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Lt 15 ıroniıcal that the Spanıis colonizatıon ot Mexıi1Cco, which Was character-
ized by PXCESSIVE suffering the part ot the natıve population, witnessed the
eXpression of SOIML1LC of the humanıstic trends that Furope at the LU)
of the sixteenth The educational, soclal, and political actıyıtıes of the
Francıscans, Domiinicans, Augustinlians, Jesults WEI'C the fruit of reforms
that WEIC takıng place kurope priıor the TECSUTSCIHLCC oft
studies the works of Thomas Aquinas, the influence of TASMUS Spaın,
and the reforms of the relig10us orders formed the ideological basıs of the
pro-Indıan movemen! ıts truggle wiıth the colonists.} ALONSO DE, ZORITA,
layman, Was member of thıs MOvemen! that W as conducted for the MoOSsStL

part by the relig10us orders. Hıs work 15 especı  Yy significant that it
provides the analytıcal Iiramework by which OI}  (D understand LNOITIC clearly
the struggle of the pro-Indıan missiıONaAarIles.

LONSO ORITA W ds tireless worker for the pro-Indian graduate
law from the unıversıity of Salamanca 1540, he MUuUst surely have been

exposed the humanıstıc ideas of Vıtora. He Carmne Santo Domingo
1548 and SOINC nıneteen al the New OT| serving the
audienclas of Santo Domiingo, Guatemala, and Mex1co before retirıng
Spaim 1566 Hıs Brief and SUMMATY Relation OTds of New ain, wrıtten

hıs retirement, contained hıs observatiıons the CuUuStOMS otf the natıve
population and the eftects of the Spanıs colonization it.“ Trenchant hıs
erıticısm of the Spanıiards, he mınced words describing the catastrophic
COMNSCUYUCTICCS of the Spanısh ESL. Yet, hıs sensıtive portrayal ot the
socıal relationships of the natıve Mexıicans, he iımphcitly evealed his OWI)

humanıstic V1IsS1ON and spiırıt that mMuUsSstL without doubt ave been the inspira-
tiıon tor hıs well-kno integr1 commıtment Justice. This spirıt W dsS

forged, at least part, by hıs acquaıntance wıth LAS CASAS, ERNARDINO
SAHAGUN, (GERONIMO MENDIETA, 1 ORIBIO MOTOLINIA, ÄNDRES DE, (OLMOS and
FRANCISCO LAS NAVAS, AILONS the friars, and PABLO NAZAREO, the Indian
FreCLIOr of the college of Santa Cruz de Tlaltelolco, whose humanıistic wnt1ng
ZORITA saıd he sed wrıting hıs OO0

In hıs tItreatmentTt of the governmen of TE-CONQUESL MexIi1Cco, ZORITA
abored show that the rulers WEeTIC NOTL LyTants but NC  - ot sterling character
whose CONCEITNMN for the welfare of their people Was ot p aramount iımportance.“
Generally, the eldest SO  > succeeded his er but f he WCIC incapable of
ruling the choice fell another SO grandson. It worthy SUCCESSOT
could be found, the nobility then selected the SUCCE6ESSO. In this WaY the
48 al Alexander, the rulers WeTIC LLLOIC concerned wiıth eaving SUCCESSOT

capable ot governing theiır ands and vassals than wıth leaving their inherit:
e SOINS grandsons’”. The sacred character of the ruler Was



demonstrated the CItUu: he had undergo. The ruler-elect yCar
LW temple performing PCHANCC. At nıght he slept MaL, ge  g at

appointe times burn incense before the altar. Durıng the day he sat
the ground. The pomt behind this exercıse Was remınd that he
be ways vigılant for hıs people. After thıs preparatıon, he Wäas invested at
the temple. ZORITA aNX10US show the king of Spain that the relig10us
underpinning of Indian government parallele: that Spain. Of COUTSC, he

quick pomt Ouft that Oug! they performed INanıy ommend
religi0us AaCts like gıviıng hanks their idols and distributing alms, “*their
works WCIC like bodies wıthout eal because they had owledge of the

Yet,; ZORITA Was mindful that his political IS had sed
Indian relig1i0us practices the Justification for their dominion OVCI the
natıves. So, he emphasized that the natıves attended their relig10us
devotion wıth serlousness, dignity, and humanıty In ıts exhortation
astıng and discipline, he seemed ımply that Indian religion W d SOIMINIC

sımilar Christianity. He did NOL mention the tuals where human
sacrıfıce W d offered, other wriıters had done, partıcularly those opposed
better conditions tor the Indians But that Was because the polarısation of
political ıfe the Indıan question Wds extreme, that ıt Wds dithcult
present IMOTC balanced treatment of thıs question. It Was sufhcient tfor hım

show the humane and ıvilızed 3.SPCCIZS.
The ruler W ds eminded that he Wds the instrument of Justice

punısh the wıicked and help the weak. He W aAs be .. BE cal helter and
protection for all’ listen the advıce ot the aged, and encouraged
tollow the footsteps ot hıs predecessors: “Consider that yOUT forbears
knew hardship and AT ruling OVCTLT theır realm did NOL sieep free ot
CaTC; they SITOVE increase their realm leave of themselves.
The order ot things that they eft Was NnOotL established sıngle day They
took arc console the POOT and afflicted, the people of small IL11Ca1s They
honored the aged because they ftound go0od counsel them. They willingly
assısted the needy. ” Contrary charges that the natıves WECIC 1gnorant
ungrateful, ZORITA fırmly and sıncerely stressed their generosıty and the
atıonalıty of their socılety. It W as fear for the cruelty of the Spaniards, he
remarked, that caused thıs natural SpONLaNEOUS €Sss LU
distrust. The underlying philosophical idea ZORITA W dsSs endeavouring
communıcate Was that the matter of SuccCessicN and election of rulers the
natıves WeEeTIC following the principles of Natural Law and, 9 “Canon

C  S: LAaWw, although they WEIC ıgnorant ot thıs  27
The Thomist interpretation ot Natural Law W as vVOSUuC panıs.

unıversıiıties the sixteenth CENLUTYy formed the basıs of the development
of the theory of the dignity of uman beings.“ For Aqumas, the Natural
Law Was the rational creature’s partıcıpatıon the eternal law, ımprint ot
the dictates of Dıyıne providence.* They constituted commandments of
1CAasSONMN that WEIC required tor the common good. By the COrTECL usSse of his
intellect, Was therefore capable of lıving moral ıte because moralıty
derived ıts oodness from the rule of L1LC4SO1). The Salamancan theologians

51



sought Cları thıs notion. Obviously, ıt Was relevant the development of
their OWI)l DOSsItONS the colonizatiıon ot Ameriıca. For them, I'CSPCCt an
dignity should be extended Indians less than Spaniards because they
WEeTC rational eEINgSs. In hıs analysıs of Indian CUSLOMS, Zorıta clearly wanted

confirm the rationalıty of the natıve peoples. Indian political and socıal
relationships merely supporte the conclusions of the eologıans. FRANCISCO

VITORIA DOMINGO SOTO had argue that such Justice,
worship of God, and tempera.nce WCCIC natural and self.-evident. They could
be grasped Dy the intelligence enerally supported by experlence. As
SOTO PuL 1t, natural law Was ONM all hnumanıty: °For there CVi
be AL1LYy INCI, however incoherent and barbarous, long they AI their
right minds, whom this of truth 15 NOL obvıous.  G The iımperatıve
owards Justice and moralıty did NOTL then depend upOoNn revelation 11OT
conflicted wiıith Christianity. What thiıs assoclatıon between natural’, 'ratiıon-

and ..  JUS[ implied Wds$ that the commıtment rule Justly and mutual
socıal obligations W dads rooted the nNnature of In the lgt of this
pinciple, ORITA’S picture of Indian society becomes clearer and LLOTC

signıficant. Not only WAas ıf historical document:; ıt W as also inspired
politically. Hıs firm commıtment the pro-Indian Waas ma]or
tactor in the composıtion ot this work, COUNLtLeTAC) the opposıtıon wh: held
the opınıon that the Indians WCIC irrational barbaric and IMUSLE be
converted Spanis WAaYyS Christianity by force, if

ZORITA placed the ame tor the chaos of Mexıcan olonial soclety quarely
the Spanıs destruction of the natıve political and socıal IrucLiure.

