unless o consent W d> received from hıs father
and that adults be instructed tor month before baptısm Ihey should
know o make the SISE of the Sa y the credo the Pater Noster, the
Awve Marıa, and the ten commandments As for the regulatıons CONCETNINS
fasting and abstinence, they WeIC not to eat meatft, cheese, milk, CSES, and
butter thHe vigıls of the Nativity and the Resurrection, the irıdays of
Lent, and other days stıpulated by the church IThe colonısts WeTrT«C remind-
ed that they COUu not ask the ndıans to work teast days All prıests
were encouraged to learn the Indian anguage Anı emphasıze to the
ndians that al mankind tended to S11l but that the sacrament of PCNAaNCEC
reconcıiled Ina  } to (G0d love an d hıs treatıse by bıshop LOAYSA

valuable 11 that 1f showed wıth grea detaiıl the teachıngs that intormed
the Christianization of the New World One COUu. applaud the emphasıs

reedom the ımportance of deologYy, the eNCouragement to learn the
Indian anguage Although INCN ike JERÖNIMO WeTIC SCHNUINC theır love
tor the Indıan and almost heroic their truggle tor jJustice, they
unconsc10usly contributed to the inferiorization of Indian culture by
teaching Christianity EKuropean forms History full of such TONICES
an must not unduly take JERÖNIMO to task for failing hıch all
imper1a]l natıons have practiced.A e B — a W a T E W m Bl 5 E E e E Ideally, those who strove to Christianize the ndıans ought LO ave
canalızed Christian ideas ı Indıian cultural forms. 'To do thıs not
16 La ıglesıa Peru, doc 106
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only understandıng of Indian culture but also respect tor ıt Thiıs 15
why the efforts of Yray DOMINGO SANTO 1OMÄS ATIC signıfıcant!.
Prior of the Domiinıcan convent of the Rosary 1n eru and professor of
theology at the unıversıty of San Marcos, he wrote the first book the
STAaIMINAX of the Indıan language. As theolog1ıan and teacher, he Sa

the need for understandıng of the ndıan anguage tO communiıcate
effectively wıth the Indıans. Much INOTC importantly, he Sa the logıc
an harmony of theır anguage and commended ıts tone, ıts pleasıng
sound, Aan: the facıilıty wıth hıch it could be wriıtten. He concluded that
most certaınly the ndıans WEeTIC not uncıyılızed!. In the struggle tor
the Indıans, DDOoMINGO Was un1ıque ın that he Was ON of the rst to seek
to understand the cultural torms of the ndıans and SCC 1n them the
marks of high cıyılızatıon. Hıs defense of the ndıans then W as ase
UDON the understandıng of the Indıan CONSCIO0UsSNESS and the certaınty of
the civıilızed naiure of theır culture.

An actıvıst, hıs prımary COMNCEITIN Was to better the condıtions of the
natıve populatıon. In letter to the king 1n 1562, he implore hım to
be sympathetic to the needs of the Indians an pleaded for humane
solution to the problem. He sa1d that crowds of allegedly arıstocratıc
Spanıards WeTC arrıvıng aıly anı theır attıtudes WEeTC causıng grea
dıscontent!?. Nepotısm and corruption WeTC rampant and ofhfices WEEIC

gıven only tO those who SaAaVC lent ONCY 1ın return. In thıs clıiımate of
corruption, he observed lıttle CONCETN tor the spırıtual welfare of the
ndıans As for theır temporal welfare, ıt could not be addled
wıth innumerable hardships, they WEeTC torced LO work 1n the mınes. He
remınded the kıng that Christian king W A morally committed to
provıde for the spirıtual and temporal weltare of the ndıans Hıghly
crıitical of the encomıenda, he ttacked the fact that it Was ranted iın
perpetulty. He telt that the of the coloniısts W as grea that they
COu. make A and WAarTr when they wanted an it W as therefore
I Yy to restrict their o He warned that if the encomıenda
continued to be held 1n perpetuity, the death-knell of royal authority
would certaınly sound. In addıtıon, the Indians had orn that they
would rather dıe than allow ıt. He reported that INanıy meetings of
ndians WeTIC being held to discuss the question and present sStrong
protest agaınst it. In another letter, he dvised the kıng an not
to OINC LO G: Spaın, he saıd, Was earthly paradıse compared LO the
horrors that WEeEeTITC practiced in erı He often went to the mınes to
investigate the condıtiıons that prevaıled there and suggested that the

PORRAS BARRENECHEA, “Fray Domingo de Santo Tomas, fundador de. la
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physical facılıtıes be ımproved, greater quantıty of maıze be made
avaılable fOo the Indians, and that Christian SUPEerVISOT be appoınted
who had wide knowledge of the and an genumely chared the griei
of the ndıans

