
SOME MISSION PRIORTTIES 1J1HAL DETERMINE AND DEMAND
NE  = PAY MINISTERS

Dy Emmanuel

the eve of the unıversal church post- Vatıcan theology has opened
fresh an hopeful WaYyS owards recognısıng the SeErVICES of lay charısms

under 11C CONCept of minıstry and 1in LICW miıiniısterial structure.
ere sımultaneously, AL the eve of the mı1ıssıon churches, another
strong and ımportant 1C450N for the recognıtıon of the SAaINCc. 15 the
lıst of miınisterıial priorities in the m1ıssıon churches.

If ATC not LO repeat the mistake made In the first peri0d of V all-

gelizatıon, when miınısters suıted for ONMN!  (D COUNIFY and culture WEeEeTIC

iımposed another Country with different culture an hence with
different set of needs, then study of the condıtions and demands of the
present m1sSsS10Ns by lıstıng theır priorities AdDPPCAaIS to vVeIYyY important
and decisıve tactor 1in the matter of 11C mınıstrıies.

Not VCMN the best kınd of irees 111 SIOW ell in all Lypes of so1l
Nor 111 VCIl the best so11 nurture equally ell all Lypes of Lrees. 'IThe
nature both of the trees an of the so1l1 must be studied, tor the suıtabılıty
of OM  (D tor the other, before the trees dIiIC planted the so11 selected.
hıs 15 true not only of trees and so1l, but hosıtıs ponendi1s, of miınıstrıes
and churches LOO 'The biıblical an the theologica renewals about M1N1-
strıes by themselves 111 nOot tell who 15 the best miıniıster for place.
The sStrong an positıve arguments TOom eology cannot SSUTEC to the
mınıstrıes an to the mınısters unconditional SUCCCSS5 ın all the m1ssıon
churches. IThe ecclesial AaN socıal condıtions of the MLSSLON churches V
determıine an demand theır O72 partıcular forms of mınısters an also
the stiructure NECESSAT'Y fO accommMoadate t+hese mınısters. The hartıcular
condıtions prevaılıng ın the churches [l hecı] y ın greater detail
the form zwhich the maınısters have IO take ın these We 111 not
descend —  nto the VErYy partıcular etiaıle: condıtions*, but 111
liımit ourselves to outlinıng the 19910)8-> COININON and general mı1ıssıon
priorities that weight 1n almost all the missıon churches.

PRIMARY EVANG  ATION OCA LA  F

Although the first phase of M1SS10NAary extension which operated
paralellel LO the colonıal CONquests of Asıa an Africa, has ended, an the

churches iın these an have attaiıned degree of stabilıty, yet
prımary evangelızatıon remaıns number ON priority for these churches.
'The stabılıty of these churches in WAaYy dimiıinıshes their M1SS10NArYy

The natiofial an the diıocesan pastoral councıls sef the inıtiatıves of
Vatican 8 would do ell to lıst the pastoral priorıities otf the regı1on an indicate
suitable changes ın pastoral emphasıis, mınıster1al re-shulfling, miniısterial for-
matıon an miniıster1ial lifestyles.
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character‘, NOT puts en! to the permanent M1SS10Nary dynamısm
belongıng LO the CesSsCNCE of the hurch? an hence tOo V  y peri10d otf
the church4 On the Contrary ıt 15 especlally ın these churches that the
dominical command to evangelıse, ‚Go into the WOT. and preach the
gospel tOo the ole creatıon: (Mk should find greater uUursSCNCY.
T’hese churches A4TE called he MLSSLONATY not only DYy theiır InNNET nature
but also Dy the surroundıng sıtuatıon 07 DAast numbers zwho have yel IO
hear the gospel MESSAYE?., 1he m1ssıon churches have oday, for thıs
TrCaSON, hıtherto unknown chance tor evangelızatıon®. Hence the
eed tor 0CCa mi1ssıi0onarıles pıoneers who 111 the gospel at
the frontier?7 and to the non-christians lıving ONS the christians®8.

Ihe specıfic PUTDOSC of thıs mi1ss10nNary actıvıty 15 evangelizatıon and the
plantıng of the church NS those peoples and STOUDS where che has not
yeL taken 00 The chiet of thiıs ımplantatıon 15 the preaching of
the gospel of Jesus Christ?®.
hıs Was clear teachıng of Vatican 11 the duty of the church to

extend iıtself and to do thıs maınly hrough the preaching of the word.
In the 1974 Synod Kvangelization, the ıimportance of prımary

evangelization through direct preaching Was repeatedly echoed especlally
by the Fathers from Asıa and Africa. Bıshop KALILOMBE, tor example,
speakıng behalf of the ast African bıshops, eclare that ıle the
churches of Kurope rightly have their OW.: preoccupatıons about dechri-
stı1anısatıon, secularısatıon, indıfference, materjalısm and marx1ısm, the
churches of Aftirıca should not forget mınımıse the fundamental question
of what has to be one for all those who da not have the good ortune
to know Christ10

111 the tiıme of Vatican IR INany of the established bigger parıshes of the
1ss1ıon churches SaVC margınal importance to M1SS10Nary actıvıty an: tended
O be INOTIC lıke the parıshes of christian Europe, thinking only 1n terms of
SOMMEC materıal aıld tor the POOT of the m1Ss10ns. But Vatican 11 has siıtuated the
M1SS10Nary element at the Very centre of the church. (

TIhe usual tendency of the m1ss1ıonary SOon the church 15 ounded 15 to
dısmantle hıs mM1sS10NAary equıpment anı methods an! operate stable parısh
which demands mostly hıs pastoral CONCETN. hıs W as not ıth the apostles
an the early mi1issionarIles. They sought 11C pastures and NC opportunıtıes
to WI1IN INOTEC discıples tor Christ.
*+ And the tiıme of the m1ss1o0nary actıvıty extends between the tirst comıng
of the ord an the second.“ 9a Iso CF Og, IC