Hıerarchical oug. ıf WAäaS, he seemed teel that the Indian System BAVC
the soclety order, foreign the political and socıal relations ot
hıs OWI time.‘*‘ The SUPTEIMNE (8)8 tatoques had cıvıil crımınal
Jurisdiction OVCT the people. Subject them WEIC the tectecutzın the
calpullec. The former received the ignities ot the nO because of sServıice

the exploits WAal; the latter WEIC the elders ot barrıos ıllages.
The tectecutzın had domain OVCT the people attached their palace, who
provide the OT! wıth personal servıice theiıir households and brought
them fuel and watlter. They worked certaın tields for their OYT! served
them times ot WAar. In return, the OT'! WCCIEC obliged defend and protect
them, providing them wıth lodgings, meals, and The (8)8 WCIC
therefore appointe ook after both the “general and their prıvate d”The calpullec WEeEeIC the heads of barrıos, socıal unıt that Was damental
ancıent Mexıcan soclety. ach proviınce had several barrıos and ZORITA
asserted that the ands WEIC apportioned when the people orıgınally Camle
that land

Hıs description of the clan calpulli W as of 58 Cal significance because ıt
Was the heart ot the Ancıent Mexıcan soclety."“ It WAas precisely the
destruction of this that the faiılure of Spanısh colonial polıcy lay. Members of

clan held their land communally, NOotL individually, Although they could NOL
alıenate their land, they en]joyed ıts us«eCe for life efit ıt their heirs. If
family died OuL, the land WOULU be assıgned another member ot the clan



wh: needed it. The chiet er assigned lanı those members of his clan
who dıd NOL ave lan accordıing their ““needs, condition, and capac1ty
work ıt  7 1t land that Wäas already tivated W as vacated, iıt ould be rented

SOINCOMNC from another clan for part of the harvest. In WaYy could
er take land AWaAY from member of his clan ıf ıt Was being tivated.
However, if it WasSs nOoOt, through negligence, he warned that ıt WOU. be
taken AWAaY. By virtue of theıir membershıp the clan and their right share

the communal ands, the members had gyıve portion of their harvest
trıbute the OT! There WEeIC exceptions this rule. Serfs tilled
the ands ot the nOo whıle SOINLC free PCB.SEIII[S WEeEeIC assıgned provıde
SErVICES and g0o0ds instead of trıbute. The trıbute did NOTL depend upon the
caprıce of the OT! but Was agree upon after meeting between members
of the clan and their lord, whi kept records of the allotments of land and
trıbute. ZORITA felt that the PTFODCI functioning of thıs system the Maın
L1LCASON for the harmony and unıty of Indian soclety before the ESL. it
W as different StOTY after the Ignorant of the communa| character
of Indıan land teNUre, the Spanıards apportione lanı indıvidually. Through
T1Dery and deceıt the land otf the natıves being constantly educed and
surrounded by land held by Spaniards. Worse, cattle owned by panıis
ranchers WCIC VGL destroying the planted by the natıves.

Sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons of the SUPTECMIC OT'! orme: the
fourth class of the no and WEeTIC called pipiltzin. They served
ambassadors, mıinısters and EXEPCULOTS of Justice. Exempted from the PaYy'
ment of tribute, they received stipend Oar irom the ruler.

Stressing the ULONOMOU: growth of Indian communıtlies, ZORITA empha-
sized that NOL VCI) their tribute-system milıitated agamst thıs. ach commun1-

paid triıbute Irom the CFOPS that WeIC STO there and did NOL ave
leave their surroundings trıbute elsewhere. There W d therefore
rupture the family relations appene:| under panıs. olonial rule.
Tribute Wäas generally paıd maıze, peppers‚ e ans and COLLON for hich
each LOWN seLt asıde certaın tields. It Was also gıven the form of Wa  , fuel,
and domestic ServıICce for the rulers’s household The Was tor the ruler

assıgn each [OWN the trıbute expected hıch then otted each family
that portion of the collective trıbute ıt had provide. The rational character
of Indian CCONOMY Was carrıed Out armoniously. As ZORITA PuLt ıt: “"Thus the
PCasants worked the triıbute tields and harvested and stored the CFO)  > the
artısans g1ve triıbute from the things they made: and the merchants SaAVC of
their merchandise-clothing, feathers, jewels, stones-each g1ving ot the OM0 -
dities hıch he dealt. ”” The Varıo0us eCONOMIC actıvyıtıes WEeIC rationally
linked Cotton, for example, W as gıven when collected from cotton-producing
OWNS those that could NOL produce ıt be worked into cloth. SIMNA.|
quan of gold dust Was exacted trıbute which Was collected Iirom Cver
beds wıthout difficulty Indian soclety did NOTL ave moniıed CCONOMIY but
system of artering certaınm things tor others, mode hıch ZORITA found
be ““most contormable ature  27 For the MOS part the trıbute Was small
and the paternalistic ruler took speclal d1ic NOL burden SOIMNC [OWNS INOTC
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than others. The large population of I'C'COII(]UCS[ MexIi1Cco, the well-planned
CCONOMY, and benevolent ruler concerned for the welfare of hıs people
educed ECONOMIC and socıal ardships mınumMUM. When as.
COMIDAIC the natıve SyS tem of taxatıon wiıth that under the Spaniards, ZORITA
replied that ..  one Indian Pays LINOTEC trıbute to! aYy than dıd S1X Indians of that
tiıme, and ONMNC tOWN pPays LLNOTEC gold today than did S1X towns  27

Work Was NOTL the jenatıng experlience ıt had become under the
Spanıards The Indians did their communal work their OW: OW: and

NOTL have leave their homes and families, and they ate tood they WEIC
accustomed eat and at the sual hours’”. They accepted theıir responsibili-
ti1es for the construction of temples, homes for the ords, public works.
Rısıng early, they went work after the mornıng ch1  j had passed, worked
wiıthout being hurried harrassed, and stopped before the evenıng chill had
set When they returned home, they found their meals prepared, after
which they en]joyed the comp any of their WI1VeSs and hıldren

The self-reliance of the Indian contrasted markedly wıth the dependency
of the Spanilard. The Indians knew all that W as C A} their
liyelihood. Famıiılhiar wıth both rura|l urban tasks, they did NOL eed others

build their homes 11OT did they have search for materials for everywhere
they “Iind the wherewithal Cut, tie, SCW, and striıke hieht”. They knew the
Namcecs ot the birds, anımals, trees, what ET could be used for medicinal
PUurpOSCS, and what could be ea knew *how work 9 build
house, twıne cord, and where the materı1als they need’’.!* They lıved

small huts, SOINC of hıch WCCIC thatched atistied wıth httle ftood and
sımple dress and accustomed sleeping mMat the floor, these meek
and patıent natıves dıd NOT strıve tor wealth LLOT ofhces. 17 wıth
wıithout the help of midwife, Occurred wıthout the comforts attention
accorded such ın panıs. famiılies. As tor the upbringing of theıir
hildren, ATEAL aAic W as placed making them healthy and strong,
ee able and teachable’”. !

