
TITHE CHURCH AND TIHE UNIVERSITY
AMERICA

Dy Davıd I raboulay
In the face of the destruction of the Indıan communıty and the general

chaos of early colonıal socıety, the M1SS10Nary ÖOrders, particularly the
Dominıcans, Francıscans, Augustinıians, an Jesuits WEeTIC 1n the front
ranks of the struggle agaınst the avarıce an cruelty of the coloniısts. 10
be SUTC, there WEIC multitude of laws legislated Dy the kıing Aan! the
Councıil of the Indies behalt of the Indian But, these laws alone WEeIC

ineffective agaınst the inherently inhumane system of the encomıenda.
Ihe missıonarıes Sa clearly that they had to ul alternatıve institutions
to create INOTC humane socıety. They genumely felt that the redirection
of the sociıety iın the New World towards greater humanıty could be
achieved by Christian iıdeals The ıdea  - of establishıng unıversıties Was

conceived not long after the CONqUEST. Indeed, the m1ssS10Narı1es, graduates
of SOINC of the outstandıng unıversıties 1in Europe, had SCCI the ımportant
role the uniıversıity had played 1ın shapıng Kuropean socıety. Was

therefore ope that the unıversıties WOUu PTCDAarCc cadre of eaders
for the NC socıety and would play vıtal role 1n its transformation.
Moreover, the scholastic structure and tradition that these unıversıities
followed eift endurıng mark the character of Spanısh colonıal
civilization.

ÖOÖRIGINS

Like the European unıversıties 1n the Middle Ages, the first Latın
Amerıcan universities FTCW out of ecclesiastical In 538 Pope
AUL 111 granted the charter of toundatıon of the unıversity of Santo
Domingo, elevatıng the studıum 1ın the Dominıcan convent to the status
of unıversıty, the tırst unıversıity 1ın the New World Ihe Domuiniıcans,
who had OINC to Espanola 1n 1510, had already established actıve
00 for higher studies by 518 Ihe destruction of the unıversıty and
its records result of the Englısh expedition of FRANCIS DRAKE ın
586 has meant that OUT knowledge of the early hıstory of the unıversıty
15 scant. Ihe few avaılable documents cshow that the unıversity W a5

governed by rector who W as generally the prıor of the Dominıcan
convent. It Was communıty of masters an students wiıth the privılege
of seal, chest, and Insıgnı13, pre-eminences, lıberties, exemptions and
immunıties that AdTC CUSLOMATY, 1in order that scholars who study there,

ell those who OINC from elsewhere Can, after prelimınary
examınatıon, be granted degrees, an the cıty of Santo Domingo gaın

grea reputatıon. Its inhabıtants ell those irom the neighbourıing
islands 11 be better instructed in the Christian faıth and it 111l

271AS iıncentive to continue the works of charıty.
See artıcle “”"CThe Or1g1ns of the first unıversıty of the New World”, ın

ZM  y 262—267; ÖOÖRTEGA FRIER, (‚uarto Gentenarıo de la Un-
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At the meeting of the provincıal chapter of the Domiinıcan order held
ın Cuzco, Peru, May 6‚ 1548, resolution Was passed permitting the
foundation of unıversıty 1n 1ma Fray 'LOM  as SAN MARTIN and
Fray JERONIMO ÄLIAGA WeTC asked LO to Spaın to petition the
kıng an the Councıl of the Indies for perm1ss1ıon to establish the
unıversıty. pprova Was Iorthcoming and the unıversity of 1ma Was

duly inaugurated 1n 553 1n the Dominican convent of the Rosary.“
JI he rector of the unıversıty W as the Dominican prı0r and all ıts masters
WEIC Dominicans. VCIYy signıfiıcant innovatıon Was the chaiır of Quechua
and the students WETC obligated {O take COUISC In ıt.? Ihe orıentatıon
of the unıversıty during these first W as clearly towards preparıng
the clergy tor apostolic work. The early history of the unıversıity W as
riddled with financıal dıifficulties, anı the problem of better sıte W as

constantly ralısed. In letter to the kıng 1n 1564, archbıshop JERONIMO
LOAYSA raısed both 1SSUeS. He reminded the kıng that the unıversity

communıty had yol larger an 1INOTEC complex. Now students from mıxed
Spanish anı Indıan parents WETC attending the unıversıity. Ihe fundıng
W as LOO MCASCI to befit the role the unıversity Was playıng 1n the ıfe
of the society.*

'The period of exclusıve Dominican control AaIilnc to end 1in 1571
not wiıthout CONLrOVEerSY. 'Ihe Dominicans and secular masters almost
amne to blows ('lasses WEeEeTC held 1ın the cathedral church untiıl the sıte
of the unıversıty W as changed 1ın 1574 to the former Augustinı1an convent
of San Marcelo Ihe unıversıty relocated agaın 1n 1577 to San Juan de
la Penitencıa, former schoo] for chıldren of mıxed Indian an Spanısh
paren(ts. I he YCar 571 W as signıficant ONC. Not only Was the unıversıty
removed irom the convent LO the Rosary but it also received ıts first
constıitution. received ıts seal an coat of arımms On OM half of the
cshield Was represented Our Lady of the Rosary;: the other, Was the
sca2 wıth star above an lıme eIOW. TIhe portrayal of the ArI115 of
the Domiminıcan convent W dads VerYy revealıng. In the face of the still ensuing
versz'ddd de Santo Domingo, Ciudad Tru)illo, 1946:; BELTRAN HEREDIA,
$ @ ula “ln Abpostolatus culmıne” del Papa Paulo ITI, Ciudad Tru)illo, 1944;

