
IHE CHO CRISIS CEYLON

Analysed non-wvrolent defence of human rıghts
Dy the Ghrıstian communıt'y of Geylon

Dy Nıhal Abeyasıngha
Ihe first Christian m1ss10Narı]ıes reached Geylon 1n 505 wıth the arrıval

of the Portuguese. Sınce that tıme, ıIn terms of Convers10ns LO Christianıity
there has been remarkable SUCCESS. (At present the Christian population
15 about D# 0/9 of approxımately the miıllion inhabitants of Ceylon).
But Christian instıtutions ave played signıficant role 1n the develop-
ment of the Country. Ihe present artıcle seeks tO study even where
the Christian communıty reacted 1n the tace of threat to 0)01  CD of the
Christian institutions namely the denomiınational schools whiıch the
government of the day wıshed to take VCT 1n V1eEW of the „natıonal
interest“.

'The maın thrust of OUTr artıcle 15 to provıde Y of the schools‘
struggle 1n terms of avaılable knowledge, that it an when future
CT1SIS 1in regard to ‚0)8[  (D of the institutions of Christianity WEIC LO u  9
these viewpoints 11l have to be taken into consıderation. But ATIC ell

that the actual decisıon of the o be used and the expecta-
tıons {to be tormulated 111 depend several actors hıch ATrCc unknown
to at presen(t, tor example the varıable factors 1in the sıtuatiıon at
that poıint 1n history, the optıons avaılable, the qualıities and efects of
those who wiısh to defend their riıght and those who OPPOSC ıt and

In OUT presentation, shall tirst present the facts about the schools‘
CT1S1S and then analyse the 1SSUEeSs iınvolved. hen Lry fo offer
tew theoretical reflections flowing from and elaboratıng OUT conclusions

the actual retlection.

The schools‘ struggle T’he facts
Presuming that the reader INAaYy not be familiar wıth the Success10n of

events 1n the struggle, the present chapter a1m Ar provıdıng ramework
ot indısputable tacts about the strugglel1. 15 the basıs of these
facts that the reflections the struggle 111 be made.

Dates
28th July 1960 Ihe daıly papcrs report statement by the Miınister of Educa-

tıon (BADIUDDIN) that the 11Cc  < meanıng S72 Lanka Freedom Party)
Besides personal knowledge, the SOUTCECS for hıch rely in enumeratıng the

facts contaıned 1n thıs chapter ATC BALASURIYA, Reflections the Natıonalı-
zatıon of the Private schools 2ın S57rı Lanka, 1N ; IDOCG Bulletin, No TE (August-
September VE HOvuTART, Relıgion and ıdeologıe ın Sr12 Lanka
Colombo, 1974 LAWRENCE, Work anı Workıng 0} the Archdiochese of (20=
lombo 2n Geylon: Colombo, 1970
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government 15 to proceed ımmediately wıth the „take-over“ of all assısted schools.
12th August 1960 IThrone pee: outlınıng the polıcy of the government makes

mention of the proposed take-over.
12th October 1960 ıll (proposing the Act) 15 tabled in the House of the

Representatives.
24th 27th October 1960 „Commiuittee Stage of the ıll
98th October 1960 Ihe thırd reading of the 111 1s passed.
Sth November 1960 First an second readıng 1ın the Senate.
15th November 1960 Committee stage in the Senate an thırd readıngz of the

bıll 15 passed.
17th November 1960 Royal Assent 15 gıven makıng it ınto law (that 15 the bıll

15 sıgned by Sir ÖLIVER GOONETILLEKE, Governor General).
Ist December 1960 T he ordınance takes eftfect.
he struggle ın preparatıon:

Catholic NCWSPAaPCIS endeavour to dissuade the government from the step
Legal actıon to prevent the implementatıon of the first ACT. But thıs PIOVCS

unsuccessful.
TIhe hierarchy meet several OCCas]ıons LO review the sıtuatıon an to direct

the intervention of catholic spokesmen ıth the government.
The hierarchy 1Ssue statements agaınst the legıslatıons. 'The statements AT

dated 30th September, 16th and 27th October 1960
Interviews an discussions of the Government ıth the Catholic Bishops.