Parents instilled the minds of their hıldren the values of theır soclety.
ZORITA insısted that these values dıd NOL contradıict Tıstlan values. On the
CONLrarYy, they prepare: the WaY for the aCCEPpLanCceE of Christianity. He
showed thıs bDy reporting speech Indıan ord SaVC his subjects
T1exoco Just after the pPTrOCCSS of cConversion had begun. The ord told hıs
people that the M1SSIONaATY W as ‘“like grEeal spreading leafy ITE under
whose boughs and aır, consolation and instructon . He urged
hıs people place themseves under God’s protection for God W as

VE pretLy, lovely bird under whose wıngs helter and SA  PI'OtCCUOII
Faith, SeTVICEe, good works WCIC for God’s and blessings,
he eminded them For ZORITA, all thıs showed how WTIONS WEIC those whi
enle€': the Indian any intelligence will allow them human traıt other
than the shape of men . Both OT! and COIMNIMMOMNCI'S WeTIC vigılant
instructing their hildren be virtuous.!7 At the ASC ofve, ruler’s SO W dsSs
sent the temple be traıned by prıests until he marrıed went offt
W  — Hıs daughter W as constantly eminded be discreet ın speech and



conduct. Often che VV eft her OoOme until marrıage ıf she did, she had
be accompanıied by elderly At the ADC of five, her L11UISCS taught

her embroider, SCW, and AV! and urged her be clean. Above a'l, she
Was taught I'CSPCC[ and obey her teachers and work
dılıgently. The lower NO and CO  15 also took their hıldren the
emples SCIVC their gods. They Sda. ıt that theır hıldren ollowed the
occupatıon tor hıch they showed the ability inchnation. But enerally
SOI1S tollowed the Occupatıon of their athers Mischievousness and Iyıng WEIC

especlally frowned UDOIL I {0)  . WCIC caught lyıng, hıs er punıshed
by pTI1C.  e hıs lıp wıth thorn. When aAs. how the ege Indian
reputatıon for SEeNOO Was started, old Indians rephied that the Spaniards
WEIC haughty and cruel that, their tear of displeasing them, they
assented everything, however incre Fear mıiıstrust had made
them Wd) ot spe  e Out directly and enly.

There WCIC chools for the SONS of the nobility and commoners.'®
SOns of the nobilıty WCIC sent special temple chools calmecac,
CO  L N village chools ach school Was headed Dy er who
supervised the education ot the students. The students cultivated the
that WEIC set asıde for the Support ot their school and WEIC expected
observe the NgOTOUS iscıpline sSeL Dy theır teachers. Their tra.mmg W dsSs

Spartan, ° tor they atfe but hittle hard read, they slept wıth lıttle
coverıng and haltf exposed the nıght alr 0O ike
por'  S Clearly their education Was PICPDATC them tor the responsiıbilities
oft adult hıfe, be ıt famıly life WAr. When they eached marriageable ABC,
usually al the ABC of wen  » they WeIC expected ask permissıon Irom their
teachers addıtion their parents’ consenLtL. indigent student received
a1d Irom his school at the time of hıs marrıage hile the famıly of rich
student W as expected Q1VE gifts hıs school and hıs teacher when he eft
school The graduate Was encouraged uphold the values he learned,
work hard support hıs familiy, NOL neglect his hıldren, be brave
W: I'CSPCC[ hıs parents, honor the aged, tollow their advice.

Parental advıce ontirmed the trammg at school. uo speeches priest
had translated for hım, ZORITA reported that fathers otf the classes of nobles
and merchants urge their SOM1S5 ave LTEVECILEINICE for God and SCIVC Hım
wiıth love, I'CSPCCt the old, console the POOT and ıll, and love and honor
all. ® They WEIC NOL urt others, CHS4ADC adultery, be ewd Restraint
and humility WEIC be practiced socıial relationships. portion of their
tood be gıven the needy and ıf gıven something, however small,
they should receive ıt wıth gratitude. Hard work frugality WEeEeIC ımpor-
tant attitudes: ‘Lite thıs world 15 tilled wıth ardshıps; it 15 NOL CAaSYy
satisfy one’s needs.’ To thıs his SO replied that he Was grateful for the er cal
good that hıs father had gıven hiım and for the counsel ‘“that 1Ssue from y OUT
bowels, the bowels of father that loves me  DD Peasants CO  CIS5
dvised their SOT11S SCIVC their mMasters well and be content wıth their lot:
“DO what pertaıns yOUr ofhce. Labor, SO and plant yOUuTr( and live
by the WEa of yOUTr TOW. Do NOL Cast off yOUTr burden, SIOW faint, be



lazy; for it yOoUuU ATC negligent lazy, yOU will NOL bDe able Ssupport yourself
yOUT wifte and hıldren ıke the SONMS of the nobility merchants, they

TOO WECIC encouraged I‘CSPCC('. the old parents and the afflicted and
warned idleness Mothers counselle theıir daughters at the Um: of
their Daughters of class amuılıes WCIC Oold be modest and
pleasıng their husbands So LOO WCIC those from the lower class but they
WEeEeIiC emınded that shıp and suffering A1IC OUTLr lot They WEeTIC do
their household work, and embroider dutifully hıs p1C ture of Indian
education might SCCI1I idealistic but 1{ corroborated the CXPCIICTLCC of the
Omıınıcan RAY |ULIAN (GARCES, student of the renowned panıs. humanıst
'ONIO EBRIJA As teacher al the school of San Jose and the college of
Tlaltelolco, he felt that his Indian students showed greater acılity for
learnıng than the Spaniards He found them neıither boisterous 110  — unruly,
neıither stubborn 11OT mischievous, neıther pretennous 11OT Vanl, neıither
arm: 1101 quarreilsome They did NOL indulge complaints S O5SS1D, insults
and other VICES PIC of Spanısh Doys Drinking eat1ng inordinately Was

for them and they did NOL ask for LLLOIC than they received at the
dinner F When they WEIC old SIE stand kneel they did readily
He marvelle: at the er!  ty otf their miınds for they WEIC able mMaster CVCETY
type of discipline, Ven Latın They COU. COUN! read WTILTeE, paımt
performed CVETY mechanical ıberal art clearly and quickly ASs tor being
assıgned dithcult tasks they did NnOoL OIlC word of complaint Their
mas tery of the Organl and plaın chant Was good that panıs.
WEIC NOL needed panıs. boys, they had such of shame that
they WEIC caretul how they appeared pu  C

ZORITA OPPOI'ICD[S had condemned the bellicose Nature of Indian SOCIELY
He dmiıiıtted that Wäals WEIC frequent but mitigated thıs by showing that they
understood the notIiON of Just war.*! The kılling of merchant
ambassador Was consiıdered egitimate of W  $ The ruler ould then
CONVeENEC of the elders and WÄädIT1OTS, and explain the 1C4SOM1S for

decision. It the assembly felt i Was _]US[ for Wal, they would BIVC
their consent But if the LCASONMN Wäds NOL of CONSCQUCNCC, they advised agaıns L
WAar ZORITA insisted that the ruler sometWmes accepted theır advıce They
nevertheless supporte the ruler it he continued SUININON them the
Sd1I11E despite their disagreement Ouft of I'CSPCCt The decision make
WAal W ds$S seNL the who then held deliberations whether detend
themselves NOL. Itf they consiıdered themselves OO weak reSISL, they
offtered gold Ornaments, eathers other rnaments symbols of their
surrender. OWNS that had ylelded peacefully SaAaVC less triıbute than those
hich had surrendered after deteat The quest10n of laws of War Was