I0a; TIhe number of those who have not yet heard of Christ 15 increasıng
steadıly an the christian communıty 111 always remaın the ‚pusıllus Erer
lıttle flock Hence speak of M1ssS1O0Nary ımpact, influence anı penetratiıon
rather than quantıtative extensıon.
6  6 C VAN CAUWELAERT, Les G‚ atechistes Gollaborateurs Efficaces de P’ordre
Sacerdotal In ‚Ouz Dortera Pevangıle .  2 natıons?‘ (Reports of exchanges an!
poıints of V1EeEW at the 44th Missiological Congress in Louvain, 11
7 20a, 153a be,

(SE. Biıshop KALILOMBE (Malawı), La prıma evangelıizzazıone evangelızzazı0
dı frontiera, 1n BUTTURINI (ed) Le Nuove vIE del Vangelo 1983194
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oug. evangelızation taken globally and integralliy 111 demand the
trıdımensional minıstry of preachıng, witness and celebration of ACTa-

ments, the oneers that UTE needed for the frontıer evangelızatıon 2l
be Largely NNOUNCETS, breachers an teachers of the gospel 'Ihe exact
method otf the announcıng of the gospel to the non-christians an 10N-
believers several problems io the unıversal and LO the partıcular
churches accordıng to the milieu 1n which they lıyell. However grea
these dıfficulties mMay be, the churches by theır VeEIYy nature have the duty
LO PTOCUTC along with the clergy avaılable, 0Ca Jay ploneering miıinısters
of the word, who 111 the gospel openly an courageously 1n
their non-christian non-believing milieu. 15 only IN  e} who live their
taıth NS the people who Ca  - effectively d  y the gospel INCSSASEC LO
the people around. 15 for thiıs I[CaAason that insıst that the miıniısters
required be both lay and 0CcCa

CONTINUED EXISTENCE AN: MISSIONARY EFFORTS OF MALLER COMMUNITI
DEMAND LA  < LEADERS

{Ihe mıssıion terrıtories, LO arge extent, ATC dotted wıth VerYy arge
number of sSma communiuıties. These communıtıes AT usually served
irom maın statıon 16 Ca  ®) afford prıest. Though at times separated
from the maın statıon Dy considerable distances, they INANASC to geLtheir monthly bı-monthly eucharistic celebrations and also have
annual festival In the church Sustained greatly by the close communıtybond blood relationship, they lınger in their faıth amıdst the 1NON-
christian milieu in spıte of VeCTIY frugal spırıtual diet. Whıile the COoON-
centrated populatıon 1n the town-parısh 1ın the maın statıon receıve
almost IN0O than their due share of sacramental and pastoral SETrVICES
from the prıest, the maller communiıties of the secondary sub-station

out-statıon parıshes, they ATC called, rece1ve, if anythıng, the barest
mınımum. Yet these communıtıes ın the vıllages an the countrysıde recall
to OUT mınds the diaspora communıtiıes of the early churches, which WeTIC
hıghly valued and adequately served; and also the basıc communities
of present day KEurope, which ATeC attractıng much attention. Both the
magısterıum and the theologians ave made encouragıng and hopefulremarks about the latter communiıties.

During the 1974 Synod KEvangelization, INany ep1ıscopal conferences
from Asıa and Africa repeatedly emphasised the role of mualler COMMUNL-
tıes ın evangelızatıon!?. JThe natural communıty-structure of the reg10n,argued Man y bishops from Africa, should basıs which true

11 The (WO declarations of Vatican I1 Relig10us Freedom an the
relationship. of the church tO non-christian relıg1ions an: the creation of two
secretarıats for non-believers and non-christians AdriC inıtial attempts to tackle
these problems.
12 For Asıan Biıshops’ interventions, Cr OLOMBO (ed) Sem del Vangelo

7 9 103, 115—116 Kor African Bıshops’ ıntervent10ons, Cf. BUTTURINI
ed) cıt. 27—28, 8 9 9 9 116—117, E2U: 136, 137, 204, 239—240, 235
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christian communıty should be built!3. In fact, Bishop WOLEKA
(Tanzanıa) expressed the VIEW that the only WaYy to evangelise 15 to
adopt ‚d genuıine mode of eXpressing the realıty of the christian mode
of ıltle which 15 firstly at the eve of maller communities ounded
Christ 1n A lıyıng centre and OPCNH tOo a ll an linked to the neigh-bour!4. Mons. CHUNG WAaNn 11IngG (Malaysia) consıdered the tor-
matıon of genumlne christian communıties the first instrument of Van-
gelızatıon in his regıon where the church exısts amıdst multi-relig10uscommunıtıes15.

AUL VI 1n hıs recent Apostolic Exhortation Evangel: Nunt:andı TEW
specıal attention to these ecclesija] communautes de base. He declared
that „1f these communıtıes springing Iirom the eed to lıve the church’s
ıle INOTC intensely, trom the desire an ques for INOTC human dimen-
S10N, aAappCar and develop wıthin the church havıng solıdarity wıth her
lıfe, being nourıshed by her teachıng anı unıted wıth her pastors, not 1n

spirıt of bitter crıticısm of the ınstitutional church, then these COIMN-
munıiıtıes 111 be place of evangelızation tor the benefit of the biggercommunities and 11 be hope for the future“16.

KARL RAHNER speakıng of the shape of the church of the future in
KEurope, mentıons that if the church 15 to STOW ıt 11l be through sSmMa
basıc communıiıtıes of the lıttle tlock‘ which have M1SS10Nary offensive
and openıng into the future.

H 1S all based the fundamental understanding that cConcrete anı livingchristianity today anı partıcularly tOMOTrTOW Ca  w} longer be passedsımply by the of homogeneous christian socıety (examples of which
AI increasingly SCarce), by administration firom the LOp, Dy relıg10us instruction

part of the compulsory education received Dy child, but must be
carrıed into the future through the life an wıtness of A genuıne christian COIMN-
munıty lıving Outf hat christianity really Such basic communities iın
future 111 longer be able Sımply to terrıtor1ally an! socıally the
whole of populated AarcCa; but f they ATC both ıntensely actıve an at the
54dIine tiıme outward-looking, they 11 be able to be the bearers of the eal
M1LSSLONATY 0OWEeT of the church Jor the future“17 (ıtalics ours).