he struggle ın actıon:
Ihe Catholics of each parısh resort tO passıve resistance by Occupyıng the

buildings an precincts of the schools earmarked tO be taken VOTL.
JIhere A O Iso pray<“cr meetings, process10ons, demonstrations, sıt-ın by youth

close tOo the House of Representatives.
Reactıon of opponents:
In general, policy of unıt an: SCC (besides the interviews an discussıons

spoken of above)
Leadership 07 the yesıstance:
Primarıily the hierarchy an secondarıly those who cooperated closely with

them the members of the Catholic un10n.
Participants ın the resıistance:
The Catholics, but generally the 1165 involved most openly WEeTC the POOT. The

resistance Was strongest in the coastal The eaders dıd nOot really lay
themselves physıcally OT the liıne of cıvıl resistance.

Vısıble results of the struggle:
Cardinal RACIAS of Bombay (India) offers tO mediate. On hıs t1ırm SSU-

FTances, persuaded of the futility of urther resistance the Hierarchy of Geylon
19th January 1961 calls Catholics to desıist ToOom the occupatıon of the schools.

„Supplementary Provisıons“ Act No of gazetted 1n May 1961
vesting in the state the iımmovable Troperty of the school ıth retrospectıveeffect to 16th July an the moveable property of the school ıth retrospectiveeffect to 921st July 1960

II The schools‘ struggle The facts analysed
The aım of OUT study 15 to NSwer the question hıch ave pOSe:

ourselves 1n the 1g. of the facts enumerated 1n the ast chapter. There-
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fore, ıt IS NECCSSALY first of all to understand the notion of the hum Aa l

hıch Was eiende and the nature of the ent
actıon employed. Sınce ATr dealıng wıth VELY definıte CaSC«l, it
would be naıve LO elıeve that these notions Ca  ; be consıdered in the ab-
stract. Kather they WEerTIC«C, 45 111 be SCCH condıtioned DYy historical CIrCcum-
stances. 15 in the light of these that AT able LO understand what the
struggle wWwas all about.

Human rıght
Background:
Already ifteen d beforé the struggle, the hierarchy of Geylon in

jeınt pastoral had set ftorth theır VIEWS Catholic educatiıon. hıs pasto-
ral 15 ate 7th October 945

It 15 evıident that system of educatıon Can be acceptable LO Catholics, ıf it
outsıde the influence of the Church. And educatıon 15 primarıly work of
envıronment, thıs influence must pervade the home, the school where the child

an anımate the parent and teacher alıke iın theır relations ıth the
child Hence Arıses UL persistent demand that Catholic children must be
educated 1n (iatholıc schools under Catholic discıpline. 10 compel dırectily
iındirectly LO accept system of educatıon hıch does not conftorm to these prın-
cıples 15 to deny the right to bring OUTr children accordıng to the tenets an:
precepts of OU: relıg10n“.

hıs 15 repeated In everal WaYys throughout the pastoral letter. hen ıf
SOCS to Sa y

Ihe most striıking proof of the soundnees of the denominatıional system 15 the
fact that it has persisted these sSeventYy five 1n spıte of constitutional changes
and 1n the face of violent and repeated attacks DYy the advocates of state 10017110 -

poly Wiıth genuıne prıde Ca  - Say that have managed OUTr schools to
the satıstactıon of all fair-minded people®.

On Oth October 1955, there Was another jomt pastora „Human
rıghts” In regard o educatıon, the lıne of argumentatıon W3as not sub-
stantıally difterent.

In the Strüss e“
In the struggle, the basıs of argumentatıon W dA5 the Samıec that used

1n the pastora. letter hıch ave cıted at length. hıs argumentatıon
Was set torth 1n the statements of 30th September, 16th and 27th October
960 FEr HOovuTART makes careful analysıs of the terminology and COIMN-

tent of these statements and he concludes that the poınt of departure of
the argumentatıon 15 twofold postulate the O1LIC doctrinal and explı-
cıtlybound wıth revelatıon („relig10us educatıon 15 iındıspensable tor

On CGatholıc Educatıon: Jomt Pastoral of the Catholic hierarchy, Geylon. (20=
lombo, 1945, E OSR

1d., 14,
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the transmıssıon of the revealed message”) and the other socıal (the Cc5S5-

sıty of specıf1c instiıtutions to perform thıs function)4.
15 not the OP! of this to make criıt1que of the fırst of thıs

postulates. But deal wiıth the second, for the struggle W as immediately
concerned wıth the second namely that the schoo] 15 the privileged place
of the Christian tormatıon. We would 1ıke {Oo poıint Out that thıs stratement
15 at least questioned Dy catechists today, for example BABIN®S.