A Jo SÄINZ ZÜNIGA, Hıstoria de [as unıwversıdades hıspanıcas, vol 27
Madrıd, 1957
» OMINGO ÄNGULO, “La. Universidad FEstudio General de la Ciudad de los
Reyes S11 prımer periodo, 11571° Rewista hıstörıca 388—4925:;:

EGUIGUREN, Ima maltler Origenes de la Unwersidad de San Marcos
Lima, 1939; ((ALANCHA, Hıstorıa de Ia Unwersidad de San

Marcos hasta el de Julio de 1647, Lima, 1921
3 PORRAS BARRENECHEA, ““Fray Domingo de Santo J omas, fundador
descubridor del Quechua”, Gomercıio, 12,14 (1951) OMINGO SANTO J 0oMAs,
(GGramädtıca TLIiEC de Ia lengua general de los Indıos de los YE1INOS del Peru,
ed by Porras Barrenechea, L  ima, 1951

La Iglesıa de Espana el Peru. Documentos, Lumäa; 1944, SC|  O 17 vol 27 doc.
330:; CARRENO, La eal Pontificıa U niwversidad de Mexıi1co, Mexico,
1961; JOHN TATE LANNING, Reales cedulas de la eal Pontifıicıa Unzwersidad
de Mexı1co, Mexico, 1946
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confrontation. the secular masters remembered wıth affection the grea
part played by that convent and its frıars iın establishing and Conserving
the unıversity during those difficult early + As tor the constıitution,
{} stipulated that the rector’'s term of office WOU be YCAar. 'Ihe deans
otf the faculties WEeTC LO presiıde OVCI the officıal acts of the unıversıty.
S* Luke W as designated the patron saınt of the unıversity. 'This Was
later changed LO St Mark Relations between the unıversıty and the
Domiminicans became better an the Dominıcan prı10r and lecturers of the
convent WEeIC invıted to the unıversıty. As Melendez saıd, the mother dıd
not enter the house of the daughter stranger.
oug. the unıversity W as secularısed, the intluence of the relig10us

orders Was not lessened. Indeed, ıt gradually became Lirmly entrenched
1in the structure of the unıversıty. In 16453 an 1653 the Dommiıcans
ndowed LtWwWO chairs of the ecology of St 1 HOMAS; 1n 1701 an 724
the Francıscans ndowed two chaırs of DuNns SCOTUS: 1n 713 the
Augustin1ans, three chairs of St AÄUGUSTINE: 1n 1725 the Jesuits ndowed

chaır of SUAREZ which W as withdrawn when the Jesulnts WEIC expelle
1ın 1767 Sınce heology Was the u  Nn of SCIENCES at the unıversıty, ıt 15
CaS Y to SCC how scholasticısm pervade the intellectual ıte of colonıal
Latın America.

Was JUAN ZUMARRAGA, Franciscan, who inıtiated the iıdea of
establishıing unıversıty 1in Mexico.® In 1537 he intormed the kıng that
Mexico Was in dire eed ot institution of Hıgher tudies and reminded
hım that he had permitted the foundatıon of unıversity 1n Granada to
tacıliıtate the conversion of Moslems LO Christianity. In Man y respects
the educational climate in Mexico Was INOTITC advanced than either eru

KEspanola. Jhe Francıscans had already established outstandıng
college tor Indian students, the college of Santa TZ de 'Tlaltelolco.®
In addıtıon, the Dominıicans had organized prıvate studıum 1n theır
convent 1n ZUMARRAGA Was also instrumental 1n bringing JUAN
PABLOS to set the first printing 1n 536 Despite his imprecatıons
XO the kıng, ıt W asS not untıl June 3, 1553 that the unıversity W as opened.
(lourses began the day following the opening Fray DIEGO PENA,
who W as5 pr10r of the Dominıcan convent, W as made professor of 1heo-
logy Ihe chaır of Canon Law Was entrusted LO PEDRO ORONES and the

(7+ARCIA ]CAZBALCETA, Fray Juan de Zumäarraga, prımer ob1spo de Mexı1co,
Mexi1Cco, 1875; CARRENO, Don Fray Juan de Zumarragza, prımer obıispo
arzobıispo de Mexıco, Mexico, 1941; Don Fray Juan de Zumarraga. Teologo

edıtor, humanısta inquisidor, Mexıico, 1950
6 BOrRGIA STECK, EI prımer coleg10 de Ameri1ca, Santa (ruz de T’laltelolco,
Mexico, 1944; OÖCARANZA, E1 ımperıal coleg10 de Indıos de la Santa Gruz de
Tlaltelolco, Mexıico, 1954; JUAN ESTARELLAS, ‘“ The college of Santa Cruz de
Tlaltelolco an the problem of Hıigher Education for ndians 1n sixteenth
century Mexico’, Hıstory 0} Educatıon QuarteriLy, (1962) 934— 943

JuUAN Jos  E OCRUZ MoYA, Hiıstorıia de la Santa- y Apostolıca brovincıa
de Santıago de Predicadores en Mexı1ıco [a Nueva Espana, vols., Mexico,
1949; CARRENO, Fray Domingo de Betanzos, uUnNndador Ia Nueva Espana
de la venerable orden domınıcana, Mexi1co, 1924
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chaır of the Decrees to BARTOLOME MELGAREJO. In the faculty of Arts,
JUAN (J3ARCIA lectured the logıc of Domingo de Soto chaır of
Sacred Scripture Wads established June and offered to the Augustin-
1an, ÄLONSO VERA RUZ Therefore, during the Very tirst yCar
of the unıversıty there WEeTC COUTSES 1in all the taculties eXCcept Medicine.