Hence tend to think that the maller sub-stations the diasporacommunıties spread out 1n the M1SS10Ns and relegated in the matter of
SErVICES sub‘ and ‚secondary' in relation LO the maın statıons, ave the
physiognomy of the basıic communıties 1n potentıal form an demand
consiıderable attention from ANYONE lookıng iınto the future of CVANSC-

So the epıscopal conferences of Malawı an Tanzanıia. N BUTTURINI,cıt.
Cr Bıshop MwOLEKA, Gombpitz urgent. del aıcato le Gommunita dı

Base 1N: BUTTURINI, cıt. 114—118; sımılarly Bıshops ZOA (Cameroun)and FITZGERALD (South Afrıca) 180, 253 ICSD(r Mons CHUNG WAN Tınc, (ireare communıta 1in COLOMBO, cıt.
115 Cf$. 1bıid., Iso the report of the first ast Asıan Bishops’ Gonference ın

Taipei (Aug
Evangelu Nuntıandı, AAS (
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lızation. We mention ere just i{two aspects demandıng attention ftor the
future of the m1ssıon churches:
a) TIhe Christian communıty 15 LO by the built not merely Dy 00
human relationships, but INOTC by the spırıtual relation built around
the word an the Eucharrist. Ihe eucharist 15 the central event 1ın which
the church reveals herself most clearly18, and effort should be
made LO increase the eucharistic ServVices in the communıiıtıes’ assemblies.
Similarly the Servıce of the word LOO, independent of the eucharist, has
ıts OW: nutrıtional value and must be celebrated regularly for the bene-
fit of the communıtıies19.

Hence these communNıblıes an order EO exıst, have rıght LO these E79O
SETULCES at least, and refusing thıs rıght overlookıng ıl, for the lack
0} ONE partıcular Torm of mınıster, the prıest, 25 ınıuskıce ıNn church
where the supreme [ azo) 25 SETUILCE for salvatıon Salus anımarum
suprema lex.
b) Missıonary extension, according to modern pastora. estimatıon and
theological understanding, 111 be marked neıither Dy increase In the
priestly the tront-line of evangelızatıon, NOr by massıve
increase in the number of Convers10ns, but mostly in terms of indivıidual
Conversions and christian intluence through lıttle flocks‘ sSma
STOUDS 2 hıs 15 sımılar to the sSma communıitıes of the early churches
which extended themselves by STOUDS ın cellular diffusion21. In such
perspective, the dıaspora communiıtiıes that lıe surrounded by non-chri-
st1an communiıtiıes should become the centres of christian influence and
Sing-posts of salvation raısed ONS the natıons and bearers of the
gospel??, hus they SSUMME NC Strategy, NC sıgn-value and
NCW Commı1ssıon. If the MLSSLONAT Y strategZ y an MLSSLONAT Y potentialıt y
of these communNıtıieES aTe LO he actualısed, then the due SETUVICES of the
word and the eucharıst MUÜUSTE be ıVEn LO these communıt2es.

RAHNER, The of the church £O 9 LTEZ
(: 41b
(: 21, 26a; (4); Evangelıu Nuntıandı AAS M.
Ihe possıbılıty of havıng 4B' suffcient number of priests to break NC ground

for evangelıization anı of havıng INn ass Conversions by Ven hundreds 15 past.
hıs 15 not much due to lessening of zeal devotion tO work the
part of the clergy. Nor 15 ıt due LO the hardness of heart the part of the
people. It 15 due, think, to the inevıtable changes that have VCT taken 111  b
and society. Hence the numerical S1zZe of the communıty the scarcıty of
prıests should not deter OUr zeal for evangelızation, but only make change
the method of evangelization. G Iso ÄLEXANDER ın h1ıs iıntroduction to

Gentes 1n The Documents of Vatıcan I17 (ed) ÄBBOT 553
21 hıs 15 evident especlally ıth regard to the Pauline communiıtıes. e
the apostles travelled iıtiınerant preachers an left ach communıiıty ıth
few disciples, NS the communities there WAas COIMICETN Ver the material anı!
mınıster1ial needs of ON  @' another. The growth of these communıtıes and those
surrounding them, surely STCW by the apostolic CONCETrTN of the first communıty
ıIn that reg10n. GE SEUMOIS, I’heologıe Missıonaire Vol IL, 218

C{ Evangelu Nuntiıandzı AAS 68 1976 585: RAHNER, loc. cıt 117
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I he two aspects of the maller communıtıes of the m1Ss10ns $how how
ımportant and urgent ATC the SeErV1ICES of miınısters iın these communitıies.

communıty that CC45SC5 LO be M1SS1ONATY CCases tOo by catholic and
faces slow extinction. Hence the desperate call of the bıshops from
mM1ssıonN an to realıze 1ın the catechists and other lay eaders of these
communiıtiıes type of miınıster, eıther Dy priestly ordınatıon, by
diaconal ordination OT by the creatiıon of SOINC LICW mınıstry. Ihe —
hortatıon of AUL VI, efered to above, exalts the mınıstery of
catechists and other e of SsSma communıtiıes tied wıth the
church’’s lıyıng experience down the centurıes and valuable for the estab-
lishment and growth of the church?®?3.

the 44+th Missiological Congress 1n Louvaın the theme: Who
ıll a  y the gopsel tOmMOrTOW to the natıons?, Bıshop CAUWELAERT
concluded hıs address sayıng f 15 the lıying chrıistian communıty radıating
the gospel 1ın her miılıeu. But tor thıs, the miıinıstry of catechists and other
layman who lıve 1n the communıty iıtself and AdIcC the anımators ıIn ıt by
theır specıial charısm ıll be of capıtal importance**,“