LOIl tfor sıxteenth CCIItUI‘Y eologlans Undoubtedly, the horrors
of the War Granada during the closing d} of the fifteenth CENLUTYy the

of the New OT and the Turkish threat had exercised profound
their IM  on In his description of the Indian PTOCCSS of Wal,

‚Orıta seemed famıiliar with their and ımphe that the Indians had
complied enerally wıth the conditions for JUSI Wlr Kejectng the



non-violent tradıtion, the theologıans held that specılal ASC: the W
make WAar Was protect the welfare of the communıty, and
provide the conditions tor _]USt and The right of self-defense
extended avengıng ONS: perpetrated agaınst the communıty COU.
be claıme': by legitimate ruler representative of the cCommunıty.
However, the only Just of War Was suffered, and great OIlC at
that. For the eftfects of War WEEIC catastrophic that vigilance should be
taken lest be eclare' OVCI IMINOT oftfences. hat W dsSs why the ruler
should assemble councıl of the WISE I1CE  — of communıty examıne
carefully the AU.: anl Justice of the intended War should be eciarei
only reluctantly and should be prosecuted “Only tar 15
defend one’s TY, and obtaın one’s rıghts, and ultımately result of
the Wal, ECENSUTC al and saf  22

The Indian system of ZOVETNM:! NL Justice W ds equitable OINC,
respected and obeyed by the people Mınımum of confhets occurred and
harmony prevaıled, ZORITA contended. Theirs Was soclety of laws where
Justice W as carrıed Out wisely. Judges played ımportant p8.!'t ispensing
Justice. each CIty, the ruler Was represented Dy C[W!  S jJudges, whose salarıes
Camle from the produce of tfields that WECIC se[t asıde for them. They €ear‘

from daybreak hours before sundown. Appeals WEIC ear by
twelve super10r judges, who collaborated wıth the ruler before passıng

E very twelve days the ruler convened meeting of the Judges
discuss the LLO1IC difhcult ases Judges WCIC NOL permitted receive fee

{irom y O:  9 whether riıch POOT. Failure OW thıs WOU. result
stern reprimand and, atfter the 17! offence, hiıs alr W as cropped he

W as strippped of hıs ofthce. There WCIC Ordınary Judges each {OWN
decide of less ımportance. They WEIC empowered wrongdoers
and dıd the pre.  ary investigatıve work LLLOIC complex 1C
WCIC later presented the councıl tor resolution. awWSs WEIC carrıed Ouft

fırmly. Adultery, sSodomy, creating scandal WEeTC punıshable by death,
0)8[1 W das CXEMP L. The marrıed daughter of the WI1ISEC ruler, NEZAHUALPILLI,

W as pl‚l[ death for adultery although her husband had pardone her. Wıne
Was prohibited EXCEPL for the sıck and those who WCIC IMOTC than fldl
old. The haır of offender W as cropped publichy and hıs house razed. For
the MOSL Part, however, hlıtigation W ds held mınımMuUumM Mexiıcan
Indian soclety. As Indian ord told ZORITA: “When WEeEeTIC ASansS, there
wWeTIC VE few lawsuılts, LC)  — old the and dSC. WCIC decided VC
quickly.  2723 ZORITA recalled EW Iirom his OW: experience demonstrate
the basıc Indian ot Justice. Some Indians had OIMMNC
Guatemala reclaım land that W dAsS taken Iirom them by other Indians. When
the offenders WEIC summoned before ZORITA, their replies surprised hım.
One oftered the lanı wiıithout turther ado, and the other suggested
that hıs land be divided because he had found ıf neglected had planted
dACAO ıt.

In recording the CUSLOMS, instıtutions, and attıtudes of the indigenous
people Zoriıta Oope| show that they WEeEeTIC rational and intelligent people.
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He felt that those who saıd that the Indians WCCIC barbarıc uncıvilized
simply did NOL know al TSt hanı Indian soclety. hıs fallacy could ave been
perpetuated by dependence UuDON unrelhiable SOU1I CCS by the fact that the
Indians WEIC NOL Christian VCI because their CuStOMS language WEIC

diferent irom the Spanıiards How else COUuU. OILlC explaın the contradictory
statements oft Hernando Cortes when, hıs letter the Emperor, he
the natıves uncıviılızed after praıisıng their rationality declarıng that their
mode of ife 6,  wWas almost the SAaInle Spaın, with Just much harmony
and order‘” earher the SdI11C letter.  24

ZORITA’S treatıse W dsS therefore defense of Indian civilization. But ıt W das

INOTEC than that. In describing and explainıng the tructures and values of the
natıve soclety, he sought show the destructive eftect that the political,
socılal, and ECONOMIC policies of panıs imperlalısm W ds>$ producıng that
soclety.

Socı1al relationships WEeEeTIC of prımary COMNCEII the Indian value SySTEM.
From early hıs lıfe, he Was taught rESPECL hıs parents, elders, O:  ‚9
and the sick. Hıs worth human being epende: upon how he carrıed OutL
hıs responsibili hıs family, clan. armonYy the collective WdsS be
maıintaiıned and willingness compromıse W d>5 stressed whıle aggTESSIVE-
11655 disputativeness WCIC voided. The spirıt of individualism Wäds

absent. Rather, ıt W ädas$s hıs family clan that SaVC meanıng hıs ite.
Honor, kindness, ospitalıty WCIC the ımportant moral values. Solidarity
wiıth one’s family clan helped orderly world which
tensiOonNs WEEIC educed 19090000000100008 Religion provided contextL of
ultimate meanıng for the central value syst:em. The deity Was viewed
benevolent OI1C, bestowing infinıte essings the collective. In retiurn,
social responsibilities WEIC be carrıed Ouft wıth love. There Was of COUTSC

political democracy Indian soclety. It W as believed that the hierarchical
political order Was somehow dıvinely ordained. ‚OY' one’s erT, the
ruler of one’s clan, the SUDTEMEC ruler Was the ımportant polıtical value.
The political authorıty had the obligation bestow essings socılety. In
retu:  9 the people consıdered ıt their responsiblibity I'CSPCCI: the demands
of their rulers. Mutual ITrust ele‘ the recıprocal character of this political
relationship. Economic values WCIC NOL ımportant the relig10us and
ultural values otf the soclety. The communal ownership ot property the
self-suthcient Nnature of the economy precluded the development of the
capıtalistic spirıt. Luxury Was voıded and the Spartan tra.1mng of the youngs
obvıously helped develop spirıt ot irugality hıch made the desire for
material comforts superfluous. The ack of MONELATY SyS tem also reinforce:
the self-sufficiency of the CCONOMY. These then WEIC the values that
cemented the TITruCLUre of Indian traditional soclety. ZORITA Sa clearly and
profoundly the incompatıbility between the Indıan system and that imposed
by the Spaniards which gradually OVECT the Span of hıs experlence the New
(8)8 would insensitively dismantle the traditional of Indian
sSOcC1IEe

The brought Amerıca within the orb of the massıve Spanis



empıre. Its LESOUTITCECS ot preCc10us metals, SUSAar, tobacco, and €s helped
make Spaıin the OTEALESL empıre the sixteenth Indeed, the
eCONOMIC 1se of Furope W d ın part due the gold and sılver that fHooded
Europe trom Amerıiıca. Spain’s extensiıve imper1a|l commıtments and WAars
WEIC ance by 1t. In the TSt half of the sixteenth CENLUTYy W as

exported Antwerp which became the distribution center irom where gold
and sılver trom merıca passed Germany, Northern Europe, and glan'
Spanısh eCONOMIC ıte SICW depend TMOTEC and ILOIC Ameriıca. Demand
In the Indies for foodstufts manufactured g0o0dSs meant that these
industrlies WCIC intensitied Spain. The prosper1ty of the cıties ot Toledo,
eville, anı Burgos, a.mong others, W as large egree due the trade that
developed wıth the Indies. It W as then the demands of the
values oft Empire that delivered the shattering blow Indian soclety. The
bıtter erıticısm wıth which he would “ escribe panıs. colon1al
instıtutions and attıtudes W as motivated, be SUTC, by hıs advocacy of the
pro-Indian vement, but LLOIC by the clarıty ot his VISION.