Hıs encouragement of the study of the Indıan anguage dıd have SOINC

repercuss10ns. In 1579 the VI1Ceroy eclare that both relıg10us an lay
students had to take COUTSC iın Quechua an that clerıc W as to
receive the lıcentiate wıthout completing 'COUI”SC 1ın ıt Al parısh priests
WE16 requıred fo take examınatıon tOo test theır knowledge of the
Janguage an could not hold theır offices 1f they dıid not do thıs
Interestingly, the struggle tor the Indian Was beginnıng to al

owards the en of the sixteenth CENLUTY, Man y colonists intensihed
theır campaıgn for the suppression of the chaır of Quechua at the
unıversıty, arguıng that there WEeIC Man y Indıan dialects An it WOU be
1NOTC relevant to teach the ndıans Spanısh

ese friars, then. werTe actıvely involve ın the political ıfe of Peru,
unafraıd LO stand tO the threats of the colonists. One finds them in
the roles of critics an concılıators, always behalt of the lıberatiıon
of the ndıans 'Theirs W as charıty of actıon. For them, charıty meant
conifronting the authorities who perpetrated system of injustice, ul  ıng
schools, learnıng an wrıting about Indian Customs. By attackıngz the
priviıleges ot the coloniısts, they ıimplıed that priviılege Was not Christıian.

IThe school W as ONC of the maın of Christianızıng AÄAmeriıca.
Contact wiıth the colonısts could only alıenate the ndıans {rom
Christianıty preached by LE  - who trıed to WwW1nNn them OVCTL LO A doctrıine
ot d} an love but who WEIC unabile to influence theır Wn people
wıth such philosophy. The hope then lay in educatıng Indıan children
In cloistered sıtuatıon where, separated from the WayS of the coloniısts
An theır parents, they COU. lıve discıplined Christian iıfe In OT

of the hirst schools, that of San Jose 1n Mexıi1co, ON SCC5 the Indıan
students appYy 1n their envıronment where JOYy an cooperatıon ATC

stressed®*®. er the guldance of the Francıscan, PEDRO (JANTE (Peter
VO:  o Gent), the students WeEIC taught to read, wrıte, an SINg in the
mornings while in the afternoons they received relig10us instruction. He
Howed them to acsıst at all relig10us feasts an to SINg the canonıcal
hours' wıth hım Selecting fıfty of the INOTC advanced students to help
hım preach the gospel Sundays, he instructed them in the MCSSASC
of the gospel readıngs of the followıng Sunday, divıded them 1n paırs,
an sent them toO around Mex1co cıty. T’hough the orıentation of
the 00 Was clearly towards dıscıplined hie: PEDRO dıd not dısmi1ss
the Indian tendencıes of hıs students an encouraged them LO SINg an

(J5ARCIA I]CAZBALCETA, Bıblıografia MEX1ICANA del sıgL0 AVE: ed by Miıl-
lares arl ü , (Mexico, O1; (.HAVEZ, Fray Pedro de (sante. E1
prımer de l0s grandes educadores de Ia Ämerıica, (Mexıico, 1934
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dance when feast days were celebrated Hıs students easıly lea.rnf their
lessons, the catechısm, and musıc. When he introduced the study of
Latın and the Latın chants, he found that they WETIC able to these
subjects wıth such excellence that he NCC oasted to the CINDCTOT that
he had Indıan singers who COUuU. shıine 1n the royal chapel Ihe CUrri-
culum later expande to nclude embroıldery, sculpture, paıntıng,
carpen(try, and taılorıng. The schoo| of San 0Se raıised such hopes that
1n 533 the archbishop of Santo Domingo wrTrote to the CIMPECTOT suggesting
the foundation of college of higher educatiıon tfor the Indians2t. He
reported that the students at PEDRO (JANTE'S schoo| had performed

ell LO leave ou that they WCCIC capable of o1ng equaliy
eil 1n INOTC advanced subjects an saıd that the Francıscans had
agreed to coordınate the propose college.

{ he request did not fall deat aTtr5s5 and Jan 6, 1536, the collegeof Tlaltelolco W AaA>S ounded?? The plan of studies embraced the trıyıum,
quadrıvy1um, sacred scrıpture, medicıne, an paıntıing. The beginningclasses WeTITC conducted 1n the exican language and the INOTC advanced
In Latın T’he competence of the ndians 1n classıcal Kuropean studies
W AsSs supported bDy the Dominican, JULIÄN GARCES, former student of
the Spanısh humanıist, ÄNTONIO NEBRIJA®, In letter to Pope Paul I1L,
he defended the ndians agaınst those who saıd they WETIC intellectuallyinterior. He telt that the ndians displayed greater facılıty and aptıtudefor earnıng than the Spanlards. T’hey wrote Latın and Castillian better
than the Spanısh students, WEIC neıther boisterous NOr unruly, stubborn
NOT pretenti0us, harmful NOr quarrelsome. Pleasant and obedient fto
theır teachers, they did not ındulge 1n complaınts, g0SSID, insults, an
other V1CES ypıcal of Spanish students. He found their of discıplineexceptionally good the dinner ta  , they asked for INOTEC than
they receıved. When told to sıt kneel, they dıd willingly. TheyCOUu. COUNLT, read, wrıte, paınt, an generally performed mechanical

