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In the sEeventLIES An emmnent IMISSIONAT and hıstorı1an of the Belgıan IMISSIONATY
SOCIELY the Scheut Fathers (C Congregatıon of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary), Father JOSEPH VAN HECKEN published volumınous SCI 1C5 of works documen:-
Uuıng the IN1ISSIONATY history of the terrıtorıes Inner Mongohlıa where the
Scheut Fathers had been acLıve from 8792 untiıl theır gradual exıle Irom Chına
under the LE FE Sınce these works publıshed prıvately and LIINOTCOVCTI

Dutch (or Flemish) they d1IC Ol easıly accessıible LO researchers interested
MISSIONATY hıstory Sıno-Mongolıan studıes believe that these volumes contaın

rich tor scholars interested ıM varıely of Sıno-Mongolıan subjects ere
A basıcally [W!  e SCEISs of volumes the fiırst C& COVCT'S5 the of FKast-Mongolıa
the second OMNEC deals ıth South West Mongolıa
Fırst Serı1es

VAN HECKEN Dokumentatie betreffende de Misstegeschiedenis Va Oost-Mongolie Bısdom
Jo-ho-erh vols., Leuven, 1970—783 | Documentatıon CONCCETIMUT} the Mıssıonary
Hıstory ot Kast Mongolıa 10Cese O:  €  O

'TChıs volumınous PIONCCTINS work am IN Y atrttentLion the SUmMmMer otf 1977
when Was apan In 116 of the central houses of the Scheut Fathers 112

okyo, had chance LO look through these 1N€E volumes an the present TEVICW

based OIl NOLES taken ON that O  IC  S10 Sınce- 1 do nOL ave the work ıth
only report the table of conftfent: and Oınt Out those themes whıch ATC of es
nOoL only LO the church histori1an but mongolists genera|l
Volume Introduction Leuven, 979 (221 pP-)
Volume Leuven 970 (283 pp-.)

Eiforts toward KEvangelızatıon Dy the Jesults Fast Mongolıa
The Spread of the Faıth East-Mongolıa from the Arrıval of
the Lazarıst Fathers (1785) untıl the arrıval of the Scheut
9088  1T1arıes (1866)

Volume Leuven 970 (254 pp-)
he Take of the Apostolıc Vıcarıate untıl the Dıvısıon

three Vıcarıates 6—8
Volume Leuven 970 (337 ppP-)

Lhe Lake-over of the Apostolıc V ıcarıate of East Mongolıa Dy
Bıshop Rutjes
Fırst Expansıon and Dıfficulties
Apostolate around Pa-kou, Pe1-[ZU-cshan-shou an Sun-chu-tsul-
[Zu
he Rebellion of the Secret Societies Mongolıa,
nd 1fS eftfects

RA Juhan Pas Professor of Religi0ous Studies of the University of
Saskatchewan, askatoon, Canada.



Volume b Leuven, 1971 (391 pP-)
Restoratıon after the Persecution and 11CW Expansıon
he Boxer Rebellion nd ıts Results

Volume Leuven, 971 (4285 pp.)
CHh The Miıssıonary Personne!l and Restoration of the Missıon after

the Boxer Rebellion
he Great Leap Forward (1902-—1

olume Leuven, 79 (517 pp.)
he Miıssıonary Personnel and Development of Jehol ftrom 912
ıll 920

ı11 Mıssıonary Personnel and Development of the Missıon from
920 till 931

Volume Leuven, 973 (521 Pp.)
FExpansıon of the Catholıc Church ın Southern Jehol from 939
t11l 1941
The Apostolıc Vıicarıate of Jehol! durıng the apanese UOccupa-
tion 1934—45)
The Diocese of Jehol durıng the Communist uleB ——

Volume Leuven, 973 (523 pp-.) Missiologıcal Consıderatlions. Christijan Vısıon of
Lite Missıonary Personnel. Appendices.