Before the colonal relationshıp between Mex1co and Spaimn W dsSs e
Cortes distributed the recently conquered land AILLONS hıs INC  — wh deman:-
ded ot the Indian OT! trıbute, personal SETVICES, slaves CXCCS5S5 ot what
W as gıven before the The of cruelties simıiılar those
perpetrated agamst the natıves Espanola uba earher forced HARLES V

wrıte Cortes, pro.  mng the practıice of encomienda.*” Spaniards WCIC
low the Indians 1ve hıberty and 1t W as urge: that conversiıon hould be
fHtected peacefully and NOL by force. hıs remarkably humane instruction
W as of COUTSEC the result of the struggle of LAS (CASAS his Sup porters wh:
had singled the encomienda the MOST significant 1C4SOIMN for the destruction
oft the natıve population the iıslands. Cortes, however, refused comply
wıth the emperor’s wiıshes. He argue that the Spaniards had other INCAanls
of support than the Indians and, if they WeICcC freed, they WOU. ave
abandon Mexı1co. Moreover, he contended that it the encomienda WEIC
abolished the Indians would return the slavery of their OWI) SySstem, the
INECTEC thought of IC moved them SCIVC willingly the Spanıiards. Still, he
promised the CIHPCTOT mıtıgate the that WeIC practiced ıIn the
islands. An eN! the encomiıenda WON.| result the loss of hıs HC empiıre
and the souls of the natıves, Cortes

Z,ORITA did NOTL support such uplicıty. He SAa the encomienda
pernN1CIOUS system that operated oughout the Indıes such that ONC might
think there W as ..  Oone COINIMMON directive”. He charged unequivocally that the
system W dAsS estroying the Indians everywhere and, ıf NOL topped, WOU.
destroy them completely. Through forced OT for the contruction of
Spanish OWNS the Indians had work far from their homes, isrupting
“their whole of life, the time and mode of work, of eatıng and
sleeping””. The demolition of the old Mex1co Cıty and the rebuildiıng of the
NECW Clty Was likened the plague that beset ancıent E2Zypt uo  g the
opınıon of FRAY ORIBIO OTOLINIA, Z,ORITA WTOLE': °“The seventh plague Was
the uilding of the great Cıty of Mex1co. In thıs work, during the Hhrst 9



19891(0)8> people WCIC employe than the building of the temple of Jerusalem
the time of Solomon. SO great Was the number of Indians actual

construction, bringing food for the workers, providing food and
SETrVICE from their fOWNS for the Spanıiards, that A could carcely make
hıs WaAY through SOTMNC treets and OVCTI the CauSCWAaYyS, TOA| they aTre. in
the work of construction SOIMNC WEIC crushed by beams,; others fell from
heights, and others WEIC caught beneath buildings that WCIC being (8) down

0)8{ place order ereC others elsewhere. The Indians NOL only had
do the work but had geL the materıals and Pay the INaSONS, carpenters >
and STO:  ers What Wäds>s INOTC, they MmMust bring their OWI) food 50

27928hungry
The system whereby the colonist received allotment of Indians who had

g1VE OT SETVICES and triıbute would gradually result the
decimatıon of the Indıan population. Statistics showed that the populatıon
declined from‚ 5392 ‚649,575 1568.* 10 be SUTC,
epidemics such smallpox, typhoi1d, malarıa, measles, and inftluenza WCCIC

signifcant contributors thıs FOr ZORITA, however, the princıpal L1LCASOIN lay
the insatiable demand for Cheap Indian OT work the mıines, the

and ACAO plantations, the cattle ranches, and the wheat farms. Reduced
servitude, countless Indians died the mıNeSs their WaYy the miınes
loaded with heavy materiı1als. Some fled the urroundıing woods, 1abandon
ıng their €es, and Indian tOWNS became depopulated. Work the
mıines Sa the enslavemen of thousands of Indians. Durng the CONQqUESL,
there Was hortage Indian prısoners WEeTIC legally enslaved. After ıt, the
encomenderos resorted the practice of purchasıng slaves hıch invited
SOTTS of abuses. They WOU. make pI'CPOS[CI'OUS demands of gold tribute
only collect slaves substitute for (9) triıbute because they knew
ell that Indian tOWNS dıd NOL ave O ven WEIC taken from
their famılies and seNLT the miınes.

Another Oppressive colonal practice Was the uUus«ec of Indians carrıers
Lamemes. Men, O!  5 and chıladren WCCIC forced CaIr y the merchandıise

turniture of entire Spanıis households tar aWaY places. FE OVCT

mountaıns difterent cliımates irom their OWIl communlıtıies, they
MOSLE of the yYCal this Lype of work. Household SETrVICE hich SOINC

Indıans WEIC expected g1ve Spaniards Was also bed of 10 SCIVC

the ocate: ON week, they often had Set Out from their homes [WO
weeks before S5o, ONlC week’s SETrVICE occupied five weeks of their time As
ZORITA put ıt, the roads WCIC “$illed wiıth Indian INCI) and O  5 exhausted,
dying of unger, WCarYy afflicted: the roads WEIC wıth the
bodies of INCN, O:  1, and VCI their 1t! OINCS, for they sed them CaIr y
food-something these people had VC before done

Their ıte W dsS er disrupted by havıng work Spanıs farms. Not
only had they tence the sheep, cattle, and p1g farms, but they also had

the farm bulldings, roads, bridges, waterCourses, walls, and
muills More, they had provide the materılals al theıir OWI)1 CXPCNSC

bring them the sıtes theıir backs They had etc water and



wOOd, clean the stables, LTLEINNOVC the rubbish. It W d wonder that
Spanıs farms had increased whıiıle those of the Indians imıinıshed. ZORITA
COU. NOTL have een LNOTE explicıit. The CsE and prosperı of panıs.

