
THE IMPACT OF THE INDEPENDENT CHURCHES THE
OGN

Dy Kenneth Enang
The appearance the relig10us of ast number of independent

churches of Ver 4,600 1n the last count:‘! in the continent of Africa in
the last OI! hundred d 15 most vıvıdly described by Prof Dr. AÄLAN
I 1IPPETT 81 tact of global significance when he pointed Out that
wıth the advent of the 1C rel1g10us movements 1ın the world miıllıons
of people AT experiencing something relıg10usly and culturally 11C
which INnaYy be the determinıng tactor in the world hıstory in the not
distant future?.

In Nigerı1a, the last sixty-Iour a  , after the eruption of the first
church of thıs CategorYy, have wıtnessed thıs phenomenon 1C 15 fully
unprecedented 1n the history of ıts relıgıon an iıts tremendous relig10us
ıimpact 15 overwhelming.

Since the first major mMoOovemen of thiıs kınd took rOOfs 115 the
Ijaw people in the Nıger Delta in 1915, ıts incredibly prolific spread has
captured almost all parts of the COUNLrYy wıth marked concentration
in the Southern reaches of the natıon. Ihey CEIMETSC wıth bizarre an
CUr10US ıke the church of the Lord, the Prophet Healing church,
the Sacred Order of Cherubim an Seraphım, the Brotherhood of the
(Clross an Star,; the Fellowship Church and the Apostolic Faıth, to INneN-
tıon but few.

Most of these movements ave breeding ground iın thaf have
been subjected LO westiern Christian Miıssıonary actıyıties and endeavour
breakıng AWAY ftrom them Some POSS5C55S extraordınary Lissilıty severing
AWUAY from the öl churches themselves in furtherance of their specific
aıms whiıle grea number of them cluster around the leadership of A

charismatic figure 81017 ormerly adherent of Anı y church In general,
they stand in ditferent aspects haltf WaY between the estern Christianity
1in Nıger1a and the traditional relıgıon of theır particular Aarca.

G(eneral C(‚,haracterıstics: Ihe NC churches share features which AL

COINMON An y ans! of the spectrum LO all of them.
Ihe acceptance an recognıtıon of the 0)81  (D God of the Bible and the

historic fact of Jesus the God sent Messiah
Jlhe Aan! o of the Holy Spirit ATC made evident ın

ecstatic S12NS ıke trances, spırıt pOSSESSIONS an speakıng in tongues.
Prophesy, interpretation of dreams, V1S10NS and predictions Arc other
manıtestations of the fruıts of the spirıt.

BARRETT, The African Independent Churches 1: W orld Christian
Handbook 1968,

Quoted after J URNER,; urther Dimension for Mission 1N: International
Review 0} Miıssıon 62 (1973) 3921
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Healing exercıse 15 pıvot of all church activities.
ere 15 powerful rESUTSCHNCE of Afifrican elie{fs, tradıtional

African religıon an world-view.
Central spirıtual dıscıplınes nclude fastıng, long PTFaycCIrs and COMN-

ession of S1NS.
HA strong affırmation of their right LO be both u11Ly christian an

fully Afrıcan independent of foreign pressures’®, hough nOotf all ATC

devoid of foreign influence, for example, SUupport anı lıterature.
An uncritical uUusSs«c of the Bible the only and exclusıve compendium

of Christian belief An exercıse. Women AL gıven prominent cshare
1in spirıtual leadershı1p and admınıstration.

cır ımpact OUT Nıgerıan Socıet y
In the ontext of this general outlıne, chall NO SUPVCY how these

