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An even splendid AS the discovery of the New World SOIl became
nıghtmare otf inhumanıty. Ihe exploıitatiıon of Indıan labor exacted

such high prıce in Indian lives that fears whether the Indıan HG
would SUCrVIVe WEeEeTC real. Ihe 119  - who set 1ın motion the wheels of the
struggle for Indıan reedom Was the Dominican ÄNTON MONTESINOS.
In 1511 he delıvered SCTINOIN whıich angered the Spanısh CONQUCTOTS
an had repercuss10ns 1n paın „Lell IN what rıght have yOou LO enslave
those who lıyved at theır OW.: terrıtorıies, kılling them cruelly
wıth methods before heard of? How Ca  - you OPDPTICSS them and
not dIicCc to feed WL them, how Ca  - you work them to ea to
satıs1y yOUr greed” And why don't you ook after theır spirıtual health

hat they should (0)]0991> to know God, that they should be baptızed,
and that they cshould ear Mass and keep the holy days? Aren ' t they
human beings” Have they rational soul1?“ hıs SCTINON W as tollowed
by protesits and threats to send the friıars back to Spain. Ihe 1sSsue Was

referred to Spaın and December ZT, 1542 the tirst code of Indian
legıslatıon, the laws of Burgos, Was promulgated, which WEIC tOo deter-
mıne Indıan policy tor the ext thırty years”.

ndians WEeETIC to be ettled 1n villages NCAar the homes of their lords in
uts Whıle the laws insısted the pTOPpCTI rel1g10us instruction and
orbade the usSsc of Indians carrıers, they stipulated that the ndıans
WEeIC obliged LO mıne gold for months yYCar an then rest for days
Ihe Indians WEeEIC permitted LO perform theıir ceremon1ı1a|l dances
Sundays and feast days JIhey WEeTC LO be properly fed and lothed and
the SO115 of Cac1ques WEeTIC to be educated by the Francıscans. Women who
WEeEeTITC INOTC than four months pregnan' WeTITC not to work 1n the mınes.
In 1513 these laws WEeTITC amended whereby Indian children WEIC to be
llowed to learn trades. Most ımportantly, ndıans WETC obliged to gıve
nıne months ervice to their Spanısh masters During the remaınıng
months, they COU. work theır O W: farms. 'To be SUTC, these laws
contaıned the seeds of exploıitatiıon and the assumption of Indıan 1n  e
riorty. Yet, ıts PUTrDOSC Was LO profect the Indıan, convert hım to Chri-
stianıty and to assımilate him to Spanısh WaYyS.

hıs then Was the context 1n which BARTOLOME LAS (CASAS
(1474—15  ) Was catapulted onto the stage of hıstory maJ]or ACTIOr.
Confessing that he, LOO, owned Indians and Was interested only 1n profit,
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he SICW increasıngly self-critical and became Lırmly convinced that not
only were Spanısh polıcıes inhumane but that he must preach agaınst
them (Clonversion 15 not CasSy to explaın rationally. Blınded Dy the AaVa-

r1CEe ot the day, he WAas put the oad to self-awareness by the tea-
chings of the Dominiıcans, the scrıptures, and, most of all, by the sutfe-
rings of the ndıans Ihe moment of truth ame 1n 514 when he read
Ecclesijasticus: „He that sacrıtıceth of thıing wrongfully gotten, hıs
offering 1S ridiculous: an the gifts of unjust 19919  =) ATC not accepted.”
T hıs self-awareness brought tor hım reedom an commıtment to
defend the values hıch he thought represented the truth

Returning to paın, he managed to Convınce the royal officials of
the UrSCNCY of the Indıan problem. Tree Jeronymıiıte friars WEIC sent
1n 517 to conduct official INQUITYy into the treatment of the ndians
anı: LO discover whether there WeI«C ndıans who could live by them-
selves?. TIhe results of the Nquiry dıd INOTC arm than good Kor ıts
conclusıons would clearly Justify the continued enslavement of ndians
I he evıdence Was also contradictory. Some sa1d that the ndıans WEIC

steeped 1ın V1Cce and would only work tor arge rewards. Others claimed
that they could not us«ec reedom because they had desire for wealth
an hereby would nOot work. 'Ihe general conclusıon Was that reedom
WOU the ndıans to lapse ınto drunkenness anı iıdleness. For
theır part, the colonısts dıd not understand that the ndıans had cul-
tiure of theır OW.: and that the revolts and alleged idleness took place
because they WEeTIC deprived of all those thıngs that human being held
dear famıly, home, relıg10n, an language. For the colonists, to be
ciıviılized W as LO be Spanısh