fortunes WEeIC carrıed Out at the CXPCHNSC of Indian lıves and Uu-

nıtles.
The LESOUTCES of Indian communıiıtıies WCIC continuously being draiıned by

the PEXCESSIVE trıbute they had pay.  31 Some WOCIC educed such straıts
that they WEeEeIC forced sell their lanı VCI) their hıldren Thrown into
Jail when they WEIC una| PaAY, they WCIC sometimes ortured ell
where their gold W as From declaratiıon of the paid Cortes 1533; ıt
W as learned that the province of Cuernavaca had g1ve CVETY eighty days
4800 blankets, shırts, skirts, bed-covers, and COLLON pillows.
Besides providing tield and house SETVICE, they had cultivate CVCILY yCar
COLtON and of maıze, ell harvesting and storıng the
Every thirty days they had take 7000 pounds of maıze, 200 of PpCPPCIS, 200
of beans, the mınes ddition supplying Indians for work the mınes.
The Crown made effort LEINOVC the abuses of the trıbute system
ordered LICW assessmen!| be made. ZORITA Was critical of thıs 1E System ot
COUNfFS and telt that 1ıt dıd NOL ALLY WaY alleviate the done the
Indians. In the TSt place, the encomenderos tound WaYy us«e the system

their advantage by appomting their favorites ASSCSSOTS offering
rıbes:; econdly, if the Indian communıty as for re-assessment, they had

bear the 'OSLI ot the PTOCCSS hıch W as burden. Thus, the Indıans
exhausted whatever 1ıt! O they had lawsuits whiıle the trıbute
remained ase: the TSt OUunNL. Despıite the inıtial good intention
the I1ICW system, the PCT capıta assessmen! resulted triıbute being collected
Iirom ““cripples, blind and maımed PCYSONS, and other wretches who Cannot
work and VCIN ack f d„ Moreover, attempt W asSs made consult the
people determinıng the extent of the triıbute. Had they done thıs, they
WOU. ave realized that the Indians possessed VE lıttle other than their
OT and that the exorbitant trıbute meant that they had almost not.  g
spen food and CIO  g1 NnNOL mention tor relatıng the
marrıage of their hıldren

ZORITA TEW attention the increase of panıs. er‘ hıch WCIC

threatening the entire COUNLTY, endency hıch he had also
observed Guatemala and O1l0MD13. In spıte ot Indian vigılance, cattle
eT! roamed and estroye theıir CFr ODS. The encomenderos seized Indian
ands tor cattle pasture, had the Indians build enclosures, but did NOL

ser10usly refrain Iirom encroaching upON the where the Indians
planted their TIo compound the mMatter, they drove their er‘
premature y SUMMmMeET pasture at the tiıme when the harvest from the graım
and fruit remaıined be athered. Complaints and awsults WETITC

tutile that the PTOCCSS brought further than compensatıon. The
COMNSCHYUCHNCES of the insens1t1vlty of the EeCONOMIC actıvity of the colonists,
whether ıt Was the mıinıng agricultural SECLOFS, WEeIC devastatıng and

Kdisrupted the Indians WdYy ot hfe, their routine of work, diet, shelter,
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and, takıng them Irom their and homes, their W1VeSs children,
theıir ICDOSC and harmon 792782

Critical oft the Spanıs olonıal admıinistration, he felt that the “multitude
of laws, judges, Viceroys, governors, presidentes, oidores, corregidores, Icades
MAYOTES, million lıeutenants, yeL another alguaciles ” WCIC iıncapable of
correcting the WIOLLSS done Indian socılety. Hor their interests lay, for the
MOST part, wiıth the colonists. The undermmınıng of the traditional authority oft
the Indian arıstOcraCcy rumned those political values of authority obedien

that he telt for community.”” Thıs W ds> NOL entirely
In the early stages of the colonızatıon, Spaniards WCIC MIMOTC interested
trıbute and DaAaVC the Indian nobility the responsıbili of collecting the
triıbute They proved be less insensitive than the colonists they
sought the INCAalls buttress their OWI)l privilege ZORITA contended
that these Indian supervısors WCIC NOL the C  natural lords” but COINMOMNCIS

and whi did NOL POSSCSS the natural goodness virtue and
COILICEINMN for the communıty that marked the TE-CONQUES L arıstocracy. In
continumg detend the CONCEPL of the rationality of the govemment of the
indigenous soclety, he ns embellishing the Indian arıstocracy when he
already had abundant evidence OV! the irrational eftects of the 1CW
olomnıal ECONOMIC system. Be that ıf mMay, the denigration of the Indian
NO W as certamly ONC of the MIOTC as eftects of the colonization. As
the natıve populatıon declined, they WEIC una collect the prescribe:
triıbute and WEIC often jaıled and subsequently 1sgTaced.

Painted VE dark colors, his analysıs portrayed faıthfully the tate of the
natıve people at the moOoment of hıs departure Iirom Mexıi1co. But 1t taıled
ell the S [01'y of the struggles oft the retorm movement which he himselt
played NOL inconsıiıderable part, of the SUCCESSCS they chieved getting
the TOWN change 1ts policy, however transıtory the long From the
fall of Mex1co Cıty 1521 polıtical from the reformers Mex1co

Spain compelle the Crown instıtute agamst the
encomenderos effort mıtigate the disastrous eftects the had
brought e’native soclety. The letter of ('HARLES 1523, the repOTTt of
the Junta of Barcelona 1529, the ofhcial policy of the second Audiencla
that commenced 1530, the New Laws ot 15492 inveighe agamınst the
encomienda, demandıng 1ts eventual prohibition.” Indeed, the second
Audiencia had the W annul fraudulent titles encomiendas
reorganıze these wıth those that became into royal administrative
unıts called corregımıenlos be overned by royal ofhicials, whose princıpal
duties WEEIC educate the Indians and introduce LLLOTIC Just system of
tribute. Indians WETITC be gıven the Oopportunıty SCIVC the gOovVeETNM  L
wıth the Spaniards the hope that relatıons between the [W' would
become better. The of the New AaWS abolishing the encomıenda
appeare be the OC Outfifcome of the long struggle wage by the
retormers. But 1t W as the suspension of the of the laws that proved

be LNOTC realistic indicator of the political and eCONOMIC trend the
New OT| The of Mex1co and Peru MmMuUSL surely ave
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frightened both TELLO SANDOVAL, who Was charged EXECULE the laws, and

the Mattfer of the New ‚AWS showed that the encomiılenda had become
the Crown iınto suspending the laws Still, the testimony of the mı1ssıOcNaAarles

instiıtutionalized OVCI thed and generally accepted the WaY coloniıze
the New OT: however imperfect ıt Was The Domuiinıicans who WCIC actıve

the struggle agamıst the oppression of the Indians felt that the encomienda
W as PTFECSCLIVC Christianity develop the COUNLTY eCcOoNOMN-
cally “AS CVEIYVONC knows, the Indians ATC weak by Nature and NOLT
acquısıtive, and ATC satisfied wıth havıng enough SEL along Irom day
day if there 15 AanYy WdYy bring them OQOut ot theıir lazıness and
carelessness ıf 15 make them help the Spaniards their IIN In thıs
the Indians benefthited through their thus they will become
fond of COINMETICEC profits ee SOINC of them ave already (8)81°

imıtatıon of the Spaniards besides this, gTrEAaL good the
his Majesty from having the Indıans help the Spaniards their

I] and their Eestates, because wıthout Indians all trade and profit
cCease.  2735 Their posıtion strengthened the argument of the colonists who
pleaded agamst bolition by reminding the Crown that both the TOWN
the Church stood lose 1EVCECILLUE Irom trade and thes ıf the abolition WEIC
entorced. Fearful of the instability that might arıse soclally economically,

realizıng their dependency the exıisting system for their growıng
ECONOMIC interests, the reformers rejected the abolition ot the encomienda
propose: by 1a6 Casas being OO Ta It did NOL LI1C. enNn! the
pro-Indıian mMoOovementL. Indian policy Was be ocused defending Indian
communıty life and making the encomienda work humanely.