INTEGRAL EVANGELIZATION DEMANDS (GREATER LAY PARTICIPATION
I he M1SS1O0NATY actıvıty of early tımes, in spıte of all the sSıncere tforts

made through socıal and charıtable institutions for human welfare, had
the tendency to consıder all that Was outside the ‚sacred sector‘ of INa  -

secular, and such not M1SS10NAary CONCETN, EXCEDPL ın the order
of an to end. Catechising, preaching the word, dıspensatıon of the
sacraments an celebration of ıturgy WEeTC the maın events of mM1SS10Nary
actıvıty. Involyment iın the socıal an charıtable tields Was deeply qualı-
fied INOTC by ıts pro-evangelical than by ıts pre-evangelıcal character.
Consequently the genulness and the totalıty of the involyment Was

suspected of proselytisıng elements.
But Vatican 11 has wıdened the opP of M1SS10NAarYy actıvıty to Sa y that,

not only the relig10us an sacral aspıratıons of INan, but the whole INa  }
1in hiıs entirety forms the object of M1SS10NATYy actıvıty®S, Surely there
15 bound to be prıorıity of values, methods and actıon, but thıs In
WaY mınımıses the V1I1CEW that the M1SS1ONATY actıvıty of the whole church
15 directed Owards the Liberatıon of the OlLle INUN., In specıal MaAanNnnNCrT,
for the countrıes of the Ihırd world the home of the mı1ıssıon churches
where INa  } ın Man y of hıs apsects remaıns POOT under-developed
evangelızatıon mMust he closely ıdentified znıth the socıal, ECONOMALC an
holitical development of mMmAan?6.

C Evangelıu Nuntiandı AAS
d Loc cıt 31
25 Ct. 15, 3d, SM, 12b

Bishop ABANGU of Luebo Zaire), behalf of the Kpıscopal Conterence
of Zaire declared: »  he people of the Ihırd World want at all COSTS to CMETSC
Irom the under-developed condıition to attaın lıfe, worthy of human person”.
Cf£ his specch entıtled ‚Human Integral promotıon, sıgn 0} evangelızatıon 1:

BUTTURINI, cıt. 20001
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Hence ınvolvement in soc1al, cultural and educational actıvıties IS not
towards Convers1ion, but has in tself, in far it

contributes to the total liıberation of INa  — ruly evangelıcal an
M1SS10NAary value?7. Such VIEW, in fact, has helped the m1ssıon
churches to draw their schools, hospitals charitable instıtutions from
the parochial an denominationa iramework of SErVICES an to insert
them instead, ınto the maınstream of natıona servıices.

The widening 07 the object 0f evangelızatıon calls logıcally for
wıdenıng 0} the agents of eveangelızatıon 2ın number and varıelty.

Consequently, not only the clergy and the relig10us, but the laiıty LO0O0
must be actıve agents of evangelızatıon. Ihe Fathers of Vatican IL,
realızıng the principles of the necessity of lay ınvolvemen for integral
evangelızatıon, repeated theır call to the laıty to actıvely contribute
theıir due share In the M1SsS10Nary efforts of the urch After
havıng ea wiıth the difterent aspects ot communıty ıfe that eed
evangelızıng, namely, socıal, eECONOMIC, cultural and polıtical, the Mm1S-
S10Nary decree solemnly declares the indıspensability of the laıty in the
pursuit of all these goals

‚In the attaiınment of all these goals, laymen have the reates ıimportance and
deserve specıal mention28.

In the Synod of 1974, the Fathers from the Third World WeTC
unanımous iın accentuatıng such aspects of evangelızatıon humanıza-
tıon, liıberation an human promotion?9, If these ServV1Ces In the Au
of Justice, development and liıberation ATIC fo be organızed fO greater
efficıency, lay partıcıpation iın M1SS10NAarYy efforts becomes all the INOTC

indispensable. Harnessing the lay forces 1n these M1SS1ONATY effort 111
InNnecan openıng LICW AaVENUECS for partıcıpatıon Dy the laıty.

INDIGENISATION DEMANDS MINISTERS STEEPED In THEIR CULTURE
Lhe tirst phase of evangelızatıon in the Third World Was Jargely

bound wıth colonıalısm firom the West ese countrıes have 1O

emerged from political colonialism but not yeL from the ‚sprirıtual
colonialısm: of western hought an patterns of lıfe3®. Hence arıses
the present iımportance of indıgenisation makıng the churches ruly
natıve. hıs consısts not merely 1n indigenising the clergy VETNAaCU-

larisıng the lıturgy by SOINC adaptatıon an accommodatıon, but above

hıs VIEW 15 prevalent 1n the 1A6 theologies of the world an of polıtıcs
METz), of development (ALSZEGHY-FLICK) an of work (M CHENU)

15h
E: Bıshop ABANGU Zaire): Integral human promotıon sıgn of evangelı-

zatıon; Bishop MENSAH (Dahoumey): T’he church UMANLSES Dy evangelızation;
Bishop 1'SADUA (Ethiopia): The human promotion 15 ıntegral part of
evangelızatıon 1nN: BUTTURINI, cıt. 209, 213 280resp. ard OSALES
(Philippines) Integral devolopment, TOZTESS anı Justice 1n (LOLOMBO,
cıt. 141
( MASSON, Qui2 Dortera l’evangıle UU natıons? (Postface) 167
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all,; 1n deeper incarnation.o the christian faıth in the 0Ca culture%.
In thıs better terminalogy for the PTOCCSS intended 11l be 1N-
culturatıon acculturation. Ihe word ot (+0d has the potentialıty LO
take deep roofts 1ın the different cultures of the world 1n order to reach
the innermost depths ot the people32, Hence the word must be SOWIN 1n
such INAaNnnNneTr to OW it to STOW an develop 1in partıcular
culture and to CADICSS ıtself iın N  Yy aspect of ıfe according toO the —