LAS (JASAS Was expectedly indıgnant. He accused the friars of
takıng sıdes wıth the coloniısts and VCIl eveled charges of bıas agaınst
the jJudges O CSCADC arrest he had to return to Spaın where he WO  =

favor of the advisers of ((HARLES In 1519, through the efforts of
LAS CASAS, Judge RODRIGO FIGUEROA Was sent to make urther
INquLr1ES an W as instructed to gran' the ndıans their reedom. Ihree
vıllages of free ndıans WeIC set food and tools WEIC provıded, and

prıest an admıiınıstrator WEeETIC assıgned to each village to instruct
and educate the ndıans gaın the conclusıon W as that the ndıans
WEIC 1INOTC interested 1n eatıng than 1n working. final experıment W as

tried 1n Cuba 1ın 526 All ndıans without encomenderos weTC treed
an! twelve Indıan children WEeEeIC LO be sent to Spain to be educated.
Was expected that they would reiurn LO work ON theır OW: people
This, LOO, taıiled. 'The incompetence of the royal officials an Indıan
upriısıng 1n 15928 WEIC clearly actors that contributed to the aıiılure of
this experıment. But, INOTC iundamentally, why cshould the Indians want
to lıye ıke Spanıards? A{fter all; they had experienced only cruelty and
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hardshıp from them. In the Cuban experıment, FRANCISCO (G(GUERRERO,
who Wäas put 1n charge of indoctrinating the Indians, se1zed the witfe of

Indıan an rdered SOINC ndians to hbe his servants. And thıs Was
not unusual. At Aanıy rate, the conclusıon of Spaniards at the aılure of
these experıments W as that the ndıans WETIC interior to Spaniards and
justified the perpetuatıon of the master-slave system.

Notwithstanding thıs setback, LAS CASAS turned his attention to
colonızatıon solutıion LO the Indıan problem his Was not 11C
COLUMBUS had recommended 1n 1493 that armers be sent LO Kspanola.
Kor the first coloniızers WEeTC ex-convıcts and soldiers who WEIC not
lıkely LO be the most dısposed to humanıitarıan polıcıes. The objective
of the colonızatıon by armers Was to CADOSC the ndıans LO peaceful
Spanısh armers who WOUu conce1vably make conversıion to Christianity
and the acceptance of Spanish WaYy of ıfe 1INOTC attractıve. his plan
receı1ved upport from the Dominican super10r, PEDRO CORDOBA,
who contided LO 1L,AS (CASAS about the contradıctions between the C“
tul actıvıties of the m1ss10NaAarıes and the rapacıty of the encomenderos
which Was indeed the realıty of the ndians He Aas LAS CASAS {tOo
plea wiıth the kıng to g1ve them and ın Northern Venezuela where they
COU. create truly peaceful communıiıty, 1in which all laymen WOU be
denied ENIY. LAS CASAS Was successtul 1N obtaınıng permi1ssıon tor hıs
O W plan Kvery farmer who undertook the Journey to Espanola Was
offered free pasSSasSc, food for YCATr, land, tools, and tree medicıne.
Also, all profits from theır an WEIC to become hereditary. 1he iıdea
W as to establısh 1n SUINC WaYyS 11C  D focus of relatıonsh1ip between
ndıians and Spaniards. Henceforth, work WOUuU not be degrading an
somethıng to LU  - AWAaY irom, but something creatıve, where ndıans and
Spanlards, working together 1n the tields and harıng responsıbilıties,
would produce INOTC meanıngful, Christian society.

Such audable scheme Was spoilt from the vVerYy beginnıng when
LAS CASAS suggested that each Spanısh resident be 1lowed fo import

dozen 5 slaves. 4Ö prevent the genocıde of the Indian FaCcCl,
LAS (JASAS telt that NCSTOCS would be better able to wıthstand work
1n the mınes. For thıs 1AS (JASAS has been eriticızed the O!  D who
introduced $ Javery 1n the New World+%. 15 truly ditficult to
overlo the 1TONY of thiıs suggestion comıng from the Apostle of
But it must be made clear that S: lavery did NOot orıginate in the
New OTr There WEeEeTC E slaves 1n Spaın an ortuga and, for
that matter, iın the New World before LAS (CASAS recommended thıs
polıcy So, a  oug: LAs (JASAS must ave drawn ON experıence of STO
lavery iın Spaın and 1n the New Or he did not oresee the horrors
of B Javery the usSa plantatıons. W hen he realızed ıts cruelty,
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he Was genuıne 1n hıs SOI1TO W „-his advıce LO OW STO slaves to be
brought LO these an W as gıven Dy the clerıc, Las C.asas; wıthout CONS1-
dering the in]justice wıth which the Portuguese take them and make
them slaves. Aiter realızıng the truth about this, he WOU. not ave
g1ven thıs advıce for anythıng 1n the WOTr Kor he always held that
they had been made slaves un]ustly an tyrannıcally, just the ndians.“