liberal art clearly an quickly. In short, Fray JULIAN tound them
ıntelligent and always williıng fo learn.
A the students had their meals together. T he SeN10T students WEIC

placed 1n charge of the others to insure that order Was kept mıdnıght,they awoke to recıte matıns and au On certaın days, they San s the
LE Deum at the en of matıns. 'The urch bell woke them 1n the mornıngand they went in procession to the urch where they recıted softly the
21 FERNANDO ÖCARANZA, E1 ımperıial coleg10 de ındıos de Ia S5anta Ciruz de
Tlaltelolco (Mexico, 31
2° JuAN ESTARELLAS, ""I’he College of Tlaltelolco 1n the problem of hıghereducation tor the ndians 1in century Mexico’”, Hıistory o} Educatıon
Quarterly 234—243; BOorG1iA STECK, E1 hrımer colegı0 de America,Santa Gruz de T’laltelolco, (Mexico, 1944

(GENARO GARCIA, Documentos ınedıitos HU 'Y bara la hıstorıia de Mex1ıco
(Mexico, 1907
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TOur mM1inor hours of the brevıary before hearing 11455 When the students
appeared in public, they had to WCaAL theır Caps an gyoWNSs.

Many of the graduates of the college achıeved TENOWN PABLO NAZAREO
translated the epistles of St Paul an the gospels into ex1ican. He had
lıved with the Francıscans SINCE he Wa boy an W 3a5 ell raıned ın
Latın, rhetorıic, logı1c, AaAn philosophy. Hıs wife, Marıa, Was the aughter
of Juan Axayaca, rother of the grea) exican chief, Moctezuma. PEDRO
JUAN ÄNTONIO displayed such excellence that he went io paın to attend
the unıversity of alamanca An 1ın 574 published Latın STAMMAAT,
Arte de Ia lengua latına. ÄNTONIO ELEJOS who Was Francıscan provincıal
1n 1613 wrTote two works: Homulıa sobre [0s evangzelr0s de +odo el anO
and Doctrina crıstıana de la lenZzua IMa In 5592 MARTIN RUZ
wrote book 1n ex1ican the medicinal herbs used by the ndıans
which Was translated iınto Latın by another Indıan student, JUAN
BADIANO. FRANCISCO BAUTISTA (CONTRERAS became goVErINOT of ochi1-
miılco. ÄNTONIO V ALERIANO W as gifted Latinıst an W as considered
another (Cicero*t.

The Francıscans lHowed the ndians to admınıster the college between
546 and 566 but the college dıd not do ell under theır control and
reverted tO the jurisdiction of the Francıscans 1n 573 the visıtor
of the Francıscan provınce 1in Mexı1ıco 1n 1569, JUAN UvVANDO, W aA>

VEry satıshed wiıth the college**. He felt that the ndıans WEeI«C intellıgent
students an would OV! LO be usetul to secular ecclesiastical
instiıtutions interpreters and translators. eplyıng LO SOMIMEC crit1cısm
of the college, he argue that 1n hıs opınıon the Indıan students wer«c

well-mannered and OoVe to learn. 'To the arge that HC the ndıans
became proficient in Yuropean studıes they would nOot hesıtate to be
critical of authority and would become POMPOUS and haughty, he replied
that he doubted ıt.

The resentment of the colonısts seemed o have taken its tall When
the lıst of graduates Was publiıshed 1n 1606, the plan of studıes W as INOTEC

typıcal of elementary school than college Attempts by the Francıs-
ans to restore the college center for the Ser10us studıes of the
humanıtıes proved futile because of inadequate financıal assıstance.. "Che
SUCCESS of the college in had shown clearly that the ndıans wWeTC

intelliıgent and capable of rece1ving Kuropean educatıon. also
showed that the transplantıng of European institutions could be SUCCECSS-

tul But the colonısts could not OW thıs HKor Spanısh soclal, ecONOMIC,
and polıtical SUPTECMAaACY W as based the assumption ot Indıan 1N-
terlor1ity and an y evıdence O the COonNtrary must be hıdden 'The
seventeenth cCentury SE the introduction of the term, lımpreza de SANSTE,
whereby students had to present certihicate to AA that both of theır

BORGIA STECK, ob CS Ara
Godice Francıscano del sıglo M (Mexico, 1941), 62—65
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parents WEeIC of PUr«c Spanısh stock?®. At the Jesunt college of San 07
Indıan and Negro boys could not sıt the LOp steps of the staırway
hıch WEeIC reserved for Spanısh boys*”. hıs instıtutionalızatıon of racısm
proviıdes S{l INOTEC evıdence that the movement behalf of the Indıan
had ftaıled.