El churches exert SOINC ıimpact upOonNn OUT soclety.
Politics: TIThe post-mission LICW relig10us mMmovements have in part

the christian relıgıon theır matrıx. This religıon has been champıon
of relig10us and political reedom 1n INan y parts of the WOT. Its Bible
has propagated od’s liıberation of Israel from the Kgyptian Oppress1ion.
Although the hoa of South Afrıca had between 815 an 857 sought
reedom from the foreigners ın holy Wal under ıyvınely inspired
leader who Was influenced by christian ideals, a  oug abundant
evıdence prevaıls about relıgi0-polıtical disturbances not unconnected
wıth relig10us eaders ıke John Chilembwe in the then Nyasaland of
1915: the revolts 1ın Belgıan Congo from the Epikıilipikıli movement of
1904 to the Kıtawala troubles of 1925, a.  oug SIMON KIMBANGU W as

surpressed in 1921, thıs general pattern 15 not traceable wiıth full force
1n Nigerı1a.

Our political nationalısm has developed INOTC less wıth ımıted
nt1 colonial {eelings. Yet the Natıonal Church of Nigerl1a, ONC of the
early and L1CW churches iın Nıgerl1a, wasn’t completely EMPLY of polıtical
motiıves. provıded iındırect upport for the early Zaukist movement
in the political sphere. IThough ıt remaıined orthodox an nglican iın
policy, the Nıger Delta Native protectorate Church maniıfested indepen-
dent identity and became about 920 1SSue the Afrıcan spiritual an
political independence*.

Ihe L1CW churches in Nigeria ATre basıcally relig10us ın their origınal
CONCErn an actıvıtıes, for INa Y of theır adherents ell christians
from the western churches, ave been formed by the lıberating MECSSALC
of the Biıible an therefore ATC alıve LO bear the torch agaınst anı y polıtical
enslavement should it raıse ıts head ın Nıger1a

JT URNER, Afrıcan Independent Ghurch, Oxford 1967,
b JTURNER,; Religious movements 1n the modernızatıon of Afrıca 1n he
Journal 0f Relıgion ın Afrıca 11 1969 47
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Agents of Unification:
TI he trıbal affiliations iın Nigeria before an after OUT natıonal 1n  de-

pendence has been incredıble ven iın the present admınistration the
divısıve influence of trıbalısm 15 S{T1 treatenıng OUr natıonal exıstence
an digging OUT OW: TAaVCS. On an y platform of ıfe an CVCN in
unexpected quarters, the ıimpact of trıbal Components has been strongly
felt Ihe ArTINnYy has not been grea SUCCECSS here despite the rOSTAMMA-
tic proclamatıons of the Fkederal Government to SUPDIC5SS trıbalısm.

One strikıing eature of the LIe churches 15 their abılıty tOo transcend
ethnıc STOUDS, Janguage barriers an peoples. Ihe Nıgerıan Aladura

of churches has mounted huge ecclesjastical arch spannıng
anı y peoples from Nıgeri1a to ana an Liberia LO Sierra Leone, thus
bridging INnanıy trıbal STOUDS -  nto single people which honours God in
accordance with the rıites an rubrics of ONC single church. Unıity of

and trıbes 15 Obvıous aiım of the christian relig10n. 'The
of of them In the Christian Council of Nıgerl1a 15 not only INOVEC

LO popular recognıtion of theır status but factor which lınks them wıth
christians of er denomiınatıons.

I{Ihe early West Afrıcan Nationalists ıIn the CId of BLYDEN an
the Or1gın of the early independent churches 1ın Nıgerı1a at the end of the
9th century WEIC moved by the 1  z  dea of single all-Afrıcan Christian
church tor West Africa.

In Nıgerian towns where miılıtary quarters ex1st, ıke bak an Ikot
Ekpene, ‚0381  (D Ca  w observe soldiers of Yoruba orıgın sıttıng happıly wiıth
those from Hausa trıbes in Annang independent church prayıng
fervently to G0od and ookıng together, 1n A an ymns, for
spırıtual satisfaction. There 15 also evıdence of trıbal ınteractıon NS
tribes in other town-based congregations. hus non-1Ibo INnaYy be warmly
received by the Cherubim an Seraphim in Enugu Oniıtsha, inter-
marrıage encouraged an the spırıt of brotherhood elevated.