LAS (JASAS AanN! UIS BERRIO then egan LO recruıt volunteers for
the New World Recruitment Was not Ca5SY. Some feudal or ordered
them LO leave theır tOWwns because the plan threatened theır hold ver
theıir peasants. tew secretly sıgned IThe motivatıon of these InNnenNn
attests LO the persistence of the feudal system 1n Spaın an ıts Oppressive
nature: 99  IT 1ONC of us wants LO SO to the Indies for want of
here, for each of has hundred thousand maravedis of and and
MOTC, but AT going to leave OUr Len 1n tree and under
roya Jurisdiction.” Only handtul WEIC recruited. In addıtıon, dissen-
s10N between LAS (JASAS and BERRIO, causıng L,AS (CASAS to
drop the projJect. Berr10 seft off alone and recruıited SUI1LC 207 vagabonds
who set saıl 1n 520 W hen they eached Santo Domingo, they all tell
ıll, INanıy of whom died hus the tirst attempt endet 1in Irustration but
LAS (ASAS remaıned convınced that colonization could work for he felt
that the COMMNINON people WeIr«C ready to emi1grate. 10 assıst hım 1n the
peacefu colonization, he propose to CHSASC fifty Spanıards who would
a 1Cc IMCSSASC of d to the ndians anı protect them from
other Spanıards. As incentive to the kıng, he itered LO g1ve trıbute
of ducats after three of its settlement an that thıs trıbute
WOU. increase gradually. Ihe plan received only Ilukewarm SUupport
when ıt W as presented LO the Councıl ot the Indıes Undaunted, he took
his plan LO the kıng preachers, who WEIC convınced of the need to
redress the WTONSS done to the ndians and tormed lobby of their
OW.: KEveryday they met to discuss Indian affairs an effectively argued tor
LD ıumane policıes. Despite grea opposıtıon, the kıng granted U
val to the colonızatıon plan of LAS (JASAS May : 1520 In addıtion,
the king SAaVC LAS (JASAS etters to all the notables In the New World,
recommendıing theır assıstance 1n the projJect. When LAS (JASAS and
his armers arrıyved 1ın Puerto R1CO, they earned to theır amazement
that condıtions in the proposed colonizıng sıte of Northern Venezuela
WeTE critical. TIhe ndians who resided there WEeTC apparently disturbed
by the rapacıty of the Spanıards 1ın the island of Cubagua and, 1n theır
N$g'  ’ destroyed the Dominıcan monastery, kıllıng the friars 1n the
PTOCCSS. LAS (JASAS eft his settlers ın Puerto Rıco an went to Espanola,
hoping to persuade the Spaniards from undertaking campaıgn of
reprısal. Forced to COMpTrom1Sse, he agreed to OoOW the Spanlards to
trade wiıth the ndians an tOo make WAarTr agaınst those Indians whom
LAs CASAS had certitfied WEeTIC cannıbals. Ihe Spanıards WEeTIC clearly
not interested 1n contributing to the SUCCESS of the colonızatıion. They
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WeTrTCc LNLOTC concerned about ensurıng constant supply of Indian slaves
an preserving CCc”cSS to the pear. fıshery at Cubagua. Worse followed.
On returnıng to Puerto Rıco, LAS (CASAS tound that the settlers he had
brought from Spaın had enlisted wıth certaın pırates who attacked and
pillaged Indıan vıllages. ET 15 the tendency NS I1  —$ of hıgh
ideals LO EXPECL others to be capable of csımılar ideals and sacrıtice.
Hıs hopes almost shattered, he continue LO the settlement wıth few
PCTISONJNS he had hired Wıth the assıstance of the Francıscans iın Cumana,
he egan hıs SMa settlement. But the idea  _ of peacefully colonizıng the
ndians could not succeed long the elements of hostile perspective
WEeEeTIC close. The Spanıards at Cubagua enticed the ndıans wıth W1NE LO
capture them LAS (JASAS protested fur10usly LO the authorities 1n Cuba-
SUad, but to effect. Wıth SOINC hesıtation, he eit for spanola to
delıver his protests agaınst the Cubaguans. In the meantıme, the ndıans,
who had not yetL had tıme to understand the motıves of the settlement,
attacked the settlement, kıllıng the Francıscans?®.