Missiologıical Consıderations
Missıonary Personne!l
Bıbliıography and Appendices

As 1S clear Irom siımple look al the table of Contents, several of hıs serl1es
AT of specılal value [O the hıstorıian; although the book wrıtten from the
standpoımnt of mM1SS1ONarYy hıstory, ıts intriıcate relatıonshıps ıth contempor events
ıIn that part of Chına annot be lost Out of 1eW Of prıimary interest ATC chapters
and the rebellion of the secreit socleties (vol 4, ch , 248—278); and the long
treatment of the Boxer Rebellion (vol , ch T 225—3065). Also extremely
interesting A1C the repOrts ON the apanese OCccupation (vol 8, ch L3 and the
cCommunıIst rule (vol 8, ch 14) Iso vol offers poINts of interest: the relatıonshıp
between the Scheut mi1issiONaAarTIES and the Mongols (cCh n sub-section .. PP
183—200), expecılally the OI1 OW they made efforts LO approach the Mongols
by of intellectual actıvıtlies (pPp. 195—199).

H3 A able ave Ccs5 [O the books agaın in the future, E lıke [0O explore
several ot the mentioned themes and report ON them inr detaıil.

Second Series:
Part

VAN HECKEN, Documentathe betreffende de Misstegeschiedenis DAn Zuid-West Mongolıe.
Aartsbıisdom SUWYÜAN, Bısdom Ninghsıa, Eerste el Inleiding: Land en Volk In Zuid-West
Mongolıe. Leuven, 1976 | Documentation concerning the Missıonary Hıstory of
outh-West Mongolıa. Archdiocese of Sulyüan. 10Ccese of Ninghsia. Part One
Introduction. and and People of South-West Mongohlıa]. (556 IV pages).

Although the title indıcates hat the book whole COVOCTS the hiıstory of (the
Roman Catholıc) evangelızation of the diocese of Nıng-hsıa Ordos) yet thıs first
volume barely touches P the mM1Sss1ONAaTrYy actıviıties of the Belgian-Dutch Scheut
missionarıies at all It In fact introductory work g1ving AIl historıcal ACC of
the and and People of South-West Mongolıa the Ordos region, ıth g  a
amount of information On other aSpeCLS well.



In Chapter One, the author relates hıs SOUTCEC:! an bibliography. F()rem()st
AIMONS hıs SOUTCECS (pp figure unpublıshed etters, preserved ın the archıve:
of the M1SS1ONAaTYy socilet y of Scheut in Rome and etters published in VAarıous
mMm1SsS1ONAarYy periodicals and books, A well ral communiticatıons obtaiıned from
eye-wiıtnesses such missionNrıes and Christıian CONVvVert:! from the Another part
ot hıs SOUTCECS includes artıcles, reports, statiıst1cs, eic equalliy found in the archıves of
the soclety ın Rome ın the author’s possession.

The lengthy bibliography (PP IS divided linto works concerning the
geography (pp an the populatıon of South-West Mongolıa (pPp
and other works INOTEC directly relatıng [O m1ss1ONAary actıvıtles (PP fınal
part of the bibliography CONCET IS ‘missiological consıderation (PP. S ell
A works in Chınese (pp Mongolıan (p 59) an apanese (p 59) Although
the bibliography 1S extremely useful nd extensive, the divisıon ıst nOoL always clear
and chould preferably ave been lısted al the en oft the work. Also, the number of
orıental SOUTITCCS SCCII rather lımıted.

In Chapter Iw (PP. 60—208), the author offers genera|l description of the RC

of South-West Mongolıa, which used tOo include fıve administratıve divisıons of the
Chinese empiıre: (1) the and of the Mongol League (?) Iso called Ordos; 11) the land
of the Mongo!l Banners Alashan-Olöd and Torghud; u the prefecture Nıing-hsıa of
the Kansu province, later of the Nıing-hsıa PrOoVINCE; 1V) the land of the Ulantshab
Mongol League; and (v) the land of the Tümed-Mongols, later OIM part of the
province of Su1l-yüan. The descrıption of these fıve IS approached from
dıtterent viewpoints: descrıiptive geography, travel aCCOUuNftfTS, meteorology, flora,
fauna, geology an archeology. TrTom historıical angle, ıt looks that the ast part:
the archeology of South-West Mongolıa (pp 187-—208), 1S the exciting since it
COVCI'S5 such ıtems old citles, STaVCS, walls, and varıety of iındıvıdual objects. The
author admıts that hıs report 1S only general, and OI gaıns the impression that the
tOpIC could easıly by iıtself STOW into wıde project ot research.