The rıght defended
In 1945, the hierarchy had spoken of the system of educatıon hıch had

endured for seventy five years®, Hence what they iıntended fo spea of
W as the denomiınatıonal school system hıch Was establıshed by Catholics
1n 869 It should be emembered that the British took control of Ceylon
ın 796 and held Ceylon colony untiıl 19458 But ıt Was only
seventy three after they CaInc into o that Catholics WEeTIC allo-
wed {O ave theır schools and this after agıtatıon led by Fr BONJEAN
OMI Durıing the per10d 18569 to 1959, Catholics made tremendous eftort
to buıild the 00 system. By 1958, there weTreC schools (about 775 ın
number) sutfficient to provıde for 03 0/9 of the Catholic children 1n eed
of educatıon. Obviously thıs sıtuatıon SaVC the Catholics consıderable
advantage VCT others in Ceylon?.

15 irue that the Catholics built the materıal siructure of the schools.
But tor the moOst part, ıt W as the government which financed theır runnıng.
When the sıtuatiıon of the Catholic chools Was compared for example tOo
that of the Buddhis schools., there Was the pıcture presented of mınorıty
being 1ın posıtıon of privilege. On the EVC of the schools struggle, the
situatiıon Was that the 1257 Buddhıist schools 1n the iıslam receıved OVETIN-
ment gran of Rupees 20 miıllıon, whıle the 735 Christian schools receıived
d gran of 28 miıllıon A pupıl 1n Buddhist Hındu school cost the
government AVCTaASC of Rupees 64, while 0)81  @' 1ın Catholic schoo] COost
Rupees Fa Of the teachers, 0/9 of the graduates WEOEIC 1n denominational
schools and 14 9/9 1n government schools8. These statıstics WeTIC inflam-
matory, partıcularly at the tiıme when hıch ftor the most part
had Not en]joyed the benefits of denominatıonal educatıon aIiIne into  A
o hrough the election of 956

HOuTART, Relıgıon and ıdeology 21n 5rı Lanka Colombo 1974, 286—9294
for analysıs, CSP 2993

BABIN, Aud2ı0-v1s100: svolta speranza, (Gestetnered) Rome, 1975
The Catholic school system actually S50C5S back much urther. There WEeTITC schools

established under the Portuguese regıme hich fırst brought Christianıity to Gey-
lon (1505—1658). hen the system Was disrupted during the Dutch per10d —
1796 when Catholics WCIC under persecutıon.

BALASURIYA, Reflections the Natıonalızatıon of the Private schools 2ın Srz
Lanka, ıN} IDOCG Bulletin, No 0a Aug. Sept E

JAYASURIYA, Educatıon ın Geylon before and after ındependence Colombo,
1969, 2, 3!
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thıs tıme, there Was the revıval of Buddhism relıgıon and of the
old argumen that ın order LO be natıonal, Siıinhalese c<hould be Buddhists?.
As Fr FERNANDO SayS: the time of the Sınhale-Buddhist revıval in
the late 1950s, ıt Was COININOMN to indıcate 0388 other rel1g10us
prıviıleged ” 10, The eXpression of thıs problematic 15 tound iın the report of
the Buddhist Commı1ssıon which hıghlighted especlally the „privilege“” of
the denominational school system and of the Catholic OIl  (D in partıcular1!,
Thus OIl  CD (  - Sa y that those who wanted to take Ver the schools 1ın erms
of the ıt SaAaVC to those who controlled them