15 clear then that the struggle for Indıan equalıty W as planned
ONC Whıle the polıtical battle W dA4s g01Ing 1n Spaın Aan! the New
World to reform the exısting colonıal instıtutions, the friars dıd not
overlook the priority of educatıng the ndians 1ın the Christian WaYy of
ıfe In the mıdst of chaotic world, they SITOVE to brıng an
order ase uUup OL reedom and equalıty. 'Thıs assocıatıon between un1-
versal reedom an Christianıty 15 evıdence that historıcally Christianity
W as viable socıal philosophy 1n helping to restore the dignıty of INan
iıle the arge that Christianity in the New World Was essentially
Kuropean Christianity an the reformers wanted to Kuropeanıize the
ndıans 15 not otally unfounded, there 15 lıttle evıdence that the earlıer
reformers denigrated Indian WAdY5. More ımportantly, they stood for
the ndıans 1n the concrete, 1ve: and suffered wiıth them. sıncerely
hoping that the WOoOr ofa an love Was possıble.

Ironıcally, the best known defender of the human rights of the
Indıans., BARTOLOME LAS GASAS, has been credıted wiıth the reSpPON-
sıbilıty tor the general insensit1ivıty of Spanılards to the rıghts of Negroes.
In h1s utopıan memorı1a|l of 547 he advocated the introduction of egro
slaves because he telt that they would be better able LO withstand the
work mposed by the Spanısh coloniısts. But, when he earned that the
slaves WEIC captured unjustly and treated harshly, he eciare that it
Was un]ust to enslave Negroes it Was ndıans oug. there W as
SOINC CONCErTrN the part of the Crown an the relıg10us orders tor the
Negroes, generally there W as significant pro-Negro movemen In the
first place, they WEeIC slaves an egally dıd not ave rıghts. Secondly,
inen dıd not yet conceıve that lavery W as in ıtself immoral. 'The
quest10ons pose by humanıtarıans of the day WeTC the treatment of
slaves and whether they WEeTITC enslaved 1ın Just WAäarTl.

As early 509 there Was order irom the asa de Contratacıon
tOo sent Negro slaves o Espanola. Kuropean business TMS sought COIMN-
tracts LO provıde the colonies wıth Negro slaves. In 1528,; the German
firm of Welser received CONIraC to provıde 4,000 slaves In four AI5;
1ın 1600 the Portuguese Governor of Angola, Juan Rodriguez Coutinho,
receı1ved the monopoly to bring 4,250 slaves from Africa to the center of
the clave trade in the New World, Cartagena. Wıth their hands an
teet chained, huddled in overcrowded compartment where they

JOHN TATE LANNING, ” Iradition an the enlightenment 1n the Spanısh
colonial unıversıities , G‚ ahıers d’hıstoire mondıiale 1967 705—721
&' MARTIN, The ıntellectual CONQUES 0} Peru,; (New York,
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neıither Sa the SU.:  - 191038 1991010200 and fted lıttle bow/l of flour and smalll
CUPD of walter, theır journey, hıch lasted for {woO months, W as nıght-
INaTrc of whıippıing an CUTSG>S: On arrıval, these lıyıng COTPSCS marched
Out LO platform to be gvaze at DYy the crowds who assembled “some
motivated DYy greed, SOINC Dy curi10s1ıty and others by compassıon *. 'T’he
maJorıty of slaves ame from West Africa, an the clave centers WEeIC

Cacheu ın Portuguese Gumea, Cabo Verde, S30 Tome, and San de
Loanda:; claves from Senegal, Guinea, Gambıa, an Sierra Leone wer«ec

sold Aat Cacheu an WEeI«C consıdered go0d natured, appYy claves who
dıd not lose opportunıty LO play MUuUsSI1C an dance VE when they
WEeI«C domg Very ditficult jobs; slaves from the an WEIC sold AF S50
Tome an WEIC described A lazy and ensual;: and the Bantus, considered

weak and disease ON trıbe, WEIC sold At San Pablo de Loanda
hıs W as the world 1n hıch ÄLONSO SANDOVAL intruded himself.

Born 1n evılle December I 1576 he AIn LO the New or the
followıng YCar with his parents, Don 'Irıstan Sanchez and Dona Beatrız
de Agullera®. On July 3 9 1593, he entered the Society of Jesus, COIl-

pleting hıs studıes in philosophy at the Jesult college of San in
1ma an eology At the Jesuit college ıIn (uzco. 'The educatıon of
Jesults in eru W as directed owards preparıng members to work amo0nNn$S
the ndians Before eing ordained, Jesult had to ave good command
of the Indıan language and, after ordıinatıon, he had to spend three
NS the ndıans When Alonso became interested 1n the egro slaves
15 uncertain. It could ave hbeen al the college of San where Was

demand tor COUTSCS 1n the Janguage of the olaves and Father U1Ss Lopez
WAasS counsellor {o SOTINC 2,000 slaves. Alonso Was not the rst LO raıse
protests agaınst the cruel treatment of slaves. In 573 BARTOLOME
ÄLBORNOZ eritic1zed the hypocrıisy of those who sa1d that ıt W aA>s good
tor the Negroes that they WeTC brought to the New World because they
would then be exposed LO the teachings of Christ. Sarcastıcally, he asked
“ Is ıt the law of Christ that the reedom of the soul 15 to be paıd wıth
the servıtude of the OdYy Now, the ONC whom they make Christian, they
deprive of ıberty hıch God naturally FaVC man. “ Hıs work, AÄArte de lo0s
CONLTYALOS, W as banned an not reprinted. In 1587, 1 0MÄS MERCADO.
professor oft eology al the Dominıcan college 1ın Mexi1Cco, condemned
the deceıt used by the slave dealers 1ın bringing egrO slaves _O the New
World, who justified theıir actıon by the presumptıion that Afriıcans WeIC