Chapter TeEe (pPp 209—483) contaıns the bulk of the author’s investigatıions. He
tiırst d1scusses the intriıcate problem of the VarloOus peoples which inhabıted the
region of South-West Mongolıa before ıt Was ultimately Occupied by the Chınese ın
modern times. One by ONEC the VAarı0ous tradıtional per10ds of Chınese history ATC

dıscussed startıng ıth the prehistoric CTa 214 (pp 209—-244). In the
second place the author deals INOTEC in artıcular ıth the Mongolıan populatıon of
the 1Ca TOM 234 till present times 245—331), and thırdly wıth the Chıinese
populatıon rather wıth the colonızatıon of South-West Mongolıa bDy the Chinese
(pPpP. 332-—392). In the ourth place the author resumes the tOpIC of the Mongolıan
populatıon but deals INOTC ın partıcular ıth the Mongolıan people of the province
of Su1l-yüan from 9033 tall 949 (pp 393-444): of gre: interest since nNnOL often
treated by modern scholars 15 hıs report ()I1 the cıval WaTrT and the gradual
communıist Victory in thıs TCAa (pp 429—441). The ıfth and fıinal section of chapter
three deals wıth the sıtuatiıon of both the Mongols and the Chinese durıng the
Communist regıme (PP 445—4853).

In Chapter Four, the fınal chapter (PP.- 484-—-545), the author describes and
analyses the rel1g10us sıtuatiıon in South-West Mongohlıa. In three subsections he
treats successively the religıonso the Mongols (Shamanısm, the cult ot Genghıs
han and other Mongo! heroes, Nestorlianısm, Koman Catholıcısm and Islam),
Lamaılsm, and the religions of the Chınese The section shamanısm, although
short (pp 484—492) 1S verTY usetul: hopefully it 11l be taken agaın at another time
ın greater detaıl. The section Lamaısm 'Tıbetan Budchısm introduced ınto
Mongolıa IS rather sketchy nd offers a hıstoriıcal and geographical framework:



ONCE Aßallı monograph 15 asked tor! The fiınal on deals ıth the religions
practised by the Chıinese populatıon lıving 111 South West Mongolıa Characteristic
tor the author blıas the epıthet of whıch he adds religıion thıs
CONniLeEexXTL mong those religions AdI1C OL[ only menti:oned popular practlces
such A the worshıp of Kuan and Is shen but also Confuciaanısm Budchısm and
Islam Koman Catholicısm ISE treated briefly (PP 535 545) that only COVECTS ICS

hıstory before the arrıval of the Scheut INISSIOTMNAaTIECS 8792 The urther develop-
ment of the Catholıc IMNISSIONAT AaCLIVILIES referred LO Part 1 wo

All a ll Al} IMPTESSIVE work ıth wıde SCOPC based ()I1 wıde vanety of SOUTCEC

mater1als Unhappily tor the reader Man Yy of the SCOUTCCS Ad1IC pr1vate POSSCSSIOTN
and (All therefore hardly be verıtied Be thıs IL the author has made A

extremely valuable contrıbution LO COU knowledge of hıs part of Mongolıa and hıs
efforts Ca  —_ only be praised Owever, f thıs volume would VCT fınd regular
publısher, wısh that the author edıtor wiıl] take INLO ount the followıng
CT1L1C1ISMS whıth regard LO (1) anguage 11) techniıcal 2ISPC‘C[S of wrılıng and u LO hıs
basıc theologıcal presu OSIC1ONS