One Ca  ® Sa Y that where these movements in trıbe, the character
of such movement alters from tribal to multi-tribal: tribal differentia
decline in ımportance an membershiıp 15 extended to nclude people
from other ethnic ZTOUPS. W iıithout thıs extensive PC, it would be
dıitficult to comprehend why INan y proud Annang 1ın the Brotherhood
of the Cross and Star could willingly INOVC LO (lalabar to work for
everal days for theır charısmatic leader, ()LUMBA LUMBA Özßv, it 15
often alleged, although the dıvıne status and the eavenly PGVETGHE|

gıven to hım could INOVEC hıs members to direct their steps to hım Just
at the word,

Religi0us ımpact:
Ihe 1CW religi0us movements represent in wider context, inter-

actıon between the ımmiıgrant christian relıgion of estern ımport an
the traditional relıig1on of the Afrıcan people J radıtionally, Nigerians
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believe Supreme Being commandıngz and College
of divinities actıng his intermidiaries wıth specific soc1al anı reliıg10us
roles In the mıdst of this belief the Biblical monotheısm wiıth
Jesus Christ the only mediator between 1898020  - anı God Jesus OChrist

powerful EXOTrCIST and the Holy Spirıt grea force the direction of
the church

TIhe independent churches have accepted this fundamental christian
ethos Iheır powerful CINETSCNCEC has pushed the belief the christian
God of the Bible and the father of OUT Lord Jesus Christ tOo the fore
Wiıth belief the CAOUICIZINS actıvıtıes of Jesus Christ the tradıitional
gods AT beginning LO reiire into obscurıty Ihe torrential tropıcal aln
washes AWAY day after day the dıitferent cshrines of the gods into the
11L1VCEIS to SIVC place LO the settung of independent church
matter how SMa 1t where the tather of OUTr Lord held devotion
an TAalSC In the former religi0ons of the partıcular trıbes VerYy TITEe-
quently formal specific worshi1ip W as paıd to the called deus
absconditus, to borrow irom the Janguage of the Philosophy of eligıon
Though there Was intormal recognıtıon of deus Ot10SuUs SUPTEME
and unıversal he W as approached through system of lesser dıyınıties

ancesiors But the ‚9a churches the hıdden God INOTE hıdden
the phenomenological CONCEPL of ot10se hıgh God operatlıng
remoteness replace by beliet characteristic of the udeo-Christian
monouotheistic tradıtıon: od ı proximate fo INnan

Christians COMIMINS from trıbal tradıtions of diversified divıinıties AT

undergoing StroNg relıg10us mutfatıon that 1T not the dıttferent
single an 0Ca gods AS featured the hıstory of ancıent religı10n
where for example the Magna Mater incorporated Man Yy 0Ca goddesses
of matern1ıty and fıdeliıty Isis the popular Keyptian deıity the
Hellenistic per10d 16 allıed wıth the goddesses Demeter Aphrodite
an Pelagıa the Near ast veriıle God which combined the
attrıbutes of weather god bestower of fecundıty, vegetatıon GLE. wh1  C  ©
AaTe responsıble for the ıfe avours but the O1l (+0d of the christians
hıs StTOoNg monotheism stands Out the Nn CANurches an influences
the people agaınst the polytheistic monolatrıes of OUT ditferent tribal
relig10ns posıtıve impact the SOC1LELY exerted Dy thıs 'hanged CON-
SC10USNESS the rıtual performances In 0Ca relig10us CIECINONIES partly
the clan an partly the aitectie individual hıs famıly ırcled around
the altar of sacritice oday the observable trend rıtual aspıratıons
of the N churches embraces larger numbers of rıtual partıcıpanis,
haıned together spırıtual brotherhood