barbarıans, irrational, and motivated by anı y of JUStEICcE: 'The

2R ÄLONSO SANDOVAL, De ınstauranda Aethıopum salute (Bogota, 1956), 1!
1 9 107—108; BAUMGARTNER, .. Alonso de Sandoval und dıe Neger-

sklavereı” Die Missionspastoral ““De instauranda Aethiopum salute VO  H 1627
Neue Zeitschrift für Missionswissenschaft, 1971, 409—4458

MANUEL PACHECO, Los Jesurtas CGolombia (Bogota, vol 1,
239—268: R1 maestro de Claver, Alonso de Sandoval”, Rewvista Javeriana,
Sept 1954, 8S0—89, 146—155
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councıl of 1mMa of 1582 asked WNEGTS not to torbid their slaves from
contracting marrıages an not LO separate couples*,

ÄLONSO'’s CONCETN then Was in LO the intensıhıcatıon of the
problems otf slavery. For there WEeEeTC already slaves in 1ma ın
568 T’hat the Jesults should be ın the torefiront of thıs minıstry should
not be SUrprısıng. Founded 1n 534 in Parıs reactıon agaınst the
irrelevance of the learnıng of the tıme, the Jesults WeTIC In the vanguard
of the M1SS10Nary and humanıtarıan actıyıty that Was ONM  (D of the results
of the Catholic retormatıion®. TIme wıth consıderable experience in
Kurope an India, the Jesults arrıyed 1n Peru in 568 LO tackle the
problem of instructing the NECEW peoples 1n the Catholic taıth Undeniably,
the Jesunt prescrıption tor these peoples W as Kuropean Christianity. But
the Kuropean experlence W as not yeL broad to acknowledge the
diversity of civılızations. Uniformity W as the order of the day an theır
attempt Tto create Kuropeanızed ndıans must not blind OIl  (D to theır
successtul attempts at bettering the Indian posıtion 1n the educatıonal
and soc1i1al helds

ÄLONSO Was sent to the Jesuit college of Gartagena hich WAas ounded
1n 604 to traın ıts members LO work NS the slaves. He responded
wiıth sincere anguılsh at the inhumane ireatment meted to the slaves who
“°dıd not understand Spanısh NOT cared LO, murmurıng tearfully wıthout
ANYyONC eing able to understand . Hıs rst responsıbilıty W 4a5 to
trom door LO door, ‚ sollıcıtıng contributions for hıs order. In 1606 he
accompanıed the vice-provincılal, Fr DIEGO TORRES., to Urabä where
they WCIC ell received by the ndians an ul sSma. ape Ihey
then proceeded to Antıoqulia, Remedios, an! Zaragoza, where he decided
LO work NS the Negroes: '"How grea ıt would be to take these
Negroes form the abyss of SIN, SINCE sıngle soul 15 of such importance,
an return ıt to the d! of God CVCI for sıngle nıght  27. Wıth lıttle
thought for hI1s OW: lıfe, he commuıtted himself totally to the of
the Negro slaves. When 1in 1611 0atLl0oa| ot slaves arrıyed from (labo
Verde anı it Was rumoured that the slaves WEeTIC striıcken wiıth smallpox,
the cıty officials orbade their eNIrYy into the cıty. Undaunted, ÄLONSO
continued to visıt the slaves, winnıng the admiratıon of hiıs proviıncıal,
(Gonzalo de Lyra; °°His love tor hıs ministry 1s grea an he undertakes
the task of hıshing tor souls wıth the utmost Cars, not bothering 9} est
eıther at nıght OTr during the day with such dedıication that his super10rs
ave personally intervened LO moderate his zeal. ”33 In letter to Lyra,
ÄLONSO urge the provincıal to allocate INOTC members tor the m1ss1on

SACO, Historia de la esclavıtud de [a 1U2U afrıcana el mundo
(Havana, Cuba, 1938), vol 27
e Monumenta mıssıoNUM Socıetatis Tesu, ed Wıckı Rome, 1948), 166
32 CASSANI; Hıstorıia de la provincıa de [a companıa de Jesus del rTeEINO
de Granada la merica (Caracas, 1967), 62—63
33 PACHECO, 0ß C 249
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the N egroes.‘ Was to be expected that those involved Xin the
slave trade WOu consıder ÄLONSO theır Nn On ON 0OCcasıon he
Was denied eENIry into compartment where slave Was ıll
Bargıng hı1ıs WaY into the rFOOMM, he found her all kın and bone, the

of eı There Was lıttle he COU. do but ear her confession and
remaın wıth her untıl! che died Once sold, the slaves’ lot Was not
bettered and they WeEIC reated INOTC 1ıke beasts than human beings.
Compelled LO work in the mi1nes, they worked from sunrıse to sunset.
Sometimes they had to work at nıg W as wonder, ÄLONSO ar-

ked, that 112  b who Was captıve 1n rge IM the Moors COUu. Sa y
that Christians punished INOTC slaves 1n ()11‘  D week than the Moors 1in ON