Fırst of al the author language and rather antıquated there A1C INanYy
inNnstances tawkward CXPTCSSIONS and VEl LNOTC 1s  Cof POOT word selection 5
ouvernement should be TeESCTINS (p 10) and “depeche purely French for
spoedbericht (p t would have been greatiy advısable thattheauthorhadınvıteda

language specıalıst TEVISC and polısh the whole manuscrlpt before
Secondly, IL APPCAaTS that the author OL famılıar ıth the commonly accepted

of publıc wrılPıng
examples
quotatlorls should be indented and sıngle-spaced
tıtles of books and foreign romanızatıon chould be underlıned
Chıinese place should be unıtorm an romanızed accordıng the postal
system “Shen-s1 should be “Shens!iı
Romanızatıon of Chınese characters NOL usually done according LO egge 0)8

Mathews (p but accordıng the Wade-Giles system
—  he publıcation facts of books ATC preferably referred _O footnotes instead of
interpolatıng hem the INaln texti

In the thırd place, take EXCEPLION ıth the author theologıcal presupposı LION,
whıch teel NnOTL only hurt the eelıngs of tellow-chrıstians but VECIN ıffend RKRoman
Catholıics ASs ell In work of thıs nature, theology be easıly putL asıde (3° at least
should nOL iınfluence the author’ scientific endeavour. However, the author does
nOoL chare thıs ODINDION}N he sSTates unambıguousliy (my translatıon):

consıder ı1L NECESSATY adı ere SOTIIMNNC ‘urther consıderations ıth regard
the standpoımnt ()I1 which place ourselves and the vIEeEWDOINL from which look
the matter We A fırmly convınced that thıs viewpOINtL the only authentic ONMNC for

Catholıc rıESsL that of the Catholıc INISSIONATY Chına He has the absolute
certamty that the NnNnOounNceme of the Christian Gospel the populatıon of Chına

divıne mandate whıich 5 O and teach al peoples (Mt 19) and that the
predication of the Good Message the only possıble road LO redemption

Therefore salvatıon OLthe ACQqUISILION of eternal salvatıon Dy the Chıinese
made possıble by (‚autama (Buddhısm), by Ea i a01sm), by Kung-tzu (Confucı-
anısm) OT by Mohammed Islam) These TEALU dTC OL able tO elevate 11a LO the

of supernatura|l ıfe and therefore unable ASSUTEC hım eternal salvatıon The
conclusıon whıch the MISSIONATY draws from these truths ot taıth IS VCrY sımple for
the Chınese tor Al Y other people the world eternal salvatıon impossıble
CXCEPL through CO  11 Chrıistianıty Dy which they partıcıpale the merTiIts of



ESsuUS Chriıst, who elevates them tO dıvine ıftfe through sanctıfyıng STaACC nd cleanses
them of a 11 SIN. Thıs 1S St Paul’s theology wıth whıch the Ordos mı1  1onarıles
deeply penetrated.’ (pPP 9—10)

Such AIl emotional OU‚[CI'Y in work which 1S basıcally hıstorical Ol NECCCSSaT y
and besides outmoded. —  he author 1S apparently OL AWATEC of the teachings of the
atıcan Councıl and VEeIl ess of the efforts of Roman Catholıc theologıians and
ecumeniıcally mıiınded priests such I HOMAS MERTTON, who died whıle he partıcıpa-
ted in of Buddchıist monks in Bangkok. Sınce the author’s bias does OL
SCCINMN affect hıs scIentiıific treatment ot the mater1al (at least OL ın thıs art One),

Can forgıve hım thıs time: “quandoque dormiıt bonus Homerus and hope
that the future volumes ıll be ‘redeemed’ from such questionable blas.

art II
VAN HECKEN, Documentatıe betreffende dAe Misstegeschiedenis Ua Zuidwest-Mongolıe,

Aartsbisdom Sa  an Bısdom Ning-hsi4, Tweerde Deel, Onder Monseigneur Jac. Bax,
C: (1872—1883). Leuven, 1976 (n p} 251 | Documentation concerning the
Misıonary Hıstory of South-West Mongolıa. rchdiocese of Su1-Yüan. 10cese of
Ning-hsıa. Part 1 wo, under bıshop ames Bax, 1G:1 2-1