The atfluence of Man y NC churches V'  M village an town COTNCI
has influenced Man y Nigerians tO teel the need of belonging al least LO
ON church The Old G0d an the SP1IF1£S of the Nigerian WOT.
ave been demoted to DIVC place to arch-angles, angles and prophets.
The elief ı withcrafit has been weakened ı INanıYy of the 1C churches

the church eaders combat with praycr Irom wiıthin witch doctors.
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Orbiting the same plane of decline are the traditional magıc and
medicıine. Qur natıve doctors 1n Ian y parts of Nıgeria AI 1LNOIEC

enjoyıng the boom otf SOM LWENLY A0 ın their trades. Rather
they ATC NOW gynashıng theır teeth wıth sacred nostalgıa at theır g107Yy
of the past an wail woelully Ver the lost paradıse. nstead of consulting
ortune ellers, INanYy Nigerians have resorted LO the pastors and Van-

gelists LO decipher, hrough the Holy Spirit, the dark perplexıties g9f
human ıfe an LO offer dırections an alternatives.

Individuals who might want ontact wıth SOINC gyods of their former
relıgı10on have the opportunity of amıng experience of mystıcal
nature with revelations from God, Jesus angels. Specifically, the
actıyvıtjes of the Holy Spiırıt have made grea reconcılıation between
the spırıt nvaded world-view of the Afrıcan an the of od’s
Holy Spirıt ın the World ot Nigerı1a.

United in ceremon1es wıth the old churches when needs be,
ecumeniıcal spırıt enunciates their approaches and ın thıs ashion CON-
tributes to the reduction of interdenominational anımosıty an rather
promotes inter-church actıyıties.

M1SS10NAary spirıt characterizes the NC churches. Ihey AT restless
ın huntıng for LG members and for makıng converts 'V from the old
established churches. 'Thus the Brotherhood of the (lrOoss and Star WIL  +
ıts headquarters ın (Jalabar hasn’t only members from the (lalabar
municıipalıty alone but has INanı y of them scattered the maınland of
the State The Christ Apostolic 15 strikıng grea efforts fo penetrate with
the Christian MECSSADC densely populated DYy muslims. Ihe Cherubim
and eraphım has branches coverıng several places an LOWNS in Anambra
an Imo States whiıle the Aladura churches Springıng from estern
Niger1a have been M1SS10Nary in extending its eal LO OV:'! Ghana,
IL.uberıja and the Sierra Leone. he Aladura has VCN established cenires
in London an Munich Afrıcan m1SS10Nary endeavour

Striking ın theır relig10us infiluence 15 the Ilooding to townships
with prayıng an an rel1g10Us STOUDS. TIThe Sunday AD DCATANCC of
pseudo Rev Sisters in their white °  n reaching to the ground an
veıls, SCWT1 wiıth extira fancy, accompanıe by theır brothers 1ın Romanlike
an theatrical Loga of Varı0ous S1Z€S, convert the usual quıiet atmosphere
of ireets the day of the Lord into march-route tor soldiers set At
battle aY.

Not tO be underestimated 15 the booming out of hymns of African
orıg1ın {O fill the alr ın the evenıngs an at mid-night. 'The uSe of sound
boxes NO al different socıal functions Ca  a be traced back to those
independent churches which gather at cCıty COTNEeTS in the evenıngz 8
shout out the of the Lord 5ät the LOP of theır VO1CEeSs wiıth the help
of megaphones and relig10us records.

Specific relig10us creatıvity 15 highly CONSP1ICUOUS iın theır Nn riıtuals.
As mentione already, the independent churches stand ın between the
chrıistian relıgıon and the Afrıcan world-view. In belief, they have
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incorporated admirably much from the Bible but 1ın practıce there has been
revival of tradıtional Afrıcan relıg10us methods certaın cultural

renalıssance. 'Their creatıvıty hıes in the equıdıstance and alance they
Lry LO strıike between the twoO relıg10ns. uch of the Afrıcan symbols
iıke walter, salt an 1g have been modelle iın theır rıtuals iın lıne
wiıth the Bıblical drift of thought