Utterly demoralized his hıgh hopes tfor the colonızation WEeIC NO

dashed, LAS (CASAS wıth obvıous note of resiıgnatıon analyzed hıs
eftforts 1n thıs WaYyY „Perhaps hıs < merıts did not warrant hıs invol-
vement leader of the struggle tor the ndians. Perhaps the ndians AdIC

by the profound Jjudgment of (G0d ordaıned o be destroyed other
Perhaps the Spanıards \ not be saved from their wickedness

commıtted agaınst these peoples Aan!: 111 fall.“ In hıs despair, he W as

received 1ın the Dominican convent of Esp  la Aan: became Dominıcan
frıar. kor e1g. d he remaıned 1n seclusion 1n the Convent rethinking
hıs 1deas, wrıting, An generally harnessiıng hıs spırıtual energl1es. Much
had taken place 1n those d Mexico, Peru, an Nicaragua WCIC

conquered an the ndians continued to be treated ike slaves. Indeed,
the INOTEC promı1sıng eCOoNOMI1C prospects of these reg10Ns made the plıight
of the ndıans kor it Was otten irue that the greater the demand
tor cheap OTr 1in the New World, the less humane WEIC the Spanıiards.
In 530 LAS (JASAS set out for Mexıi1co, Guatemala and Nicaragua, CT1-
t1C1ZINg the authorities whenever he tound the Indians un]ustly treated.
He composed treatıse entıitled, De UNICO vocatıionıs modo, in which he
eclare': that ıt W as immoral to WaSC WAar agaınst the ndians because
they WEeEeTIC ntıidels and that the only WaYy to WI1IN the ndians to Christia-
nıty W as by peaceful Implicitly crıitical of INnass convers1ons, he
telt that understandıng the faıth Was vıtally ımportant to CONVers1io0n. He
contended that the methods used Dy the early apostles WEeTC d an
love an: the essential spırıt of the teachings of Jesus Was ere-
fore War W as the negatıon of Christianıity. :EO be SUTC, the colonists ACCU-
sed him of being unrealıstic and urge hım to U hıs method LAS (JASAS
then ecıded LO test hiıs thesis iın province iın Guatemala called 1 uzulut-
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lan. which Spanlards had called the Land of War, OWINg tO the ıntrac-

table nature the Indians an the difficulties of the terraın®. GFE
Wa influential Ssupport tor 15 project On May Z 1537, the (30vernor

ndıans under encomendero iı{ LAS (ASASagreed not to place the
an hıs monks could W1N VeCr them to the Crown Dy peaceful No

Spaniard eXcept the (sSove1101 W as tO be allowed ın that terrıfory for
hen issued brieft LO the effect that those whofive Pope AUL {11

enslaved ndıans and deprived them of theır gyoods would be EXCOMINU-

nicated. Encouraged by these gestures of good will, LAS (JASAS put
hıs plan iınto operatıon. Translatıng the ma]jor doctrines of the Church
ınto the Indian language and setting ıt LO MUSIC, he recruited Four Indıan
merchants who often traded wıth the hostile ndıans They earned the

SoON$S by heart and then went alone tO meet the Indıan chief, ing1ıng the
eCIS5C5 tor eight nıghts. The ndıans desired LO know INOTC 'The merchants
replied that only the friars could iınstruct them, describing the frıars
TE  H who had desıre tor gold but praised God nıght and

day Ihe chief sent hıs rother visıt these frıars an LO invıte them
back O theır vıllage Ihe mi1ssıon Was VeIrIYy SUCCCS5S5tul both the chief
Aan! his rother WwWeTIC converted to Christianıty. church W as built an
the chief himself egan to instruct h1s subjects in the Christian faıth
B (JASAS then went into the Land of War an observed the SUCCCS5S

of h1s plan kven the most convinced of I  - eed SOMC SUCCCE5S5S {to NOU-

rıish theır opes, LO Support theır V1I1CW that there 15 meanıng and
ın hıstory. W ıth hıs morale boosted, he organızed a Christian settlement
of fıve hundred inhabıtants out of the isolated ZTOUDPS of Indıan famılıes.
The ndians WwWeI«cC reluctant to leave the places they WEeTIC born. But

LAS (JASAS ftelt that the idea  e of communıty W as ımportant to rel1g10us
Aan! political ıte He added that 1n such communıty perfect reedom
W as In 1539 LAs (JASAS went to paın to recruıt prıests for
the diocese of Guatemala. The kıng W as high 1ın hıs praıise of thıs settle-
ment which Was renamed the Land of 'Irue Peace.