Spanis encroachment Indian communıty ands took place gradually.”®
Initially, the colonısts demanded trıbute OT. ‚ater, they SAaW the eed
tor land order exploit the OT supply and for theır large er of
cattle The devastating eftect this had the Indian communıiıtıes forced the
VICerOy and the miıssıONaAarıes for legislation Put StOP this Out
of thiıs early struggle the maın features of Indian policy that WOU.
be gradually In nature protectionist, ıt aımed at preserving Indian
communıitlies Irom the encroachments of Spanıiards, maımntamıng Indian
socıjal ECONOMIC instıtutions, and gradually integrate them into the
panıs. colonial SyStem. The generally glowing description that ZORITA
presented of Indian communitıies must be SCCIHL the CONLEXT ot thıs polıcy
Hıs us«c of Spanish ega and eologic notions detend the ationalıty of
the Indian reflected the central SLTaLeRYy ot the pro-Indian retormers hich
W as show the similarity of Spanıis and Indian cCcommunıty traditions
they 'OV! rst protecL then assımiılate Indian communıitlies Spanish
municipal instıtutons. Countless NCW [OWNS WCIC established with ...  pu  C
SQUAaTE, then the town prıson, and communıity bank, the COIMNIMONS

MUNICIP pastures”.” The church Was the INOSL ımposiıng bulldıng and
treets WEEIC la1ıd Out at right angles the SQUATE, Thıs planning Was NOL
dissimilar natıve ıllages which also WEIC built around central SQUATE,
Indian orıgın, COO, Waas the idea otf havıng communıty CFODS from hıch



LOWN ofhcials WEIC paild These COWNS WeIiIcC admıinıstered by Indian ofhcials
LOWN SOVCEILTLOT, LW alcaldes, and several MINOT ofhcials. The PTrOPCI

functioning of these L[OWNS epende arge extient the communıity
banks. Mıssiıonarles took charge of these banks and worked hard CIISUIC
that funds WETC constantly flowing into these banks order PaAY tor

incurred by the (OWTL. The cultivatıon of maıze, beans, and PCPPCTYS,
the development of the sılk industry, sheep and g021[ raısıng, and certaım Jomt

wıth Spaniards whereby Indian received [W!  C thirds of the
harvest for supplying the land and OT and the Spaniards the other hırd
tor providing the OXCIL, plows, and other implements, WEIC SOIMNC ot the WdaYyS
Indian LOWNS raised tfunds for theıir cCommunıty As for land teENUrE, ıt
Was agaın Indian precedent that tormed the basıs tor panıs. policy. In the
redistribution of land by Viceroy VELASCO 1550 at Metepec, each Indian
Was gıven fathoms of land around hıs house. He and hıs escendants had
the us«c of that land long they cultivated 1t. Tenure W dS untransferable
and legal ownership WwWas vested the cCommunıty, accordance wıth the
ancıent alp practice. However, the high opes placed this policy WCCIC

NOL chieved. ee the difficulty of instillıng spirıt of profit aAM ONS the
Indians, Indian 1ignorance of lıvestock-raising, and epidemics WCIC factors
that contributed the decline of Indian OWT Conceivably, the close
Supervısory control that the miıssiıONaAarTIES exercised OVCI Indian litfe prevented
these OW: Iirom developing.” But the underlyıng 1CaSsOIl W d the expansıon
ot the colonists’ sphere of EPCONOMIC interests. The intensiftication ot livestock-
ralsıng and Call! cultıvation started PTOCCSS which the coloniısts
sought CVCTIY 1NCAanlls appropriate land an extend their holdings. Untilled
land Was grante the coloniısts and natıve NO sold lanı from their Vast
estates under of €es intimidation. Many Indian wWwWeIcC

due COUTSC surrounded by Spanis ©  S, and eventually aDSOTDE: by the
gTrEAaAL estates haciendas.

By 1546 the continulty of the encomienda Was assured. Both the TOWN
and the retormers then directed their towards producing INOTEC

equitable tribute system. No question caused greater anguish than thıs
StITEAMNS of complaints poured about ıts inhumanity. Royal legislation
implied that the trıbute be less than before the and
NnOot be accompanıed by personal SETVICE, law MOTEC honored the breach
than in ıts observance. The divergence between law ECONOMIC reality
could be observed the visıta of DIEGO made between 1551 and
1555 Despıite royal efforts put EN! the INOTC oppressive ZSpCCtS of
the trıbute SyStem, he found that the audiencia made specıial gTants the
encomenderos collect INOTC trıbute than the amount stipulated the
trıbute list; 9) the Indians WCIC torced Pay LIMNOITIEC than they WEeETIC assessed,
either by their CaC1QUE, by the correg1dor, by the encomendero:; (3) the
Indians WEIC overworked: (4) the Indıans WEIC forced perTorm personal
SETVICE; 5 the Indians WEeIC forced heavy loads beasts of burden:;
(6) land Was taken from the Indians ıllegally; (7) the Indians WEeTC forced

their trıbute from the town hıch they liıved the encomenderos’



places of residence; (8) old taxatıons WEOEIC continued after plague
something sımilar had epopulate the land; (9) the CaCl1ques WCCCIC defrauding
the Crown of ıts income by hıding INa Indians when DLICW hst Was
be drawn after the taxatıon made the Indians who had een en
wWEeTITC forced Dy the CaC1que pay trıbute him; (10) the corregidor and the
CaCcıque worked deprive the TOWN of income and VE the
tributepayıng Indıans:; (1 1) Indians hid themselves that after the hst Was
drawn they could return and help theır 1€es paYy the smaller taxatıon;
and (192) the the Indians made continual complaints, INarı unwarranted,
askıng for 1CW taxatıons  >> 59 The ings of and later ZORITA’S treatıse
offered clear evidence that the TOWN had taıled en the abuses
of the triıbute system.

ZORITA’S proposals then WEIC offered the lıght of the failure of the
prevallıng policy. In castıgatıng the encomenderos, he left doubt that he
shared LAS CASAS view that the continuance oft the encomılenda Wäds ICSDON-
S1| for the demise of the natıve peoples. But the struggle en ıt
succumbed the eCcoNnNOMmMI1C interests of the TOWN and the colonists the
1540’s. The focus of pro-Indian actıyısm shifted reforming the trıbute
system. ZORITA recommended that ıtinerant judges visıt regularly the LCOWNS,
farms, and textile tactories S5C55 the value of their ands and products and

ascertaın the population of each town. They would also protect the
ancıent privileges and lıberty of the Indian NO  ty by xemptmg them from
triıbute Betfore determining what triıbute each LOWN PaYy repTES enta-
tive ot the LOWN, whether Indian encomendero, ould meet wıth the
Judges discuss the assessmMeECNTL and reach COINSCI1ISUS the amount of
triıbute. In WdY pOopular consent would be obtained before trıbute W daAs
EVIE: asSssessSM„«CN should be the for four fıve d} It LOWN
found 1t ımpossible meet ıts trıbute through epidemic CFrOP faiılure,
appeal be made the audiencia tor relief. Sınce this pTOCCSS W as

lıkely take tiıme and O: before resolution, Zorıta suggested that the
fOWN ofhcial relig10us report CTOP failures epidemics SOOIl1 they
OCCcurred. After the assessment had een made according the eCONOMIC
actıvity and population of the COWN, the natural OT! be empowered

apportion each member what he had PaYy for they knew est what
each CITSON Was able PaY, The trıbute roll then be sent the
correg1idor and subsequently the audiencia.