YCAar.,
T’he question of baptısm dısturbed hım He Was old that the slaves

WEIC baptızed before embarkıng ftor AÄAmerica but he doubted ıts legi-
tımacy an WAaAS VECIY crıitical of the WaYy they WEIC baptızed. clerıic
WOou ask the slaves 1n the pOrtis of Cacheu Cabo Verde f they wanted
to be aptızed. Upon theır atffırmative repily: ..  yes, VCS, 27  yes’”, they WEer«c

baptızed wiıthout eing instructed LO ıts sıgnılıcance. Some accepted
1t unwillıngly, belıeving it to be deviıce of whites to kıll them: SOTINC

thought that theır ea WEIC eing washed fo g1ve them relieft from
the intense heat; and others, that ıt Was medicıiıne agaınst IlIness
Emphasızing that the slaves MmMust be instructed before baptısm, he Was
confronted Dy the problem of anguage Recognizing that the slaves WEeTC
from different trıbes an spoke different Janguages, he made ote of
those slaves who knew Spanısh, what African Janguage they spoke, an
the Nammne of theıir master, and persuaded them to act interpreters.
Kventually, the college of Cartagena 1ıre': eighteen egrO interpreters,
SOME of whom mastered eight languages and ONC who spoke eleven.
Havıng reasonably solved the problem of communicatıng with the
slaves, he WONUL. enter the arracks where the slaves WCOIC herded theıir
arrıval and Lr y fo allay their tears. He saıd that SOINEC otf the siaves
refused to be baptized, adamantly professing their taıth 1n Islam

In 1617 DNCWS arrıyed that he Was to receı1ve assıstant, the famous
PEDRO (LAVER who, inspired an traıned by ÄLONSO, would also make
the mı1ssıon to the Negro slaves hıs liıte’s work?4. That YCar ÄLONSO went
to 1ma where he translated biography of St TAancıs Xavier written in
Portuguese by JUAN LUCENA and collected hıs materıal tor A book

the Negroes. Returning LO Gartagena 1n 1620, PEDRO ÜLAVER an he
continued tO instruct the Negroes, but not wıthout erıiticısm. In charge
hıch might ave arısen f{rom CHVY, they WEIC accused Dy the secular
clergy of working for theır Wl temporal benefit and WEEIC torbidden
o administer baptısm eXcept to CTrSON who Was at the poınt of death

ÄNGEL VALTIERRA, El SANLO QUE ıberto 7L San Pedro Glaver,
(Bogota,
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when there was noOo parısh prıest. 'The Jesuits responded DYy invıtıng
SOINC secular prıests to jJoin them 1in instructing the slaves. Fınally
realızıng that the minıstry tO the egro slaves Wa extremely difficult,
these priests convinced the bıshop to oOW ÄLONSO to baptıze the slaves.
In 624 ÄLONSO W a> named rectior of the college of Cartagena where
he encouraged hıs tellow Jesunts to work S the slaves. On retirıng
from thıs pos1ıt10n 1n 1627, hıs colleagues pald homage toO hıs untirıng
zeal: NO ONC oubted that he cshould be called apostle in V  Y
of the word S1INCE he W as the rst LO dedicate himself to the instruction
of the Negroes 1n the Indies  27

Hıs monumental book, De ınstauranda Aethiopum solute, W as publısh-
ed in evılie 1n 1627 mıixture of geography, hıstory, an relıg1o0n,
he synthesized ex1isting scholarly nowledge of Afrıca with the ACCOUNIS
of travelers to Afrıca and his OW. hirst-hand experience. The ma]or
theme Was the wretchedness of the ıte of the slaves and the need tor
minıstry - them In hıs treatment of the Customs of the VAarıo0ous
Atfrican trıbes, he observed that the adıngas WeI«C actıve 1n proselytiz-
ing to the slamıc faıth u the other trıbes. 'T he maJor slamıc
infliuence originated from the Moslem Berbers who made trade aASTCC-
ments wıth the NCSTOCS of West Afrıca. He sa1d that the attractıon of
siam Aan! the local trıbal cults often caused Chrıistian Negroes to

Christianıty and return LO theıir orıgınal cults AÄLONSO placed
grea ame the trıbal chiefis who, whenever they needed MONCY, WOU
invıte the Portuguese to theır kıngdom LO buy slaves. Wıth SAaTCaSıN,
ÄLONSO elated the justihcation of Negro lavery gıven by jef
“ Because (+0d had created whites first and then Blacks who, because they
WEeTC last, wer«tc rdered to theır greater brothers.”