Whiıile 1n paın, LAS (JASAS wrote memorı1a. at the behest of
Councıl which W as to meet 1n 15492 In ıt he sa1d that the essential bru-
talızatıon of the ndians lay 1n the system whereby the ndıans had
four masters, namely, the kıng, theır chiefs, the encomenderos, and
theırr each of whom: exacted hıs pound of flesh from the ndıans
LAS (ASAS Was not the only concerned ecclesiastıc at the court of the
CEIMNPCTOT. Ihe Francıscan, JACOBO '] ASTERA, and the Dominicans,
JUAN [ORRES and PEDRO ÄNGULO, WEeIC also pleadıng for the
ndıans On Nov. 20, 1542, ('HARLES issued the New Aaws which
WEeEeIC definıtely 1n favor of the ndıans Accordıing to these laws, all
ndians wWeTC free pCTSONS and subjects of the Cirown. Any excessive
hardshıp agaınst them W as {tO be punished. ndıans WeIC not LO be C115-
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laved and arge encomıendas were to be reduced ın S17€€ Encomenderos
who mistreated their ndians WeTEC fo gıve their encomıendas. No
Viceroy, CETNOT, audiencıa, discoverer other CrSoN had the
to gran Indians In encomıenda. On the ea of the encomendero the
and Was to revert to the Crown. Al ndıans held by royal otiticials and
the clergy WETC o be handed Ver CO the Crown immediately.This Was undoubtedly ONC of the happiest moments of his ıte To
add to hI1s glory, he was appoınted bıshop of Cuzco which he declined.
However, he accepted the office of bishop of Chiapa which ncluded
jurisdiction MC the Land of Irue Peace and returned to the New World
1n 1544 model of sımplicıty 1ın his 1L1CW office, his glory W as brief
Assaijled by the colonists tor his pro-Indıan Jeanıngs, he W as torced to
eXcommunıcate several and incurred their hostility fo such degree that
he had to tlee to Nicaragua.

Ihe opposıtion LO the New Aaws W as greA that delegation Was
sent LO Spaın LO UTSC ıts suspens10n. They argued that ıt W as the colo-
nısts who WEeETC the backbone of the New World ven the Dominicans
supported the stand of the colonists, thereby accepting the encomıenda

the an of Christianizing the ndians. The Franciscans assured the
kıng that everythıng Was being done for the Indians an that unduearm Was done to them The result Was that artıcle 35 which „abolıshedthe encomıenda upoNn the death of its holder“ Was repealed. The truth
Was that both the colonists and ecclesiastics had LO00 grea vested interest
In the perpetuatıon of the status UUO The disestablishment of the —
comıenda WOUu have undermined the privileged posıtıon of both STOUDS.'Ihe SUCCESS of the colonists dıid not put end to their erıiticısm of
LAS (IASAS. Ihey called him deviıl an antı-Christ. When he approachedMexico City to attend synod meeting, the authorities asked hım to
delay his visıt because of the bıtter resentment of the colonists. Thedeclarations of that Syno showed that, if the repeal of iımportant sectionsof the New aws had disappointed hım, he had certaınly not submittedıIn hıs struggle tor the ndians. affırmed that Indians had just dominion
Over their POSSESS1ONS, that the SUPTEME Jurisdiction ıIn the Indies Wasgıven by the POPpC tOo the kıng of Spain for the conversion of the Indians,not for the profit of Spain, that therefore the PODC did not intend thatthe lords of the ndıans be deprived of their posıtions, an that the kıngof Spaın had LO provıde the tor the Conversion of the ndians.When this synod Was OVECT, he summoned another meeting which adopted

INOTE adıcal proposa condemning Indian slavery an callıng thecolonists to lıberate their ndians. LAs (JASAS returned to Spaın 1ın
547 Frustration continued to attend hım Some Indians had attacked hıs
mı1ıssıon at the Land of Irue Peace, burned the homes, an killed thırtyof the friars. 'IThere ATC tımes when it that the INa  ®} who seeks LObring harmony to the realıty of suffering WOT. sımply tilts at wıind-
mı1 What Ca  } explain the resilience of LAS (CASAS 1ın the face of
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such disappointment” Insight info the basıc goodness of INa  } and true
natfure of Chrıistianıty accompanıed at the SAaInc tiıme by 1111 actıon
When I1a reaches such stage, there integration of thought and
actıon hıs self WAaren«cs implıes untırıng commıtment to truth FKor
such 111a  - there shadıng of iıdeals disıllusıonment etting

the struggle for Justice
Returning tO Spain aft the ASC of 73 LAS (JASAS Was to find est