Bıble €SSONS taken lıterally 1ın Man y churches AT much coveted. In
thıs WAaYy the Biıble has become the only lıterature an compendium tor
the formulation of church polıcy. hus bıt of bıblıcal lıteracy 15
propagated R0 ıllumınates the mıinds an ıfe of Man Yy Nigeri1ans
&1VINg them bıblıcal an chrıstian ethics LO be basıs of ıfe We need
Christian words to g1Vve SOT1C direction iın ıte in COUNLrY lıke Ur

where moral decadence an wickedness AdIiIc the reignıng tunes of
individual and publiıc ıte

Socıal ımpact
I he term social be used 1n loose to welcome varıety of

1SSues.

a) Mowve toward modern forms 0J socıety:
TIhe tradıtional Nıgerıi1an socıety 15 built uDON relig10us cosmology

which CXPITCSSCS an offers it SUpPOTT. Influence in polıtics, decisions anı
sanctions ALC made only by chie{fs an rulers of trıbal institutions who
ABEn SOrt of sacred PCTSONS, 1T hıs 15 ONTLOCTACY.

Coupled wiıth ıt 15 geroNtoCcraCy. Only the V1CW of the old jı  - have to
prevaıl oung INCN an children have LO stand 1in deep AW! and —

verentıal respect of them Relig10us functions ALIC the exclusıve &U
gatıves of chiefs older LHCH: Administrative an governmental
machineries of the socıieties ATC wielded solely by them and people of
yOUNSCI generatıions AIc denied share VCn ıin the lowest uns of the

ladder.
But the LICW relig10us movements P the ground wıth the r1SEe of

INC  - to be church eaders an prophets 1in theıir OW: right, thus
Z1Ving powerful thrust to the advent of the ASC of yOUNSCI people
with 1L1C ideas an fresh impetus for their church admıiıniıstration which
isn t without impact upon the secular sphere.

The foundations uDON which chiefs alone stood 1ın tradıtional socıet1es
ATC cshaken when IC raıse theıir VOo1CEeSs 1ın matters of religion
an polıtics.

'There 15 therefore efined desacralization of the Nıigeri1an socilety
an departure from specific form of Afrıcan culture.

When OPCH the of ADC long Kuropean history LO read about
the struggle X90 do AWAdY wıth the Sacred Kıinship, for example ıIn the
French Revolution, an Sacred Monarchs, the transformation from
chiefship 1n Nigeria to plural relig10us socıety in peaceful WAdY by
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the 11C chur'ches in such ımıted of time, one must commend
the churches for theır {torts They AT moving ea of theır time.

Ihe Role of Women:
Our tradıtional socıety has respect for Their vo1lces AT

neither heard LIOT their adviıce taken, let alone being gıven share in
the relig10us practices of the socıety. We have VEr Oppressive religi0n
considered 1n the setting of this ontext W hen 10 SCC V1S10NS,
heal,; tall ınto irances an prophesy in the LICW churches, they d1iCcC 1N-
ırectly being lıberated trom world-view that OPPTESSCS them Ihey
AICcC gıven their rights. Ihey AdIc changed ıIn their sStatus from passıve
onlookers to actıve AaCfiors the relig10us stage of the natıon 1ın parts
ot the COUNfIrY.

Ihe Ghange ın Hıstory (‚ONSCLOUSNECSS:
Behind the cultural transtormation of the socıety lurks the ıdea  ® of

socıety set wiıthıin different historical perspective. Our traditional
socıety believes 1ın the myth of the eternal repetition of events. We AT

essentially cyclic in utlook hus Nan y Nıger1ans ook behind history
to find CO1LNINON OT1g 1NSs and mystical past which g1ve orders for the
present society. As in other archaic socıeties, relig10us lıe In the
regular and continued renewal of vitalities of INa  - and nature.