T he Catholic however viewed the sıtuatıon 1n terms of human
right, hıch she had exercıised durıng the past SEVENLY five d an: had
built at the cost of sacrıfice into ruly viable system hıch proved
acceptable. had gıven Catholics who profited from ıt by rıght and NON-
Catholics who benefited trom ıt Dy sufferance the opportunıity LO clımb
the soc1ıal ladder So 1n realıty, the struggle tor the Catholics, Was not of
a human right uch, but otahuman rıg exercısed ın the
historical sıtuation of the past SEVENTLY five d  . However thıs dıistinction
dıd nNnot AaPPCAar ın the struggle, ave already SCCH 1ın the analysıs of
the statements of the hierarchy the rıg Ihey defended the human
right to the denomiınatıonal 00 system viewing ıt 1in the 1g of praCc-
tıcal truth, whıiıle the opposıtıon Sa the human rıght exercısed 1n terms
of privilege. Thıs, they WEEIC unwillıng tO permit to minority who tormed
only about nıne pCI cent of the total populatıon.

Here, ıt WOUu be ell to make VC brief the hum
riıghtto chools as ıt had beenexercised by Catholics

In the first place, 1ın Catholic schools, there WeTC al the time of the
chools struggle nearly 20,000 Buddhist an non-catholicschool children12.
But there Was provisıon to provıde them wıth educatıon in the
tenets of theır OW.: faıth13 11ıed LO thiıs there wWeTC sStrong accusatıons that
the Christian schools WEeEIC being used for proselytism f least alıenatıng
Buddhist pupıls fromtheir OWN faıth14 'The teachers 881 the schools LO00 WEeETIC

ÄRASARATNAN, Natıonalısm, (‚ommunalısm and Natıonal Unity ın Geylon,
1n : MASSON Ed.) Indıa anı Geylon: Unity ın dıversity. London, 1967,
2002278 FARMER, Socıal Basıs o} Natıonalısm ın Geylon, 1N: Journal
of Asıan Studies 431—440

FERNANDO, How uddhısts an Gatholıcs of Srz Lanka SECEC each other, 1N:
Social GCompass (1973) 332
11 Betrayal of Buddhısm. Balangoda, 1956, 40.— 908
12 BALASURIYA, art C
13 Prior tOo 1939, non-Catholics WEeTC obliged to attend relıg10us knowledge (1
Christian doctrine) classes unless parents asked tor dıspensation. But from 1939
onwards, the clause Was altered tO state that ıt Was only the explicıt request
of the parents that non-Catholics WEIC to attend these classes. There Was

an y posıtıve provısıon for instruction 1ın non-Christian faıths.
Betrayal of Buddhısm. DE SILVA, S50ciral Polıcy an MALSSLONATY

Organiısations an Geylon. London, 1965
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dissatistied the managemen (prıests rel1g10us) kept tor themsel-
V CS the better paıd pPOS1L10NS Sometimes prıests and relıg10us WEIC

appomted to SCHOT pOS1L10NS OVeCTI lay teachers of longstandıng and OQOut-
standıng experiencel> Hence an Sa y that there WEIC certaın deficien-
1C5 CVCN the VeErYy of the rıght

Goncluding thıs sect10n the notion of human rıght deftended Ca  —

SaYy tirst that the human rıg defended A4as rıg W as valı But the
actual struggle there WasS not the SAd1INcC Concept of the human rıg aM öoNS
those who eiende 1T and those who Oopposed it Second the
of this right there were certaın shortcomings hıch ave to be admıtted
prescinding {rom the tact of whether they WEeTC blameworthy not

Ihe non-vırolent actıon used
In the schools struggle, the tact that the Catholics used physıcal

force Theirs Was PAaASsıVC resistance But have to ask by whom Was
this 1300781 violent actıon carrıed out? Here should recall two A Cct8,
namely that the Jeadershıp dıd not tor the mOst part actually take part
the non-violent actıon Theirs Was role of negotiatıon wıth the SOVECIN-
ment an direktion of the 110171--violent actıon, and secondly that those who
took part openly WETIC tor the most part poor16,

Here, it would SCCIN LO twoOo at S should be made. Fırst,
the part of the leadership the struggle Was not consıdered organızed
Was suppose to be „SPONtLANECOUS OI  (D hıch the hierarchy (the

leadership) had {tO diırect their ole pastors Aftter the intervi1iew with
the Prime Mınıster the hiıerarchy saı1d

As thıs SaVc OppOrtunıty of makıng the government I' consıder the whole
scheme of the take VTr the hıerarchy agreed to persuade the taıthful not to
resist the change of management to be effected Lst December 1960 We
however insısted OUT rıght tO protest by all Jegıtimate agaınst whatever
Was objectionable the NCW legislation We assured the Government disso-
cı1ated ourselves TOmM Aanıy manıftestations of violence an that at stage

party tOo ALLY subversive actıon agaınst the government.
his W as 29th November 960 TIhe Occupatıon had not begun SO

while the lerarchy ere Sa Yy that they agreed To persuade the taıthful not
LO resist, ıt 15 known that instructions WEeEIC M by the hıerarchy to those
who occuplied the schools how to recmaın wiıthın the law an obtaın PIrOü-
ection when needed18.