We A 110 presented wıth purely historical treatise of the RKoman Catholıc
m1ss1ıONary actıvıtles ın the TC. of South-West Mongolıa. Thıs volume cConsIists of
ON chapter only: ıt deals ıth the Foundatıon of the Ordos mi1ıssıion the
erection of the Apostolıc Vicariate of South-West Mongohlıa. When the Belgian (and
Dutch) missionarılies of Scheut took OVerTr the Mongolıan missıon ftrom the French
Lazarısts ın 1865, thıs immense terrıtory Was subdıvıde into three large distrıcts:
the eastern distrıct of East Mongolıa (also called Kuan-tung) and already al that time
spoken of A Ch’eng-te-fu 038 prefecture of ‚eng-te; the central dıstrıct
consisting of Christian cer around the ‚mother-missıon‘ of Hsı-wan-tzu, sıtuated
In the eastern 'Ishahar Banners; the estern dıstrıct called Hs1i-k’ou-wal, CI1COIN-

passıng the western Tshahar Banners, Fastern Tumed and On-pa in Dsu-tzu-wang.
TIThe author describes In detaıl the development of the Christian church ın thıs
a untıl the time otf ifs divısıon into three separate relig10us dıstrıcts ın 8583 Thıs
chapter 1S subdivided into sect10ns: the expansıon of the western part of the
Apostolıc Vicarıate of Mongolıa, 1866—74 (PP 1—49); exploratıon trıp through
the Ordos and tırst establıshment of the Scheut missiONaAaTIES Feb 1874-Jan. 875
(PP. BÜ  D 18); foundatıon ot the Missıon aMONS the Mongols ın Djunghar, Otogh,
Alashan and Uüshın (pp 119—-177); apostolic work ın Alashan: 1875—80 (pp.
178—203); apostolıc work in Djunghar, Dalad an Tümed (pp 204—229);
development of the miıssıon In Southern Ordos Otogh): 1887—83 (PP 230—301);
development of the distrıct of an-tao-ho: 1880—83 (pp 302—340).

After conclusıon (PP. 335—338) the author adds register of PTOPCT Naln

place Nammes and object 11a (PP- 341—3406) followed by table of an
1st of Chınese characters (pp 349—351). Because of 1ts insıght into the socıal
character of the Mongol populatıon in the d, translate ere ın full the
conclusıon of 225—338

'he exclustue DU r  0S of he foundatıon of a INISSION ın Ordos had heen he FONVETSLION of
he Mongols wıth he exclusion of he Chinese. 'he farst INISSIONATLES I0 ANTIUE perhaps
ımagıned that ıf would he (As [0O ronvert he Mongols (L. he Chinese who, compared unth
primatıve eoples actually hard fO persuade fO accepl Christianity. For enmlızed heoples
ıke the Chinese, strongly anchored ın theır organızed religion, ıl extremely difficult [0

disentangle themselves from Y anıd f0O ronverlt themselves 10 another foreiıgn religion. However,
the Irue sıtuabhon nade he INISSLONATNLES CE) S$00ON that he Mongols not free [0

67



embrace othEr relıgıon bul Lamaısm, anıd certaıniy O, Christianity. N0l only WeEerTtEe Lhey
.01 free but they WEeTE often strongly attached 0 Buddhism tIhrough famıly [16s, SINCE nOost

famılıes rounted nember (NONS he lamas. Add [0O In Iheir moral corrupthon anıd he
satisfaction of theır DAssSIONS whıch they would hawve 0 rurtaıl In he Chrıistian religı0n. For
HLL Y these SPTLOUS obstacles [0 enter ınto he Church. However he greatest hindrance for
an Ordos Mongol 0 Converl [0 Christianity, U, hıs total dependence ÖN he magıslrates anıd
nobalıty. AlthougN he Mongols O xenophobes, he magıstrates frequently ınjected
unth thıs porson either by he higher magıstrates of Pekıng : Dy readıng anlıchrıstian
pamphltets. After all efforts of the INISSLONATLES O ConNvert he Mongols for Ihese TEASONLS had
farted, they turned [0 he Chinese and thus the Ordos Miıssıon has hecome INISSION (CWMONS anıd
for the Chinese. There U only ONME eXcephon: he small Mongoluan “appendix” al Boro
Balghasu where he INISSIONATIES for YEATS have fought (l SITENUOUS hattle agamnst Ihe
above nenbhoned four antagonıstıc elements. These WE will further discuss ın HMNOTE detaaıl.