Negroes firom (zuinea WEIC intelligent, always appYy beatıng their
drums, SINZ1INg, and dancıng, an WEeTC excellent 1ın runnıng and jJumping.
They dıd nOot WCAaLr Jlothes but 1n the of Spaniards they dıd
Theır kıng WAdsS always accompanıed by retinue of fiıve S1X thousand
InNnenN Commoners who visıted the kıng had tOo neel, bow their eads,
extend both ands, then take handtul of earth three times AaAn throw
it CT theır ea The nobilıty squatte and WeTr«c requiıred only tO

AaPDCAar to the earth No ON  /a W as allowed LO speak directly to the
king tor T1CASON of state, only through mediator. All, includıng the
kıng, sat the floor LO eat an WwWeTI«cC generally satıshed wıth lıttle The
B10J]0es Aatfe from the Samne plate. Wine made from the palm tree an
drink called DO WETC VE popular. oments otf happıness and grief
WETIC accompanıed by intox1ıcatıon. CrSON could grea
quantıties of alcohol Was hıghly honored Polygamy W as practiced and
children WEeIC brought by theır mothers unti;l they reached the aSC
when they COU. take aArc of themselves. Some trıbes punished adulterers
an others dıd nNnOot. ings beheaded theır unfaıthful W1Ves and the adul-
(GreTIS: the rest of the populace could sEe1ZE an ell the adulterer but
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arm Was fo be done tOo theır WI1VeSs. Ihey buried their dead mound
enclosed 1n atche house. When SOIMCOINC died, notice Was sent to all
the relatıves and the ditfterent vıllages, who would then rıng gold and
other valuables whiıch would be divided 1n three; the Hirst they buried
wiıth the dead, the second they aV to the kıng, and the thırd LO the
relatıve who was- lookıng after the uneral ings wWwWeTC burıed secretly
because the amount of gold W a grea and would lure thıeves. in SOINC

trıbes others WeTITC immolated wıth the dead kıng the funeral, the
dead man’s Hırst wiıfe led the gathering an Was expected to remaın in
mournıng for YCAar, Aftfter the burı1al, all returned LO the village SQUAaATC
where the Sans an danced INn praiıse of the dead 188028 whıiıle the
old sat 1n the SQUAaTE., 'The dead man’s OWS kılled to teed the
gathering and the hıdes gıven to hıs w1ıves°?.

everal trıbes worshipped tatues of theır ancestors but the slamıc
religion W a5 veEry popular. There WEIC INnalıy MOSYUCS an Moslem
schools where the Arabic anguage Was used AÄLONSO recalled with
alarm the zeal of the Moslem missionarıes an hOow easıly they WO  \

CONVEerts. Famıiılıies worshipped theır OW.: household god Houses WeIr«c

covered wıth STIrTaw an grea) n 8 B W5 observed 1n supervisıng theır
cıtıes. Every nıght certaın IN  w patrolled the Vvec wıde StFeES: shouting
{o famılies To put out their Hires not to risk setting the cıty fire
In the MmMOrnNıNgs they cleaned theır teeth wıth plıece of branch called
CUAQUO, washed the OOT an walls of theır homes with water an combed
their Nalr wetting the comb wiıth 91l LO make theır alr shine. TIThen they
began the In of driving out vıl spirıts. They bouled teathers of
different 17| in lıquıid called MAZAMUTTA 10 the accompanıment of
chants they drove the devıl into the treets and then threw the brew ınto
the street 'T ’he Negroes of the Congo an gola OVE: Cafts and dogs
ood natured, they OoVve to play their S1X stringed gultar. In Angola,
the people wWeTrC docıle Aan! believed 1in OIl god

Here W as the Hirst attempt to understand the slave by understandıng
h1s socıial envıronment 1in Africa. In dASC when most Kuropeans Sa

only blackness an judged all NegrToes to be similarly inter1i1o0r LO them
ÄLONSO preferred to cshow that the slaves WEeTIC products of ditterent
trıbal STOUPS and, INOTEC importantly, members of socı1eties hich had
civılized polıtical, soclal, and rel1g10uUs torms. Indırectly, he contrasted
the annıhilation of the personalıty of the slave in the New World wiıth
the of identıty that he possessed ın Africa. Cut off irom hıs tribal
and famıly tıes, the slave, wıth his CYCS constantly wiıth ears, W as

perpetually sad he became subject to the ınhumanıty of the slave
traders an plantatıon masters.

What WwWeI«C ALONSÖ’S V1IEeWS Slavery”? Confessing that he treated
he thought Just, he supported the VIEWS of UIS MoTo-
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NIA who, in hıs de auıstatıac el 2UTE, held that Afifrıcan lavery W AasSs unjust
anı all who particıpated In ıt had sinned grievously®®. 'The two cond1-
tıons to justify enslavıng CTSON, namely, tOo be made prısoner 1n
Just Wr and tO be condemned to slavery punıshment tor crımes,
dıd not obtaın in the Casc of the African slaves. AÄLONSO Was very much