Into this repetitive VIECW of history drops the semiıt1ic outlook wıth
into the ftuture. No phase of tıme 15 absolute. People ave OM

LO the recogniıtion that hıstory 15 movıng ea towards tultilment
'This allows for changes prop«Ccr plannıng. I hus the Ayetoro COTIN-

munıty of Nıgeria could embark uponNn extensive eCONOMI1C plan for
ıts weilers Elements of {lex1ibilıty CR  w} be introduced iınto relıgıon an
polıtics an the vitalities of 1E Afrıcan ex1iıstence gıven theır due
place.

par from the influence it has iın forms of relıgı0n and politics, the
Drogress1Ve, historical WOT. V1EW has Itered the tradıtional polygamous
State oug INAaLLY who establısh the NC CAUrches do because they
had been denied polygamous status ın theır old churches and INanYy In
the 918 churches ST1 retaın polygamy, there 15 chıft of emphasıs in
the mıinds of the yoOoUunNSCIr folk Monogamous ideal 15 being recognized
an upheld.
d) AÄAssıstance ın Socıal IIEs

TIThe belief in spirıtual, evıl OWCTIS 15 StronNg ın the minds of INany
Nıgerians. Many who LrOOP nto fowns ın search of jobs bandon their
SCCUTE envıronments and AT exposed to unemployment an the hazzards
of town ıfe where employment does not NOC theiır door.

T’he CONSCIO0USNESS that the Holy Spirit operates ın these LEW churches
to reveal the dark obscurıtıes of ite drıves MNan y iınto such churches for
consultations. The H  < churches welcome the challenge an INOVC z  nto
this ATrcCa LO help Counsels AIC gıven to the spirıtually threatened. IThose
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persecuted Dy the charms of theır neighbours an enemiı1es ATC gıven
spiırıtual attentıion. IThe unemployed find welcomıng hands and other
soc1ıal eviıls ike prostitution, increasıng deliquency on the youth an
alcoholism ArC effectively combated.

In this ashıon the 1C churches offer place LO INAalıy tOo feel aF ome
an sound spiriıtual basıs for their socıal and relig10us securıty.

Ihey PTaYy An atter praycers ManYy, twisted DYy ditferent problems of
lıfe, CXDOSC ın contidence the urdens of their hearts to theır tellow
church members, especlally the elders an pastors, who TeEA them with

admirable degree of patıence an devotion. Ihe words of COTINIUU-

nıcatıon they enter into  - ave at the taıl en nothıng short of itremen-
dous relief fo urdene souls. John enrty Newman has creditably
pointed out that by “"means of words the secrets of the heart ATC broucht
to 1g. paın of soul! 15 relıeved, hıdden grıe 15 carrıed off, sympathy
conveyed (and) counsel imparted”®.
e) Shapınz of Gonscıence:

marked distinguishing eature iın the 11C churches 15 the beneticial
influence they exert upOoN the shaping of their adherents’ conscıiences.
Our society has shame culture instead of gul OC And wiıth that
it 15 preit£y difficult to get OUT people LO arrıve at the knowledge of what
AT wrongful acts 1in the socıiety. 190028  - Ca  - damage his W1  fe and famıly
through hıs marrıage infidelity. No pricks of cConscience AI felt ere A

far hıs deeds AT not exposed. Abortions because of the fear not LO
bear the cshame of ıllegal child-birth ATC NO winnıng ]oyous
approva of the ma Jjorıity of OUT Nigerians. Here chame OVETDOWCTIS the
conscience. I he bribery gıven to OV'! disgraceful ee perpetrated
DYy highly placed individuals 15 direct offspring of culture of shame.