SOUTCCS and yEN1IUSES of that culture. Only when the last and the deepest
stage of iınculturatıon 15 attained Ca  — spea of indıgen1ised church833.
'The eed for such churches an theır requırements have been repeatedly
emphasised by Vatıcan H; the 974 Synod Evangelizatıon an by
AUL VI

a) Ihe Decree the Missions draws attention to the mutual enrich-
ment which accompanıes the PTFOCCSS of indigenisation.

y  he seed, which ist the word of God. Sprouts from the go0od ground
watered by divine dew TOM this ground the seed draws nourıshing
elements which ıt transtorms an assımılates into iıtself. Fınally ıt bears
much frunt. hus ın imıtatıon of the plan of incarnatıon, the churches
rooted 1n Christ an built the foundatıon of the apostles, take to
themselves 1n wondertful exchange all the riches of the natıons which
WEIC gıven LO Christ inheritance (GE Ps 2.8) Tom the customs
an tradıtions of their people, from theır wısdom An their learnıng, from
theır arts an scl1enCces, theses churches borrow all these thıngs which
Ca  — contrıbute to the g10T7Yy of their reator ‚the revelatıon of the SAaVI1]OUFrS’S
a  9 the PropCcr arrangement of christian ıfe d

D) In the 9074 Synod, INany bıshops from the Third World, especlally
those of Africa, WCIC Very eloquent in emphasısıng the need for the indi-
genisatıon of their churches835. During the first phase of evangelızatıon,
the COUTASCOUS efforts of SOINLC of the m1ssıonarI1es, led the church tOo speak
of M1SS10Nary adaptatıon®®. Today the urch 15 called to of spea incul-

31 (F ıbıd.: Iso SEUMOIS, T’heologıe Missıonaıre vol 1{1 96—98
Cf. 505 SEUMOIS,; loc. cıt.

J3 hiıs inculturation an indıgenısatıon have their lımits before the gospel
INCSSaS«cC an should not iın Anı y WaYy dısplace the essential elements of this
MCSSASC., C SEUMOIS, Meanıng an liımaıts of the chrıstianısatıon of culture,

ROsSSANO, Acculturatıon of t+he Gospel 1N : Internatzonal Missıologıcal (ion-
, Rome (1975)

29a
hıs 15 not tO 5Say that they WETC all unanımous an held unequıvocal

opınıon about indigenisatıon. Wiıthin the Afifrıcan epıscopate ıtself there WEIC

reservatıons an VCcCcn opposıtıons, 4S iındıcated by the inıtıal report of Mons
SANGU of Tanzanıa. he notion of afrıcanısatıon has become myth and
NO ıt ought to be dymythologised” 1N: BUTTURINI cıt.
36 At the tıme of the tirst phase otf evangelızatıon, one spoke ot adaptatıon
already, thereby implyıng that christianıty W as 1n certaın WdY foreign to the
local people, culture an language. Missionarıes like De Nobılıi, Rıccı, Beschi
an de Rhodes made COUTASCOUS to adapt themselves iın Man y WaYyS
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turatıon acculturation37. Just in M1SS10NATYy adaptatıon the PTOCCSS
Was sS1ow, spread out and had ıts OW: phases of ditficulties and dis-
couragemen(tSs, VCMN from those enlightened, ere L00 1D the indıgen1-
satıon of churches, the PTOCCSS 15 bound to be simılar38.

11 the PTOCCSS of inculturation 15 consıdered LO ave three phases,
namely, reception, assımılatıon and re-eXpressi1on of the INCSSAaSC, then

ATC in the last stage”, declared Biıshop O8 (CGameroun) in the Syno-
dall Hall39 Although he Was speakıng tor hıs COUNITY, hıs diviısıon >  nto
three phases consıdered INOTC ın the logical than in the chronological
order tinds valıdıty, thınk, for moOost of the churches. While
reception and assımiılation of the INCSSASC AdIC 1n Constan development
1n OUT churches, re-expression NECCCSSaC’Y CONSCQHUCNCE
and fruit of the tirst t{twoO stages. In thıs WdYy all the churches of the
miıssion countrıes dIC necessarıly drawn into the PTOCCSS of indıgenisa-
tıon.

JIhe long discussion aft the Synod made two poıints clear. One 15 that
the accent indigenisatıon 15 first the churches visıble iınstıtu-
tıons an then chrıstianıty faıth There WEIC the part of
SOM Fathers LO put the accent 1in the reversed order, but the choice
of the maJor1ty Was for indigenisıng the 0Ca churches iın form an
then through the assımılation and re-expression of the taıth SCC the
realıty of ‚indıgenised chrıistianıty 40, his 15 quıite logical when

(language, style of lıfe) to penetrate ınto the mılıeu. Although these
WCIC at first misunderstood an condemned, later they WEeTC acclaımed DYy Rome.
But this adaptatiıon Was not continued. Now the m1sSs10Ns ATC in different
sıtuation anı fo speak of adaptation iINneTE accommodatıon 15 superfluous.
W hat 25 needed 15 deeper change, chrıistianısatıion of culture and ınculturatıion
0} the gospel. Only 1n the asec of lıturgy, where celebration of mysterı1es ATC
concerned, Vatican I1 speaks often of adaptation. „No INOTE adaptıon hut afrı-
canısatıon“ declared Bıshop ZOA ameroun) 1n the 1974 Synodal Hall Gr

BUTTURINI, cıt 246
GE The cts of the International Missıological Gongress the theme

Evangelızatıon nd (‚ulture held 1n Rome specıal interest AaTe the
contributions of (ONGAR Ghristianıty faıth and culture; PE DEL-
HAYE Culture an cultural pluralısm; SEUMOIS Meanıng and Iımıts of
chrıistianısation of culture; OSSANO Acculturatıon of the gospel;
MuLAGO Afrıcanıty nd evangelısatıon.