JIhe spırıt of the unıversıty ın these heroic days Was ell artıculated
1n the dialogue of FRANCISCO CERVANTES SALAZAR, professor of
Rhetoric. TLo the question, ..  can there be place eit tor wısdom 1ın thıs
and of ereced. he answered: ‘What 15 of value has WO  - the day an has
proved LO be INOTC powerful TIThose who teach far from theır home-
and ell those who study 1n the miıdst of pleasures and opulence
deserve greater privıleges .. Wıth the 1g. of wısdom they ave
dissıpated the darkness hıch enveloped the New Or. and 1n thıs WaYy
they ATC strengthenıing the Indians 1n the belief 1n and worshı1ıp of God,
which 15 transmıiıtted wıth greater purıty to posterıty.

1Ihe prologue fo the constıtution of 775 g1VES valuable insiıghts iınto  S
the hıstory of the unıversity of Mexı1ıco 1n the colonial per10d.* Ihe author
boasts that, SINCEe iıts openıng ın 1553, students received bachelor
degree an 172 the doctorate. Ihe graduates of the unıversıty Occupıed
ımportant posıtıons ın both secular and eccles1iastical tribunals of Mexico
an the slands of the Phillıpıines. Kıghty four became archbishops an
bishops, - whom WCEIC three ndıans. Many of ıts lawyers held
pOos1it10ns the roya audıencıa an VCIMN the councıl of the Indies.
In the faculty of Law, Dr ÄNDRES LLANON VALDES, professor of Civıil
Law, defended thesis of LWENLY four tıtles whiıle still colleg1an and
COu recıte by heart an Y paragraph of the Institutes. In Theology, JUAN

Dios LOZANO VALDERAS offered to ecture ANY pomint of the
Master of the Sentences for half OUur af his bachelor’s degree
examınatıon. In TT Don (3SREGORIO ÄLFONSO VILLAGOMEZ LORENZANA
an (LEMENTE ÄNTONIO PENALOSA FERNANDEZ VELASCO defended 150
artıcles of the first part of the Summa theologıca an 150 artıcles of the
first part of the Secunda of St I HOMAS respectively. In phılosophy,
Dr. PEDRO BASCONCELOS, blınd from bırth, mastered Grammar,
Rhetoric, Philosophy an Theology an Was made professor of
Philosophy AT the aADC of nıneteen. Ihe prologue also extolled the know-
edge of Fray FRANCISCO NARANJO, Dominiıcan, who recıted to the
letter the long artıcle 5, question 71 of Prıma Secundae of St 1HOMAS.

15 clear then that scholasticısm persisted untiıl late iın the eighteenth
century. What 15 INOTI'C, the prologue shows unmistakably the pervasıve
influence of IThomism 1n Latın America.

ÜERVANTES SALAZAR, Mexıco 1554 TIres dıdlog0os latınos, ed Dy GARCIiA
I]CAZBALCETA, Mexico, 1875, 19—37; (JARCIiA ICAZBALCETA, “ Francisco Cer-
vantes de Salazar . Bıbliografia meEX1CANA del sıglo AVI, NCW ed by MILLA-
RES CARLO, Mexico, 1954

Gonstitucıones de la eal Pontificıa unıversıdad de Mexico, Mexico, 1775;
prologue.
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ÄCADEMIC ÖRGANIZATION

Ihe chief executıve officer of the unıversıty Was the rector who Was
lected by eight counselors.1® Loyalty to the rector 4S head of the un1-
versıty Was en]joıned al] the members of the academic communıty,
and masters had fo take E oath of alleg1ance to hım ell the
students when they regıstered. Generally, he had o provıde all that he
deemed NCCECSSATY for the propcCcr functioning of the unıversıty in
accordance wıth ıts Statutes Hıs TCAa of competence nNnCclude: the settlement
of lawsuıts which involved masters an students insıde outsıde the
unıversity. However, crımınal 1n hıch blood Was shed WEIC outsıde
hıs Jurısdıction. { hıs exemption irom external Jurisdiction, eXCcEept 1in
crımınal 1n hıch blood W as shed, Was ONC of the most prized
privıleges of the unıversıty. 1 here WETIC INAalıy mınor duties of the rector.
He had to investigate peri0dıcally the tinancıal sıtuatıon of the unıversity,
attend all the ordınary meetings of the academic communıty, convoke
extraordınary meetıngs whenever NCCCSSATY, attend all public an prıvate
AaCts of the unıversıty, VCn those hıch WETIC not academıiıc ike funerals,
festivals, observe teachers, keep NC of the three keys of the Lreasury,
visıt the archıves twıce yYCal, and assıgn the subjects an tıtles of
COUTSCS for the Iollowing YCar at the end of the academıic YCAarT.