Members of the communıty be assemDie: the church the
of the correg1dor and the prıest who instructed them and intormed

of the amoO0unt of trıbute the cCommunıty whole and each OIlC specifically
mMuUStL PaY. AnNYy surplus would emaın wiıth the cCcommunıty whiıle deficit
would be made Dy the communuıity. For ZORITA, popular understanding
andLWEeTIC NECESSATY prevent “dle evıl of Suts and COunNnts, and
the ass  nNtSs, and ofhcial visıts they bring their traın Tribute

be kept special communıty house which the natural ord and
other [OWN ofhcials ould ave keys O: box ould emaın the

house for the trıbute that W d paild O  y and keep the account books



CC 1C| 15 sSet down wh: are the tribute-payers tor each YCal, what the
triıbute Ü what W d taken taken Ouft of the house and box, what
W dads expended, and by whose order, and the lıke””

10 eliıminate the abuses commuıtted by the encomenderos, he suggested
that their share of the triıbute should (0)0091° from the communıty treasury and
that 1ın WaY should they be lowed have business Indian OW:

They WEEIC accustomed frequent Indian LOWNS, demanding SETrVICE and
upplhies wıthout PaY, ZORITA felt that the only solution lay in preventing them
from visıtıng Indıan OWNS CXCCPt days appointe for the collection of
tribute. Urging the TOWN the X‘C‘COD(]UCS[ practice of solliciting
trıbute 1ın the form of produce rather than O  y; he propose:| that land be
specifically set asıde for thıs PUTPDOSC. The encomendero would provide the
seeds of the the Indians WCIC STOW while the Indians WOU. be
responsible for sowıng and cultivating the tields, harvesting and storıng the

the provincıial capıtal.
ZORITA insısted that this WOU. NOTL only ameliorate the burdens imposed
the Indıans but ıf WONU. make the CCONOMY INOTC rational and beneficial
the ole soclety. Payment of trıbute O! had forced the Indians

abandon theıir tradıtional agrıcultural actıvity tavor of COMMNMNETICEC. The
result W as shortage of ftood 1t the Indians WEIC lowed plant maıze,
beans, an chili pCPPECTS, there WOU.: be abundance otf tood for the ole
soclety. Moreoever, the materıal condıtion of the Indıans WOU. become
better SINCE these products WETIC eman!| 10 OV! the of the
communıty and provıde for the upkeep of the lord, ZORITA recommended
the cultivatiıon of pleces of lanı simıilar ashion

He questioned the EXCESSIVE demands for OT of the encomenderos and
charged that ıt W as their insatıable thirst for UXury and CX[I'8.VEI.g3.I'ICC that
warranted it. After all, he contended, they possessed mınes, estLaLes, and
other profitable businesses. T they WEEIC NOL satısfied, they should seek
gainful mployment. ZORITA W ds>$s of the opımıon that the satısfactiıon of the
OT demands of panıs. OWT! COUuU. be carrıed Ouft 19910) 8 advantageously
tor the Indians than W as the practice. Indian OW: should be ordered
send fixed number of laborers Spanıis tOWNS CVECTIY week for 1re
ogether wıth 03A of fuel and vegetables. However, and prices should
NOT be fixed the Indians should be OWE: sell their OT
produce at the market pTI1CEe, opposed the Curren«ti practice ot fixed

and prices whereby they received one-half of what they received
their OWI) OW.: In thıs WadY “the assıgnment of people for OT the
panıs OW!] ll be made wıth due regar for the needs of the Indian [OWN
ın IC they lıve and of the panıs OW: where they ATC WOIL »

In determining LLNLOTC Just triıbute policy ZORITA propose system that
Was for the MOSTL part sımılar that practiced ın Indian soclety before the

The I'C'COH(1UCS'Z SsySstem Was NOTL ase! equalı Indeed, ıt
mMıg AappCar ave been arbitrary. The burden of trıbute tell the
CO  ONCTI'S, the macehuales, and NOTL the LNOTEC privilege: classes of
nobles, magıstrates, and istinguished warrıors wh along wıth the sick, the



POOT and the yOoung WCIC CXCMP L from triıbute. However, ‚ORITA understood
the complexity of the 1SSue. What clearly needed Was SyS tem that
ould make the transıtıon from the natıve CCOMNOMY the Spanish MONELATY
CCONOMY less disruptive the Indian communıtıies than the @& K{ duringthe early d of colonization. Hıs recommendatıon of the maın Iınes of
PreCON! u€ESL triıbute, un€Qqu: though iıt W. based the WAaTrene”es that
the underlyıng motivatıon of the Indian Ssystem Was provide order and
harmony the communı

ZORITA has been accused of being unftair his criticısm ot the Spanıiards,
exaggerating the elicity of Indian soclety.” But hıs analysis of the socıal

and ECONOMIC conditions Mexi1ico agree wıth others of his OWI) time. The
visıtador, DIEGO REZ, found that “t.he ECONOMIC needs of the Spanıiards,
their dependence uDON Indian labor and ıts produce, seldom allowed the
enlightened laws of the TOWN be Put operatiıon . It W ds that
through the efforts of the reformers the .TOWN enacted legislation liımit
the of the colonists. But the SAP between law reality Was TCAL,

the I‘Cp01"[ of demonstrated. Moreover, what INOITIC convincıng
pro0O: ot ZORITA’S analysıs COU. there be than the astounding decline of the
Indian population? study of population trends between 550 and 1570, the
per10| between the greaL epidemics of 4—1 and 157515
showed that the population at Trate of percent YCal,
thereby corroborating ZORITA’S analysıs that the increasıng OT demands
and socıal dislocation WCOCIC the prımary LCA4SOTIS for the population decline.

TE ZORITA pamte pre-CONquEStL Indian soclety LOO brightly, 0)8[  @ mMustkt
remember the intense political debate that prevaıled at the tiıme OVCTI the
ationalıty of Indian soclety. Perhaps he W ds that at the beginning of
the sixteenth CENLUTY Indian soclety had volved into complex
where °urban lıfe, the increasıng complexity otf functions, the increase ot the
dominions and the accompanyıng task of administration, and the CEINETSCNCEof COINNMNETCE ineluctably and ırremediably changed the ancıent ways”.**
When he Came Mexi1ico he had already sCCMH the catastrophic effects of
panıs. colonization the islands. Hıs experience Mex1co had filled
wıth horror that the Sarmne fate ould beftall the natıve Mexıcan people.
Embellished oug! hıs tTreatment of the Indian no might be,
description of the dynamics of Indian soclety and ıts emphasıis socıial
relations placed stark re. the cruelty of early Spanıis. colonial soclety,fHorded posterıty the aluable opportunıity SCC that Indian culture,
..  so suddenly destroyed, 15 ON  (D of those that humanıity be proud of
havıng created’””.

In 1561 ZORITA FRAY JACINTO SAN FRANCISCO propose: plan pacıfythe warlike Chichimec Indians who had been at WAar wıth the Spaniards sınce
the openmg of the sılver mıines at Zacatecas 1546 Faithful the
philosophy of non-violence of CASAS, they propose invıte the Indians

settle fOWNS where lay Spanilards ould be prohibited Irom entering.
Here they ould change their nomadıc WaYyS and follow peaceful, agricultural ıfe. Following the rejection oft this TEQUESL, ZORITA returned Spam

67



1566 He continued hiıs interest olonijal matters and corresponded wiıth hıs
en! ın the pro-Indıan It 15 not known when he died but ıt 15
assumed that his death took place shortly after 1585 when he completed the
Relaciön de las (OSAaS notables de la Nueva Espana.
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