One encouragıng difference 15 that while In adaptation, only the mıssıon
churches WECIC involved an: the matter Was sector1ally handled by the then
Congr. for the Prop. o1 Faıth, 1n the ase of inculturation, the unıversal church
15 interested an 15 makıng its contribution ıth V1IeEW to mutual enrichment
between the gospel and the culture.

BUTTURINI, cıt. 309
ome ep1iscopal conferences appeared VeCIY insıstent thiıs an! Pope

PAu_ı AF 1n hıs conclusive address to the Synod of 1974, sounded warnıng
about exceeding the limits of acculturation. „ I’hus consıder NCCESSATLY
ord the need of finding better expression of taıth LO correspond to the
racılal, soc1ıal and cultural mıiılıeu. ıs 15 ındeed NECESSATY requırement of
authenticıty and effectiweness of evangelısatıon; ıf would nevertheless be
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understand that only communıtiıes AI made to the INCASUTEC O: iINECMN an:
only 1n these ATC possible lıyıing and communıty experıence of the
Church.

TIhe other poıint made clear Dy the discussions 15 that the road that
ea to complete indıgenısatıion aSSC5S hrough pastoral inıtiatıves at
the eve of the 0CCa churches and SmMa. communıties. In other words,
the maJjor share of inıtiatıve, eftort and respons1bilıty for indıgenısatıon
15 the 0Ca churches, the pastoral TOSTAININCS they make tor their
communıities41.

C) GATITT. durıng hıs discourse tOo the Afrıcan bıshops at 1n Kampala 1969
had already posed the problem of tensıon between christianisation of
Afrıca and afrıcanısation of christianity. „Ihough the problem AdDPCAIS
difficult, an ın tact ıt 15, the solution 15 ready wıth two aNSWETIS:

YOUT urch 0UZ LO he above all catholıc But thıs 1S5SWEeET being
gıven, it 15 NECCESSATY LO PAdSS LO the second. TIhe eXpress10n, that 15 the
Janguage the mode of manıfesting the un1ıque taıth COU. be multiple
and consequently orıgınal, conforming to the language, to the style, LO
the temperament, to the gen1us, LO the culture of those who profess
thıs unique faıth In thıs YOU could, an YOU 0U LO, have
afrıcan chrıstianıt y“ *,

Speakıng d later about the workers of evangelızatıon 1ın general
and about the fıdelity ın the adaptatıon going in the churches
in partıicular, he drew attention to g1ViINg due weıight to ‚secondary
eccles1ial Stiructures and mınısteries'. Y  he transposıtıon has to be done
wiıth the discernment, Ser10uUusNeESS, respect and competence which the mat-
ter ca for iın the field of lıturgical expression an in the of cate-
chesis, theological {ormation, secondary ecclesjal structures and m1n1-
strıes’43. +

In the above perspective of the importance and inıtiatıves of maller
communıtıes iın the role of indiıgenisation., 1l 15 Logıcal and urgent that
these commMmunNıdLES be Jıtted wıth mınısters teeped ın the culture of the
people, living close LO the heople, speakıng their OX language and vEeETY
famılıar wıth the LOZ1C of their mentalıtıy. In short, they must be ‚Au
men of the place and not those imposed imported from outsıde44.

nstead of forcing raıned an commıssioned INa  ® from outsıde to
become 0)8{  (D with the people and share all that 15 characteristic of the

dangerous ea of diversified theologıes accordıng contınents and cul-
Eures. T’he ontent of the faıth 25 eıther catholıc 1$ 25 not  “ L’Osservatore
Romano, of 2927/9/1974 ( Iso art, cıt. ıIn note
41 GÜONGAR, AT cıt T’hesıs V BUTTURINI,. L’Indıgenizzazione della chıesa
vıa all’ evangelıizzazıone dell’ Afrıca, 1N: cıt. 205— 336 CSP 324, 331

+ AAS 1969 573578
43 Evangeli: Nuntiandı AAS 68 1976 N.

Indigenisation of clergy condıiıtıo Sıne qua 110  $ may not be applicable
to those 1n greater responsıbilıty Pope, Bıshops, but tor those miınisters 1n
closer an cConstant ontact ıth the people priest, deacons and lay mınısters

ıt must be condıtio SIınNne qua 110  - C: SEUMOIS, T’heologıe Miıssıonaıure
I1
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people (by a.daptätion Aan: accommodatıion), the TEVETSC pPTrOCCSS otf
choosing 111A  - of the place, havıng already to SOIINLC INECASUTEC the aftu-
ral talent {to be fully involved wiıth the people and g1VINg hım the -
CESSATY traınıng Aan: cCommıssıon to be the agen of evangelization (and
of inculturatıon t00) would be LOTC logical, meanıngful an effective.
Yı NO such COUTSC of actıon Was impeded by the high scholastıc
standard set Oout for mınısters and Dy the unıtorm pattern of OTNIC prıestly
miınıstry. But such insıstence S0OCS agaınst the responsibility of the
church to evangelıze the people by proportionate to them and 1n
harmony wıth theır culture, language and habıts

LOCAL CHURCHES NEED LOCAL AÄAND SELF-SUPPORTING MINISTERS
Ihe countrıes of the 'Ihırd World, while putting the final touches LO

the PTOCCSS of decolonısatıon (Or dewesternisation) and helped by the
general spırıt of rESUTSCNCC, ATIC marshalling all their forces owards
national stabiılity, maturıty an identity. Towards thiıs goal wıtness
theır concerted effort, not only tor political independence, but also for
ECONOMIC, socıal an cultural independence. Most of the mı1ssıon churches
1in the Ihırd World, supported Dy the SAaIlc general spırıt of theır oUuN-

irymen, justly an worthily, seeck simılar goal for theıir churches. We
ave spoken above of the cultural independence of the OCa churches with
respect to indıgenisatıon. For church LO be truly ocal, ıt should be
self-minıstering, self-supporting and self-hpropagatıng In such ViEW
there 15 absolute independence but relatıve 0)81  (D which aCCcepts the
NECESSATY an intımate relatıon between the partıcular an the unıver-
sal church 1 his relatıve independence 15 not COnNtrary to the unıty, un1-
versalıty and communıon of the churches. In such understandıng,
what 111 localisatıon of churches ımply 1n terms of ıts minısters?