The chancellor W as appoınted by the king of Spain. His maın duties
WEeETC LO confer degrees and to preside OVET the examınatıons of candıdates
for the lıcentiate, doctorate and master’s degrees, and the process10ns
attendant upOon these degrees Glearly, the chancellor Was nOot powerful

the rector.
The admınıstration of the unıversıty Was tacılıtated by the organızatıon

of representatıve STOUDS called cloisters. TIThe cloıister of counselors
consısted of eight counselors and the rector an had their maın
responsıbility the election of the rector. The full academic cloister
comprised the rector, the chancellor, the counselors, the curators of the
LrEAaSUrY, and all who had hıgher degree from the unıversıty.

ere WEeEeIC three categorıes of professors. Proprietary professors WEeEIC
the academıiıc elite an held their chairs for ıfe Aftter twenty
SErvıCce, they COU. retire with only slight reduction 1ın salary. The
prıviılege of retiırement created the category of the substitute professor
whose tenure Was not less than four a TIThen there W as the professor
who held temporary chair who held his posıtıon for fixed term of
four d In the tradıtion of Spanısh unıversitıies, the SUCCESSION fo all
chaırs Was determined by act known opposıtıon. hıs method of
selecting the best candıdate WAaS, it W as oped, the most Just and
eliımiınated the poss1ıbilıty of bribery partıalıty. An elaborate set of
rules W as drawn for thıs PUurpOoSC. When chaır WaS vacant, the rector

JuLIO JIMENEZ RUEDA, Las constıitucıones de la antıgua unıversıdad de Mexı-
C Mexico, 1951, titles 1—111; SALAZAR ZEVALLOS, Gonstitucıones
ordenanzas, antıguas, anadıdas modernas de Ia eal Unwersidad Estudıio
General de San Marcos,; Lıma, 1735, tıtles FaN:  —
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summoned the academiıc councıl to inform them of the Vacancy Wiıthın
eig weeks, edıcts WEIC issued Invıtıng applications tor the positıon. 'Ihe
period tor submiıttıng applicatiıons lasted tor three months. When the
deadlıne WAas reached, the rector intormed each candıdate of the tıme of
the assıgnatıon of the subject hıch he Was to g1Vve trial ecture.

textbook used 1n that chaır W3a opened 1n three different parts and
the candıdate chose on Ihe ecture lasted tor OUr and halt. Each
student of the faculty 1n question had vote, hıch suggests that the
students had grea deal of intfluence at the unıversıty. O ave vote,
he had to be at least tourteen old and to ave taken COUTSC 1n
that faculty. Kormer students, students who possessed degree, and
masters WEIC not 1llowed LO vote. Ihe strıctest impartıialıty Was observed.
No O!  (D COUuU. recommend candıdate. Lf candıdate W as5 caught offering

T1De, hıs candıdacy Was iımmediately nullitied. Ordıinarıly, candıdate
who dıd not partıcıpate 1n the opposıtıon Was ineligible for selection.
However, ıf the testımony of physıcıan he Was ı11 and hıs abılıty
W as clearly known beforehand, he still remaıned legıtimate candidate.

the enN! of the lecture, candıdates WeTIC lowed to Say why they should
be preferred to the others. But account Was an y candıdate to iınsult
another. Ihe students of the Taculty then selected the best candıdate.

Professors WEeTIC obliged to ecture for half hour, dictating, and
another half OUr explainıng what they had dicetated 1ın Latın. A}
professors had to hand 1n theır ecture notes to be placed 1n the archıves
LWeNtLty days before the en! of the academic YCAar. JIhey WEIC not paıd
the tinal third of theır annual salary untıl] they did thiıs Irregularıty Was

especlally rowned UPOI, and punıshment ranged from reprıimand from
the rector to dismissal. In accordance wıth theır dıgniıty, tull professors
WeIC allowed to ave substitutes teach theır classes but tor INnOTE than
LWO months. 1f they had Jegıtımate CXCUSC, the maxımum per10d of
absence COU. be extended. 1f professor tell ill, he Was expecte to find

substitute S that hI1s students would not be without teacher. Full
professors retired after LWENLY d servıce and received {woO thiırds of
theır salary. Ihey continued to eN]OoYy all the privıleges, honors, and
exempti0ons of the unıversity 1n their retirement. As for the other Cat=
egorıes of professors, they had to undergo the PTOCCSS of opposıtıon

four. Atter three opposiıtions, temporary professor did not
ave fo partıcıpate in an Yy 1LNOTC opposıtions.