Dependence of he Mongols UDON he authorıties ın he admınıstraltive
anıd socıal ATYEnA

Notunthstandıng Ihe ap  PATANCE of freedom, whıiıch Ihe Mongolian wandererS [0 eNJOY
ın hıs IMMENSE Dastures anıd lonely deserts, ONE has [0 adınıt Ihat few heoples eNJ0Yy Latlle
lıberty d he Mongols al Least from mN admınıstrabıue anıd socıal vewpomlt.

F ro;fi AaN adminıstraltrve viewpomt.
‘he Mongolian famılıes, apparently ndependent anıd mutually unrelated, UWEeTE hghlly

roped together through admınıstrabive Hes zohıich VE AYYOW., Ecach Banner Arnded
ınto regıments HARIYA), anıd each regıment ın companıes (SUMU) the LOp of each Banner,
there (l prince (named Rıng DY the INISSIONA y1e$) who 15 assısted INn h  S admınıstralhon DY (l

rouncıl of five nınıslers DJINKS Among the five mınNıslers EWO ATE 1USA  A 1ISHI or fırst anıd
seconıd mınıster; he tHhırd nınısler ralled DJAKIRUGH TSHI, anıd ronsıdered 0 be he
nınıster of war anıd leader of the mılıtary DOwer; he EWwWO remamıng ONEeN ralled
he head of each ha 1ya Ihere 158 (l DJALAN, (l vETY powerful offıcıal, appomted DY Ihe hrince anıd
hıs rouncıl anıd replaced every few YEATS, He rommaAanıds anıd responstble for several SUMU of
whıich hıs regıment 25 composed. He rontrols hıs court for mınr affaırs anıd 25 entiutled [0
bealt anıd he defendants. he LOD of each SUMU there (1 DJANZGI: he rules 1WoO
TABIN-U DU, each of whom ıIn urn controls Ewo HORIN-U Ö, who finally have each (wo
ARBAN-U DARUGHA (l. Aassıstanks (or adıudants). All tIhese officıals used {O be callted
‘ mandarıns' by he OM r«y INISSIONATLES. They responstble for Iheir subjects anıd In dealıng
unth them dispose of far-reaching DOWETS. Punıshmenlts for (TIMES Consısl of whippping wılh he
black whip (at least al he DJALAN court), of fines of money OT cattle anıd of forced labour.
Threatened unth those enforcements he Mongots A slaves, prepared 10 dAo ÖY I0 Avord
whatever pleased he officıal. Causes of appeal Dy ndımduals who wısh O defend Iheır rıght
agaınst SOME offıcıal anıd (l hım before ( hıgher officıal, only effechwue ıf they ATE ıned
unth gıfts of gold. However such ( DPrTOCESS esults ın he total rumn of he CCUSET who Ihen
Aoomed fO lead (l mnıserable lıfe, PÜFRN worsened by tIhe effectrue anıd ınsalıable of the
accused offıcıal. In ordınary CM officıals Aud nol allow theır subjects 10 roNverlt OY [0 SO OUer

O the foreigners, for they believed that they would [0Se them for Iheır save SPIWACES anıd
financıal contriıbubhons; because they had heen influenced DY he lamas who dzd NOl wanl
theır subjects 0 J0m a foreign relıgı0n. They enttled LO kınd of molence [0
such defection and actually widely abused theır authorıty.
b From the socıal %Iiew])oi nl

Socially speakıng tIhe Mongols nol free fO CONVENrT. he old slem. ?h'1li(ling Ihe