BALASURIA, art C1It 21
Cf for example the Circulara 1306 the Curıa Archives Golombo, hıch

detailed instructions AT VvVCcCn how to 5a y within the law an obtaın protection
agaınst „thugs  - during occupatıon of the schools. Ct. 1so Statement by hierarchy
of 25—9206 Nov.
111° Messenger, Nov. 1960 the interview ıth Prime Minister held nıght

Statement Dy hıerarchy, Messenger Nov 1960
(F Circulars 136 b footnote (16) above
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Ihe second observatıon hıch make wiıth SOINC INnCAaSure of hesitation
and trepıdatıon that the struggle rea of the hıerarchy leader-
sh1p) and those who took part physically the cıvıl resistance WETIC OPC-
ratıng from two rather dıyergent ideological standpoıints

TIThe hierarchy includes the prıests) had mentality that Was
sımılar to that of the Westernized elıte who WOU. consıder that the socıal
structure an the present Casc the tavourable Sıtuatiıon en]joyed
result of the denominational schoo] system Was CXPTESS10N of the 11l
of And they tended tO justify thıs sıtuatıon conceptual trame-
work20 ave SsSCCH Was actually the lıne otf argumentatıon employe:
by the hierarchy theır statements

This resulted the assertion of princıples wiıthout sufficient
COSMNIZANCC of the lıved realıty In their usSec of the PTCINISC from revelation
(„relig10us education iındıspensable tor the transmıssıon of the revealed
INCSSASC > they WLG € t00 quıck consıdering that the schoo system Was
the best possible They had alse clarıty the WALGRAVE
pO1Nt£s Out the danger that present when conceptual thought 0€Ss not
TeCINAaın very close connection wiıth the exıstential realıty21

OSe who WEeTC actually engaged the struggle, remarked earlıer
WEEIC tor the most part the POOT and those along the cCoas 'There WEeEeTC not
INa y of the Westernized elite of cıtıes who took part the physıcal
OCcCcupatıon of the schools Under what aspect dıd thıs 1CW the
struggle” We WOU. SaYy that for themreligious belonging defined theır
ıdentity22 Theretore the struggle Was part of theıir relig10us commıttmen

So here there Was an of non-vıolence which unfortunately
there Was conceptual PTOCCSS of argumentatıon hıch Was not effectively
communıcated to those who actually took part the struggle If the mot1-
vatıon of the struggle Was better communiıcated elıeve that the
WEATINESS LO hıch refer the ext ection WONU. not ave been
experienced easıly Perhaps INOTC viable solution regard to the
schools which the hierarchy wıshed to retaın could ave been obtained
Nevertheless there Was SOTINE cCommMmunıcatıon tar these latter 11
terms of their relıg10us belonging obeyed the hierarchy their spirıtual
leaders In other words there Was cCommunıcatıon between the L[WO STOUPS
19 OUTART C1L 388—390 who po1nts out the facts that the prıests
have ıdeology of Westernized elıte notwıthstandiıng the tact that they dıd not for
the most part orıgınate from this sector of sOCIeLYy an that they would consıder
the socjal system CAPICSSION of the 111 of God The applıcation of this to
school] IN1INC

NANAYAKKARA Results of U  Y from the bishop of Kandy IO h1s prIeSsts,
Aug. 1971 (gestatenered). From thıs SUTVECY ıt AapPPCAars that priests speak of

Justice ı VCLY general terms wiıthout considering ıt relation to concrete sıtu-
atıons.
21 WALGRAVE, Unfolding Revelatıon: The nature of doctrinal development.
London, 1972, 353—358

‚ HOUTART, CIEs 333
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(leadershıp and particıpants) in terms of practıical actıon (obedience),
though not sufficiently at the level of understandıng the pomint of the
struggle.