+ the student enjoyed wide priviıleges, he W as also OUnNn: by
discıplined academic ıfe He had to take oath to obey the reCctor, and
Was expected to attend all unıversıty ceremonıles. Allowed to select hıs
OW: odgıng, he Was warned not to live 1n neighborhoods that WEeTCGC
conducıve to iımmoralıty. Urged to be modest 1ın hıs dress, he could not
WCaTr bright-colore shırts, gold passementerie, embroidery, sıdeburns,
an pompadours, but the long cloak, cassock, an bonnet. ove all, he
could not ATINS ınto the classroom.
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DEGREES
No ON  '@' W as admıtted to the degree examınatıon unless he had

completed all the requıred COUTISCS at the university.!! In the faculty of
arts, students who elonge to relig10us orders WEeETC lowed to attend
COUTSES 1n theır OW.: schools but they had to produce proof that they
had fultilled the requırements tor the reception of degree. Credit Was
1Iso gıven for COUTSES taken at recognized unıversıtles 1n Spain. 10
recel1ve the degree of lıcentiate, the student had normally LO take five
COUITI5S5C5 after the inıtıal degree. Ihe examınatıon for the liıcentiate Was

complicated PTOCCSS and shows the love forI that Was typıcal
of the colonıal unıversıty. text W as chosen an the candıdate had LO
PTCDAIC efense of the conclusions he drew firom the text He then
took h1s conclusıons LO the rectior an asked tor perm1ss1ıon X98 publiısh
them On the day of the lecture, his SpONSOT, the professors, dressed 1n
theır formal academic OW1S, an the eadles wiıth their
shoulders went LO the candıdate's home to the accompanıment of muUusı1ıc.
Ihen they went to the rector’s ome LO invıte hım LO attend the ecture.
When thıs W as OC they accompanıed the candıdate and the rector back
to their homes. Ihe ext stage Was the prıvate examınatıon. Assıgnation
of the poınts for the examınatıon took place the day before the actual
examınatıon. On the mornıng of the examınatıon, INass of the Holy Spirıit
Was saıd an the 00 hıch he WOU. be examıned WeTC placed
the altar. Ihe examınatıon took place al nıght before five examıners
and Was called by students “the sad nıght  27 I5 the candıdate Was

successiul, he had LO g1ve the CUStOMAarYy fees LO the rector and professors
an invıte them LO dinner. To receive the doctorate, he petitioned the
rector who would convoke meetiıng of the academıiıc councıl to present
the credentials otf the candıdate. kor the commencement exercılses, stage
Was raısed 1ın the cathedral The royal, metropolıtan, an famıily coat of
TINS graced the stage. table Was placed the stage bearıng the
doctoral insıgnı1a, book of the gospels, and UrnNs for the fees. Before
the conferring of the degree, parade Was held in hıch musıcıans wiıth
kettledrums An ilutes marched, tollowed by the eadles with their
the professors in CAaps an 9 and the candıdate between the Ssen10Tr
Laculty member an hıs SPpONSOT. er the process10n, he lectured untiıl
the rector asked hım to StOP. Escorted by hıs SPONSOT an eadles, he went
to the rector an Lormally requested the degree. neelıng, he placed
hıs an the gospels an Was invested with the degree of doctor.
The doctoral insıgnıa WEeTC then placed the 1L1CW doctor by the SpONSOT.
He kıssed hım the cheek cept the kiss of » SIN of
brotherhood and friendship.” He then placed ring hıs finger:
“Accept this gold rng, signıfyıng the unıon between you an wısdom,
Aas it it WEIC yOUr beloved SpOouse. ” He SaVC hım the book “ Accept the
book of wiısdom that you Ca  ® freely and publicly teach others.” He
gırded sword hım Accept this golden sword, AS5 symbol of being

oldier Doctors must iight agaınst the VICES an CITOTIS of the soul
11 SALAZAR ZEVALLOS, op CI tıt. XI
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less than soldiers Light agaınst enemıiı1es.” Finally, the SPONSOT placed
pu hım Accept these golden PU  . For just gılded knights
charge savagely agaınst the Y doctors must charge agamst
1gnorance. ”

GURRICULUM
All students WeTC expected to take COUTSCS in the faculty of Arts before

entering ON of the higher faculties of aW, Medicine, Theology.?*?
J1here WEeTC three chairs of Arts Ihe Summulae logicales, Logic, an
Philosophy. Ihe student had to spen at least {two d attending COUTSECS
1n the taculty of Arts and then take examınatıon to receıve hıs
bachelor of arts degree. the examınatıion he answered nıne questions,
three the S5ummulae (one the first book of the Summulae, ONC
the Perihermene1as, and OIlC the S yllogismos), three logic (one
the Predicabilia, on  @' the Predicamenta, and ONM the Posterior
Analytıcs), and three Philosophy (one the Metaphysics, 07381  (D the
Predicamenta, an ONC the Posterior Analytıcs). Clearly the works
of ÄRISTOTLE exercıised profound inftluence the currıculum of the
unıversıties. mong the eXTIs used WEeEeIC the Kecognitio summularum, the
Dialectica resolutıo, an the Physica, Speculatio of AÄLONSO VERA
RUZ an the Gommentarıa ın unıversam Arıstotelis logıcam of the Jesuit,
ÄNTONIO Ruzı0.8 Both WEIC masters at the unıversıity of Mexico and
wrote these texts tor theır students. Indeed, in these works they sought
LO make the study of logıc INOTE interesting an sımpler Father RußBıoO
expressed this ell °It 15 NECESSATY to be sımple and plaın, that 1S, not
mıiıxed wıth varıety of interpretations NOr interrupted wiıth digressions
and questi0ons; thıs not only makes the of Ariıstotle dıiftficult to
but oppressive well: secondly, ıt cuts the thread of the Very argumen
discussed, rendering ıt less intelligıble and almost ınterminable. Therefore,