[ hıs {1me h1s opponen WAasS the earned an scholarly, Dr JUAN (GINES
SEPULVEDA professor at the Universıity of Salamanca and hıstor10-

grapher to ((HARLES who had wrıtten reatise called Democrates
secundus which he saıd that both the POPC and the king of Spaın had
the right LO subdue the ndıans by WAar The Councıl of the Indies and
the unıversıties of Salamanca and Alcala voted agaınst 1fts publıcatıon
Turning to OoOme SEPULVEDA Was abhle to get SUMMALY of hıs work
publiıshed Rome 1550 Ihe thesıs of thıs book excıited the coloniısts
and Was the center of grea CONLroversy eplyıng to the seemıngly
current European erıticısm of the Spanısh CONqueS and treatment of the
Indıans, SEPULVEDA argued that the POPC had spirıtual and temporal

VCT the world that i1NCN who WEIC should be recalled
LO the truth whether they liked 1{ not anı that INOTC COU. be OMMM-

plished month of CONques than hundred d of preaching
Thıs book Was prohibited Spain but the demand for 1t SITCW, especlally
NS the coloniısts As the controversy raged ((HARLES convoked
COTNINISSION of earned inen at Valladolid 550 to ear the of
SEPULVEDA and LAS (ASAS the CONqueSs of the Indıes SEPULVEDA
held that the CONqueSs Was valıd because of the 1115 of the ndıians,
their barbarıc nature, the priıorıity of subdulng them before preaching
the gospel an to protect the weaker ndians How Ca  - ONC explaın thıs
justification of the inferlority of a Dy outstandıng philosopher”
Rationaliısm iıtself elated {O socıal ontext mode, not
en! and often responds to soc1ı1al, artıculating the prejudices of

For three days LAS CASAS, 110 his seventy sıxth YCAaT,
read from hıs work the Hiıstoria apologetica, passıonately reıteratıng
hıs that the Indıan W as ciıvılızed human being, that the Spanıiards
had to take AaWAY theır lands, and that Christianity could only
be preache by peaceful Hıs conclusion Was tour de force 'Ihe
earned SEPULVEDA, he saıd. really placed the rıghts of Spaniards
theır superilority AaTINS which Was sımply Ltyranny. 'The principal
responsI1biılıty Was to spread the faıth, not to Saln riches.

Such debate COU not be conclusıve. SEPULVEDA became ero of
the colonists but hıs books WEeIC not publıshed The publication the
other hand of the works of LAS (ASAS WAasSs VICLOTY of sorts tor uma-
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nıty. For ıt suggests support for the notion that ndians had rıght to
human dignity, that all the peoples of the world WEeTIC human beings,
that natıon exıisted which COU. not be converted LO humane institu-
tions. LAS (ASAS retired LO the Dominican convent AT Vallodolid,
where he worked hıs monumental work, the Hiıstory of the Indies.

He continued to be actıve. When PHILLIP I1 became kıng 1n 1555
an there Was the prospect that the encomiıjenda would be restored to the
coloniısts 1n perpetulty, LAS (CASAS agaın resumed the struggle, causıng
the plan to be abandoned He corresponded wıth hıs riends In the New
World frequently, solicıting intormation an g1Vving advıce. In 1564, at
the ASC of 03, he wrote memor1al eru ın which he eriticize the
heavy exaction of trıbute from the ndıans IC eprıve the ndıans
of their x00dS and reedom. 1 wo d later, 1n o request by
the Dominicans of Guatemala, he eft his monastery an went tOo Madrıd
to plea wiıth SUCCECSS for the restoratiıon of the audıencıia 1n Guatemala.
Whiıle ıIn Madrıid., he tell 111 and died 1n July, 1566, Lighting to the V
en for au that occupıed the maJjor portion of h1s ıfe Iranstormed
Dy hıs A4aWAaTECNCSS of man’s inhumanıty LO INa  - an convinced of h1s mM1S-
S10N, he commuiıtted hıs ıfe totally to establishing New World of love
an CaCcC.
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