[)oj)ulqtia;l ınto nobilıty (Tayıdyı) and serfs Lbatu) remammed ın exislience MMONL he Ordos



Mongols ‘he nobalıty ATE Aescendants of Genghis Khan OY hıs hbrolhers Ecach nobleman
disposes of several famılıes f serfs OTVer whom Ihey PXETE Ihe fullest rıghls, NRS Ihe serf
has only Auhes nobleman forbids hıs serf 10 CONVETT fO Christianity I0 hawve CONLAaACLS unth
Eu hecomes ımposstble for he Albahtu 10 Ao Hıs lord enttled fO IM DOSE (1 hım
all possLOLE punıshments HO inalter how unreasonNAble {hey

Dependence of he Mongolts on Lamaism
he Lamaıisım of T’songkapa, OY reformed Lamaıism had suffered greally during e Moslem

rebelhon thousanıd,s of Ordos lamas had been mnassacred anıd almost all temples ın Ihe Ordos
VEDION had heen destroyed Thıs fact nade he Catholıcr NL  10NAaTIE. hopeful Ihalt Lhey would
201 ineel unth ronsıderable VYESISEANCE from the sade of he lamas OWeEeVvVer he few
VEMALHLUNS lamas sl exercised mIN all howerful influence on he mınds of he supershlous
Mongols he lamas RNEew ROow fO Ihreaten them IO ınshll INLO them (1 supershlous fear for
dimnne puniıshments They skillfully explorted he misfortune of SOME ronverted Christbans bDy
explaimıng those (Ads Adrnne VEHDEAMHCE Onm he olher hanıd he lamıas rould always rely ON he
MSSISTANCE of he officıals whenever there Un need of USENS znolence agaınst he Christians
Several 2MES the lamas themselves drd NO hesitate [0 USEC brutal force he HLS.  ONAaATIes rould
only rely ON he rıghls accorded [0 them by he treatı:es conchluded hetween China and he
2LAL0NS However, the Mongolhan nmuthorıbhes Ard neiıther VECOQNIAZE hıs richl take serzously
he few remarks mnade Dy he nın ısSIers ıI}n Peking Several Mongols Werre nol personally
attached 0O Lamaıism and AYE PÜERN happy fO he ıberated from 2ES hated [y of demandıng
financıal contrıbulons, WOMEN, elc. ul Ihe Ihrealts of punıshments for LTANSZTESSING tIaboos DY
whıich he Mongols strongly chamed, had (1 powerful nfluence ON he hearts anıd unll of
he ordinmary Mongol. Therefore, he Mongols’ dependence ON Lamaism had I0 he ronsıdered
he nost ımportant ıf ol he strongest obstacle for Iheir CONDETYS1O0ON [0O Christanıity

The Mongolts noral corrupthon
As people the Mongols U NO Longer he SIrong anıd brawve men from he 2MeSs of Genghais

Khan Moreover, Lamaisım had because of 6S forced celıbacy weakened he morals of HUL Y
peopte 'he MMNAaS wandered I rough he deserl! anıd passed the nghts PRYe anıd Ihere ng
unth Ihe WOMEN of Iherir relalıves who Ard nl dare I0O DPOSe them 'he strıct famıly ıfe had
been thus destroyed IN HN CS also because he head of the famıly U absent for days ON
end either I0 search for (1 los! horse, camel OT OX, OT 10 herform forced labour al hıs Prince
COUFT: Moreover, Chinese ılınerani merchants had ıntroduced ınto many famılıes Iheır ODW

UICENS of smokıing opium, gambling, concubinage, elc. To0 wishing [0 become (1 Christian
al thıs was forbıdden.