15 into this culture that the NC churches drop their MCSSAHC. The
ConsciencCe of the people AL called back from their exıiles and mora|l
slumber. People ATC preached to to distinguish between T1g and WTONS,
LO lısten fo the Vvol1ces of God ın theır conscıences. Where they went
WTIONS, tasting, praycr an the conftfession of S1NS wheel thıngs right
agaın. fo thıs ıt 15 pleasantly noticeable that the members of these
churches resist [920824 eeds, not because they ATC afraıd of public
exposıtion but rather because of damagıng theır relatıonshıp wiıth God
and of po1sonıng their conscıiences. In amoral and unjust socıety liıke
OUT OW.: the eiforts to show the people the SUPTEIMMAC of conscıence and
guilt VT ILCTC cshame 1S praiıseworthy pursuılt, NECCSSaL Y realıty for
the basıs of the moral survıval of the people.
L) T’he Miınistry of Healıng

Another ATITCAa of pastoral activity 1ın the 6{5 churches 15 LO be found
ın the medical realm. OQur hospitals AI woefully equıpped, the condıtions

Quoted after HAROLD STAHMER, Speak that HLG 'Y CcE Thee, New York 1968,
(268
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in the few ave AT beyond human capacity to endure. Patients ArC
exposed LO long hours otf waiıtıng tor days before they ATC reated. The
attıtude of SOINC medical personnel make INanıy detest hospitals. Some ot
OUT impatıent natıve doctors grabbing wıth financial dissatisfaction
abandon the hospitals in favour of exhorbitant prıvate clinıcs.

15 not the health of the people 5 a 15 uppermos ıIn the minds
of SOINEC but their ecConOMmI1C advantages. Where the quality of hospitals
COU be improved by the of willing anı raıned medical doctors,
perhaps otf foreign Or1g1n, uncalculated check their comıng into
the COUNITY. ospita bılls 1U  $ astronomically high LO patıents AaWaY.
In socıety lıke OUTS, yOoOu only meet irustrated people in the sphere of
health Here do the NC churches OPCNH NC grounds for medica]l
ServVıICes. Fhey heal

As the spiırıt directs, Man y curatıve steps ATIC taken to relieve the paıns
of those who have taıth in hospitals because of the exısting condıtions.
Psychosomatic troubles tound 1n developing natıon ıke Nıger1a AT
offered AaVENUECS of growth. W omen ANX10US about childlesness receive
successful assıstance. To0 otfer all these treatments 15 not taken
to the practices of tradıiıtional medicine but pPraycCIrS, fastıng an CO1M-
ession of SINS an taıth in G0d AT C the usual an hıs 15 1M-
pressive impact upPOoN OUTr soclety. TIhe help gıven LO the POOT who cannot
meet the swallowing hospital bılls 15 a commendable exercI1se.

Ambiıguitzes
While the 1 churches ATC positive in different directions, SOTMNC of

their practices AIc negatıve to the society. 15 of PTrODCT influence
when churches ıke the Apostolic Faith, the Christ Apostolic an others,
consolıdate hopes and Taith In PpraycdcrS, holy water an fasting, 1gnorıng
medical treatment that COUu. ring faster relief surgıcal attention
that alone INAaYy SAaVC ıte wWOMan from the Apostolic Faith died in
Okon last Aprıil in her first PTESNANCY for EXErCISING etfusal TO accept
hospital and maternıty arec.

The unrealistic attıtude of Man y church eaders who raıse themselves
to celestial f1gures and status Ca  =) hardly be described meriıtor10us. Of
greater danger 15 the fast tendency of SOTLLC churches generatıng into  n
pseudo-religions mutatıng into commercialized healıng homes where
the UuUsSe of PIaycr alone turns LO be NCW form of the old tradıitional
magıc. In such healing en(tires, ıt 15 not the health of the patıents which
claims importance but the econOmMI1cC fortunes of the charlatans, quacks
an commercıal pırates.

The StronNg this-wordly-concern wıth present an fast blessings 15 not
complete mark of true church Where the 1S expelled from

Christian experience the authenticıty of such church Carrıes arge
question mark. Despite these ambivalences, the 1SEe an spread of these
churches ATC interesting and fascinatıng and cshould arrest OUT attention
INOTE than ıt has hıtherto been the Aase.
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