ma of hıs times in not condemnıng slavery institution. He could
SCEC clearly that the slaves’ To L1ECW socıety W ads traumatıc and
the only NC tOcus of relatıons W as his ecruel master. 8 eXpect AÄLONSO
to conclude that all slavery W as unjust would have been to SC hım in
Onfiext of relig10us, eCONOMIC, and socıal values that dıd nOot take
definitive shape untiıl the eighteenth CENLUTY. Very much the heırs of the
Koman tradıtıon, Spanısh Jawyers agreed that slavery Was institution
whereby SOTINCOLNC W as subject LO another COonNtrary LO nature. But OMNC

drew the conclusion that what Was CONLrary LO nature OUg. LO be
abolished

an rate, Aifrıcan slavery W as for ÄLONSO unjust. He Jaughed aft
those who sa1d that the lot of the slaves Was better 1n the New World
than in Africa where they WEeETC all slaves of theır kıngs “It 15 known
that 1in the beginnıng of the WOT. QOQur Lord dıd not people the earth
wıth masters an claves.” O demonstrate that lavery W as CONLrary To
nature, he ciıted TLERTULLIAN that “everyman 15 by nature free but Inıquıty

adversity made hım clave” an SOLOMON that “the POOT INd:  - an
the king, the monarch an the shepherd, WEeTIC born from ONM  (D SaImnıc lot
and passed under the SAdaiInlc laws: nature dıd not pay greater Car 1in
creatıng the prince than the plebeıan. Both grea and SMa have OM  (D

begınnıng and must have 0)81  'a end. 36 ALONSO'’S paın at see1ng the s1ıck
slaves eft yıng ONn the ground to dıe, unclothed, W as genule: In
usually died wıthout anyOonNc gri1eving carıng about theır bodily an
spırıtual aılment. 15 uncertaın whether they dıe from neglect from
Ilness ave sCCH thıs wıth OW. CYC5S an WeEDIR. remember
see1ing E Man y others two who WEeTEC already dead, yıng the
ground ıke anımals, their mouths Tacıng upwards, OPCNH An tull of flies,
theır Aarıns crossed if to S1gN1Ly the of eternal condemnatıon tor

would to God that couldhavıng dıed wiıthout rece1ving baptısm
intlame the hearts of those who read thıs an NCOUTASC them LO help
these POOT people who ave lıttle assıstance. 37 AÄLONSO diıed ın 652

'T he motıves of the CONquUES of the New or weTrT«c complex. Many
WETIC sımply interested 1ın increasıng their wealth and For them
the discovery had idealogıcal signılıcance and, wıth debateable just1-
fication, COU argue that it W as they who developed the New or
The attıtude of the Crown W as ambiguous. Viewing the New Or
Spanısh colony, it sought to mitıgate the exploıitatıon of the colonısts
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DYy creatıng instıtutions ike the Councıil of the Indies and the audiencia
and 1SSUINg innumerable laws. But colony ex1sts for the go0od of the
mother COUNIrY and, 1n truth. the essentıal problem lay 1n the vec
notion of colony. In addıtıon. Spanısh instıtutions WEIC hierarchıical and
certaınly not representatiıve of the natıve populatıon. 'The Crown Was
also the patron of the Catholic Church 1n the New or and 1n theory
Was entrusted with the responsı1bilıty of promotıing an defending
Christian values.

'The CONquestT, then, wıtnessed the interweavıng of these different
motivatıons. 1 hose who struggle for Indıan reedom trıed to rıng
about the realızatıon of the Christian conception of the conquest to
estend the kıngdom f God bDy peaceful an 'Their crusade 15 INOTC

easıly explicable 1f it 15 understood 1n medieval ontext In SOM WAdY5S,
the scenarıo of the New World Was the Samec the welftth cCentury.
Whıiıle the Christian armıles marched In battle aVYy agaınst the oslems,
Francıscan and Dominican friars WeTC jJourneyıng to slamıc an to
WI1IN VCTL the oslem Dy peaceful

As the sixteenth CENLUTY drew tOo close, ıt appeare that the attempt
of the pro-Indıan movement to create New World 1n which all INeC  }
WEeTIC brothers had taijled. As tor the Atrıcan slave, the ecline 1ın the
populatıon of the ndians forced the colonısts to turn LO Airiıcan slaves
to satisfy the demand tor cheap OTr. hus egan the enslavement of
the Afrıcan, the horrors of hıch ÄLONSO SANDOVAL adqquatelydescribed

Though the urch Wa unable LO prevent the debasement of the NCOTO,
there werTe IN  — who WEeTITEC actıve 1ın the struggle tor theır dıgnıty
Accepting the long held notion that though the body W as enslaved the
soul Was fIree, they telt that by partıcıpatıng 1n the Christian WaYy of ıte
the slaves WOU en]oy the kıngdom of ( s0d But the ailure of Spanısh
Christianity to achlıeve the harmon1ı1zatıon of ın the New World
must not 1n ‚0738{  (D to the hero1ic efforts of those who Sa

Christianity the hope of realızıng iru human dıgnıty ere ave been
few instances of such concerted effort to ring about the unıversal
brotherhood of 11a  - by d an love. 'Their defense of the princıple
of ireedom, theır truggle {o get the authorities LO make restitution to
the ndıans, theır willıngness to die for their ıdeals. ATC qualities that
have inspired INany.
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