In he IOWN of Fu--MAa-fu, Father Devos experienced (l deep mnmoral Corruphion much y()
thalt he rould elicıl Ihere only few ıf any CONVDETS1ONLS In Shadjintuhai hıs Mongolhan
CONvVerlts persecuted [0 death In Dijünghar Father Jansen experienced he Mongols
SITONg attachment [0 he rult of Genghis Khan Thıs ndade hım leave Ihe Mongols anıd turn I0
he Chinese nstead

In Boro Balghasu he IHT.  HATIES persevered bul only God BnNows al he prıce of whal
ACT? ICEes and efforts! Wıth he excephon of Ihıs Localıly all SEAaLONs of South-west
Mongolıa became I7  2707 MMONS Ihe Chinmese 'he Chinese residing ıin the Ordos all
heople who had oslt theır INEAHS of PxXıistence I}n he ınlterıo0r Thanks I0 he INISSLONUANY')Y ACLON
they had rediscovered decent human lıfe Ihrough becomıing Christzian.

art IIIT
VAN HECKEN Dokumentatie Derde Deel Onder Monseigneur Alfons Devos 3—8,

Kn Prowmvcarıs P Alfons BermynA Leuven 977 261 |Part Lhree Under
Bıshop Altons Devos, 188388 and Provıcar Father Altons Bermyn 1888—89|



art ree also cConsıIısts oft only chapter: it deals ıth the Ordos mı  102 from
883 untiıl 889 under leadershıp of Bıshop DEVOS and Pro-Vıcar BERMYN, later L[O
become bıshop of Ordos. —  he subdıvısıon of the chapter has 110 specıal sıignıfıcance:
ach section COVE IS One partıcular The subdıvısıons could well be dropped,
Its only Justification being the shortening of the chapter.

Although these volumes Ml be of the interest for those concerned ıth
M1SSIONATY history, they could attract wıder cırcle of readers ıf ON the OMNIC hand
they would be avaılable in dıfferent language and OI1 the other hand would be
rewrTItten by gifted novelist: the informatıon contaıned ere constitutes partıcu-
larly movıng document of human adventure In the service of Al ıdeal T’he
amount ot materiı1als taken from etters wrıtten Dy the ‘“heroes of the StOTy ” makes
the whole work lıvely and fascınatıng. One teels admıratıion for the author who
paınstakıngly collected the SCOUTCC! and reconstituted the hıstory of Al episode of
Chriıstian MI1SSIONATY actıvity which has perhaps left 110 in the VEr Y and
where the events took place.

Part Three has 110 indexes (T 1st of Chınese characters, and ends ıth A table of
Contents (PP. 260—261). specıa|l paragraph OM 261 contaıns rather disappo1n-
ting € because of the author’s ıllness, the continuation of thıs serı1es has [O be
stopped. The materIı1als dIC almost ready tor publication and would COomprIise total
of volumes:

Part Ordos under Bishop Ferdinand Hamer (1889—1900);
Parts Ordos under Biıshop Bermyn (1900—-1915);
Part Ordos under Bıshop Van DycR untıl Ihe dıivasıon (1916—-1922).

From hıs pomint ON, 11ICW subtıtles AT gıven but 110 futher dıivisıon ınto 116C W volumes
follows:
After the dıvisıon (of Ordos):

The Apostolic Vicariate of Sul-yüan (which bacame Al archdiocese In
under Bıshops an Dyck and Morel untı! the take-over Dy the Chınese cClergy.

The Apostolic Vicarlate of Nınghsıia under Bıshop Frederickx —  y
under Biıshop Schotte under Viıcar Delegate Depuydt (  vl
under Bıshop Van Melckebeke (Diocese of Nınghsıa) (  S

Hopefully either the author OT Sala SOT 1l| make these promiısed volumes
avaılable, since they 1Ul certammly OL only contaın materi1als relevant LO the
immediate objective: m1ss1ONary history, but also enrich the hıstorıj1an s documenta-
tion concerning aAall interesting per10d of modern Chıinese history: the Boxer
Rebellion In 900, the per10d of warlords and bandıts ın North-China, and the
gradual communıiıst of Chına

The author agaln cshould be congratulated for hıs efforts tO publısh such
maJor work ONM Mongolıa (Inner Mongolıa) keeping in ınd the reservatıon made
concerning hıs outdated theological prem1ses.