a} Self-minıistering
Vatican I1 which 5a W dioceses and parishes not merely admınıstratı-
dıstrıicts but IMNOTC communiıtıies, called for revısıon of these div1ı-

s10nNs%5, and emphasısed the uı  ıng of communıtıes the pr1mor-
dial task of the apostolate ONC which chould not be CVCIl postponed

later stage 1n the development of christian ıfe.
„From the veLYy. start, the christian communıty cshould be formed that ıt

Ca  - provıde for ıts OW: necessıties 1n tar 4A5 this 15 possıible. his congregatıon
of the faiıthtul endowed ıth the riches of ıts O W: nation’'s culture should be
deeply rooted 1n the peoplet6,“

{f the communıty building 15 to be taken ser10usly from the start, the
M1SS10Nary foreigener natıve must ave Constan CONCETN to
provıde the communıity ecarly possible wıth ıts OW:' miınıster. Wa  1-
tiıng postponing untiıl the communıty whole reaches certaın
standard of christian lıvıng, 15 neıither prudent 1LLOI advisabel47 Instead,

E 2 D Motu Proprio Ecclesiae Sanctae 123 1n AAS 1966
46 15c

talse 'pastoral prudence 15 tO waıiıt ftor the communıty attaın certaın
level of education, CUsStoms an! of responsibilıty found 1n SOTNC advanced
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the required attention must be paıd to traın the leaders put orward DYy
the communıty tself. that at least OI!  (D ONS them takes the
responsible leadershıp of the communıty. Only such ILL, endowed
wıth the rıches 0o] hıs natıonal culture, the mentalıt'y of hıs people an
the sensıtıueness detect their needs, CUun help ın the sETUCLEuUTE of
communıt'y deeply rooted ın the people

Ihe concentratıon of al the mınıstries of the iınto OIlC unıtorm
iype of priestly miınıstry an the lımıtatıon of thıs ONC minıstry DYy high
scholastıc standards, have eft Nan y communıties without the required
miıinıster for exıstence ecclesial communiıties. In the Aasc of certaın
communıtıes, low socıal standards, POOTI CCONOLLLY and lıttle educatıon
WEeEeIC LCASONS for people not attaınıng the standards established for
ecclesiastical lıfe, and why they WEIC not encouraged by the church tOo
tollow priestly relig10us vocatıon. These communıtıes WETC always
served by priest from higher socıal ank (or caste). Consequently, 1n
spıte of all the good 111 of the prıest to ıdentify hiıimself wiıth the
communıty, he Was not 112  — of theıir OW: communıty and could not
uiLy identify hımself with them

One major obstacle Ax present to the communıtıes provıdıng theır
OW miıinıiısters 15 that al SeErVICES Al gıven by OTLE Lype of mınıster, an
the ideal sought after 15 often beyond their reach.

Another obstacle 15 the attempt made LO all places wiıth ONı  aV

Lype of mınıstry wıthout due regard tor the differences in needs. The
natural an innate secular structure otf the communıty 15 not taken iınto
account, but attempt 15 made to structure paralle communıty,
mostly Aase ıts lıgurgical assembly. hıs MOdus agendı needs
reversal 1n certaın INanNnNNerT. 'Ihe attempt should be made to take the
natural communıty ıt 1S, in its unıty of 00 profession interest
and tO huild the communıt'y of d) that communıt y 0f nature. Con-
sequently the assumption of spirıtual responsıbilıty and servıce by the
natural eaders of the communıty 111 toster INOTC integrated sacred
secular) christian ıte 1n the communıty.

Self-supporting
'The question of finance has been promiınent 1n discussions about

autonomous churches, and rigthly Ihe churches of the 'Third World
Aare all POOT an inance has big Sa V wiıth regard LO the miıniıstrıies of
the churches. Since the per10d of the tirst evangelızatıon, Rome, wiıth
the generosıty of the churches of Kurope and North America, has been
procurıng tor the m1sSsS10Ns the NECESSATY help ın personnel an inance.
Though indıgeneous clergy ave to grea extent taken CT the recSPON-
sıbılity of provıdıng the personnel, the total financıal burden rests
the generosıty of the European an North American churches. hıs state
of atfaiırs 15 not 1ın keeping with the autonomous. character of the chur-

countries. St Paul waiıted for such standard an yet he found all the
requıred ministers for the communıty. ( VAN ((AUWELAERT, art cıt

1022296
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ches;: there 15 ASSUTAaNCcCcE that thıs help Can 111 contıinue.
Hence OLLC wonders wether the church, 1t L 15 LOO eXxpeNsSIE OT  —
nızatıon for the T hırd World

Financıal assıstance tor development proJects, socıal welfare and
educatıon ATC understandable, especlally when they AI gıven tor
definite per10d An place. hıs 15 VeCn 1ın the secular sector. But in
the matter of miınısteries, miınısters and their tormation maıntenance,
G  - dare LO Sa Y the SAaINc thing? Ihe structure of mınistries, forma-
tıon of mınısters, lıfe-style of mınısters and pattern of administration
all these CONSUIMNNLC large SU1I11S5 of NCY that Ca  } hardly be afforded by
the local coffers. Hence the cCTY'Y for YCULSLON of £hı1s expenstuve
mınısterıal stucture, life-style and admınıstratıion.