11l attempt sımple and plaın exposıtion. **
In the faculty of law, students used the tradıtional eCXtSs 1n Canon and

Civil Law the Decretum, the Decretales, an the COTDUS IUT1S cıwnlıs
consisting of the Digest, the Codex, the Institutes, and the Novellae.
In addıtion LO these FXES there Was the gloss Since creatıve actıvıty and
teaching centered the tEXT,; ıt Was ımportant that there cshould be SOINC
standard exposıtion accompanyıng the text gloss Glosses thus served
L RUEDA, OD C1t., tıt X H

Kor intellectual bıography of ÄLONSO VERA CRUZ, SCC artıcle
““Scholastic in the wiılderness: Alonso de la Vera p:  Cruz 1n ZM  y
NTONIO KUBIO Was natıve of Rueda, Spain. He had entered the Jesuit college
AL Alcalä 1n 1569 an: ame to Mexico 1ın 1576 The following yYCar he began
to ecture philosophy. In 1594 permission Was gıven to hım to receive the
licentiate an doctorate 1n Arts an Theology wiıthout haviıng to pay the normal
fee because he Was indıgent. He died March S, 1615 See FALCON GYVES,
E Antonio Rubi0, SUS comentarıos [os Liıbros de Anıma de Arıstöteles,
Mexi1co, 1945: PLAZA JAEN, TONLCA de Ia eal Pontıafıcıa Unwersidad
de Mexıi1co, ed by RÄNGEL, Mexıi1co, 1931, 168, 251

JosgE (GGALLEGOS ROCAFULL, EI Pensamıento MEX1CANO los sıglos XVI
AVIAL, Mexico, 1951, 306
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commentarıes to the text Law Was Very popular faculty. This should
not be SUrprısıng because 1in INany respects Spanısh colonization Was
inspıred Dy law For ıt Was the letrados INnenNn of law who organızedthe empiıre. 'Ihe audıencla, the maJor polıtical and administrative body1n the New World, comprised almost entirely of letrados. 1he fact
that [woO hundred thousand laws WEEIC passed between the discovery and
680 15 enough proof of the ımportance of law iın the New World.!>
Ihe E AL GET of master of Law 15 ell demonstrated 1in the ıfe of
FELICIANO VEGA.® orn in ıma 1in 1580, FELICIANO receıved his
lıcentiate 1in (lanon an Civil Law 1n 599 and Was ONC of the outstandıng
masters of the unıversity of 1ıma. As professor of awW, he dıyıded hiıs
lectures ınto treatises. 1Ihe probability otf each thesıs Was examıned
through arguments for an agaınst iıt hen it W as decided whether it
COU be accepted truth by faıth by physical, moral, ontologicalcertitude. Syllogisms drawn from the Bible, tradition, the testimonyof councıls dıd NnOTt xclude argumentatıon ase natural 1CAaSon At the
request of his students, he collected his notfes anı published them In [woO
volumes under the tıtle, Relecciones CANONLCAS sobre el segundo Libro de
las decretales. FELICIANO Was made bıshop of Popayan in 1631 an ıIn
635 he endowed the chaır of Moral Theology. hiıs COUTSC lasted ftor
four IThe Sentences of PETER LOMBARD formed the basıc text and
the syllabus Was organızed that the students tudied the sacraments
during the tirst {WO d an and contracts ın the tinal two
Significantly, there Was close relationship between Clanon and Civil
Law 1n the medieval unıversıty.

The first chair of medicine Was not established untiıl 5892 in Mexico
and the EXIS used WEeTC drawn irom the Greco-Arabic tradıtion, that 15,
the works of HIPPOCRATES, (GJALEN, and ÄVICENNA.!7 0Ug medicıine
made ıts WaYy into the unıversity curriculum rather late, there W as5

sıgnificant medical actıvıty. In 1527 PEDRO LOPEZ W as receıved the
tirst brotomedico of Mexico.18 protomedico W as naturalıst who
collected intormation plants, Lrees, etcs tudıed the envıronment 1n
hıch they STCW and made reports to Spain. He W as generally INOTEC
interested 1n those plants and herbs hıch COU be used tfor medicinal

In addıtıon., he acted controller of the practice of medicine.
He examıned candıdates for medical practice, tested rugs, and fixed
fees for examınatıons an licences. He also possessed discıplinary OWCTS
15 ALAGÖN BARCELO, ”I he role of the LETRADO, ın the colonization of
America”, Amer1ıcas 18 1961—2) 1—172; RKAFAEL ÄLTAMIRA, Andlıisıs de la Re-
copılacıon de las leyes de Indıas de 1680, Buenos Aıres, 1941; JUAN MANZANO,
Historia de las Recopiılacıones de Indıas, sıglo XVI, Madrid, 1950
16 EGUIGUREN, Diecıonarıo bıogrdfico hıstör1ıco, Lıma, 1940—51, vol I‘

MEDINA, La Imprenta Lıma, Santiago de Chile, 1904, vol I')
94, 207

OCARANZA, Hiıstor1ia de Ia medıicına Mexı1co, Mexıico, 1954:;: LASTRES,
Historia de Ia medicına DETUANG, Liıma, 1951
18 SALAZAR ZEVALLOS, op Cit:, tit VI; JOoHN TATE LANNING, Academıc Culture
1n the haniısh colonıes, Oxford, 1940, 102
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Aan! punished those who had violated the law. hıs office eventually
became triıbunal of justice. In 1646 1n 1ma ıt was stipulated that the
professor of Medicine had to be president of the trıbunal of the TOLO-
medico. The most distinguished professor of Medicine at the unıversity
of Mexico W AasS without doubt ÄGUSTIN FARFAN, Augustinıian, who
publıshed hı1s Tratado hreve de medıcına in 1597.19 Whiıile the study of
medicıne Was relatively dwarfed Dy the faculties of Law an eology,
there W as SEl enough actıvıty to justify ıts inclusıon maJor faculty
at the unıversıiıty.