We elieve that if the pomint of the struggle Was effectively communı-
cated o the partıcıpants, then they themselves would ave poıinted out
SOTINC of the deficiencies in the exercıse of the right of retaınıng control
of the schools and thus the struggle WOU. ave been conducted 1n terms
of LLOTC COININON basıs between protagonists and Opponents.

The result achıeved.
Immediate Kesult
We ave already poıinted out that there Was physıca. occupatıon of the

schools during which the government adopted „waıt and see polıcy,
whıiıle of COUITISC at the SAa1IllCc tıime perleyıng with the hierarchy. Since the
struggle Was draggıng without outright conifrontation, the OCCU-

pants seemed to ary At thıs jJuncture, Cardinal GRACIAS, Archbishop
of Bombay (Indıa offered to mediıate. After holding urther talks wıth the
government, he dvised that the OcCcupatıon be called off. In their sStTate-
ment accepting thıs dec1s1o0n, the hierarchy of Geylon wrote:

It 15 because of the tfaıth that His Emminence the Cardinal TAClas an the
Bıshops have deciıded tOo place in the government that they ATC appealıng to the
Faithful to wıthdraw theır „Occupatıon” ın order to enable the schools to func-
tiıon 1ın normal manner*®?.

The government 15 also suppose to ave gıven the 1erarchy the Uur-
ANCEC that the NCW laws would be applıed 1n such WaY to leave the
Catholic schools tor practıcal under Catholic management“4,

Vıewiıng thıs result, prescindıng from the actual CONSCQUCNCES resultiıng
from the implementation of the agreement, OIlC Ca SaYy that ıt Wa

„COmprom1se ” solution in whiıch the Catholics sacrıtied most of theır
schools 1ın order LO fit ınto the general pattern of education 1ın the COUNITY.

'The human rıght to maıntaın the denomiınational schools such Was
exercıised by the hiıerarchy, who ın erms of the PrOoVI1S10NS of the Bill
decıded to keep total of 49 Catholic schools A prıvate non-fee-levyıng
schools. As the VCIYy term implıes, the hıerarchy had to find the Maı1ın-
tenance costs of these schools (approximately 1,696,000 pCI annum). But
thıs decision Was taken accordıng TOo the report drawn tor the intor-
matıon of the Second Vatican Councıl to defend at least ın princıple the
Church‘s rıght to TU chools of her OW: to ave the possibility of —

startıng to build Catholic schools and to avert the greater danger to
the Faıth of Catholic children 8 the rıght WEIC lost entirely?25,
2 Statement by hıerarchy dated Jan 1961, 1ın Messenger of 1 Jan 1961

LAWRENZE, Work anı workings of the Archdiocese of Golombo ın Geylon:
Golombo, 1970, 460

HOuTART, cıt., 295—9296
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One CA)  - sayl then that the rıght Was defended at least in princıple. But
in practice, ıt became almost impossible LO exercise the rıg in the IManNn-
117 in which it Was orıgınally defended.

But elieve that the seemıingly negatıve result of the struggle must
nOt be attrıbuted tO the tact that non-vıolence Was sed. Rather, ıt 15 OUT

oOp1nNı0N, that the result Was because CONCEPL of human r1g. WAas defen-
ded Was hıch not sufficiently understood in terms of the exıstentıial 1C4-

lıty Ihe UuSsS«cC of non-vıolence helped to achıeve the long-term benefits,
which set Out 1n the ext paragraph. 4O OUT WaYy of thinkıng, 1t
would be ıimpossible to imagıne that these long-term benefits would ave
been chıeved 1f SOINC torm of violence had been sed in the struggle wıth
results hıch WEeTIrIcC 1L1LOTIC posıtıve 1in terms of the rıg defended

Long term results:
Ihe struggle had Nanı y advantages 1n the long term from the pomint of

V1IEW of the INAaNnNeETr 1n which Catholics m1nor1ty exercıised theır rıghts.
An example of this would be the question of the government in 966
wıshing LO substitute the weekly Sunday holıday by the Poya day (a day
which uddhists WEeTITC tOo keep holy The Catholics made g1ea 1ssue
of this an permitted the ange wıthout Aalıy struggle26,