Many of the maller communıiıtıes of the churches ATC not ın
posıtıon LO maıntaın financıally the present Ltype of prıest. Hence Man y
communıtıes taken together pPaYy and often that OO only partıially
the of vıisıtıng prıest. TIhe communıtiıes have duty, it INany be
argued {rom the to maıntaın theır miıinısters (CT (zal G‚or. 9’
11—1 1 rue, but then the miınısters of the churches WEIC chosen
1n consultation with the communıty, from ONS the communıty, and
theır lıfe-style Was burden to the communıty. Hence the churches of
the m1SS10NSs need miıinısters who Ca  — SUPPOTL themselves, much
possible from theır OW: NS, an who Ca  - be supported 1n part,
according to the financıal abilıty of the communiıties. miınıster maın-
tained from the outsıde 15 very easıly Cr5SOoN with less COMNCECIN for
and from the communıty, but local self-supporting mıiınıster shares
the ordınary and professional ıfe of the people, demands respect for hıs
SeTrVICES an 15 not burden the communıty. 1f, the other hand, he
15 unable to be fully self-supporting, the communıty ıll readıly maın-
taın hım, for he 15 TOM them and For them.

C} Self-hropagating
The responsibility tor the propagatıon of the faıth Was ONCC conceived

responsibility solely of the unıversal church and thıs Was maınly
centred around the actıyıties of the then congregatıion tor the Propaga-
tiıon of the Faith In the CTa of the grea M1SS1O0NATY CONquesiSs, the Congre-
gatıon encouraged several M1SS10NArYy socıieties and relıg10us d-
tıons 1n KEurope to send their SONS and daughters iınto the terrıtoriıes not
yet eached by the gospel Was then the unique San for channelling
personnel and tinance to plant the churches 1n the NC M1SS10NS; to
foster an to direct them t00. But 110 the sıtuatıon has changed In VIEW
of the rediscovery of the M1SS10NAaTry dimension of the whole church and
all ıts ‚parts’, down to V  Y christian, the churches of the mıssıon
terrıtorıes ATC assumıng the responsibilıty of being miı1ssıonarıes LO theır
ne1ghbors*8,

ome of the churches ATC already sending their prıests and relig10us
generously tOo work 1n other dioceses VCMN other countrıes (From OUT OW:

COUNIry ST1 Lanka mMan y have SONC to Malaysıa, Pakistan, Bangladesh).
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Speakıng of the M1SS10NArY responsibilıty of chrıstian communiıtiıes
Vatıcan 11 stressed the testiımony of both word and deed

„But it 15 not enough for the christian people to be present and organızed 1n
gıven natıon. Nor 15 it enough for them toO y out apostolate of good

example. They ATE organızed and present for the purpose of announcıng Ghrıst
theır nonchrıstian fellow cıtızens Dy word and deed an of aıdıng them

toward the full reception of Ghrıst*?.“
Irrespective of whether communıty 15 old UunNn$s, rıch POOT, by

1C2a5SOII of ıts ESSCIICC and exıstence christian communıty, ıt has the
duty to be M1SS10NAary to those around ıt 1n actıve INanNnnNnerT. We ave
already spoken of the mı1ssıon-strategy of maller communiıtıes 1n the
mM1ss10NSs an their cellular mode of propagatıon. For such cellular dit-
fusıon, what 15 needed 1in terms of mınısters ATIC 1991401 who ATC OPCH to
the outsıde, wiıth the abıilıty LO intluence INeCN of other communiıtıes,
wiıth the ability to inspıre theır OW. communıty wıth M1SS10Nary
Vv1is1ıon and, above all, iNnCnNn who Ca  - sacrifice themselves an inspıre
their ellowmen to sımılar ventures.

(IONCLUSIONS
ese COININOMN m1ssıon priorities ave been consıdered in Very

eneral INanner and exclusıvely 1n erms of ministerial needs. Nonethe-
less SOINC conclusıve remarks COU be made.
a) Ihe priorıities ATrIC VeTrTYy closely elated OMN!  e to the other:; they ATC

inter-dependent; they cannot be ackled realızed indıvıdually 1n
isolation.
I taken aft the pastora eve ONVETSCNCEC of priorıities Ca  $ be

detected. 15 thıs CONVETSCHNCEC of VAarıo0ous priorıities towards the 1mMpOor-
tance an strategy of maller communitıes an theır mınısters. All the
roads that ead to the realızatıon of Varı0us priorıities paSS through the
mıniısterial needs of the maller communıitıes.
C) The indıspensable role of the alty 15 evıdent. Ihe t[tWO statements of
the M1ss10Nary decree, namely, that „the urch has not been ruly
established., and 15 not yet fully alıve, 1LOT 15 it perfect SIgn of Christ
A INCN, unless there exısts laıty, worthy of the NAaIinc, workıng
along wıth the hierarchy ”“ AN: that „the Jaymen ave the greatest 1mMpor-
tance and deserve pecıal attention 1n all the M1SS10NAary efforts“> ATC

strongly indicative that for the churches of the MLSSLONS, the ınvolvemen of
the [aity 2n actıve minıstry 15 maltter of ıfe an death 'Ihe
hope of the m1ıssıon churches 15 In lay miınısters lay missionarı1es.

The qualıities of the minısters required for these small communıtıes
dTC determined bDy the nature and needs of these communitıes an
such Ca  $ be met by miıniıster comıng from outside (except, of
COUTSC, for the inıtıal preachıng of the gospel) TIhe communities demand
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OCa MAN, from OTLS them, deeply ınvolved ın human Life and ats
problems, steeped ıNn the culture and tradıtıions of the heople and, Aat
least hartlıy, self-supporting Dy practısıng suıtable hrofession.
e) Ihe miınisterıal demands Aase: the nature, importance An StTategy
of the small communiıtıes ATC iın the order of exıistentijal rights and not
1n the order of Aavours. If these communıtıes of the baptised AI to
exıst ecclesial communiıtıes an actualıse theır M1SS10Nary potentialıties
to the full, then theır ministerial claıms A1C Ser10uUs. And denıal of
these rıghts, the grounds 07 the communıtLes NO attaınınz certaın
standard set for another regıon mılıeu, the grounds of fear about
the ımpact ON the unıversal standard of mınısters, 15 unjust and sınful.
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