Theology consisted maınly of the study of the Bible, the theologıca
questi10ons systematızed 1n the Sentences of PETER LOMBARD, an: the works
of I1 HOMAS ÄQUINAS.“° Ihe prerequisıte for entry into  l the faculty of
eology W as the bachelor of arts degree two an halfd of study
of Logic. On the 0391  (D hand, Logic SaVC the student the exegetical tools
tor biblical study; the other hand, ıt prepared hım for the INOTC

argumentatıve an speculatıve aspects of heology VeErYy ıimportant
eature of the study of eology W as ıts practical character. the un1-
versity of Mexıi1co, AÄLONSO VERA RUZ selected the topıc for
hıs COUTSC the rıghts of the Indians. In 1ma the COUTSC Moral
eology Was OPCN to the publiıc an held twıice week. In 1627 PEDRO
DE ÖNATE discussed the ega and eCONOMI1C aspects of contracts Aan! their
moral ımpliıcatıons hıch he later published De contractıibus. Another
Jesult, DIEGO ÄVENDANO, lectured the rıghts of the ndiıans Hıs
hesaurus INd1iCUS later became classıc.21

As for 1 homistıc studies, JUAN PEREZ ENACHO, Jesuit Aan!
professor of eology at the unıversıty of ıma 1ın 1620, typified ıts
ıimportance.“ In hıs commentarız an Summa theologıca sanctı I homae,
he egan with discussıon vırtue. Vırtue, he argued, WAas quality of
being, ike actıon Aan! passıon. W as not sımply quality of the mind
because the intellect otf ıtself COU. not AaCcCt 'IThe 111 W 3as vital faculty
because virtue an from the collaboration between the mınd and the
111 owards the x00d, hıch he defined the object of desire. 'Ihe
SUPTEMC good Was to identify oneself wıth God ‚very virtue erived
ıts form 1n God Ihe theological vırtues, namely, faıth, hope, an
charıty, could be gıven only by God Charıty depended upOoNn the divine
111 who dispensed ıt Dy hıs d'!  « Diıvıne did not depend upon

He Camme to Mexico ıth his three daughters who later joined the monastery
of OQur Lady Queen of Mexico. He joined the Augustinıans 1n 1568 and, after
obtaımıng papal dispensatıon to practice medicine, treated his patıents wıthout
charging fee He died 1n 1604 See (JARCIA ICAZBALCETA, Bıblıografia MEXL-
CANd, 236

RUEDA, 0ß CL,, tıt VI: ROBLES, “El movımıcento neoescolastico Mexico’”,
Fiılosofia Letras 108; Fılösofos MEX1ICANOS del sıglo AÄVI, Mexıico,
1950
21 PEDRO DE LETURIA, ‘““Misioneros extranjeros Indias SCSUN Diego de Aven-
397  dano Revista de la Exposicıon Miısıonal Espanola, 385—388

ARREDA LAOSs, ıda ıntelectual del ırreINALO del Peru, Lima, 1937,
147
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the worthıness of INnan WwWas unıquely the effect of the divine ll
I here Was ditference between free 11l an predestined will, judged
agaınst the CONSCIOUSNESS of od’s foreknowledge an Oomnıscıence. As
for the intellectual virtues, they created state of intelligıble hope of
SUPTEMEC wısdom, that 15, blessedness 1n the delıght of God He advised
hıs students to strıve for mystical ECSLASYy the an of satısf yıng the
human iıdeal God W as entity who possessed accumulatıon of
posıtıve human attrıbutes. He WAas g00d INa  - projected indefinitely,
dominated Dy the necessity to TCasonmn. On the question of evıl, he
predicated that ıt Was not prıvatıon but real entity. He therefore
conceıved of two princıples. But, in order to avoıd the charge of dualısm,
he made God the formal AU: of eviıl inasmuch God 15 the first au
of everything. Reason W as not free otency an COUuU not S1N. However,
the L1LCAaSON W as influenced by the 111 hıch Was the of SIN because
it yıelded to the passıons an sensıible appetites.