Jhe schools‘ struggle also marked important sStep 1n the PTOCCSS of
„cultural decolonızation“. As 15 ell known, 1n colonıes those woh identi-
tied with the colonızers had better opportunıitıies tO cC11m the soc1a|l ladder
In Geylon, Catholicism had been brought Dy colonızers into predomı1-
nantly1 COUNLIY and thıs Was considered imposition by the
uddhists has already been poınted OQOut that the opposıtıon tOo the
schools W as 1ın terms of „priviılege”, 'This Ca  - also be looked Aas step
ın the reaction agaınst the colonızers themselves, who WeTITC looked upon
AS extending themselves hrough the school system. Kor ere LOO, it Was

minorıity (who had been brought in and 1n the latter stages of
British rule trusted and gıven responsibilıty DYy the British) eN]oyıng
position of priviılege denied to the maJorıty who professed the pre-colonıal
relıgıon of Buddhism

But NC the opposıtıon efused LO concede the rıght to schools 1n the
INanner 1n hıch ıt had been asked tor hat 15 1n refusing the Catholic
00 system LO continue before they felt that they had asserted
themselves sufficiently. Hence from thıs pomt O: tind 1LOTC reli-
Z10US 1SSUEes such being made „polıtical” 1SSUes. For example, when 1D

durıng demonstratıon 1ın connection wiıth the usS«ec of {[wO
anguages in Geylon, Buddhıist monk W as killed by the police. No ON
used the OCccasıon to make ıt 1Ssue. 'IThe SaImnec ist true of the evenits of
the INSUrgENCY of 1971

OoOWeVver after few there W as return fo the Sunday holiday for CCO-

nOm1C rather than political 1C45S0O115S,
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There ave also been Man y subsequent advantages Christians NO  <
have deeper respect ftor non-Christian relıg10ns Children TECCIVEC A
better national Relig10us who tended to be tıed down to the schools
have 110 greater mobilıty and {lexıibilıty LO work INOTC pastoral
manner*‘

Conclusıon

Havıng analyse the schools struggle, how Can ANSWET the question
hıch ave pOose: ourselves: Are NON--violent themselves capable
of effectively defending and promoting the rıghts of PCTISONS and COIN-
munıities”?

In the tirst place would SaYy that the protagonısts sStar Out from
dıvergent viewpolnt about the notıon of the human right hıch Was the
basıs of the struggle But the PTFOCCSS of the struggle, almost
conscio0usly, the V1eWPO1NEIS WEeIC purıfied and there arrıyed COIMPTOMIS
solution, hıch COUuU. be consıdered defence of the rıg princıiple
but defence hıch Was not practiıvally viable However the benefit of
NOn violence being used sccn the long term results

In the long term, the PTOCC5SS of puriıfication continued and Catholics
while defending the longer detended the hich
1{ W3as exercised On the ONC hand Catholics have SCCH that theır rıght
has to be integrated wıth the rights of others On the other hand the
opponents ave lesser difficulty wıth consıdering the Catholics t00O natıo-
nalısts“. Religion longer polıtical Human rıghts, therefore,
Ca  $ be viewed wıth fewer emotional Oovertones and they Ca  - be exercised
wiıth INOTC attention to the rıghts of others.

Though it ı speculatıon, it would SCCIMN to that had the school struggle
been conducted ıth violence, there would ave been hat HELDER
(AMARA C „Shiral of w»ıuolence these long term effects would
nOot ave been achieved?s

'TIhe COMPTOMISC solution hıch Was chieved the present instance
elieve to be partıcularly significant 1 Geylon. .a Geylon the Aalld-

ySI1S of the suıcıde rates 15 sa1d to conform 1NOTEC fully to DURKHEIM:‘
„CZ0ISLLC” model rather than LO the „altrurstic“?, Hence the solution
that Was fact achıeved each sıde at least SCIIN COu. ave the feelıing
of havıng obtiaıne something of theır demand the Catholics retal-
NINS few schools and the Oopposıt10N havıng oisted the Catholics
„SOC1alıstıc solution of conducting these schools 4A5 prıvafte and non-fee-
Jevying
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