Ihe works of JUAN DıaAz ÄRCE, professor of heology 1n Mexico,
afford good ook at the study of the Bible.? Hıs Questionarıum
exponıtiuum Dro clarıor2 ınteligentia Lıbrorum, published 1n
1647, consisted of three books ın hıch he discussed the authority of the
bıble Was wrıtten, and ıts princıpal vers10ns. Employıng the tradıtional
methods of exeges1s, he presented multıiplıcıty of OP1InN10NS of these
questi0ns and then refuted those hıch did not meet hıs approval. He
published fourth book the biıble hıch continued the themes an
method of h1s PrEev10US work. Ihe scholastic spırıt Was especlally prevalent
In his SCTINONS In h1s exposıtion ot psalm 132, he explaıned that he
intended O follow the SaImnec method of St ÖOYRIL: ‘“Whenever wish
to comprehend An Yy passage 1n scripture, three things must be carefully
considered the time when ıt Was wrıtten, the CITSON who saıd ıt. an
what W as saıd an why ıt Was written.’”*4 He divided his exposıtion into
the proposıtion of everal argumen(ts, the treatment of the style of the
GXERLLES; his OW:' exposition, the resolution of the questi0ons that arıse an
fınally the interpretation of the several spirıtual SCNSCS of the pasSSaSsc.

In treatıng the spiriıtual SCNSCS of scripture, he distinguished between
the ailegorical, moral, mystical and analogical sSCNSCS hıs 15 interesting
because ıt reveals the orıentatıon of the study of sacred scripture at the
unıversıity. Kor him, the ıteral Was ımportant, but the ıteral
Was relative to the spirıtual SCHNSCS Grammar. rhetoric. and dialectic WEeETC

to introduction to the study of scrıpture. Scholarshıp and
virtue, the ıdeals of the Christian exican academıcıan, WeTC to be
erived from the particıpatiıon 1n the fruits of the spirıtual sSCNSCS of
scr1ıpture, obtained through scholarshıp.

Dr AÄRCE contributed to the deep-rooted Marian devotion 1n Mex1-
Co. Indeed, the constitutions of the Universities of Mex1co an eru

(GALLEGOS ROCAFULL, op Cıt., 255; PLAzZA JAEN, o Cil.; 416
Expositiua relectıo Super Psalmum 132, Mexıi1co, 1632, tolıo Ar Anı
Sermon predicado Ia Iglesıa metropolıtana de Ia ciudad de Mexı1co, Mexico,

16206, dedicatio.
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en]oıned the masters and students rıg1d and intflexible acceptanceof the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. He Sa Christ the
sovereıgn architect who built spirıtual tower ary) to chine thıs
WOoOr. wıth the 1g of In order to detend the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception, he Iluded to ÄRISTOTLE S conclusion that specıf1c
1CAasSon Was INOTC substantial than gener1c 1C450MN Ihe Concept of Peter,
he continued, Was INOTEC substantial than the concept of anımal. Ihe
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception Was substantial a  oug. ıt could
not be reasoned owards general Concept. T heology did nOot negate
scı1ence. elevated ıt an!' made it ublıme by teaching ıt truths that WerTrTe
not ın ıts nature tOo reach.

Hıs erudıtion must ave been quıte ast for he quoted from VINCENT
BEAUVAIS,; SAN ILDEFONSO, St ÄNSELM, St IHOMAS, St BERNARD, St

DIOonrYsIıus. (GREGORY the Great, PETER DAMIEN, St ÄUGUSTINE. St AÄM-
St GREGORY NAZIANZEN, St OYRIL, an RUPERT OF DEUTZ. On

the feast of the Natıvity of Mary ın 1631, he prefaced hıs SCTINON wıth
anecdote concerning St BONAVENTURE. He elated how St ONA-

VENTURE WAas HEG unable tO INOVE his congregatıon. Upon consulting hiıs
lıvying book, that i8; the crucifix. he Was old ...  to prea of mother an
all 111 be well.” Citing Ovıp, VIRGIL, an PETRONIUS, he elaborated

the themes of duty, lineage, anı destiny. Hıs hortatory conclusion WAas
magnıficent. Mary Was the dawn from whom lıght Was born. Like the
dawn che TOSC an: sprinkled the dew an lıfegiving annn mankind
She alone possessed the true lineage of vırtues.

'The intellectual ife of the colonial unıversıties of Latın America Was
thus moulded by the scholastic nature of their educational phılosophy.Structured an oriıented 1ın the Middle Ages, the colonıal unıversities
became the bastiıons of conception of the world INOTEC appropriate to the
later Middle Ages than necessarıly to their OW' tiıme an place 'The
hope that they WOUuU become the to transtorm the inequality and
in]ustice of the socıety Was not really achieved. To be SUTC, masters 1ıke
ÄLONSO VERA RUZ trıed to focus intellectual actıvıty the socıal
an econNOMI1C realıty of the New World One must not forget, t0O, the
sıgnıfıcance of the chaır of Quechua at the unıversıity of Lima Still, the
colonial unıversıties WETC essentially conservative institutions. hıs tra-
dition mean that they became defenders of the established institutions of
the soclety, not its crıtics. 'Ihe unıversity Was Sapıentia protecting the
Church (Pietas) an State (Fortitudo) hıs conservatısm allowed the
instıtutionalization ın the seventeenth century of the distasteful practiceknown the Limpireza de SANGTE, whereby students had to presentcertificate testifyıng they WEeTC of PUTr«C Spanish 00 The grea intluence
that the Church exercised the unıversity explaıns its central role in
that soclety. 'This o0k at the colonial unıversıties allows therefore to
SCC the exture of Spanish colonıal cıyılızation. Was clearly anımated
by the values of the Kuropean Middle Ages
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