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Introducthon
Performance otf the Korean CCONC for the past [WO decades really spectacular

enough [O warrant describing it “eeCcONOMmI1C ıracle”. IT’wenty YCaTS (T

South Korea Was still economically far from the FECOVECTY of the Impacts of the
Korean War vm  he natıon’s CCONOTNY Wr Sal overwhelmimngly agricultural, and the
population, growıng of approximately PCT cCent pCT 9 Wr fast
outstripping avaılable tood Well-ınformed outsıde Oobservers tended LO

regard the siıtuation CXr [0O hopeless.
In 1984, however, the tuatıon completely citterent. South Korea 1S OW

recognized Al industrıal In fact, ch highly ranked amnı
mıddle-ıncome countrıes in the world.

Such tfast econOmIı1cC change must ave brought ıth ıt sweeping change in
aspect of socıal lıte The aım of thıs C555d y 15 LO present bird’s-eye 1e W of such

change and evaluate ıt ıth SOCIO-ECONOMIC pomt of l1ew.

Economiıc Cha NDE
a) Development Trends

\Or the past twentLy Korea has implemented five five-year ECOoNOMIC
development plans ıth spectacular During the 1 960’s nd the 1970’s the
orean CCONOMY attaıned such hıgh of growth per n and pCT ent

per YCAar, respectively. ese growth A1C ın sharp ıth the other upper
mıddle-ıncome countries: those dIC much hıgher han theır average growth rate:

Average growth of uppCr mı ddle-ıncome countrıes W: PCT ent pPCT yCar in
the 1960’s and per en pCT YCar ın the 1970’s.' Such econOomIcC performance IS,
indeed, remarkable EV! quıte unprecedented in the development experience of
developıng countrIies.

Development Strategy
The proximate AuscCc of the ECOoNOMIC grthh ın Korea he rapıd exXpansıon of

foreıgn demand through the drastıc drıve for ‚export fırst Such 4A expansion ON

the demand sıde has been able {0O be matched ONM the supply sıde by the rapıd capıtal
Oormatıon through the actiıve inducement of foreign capıtal.

Around 960 Korea adopted the export-oriented development strateg Y. he
adoption of thıs W: influenced by such factors A! the OOr TESOUTCEC

endowment, the small of domestic market, and the avallability of ell-

motivated{ manpower wıth hıgh educatıon level nd relatively low

C) Expori Performance
'Fhe export-oriented StraLegy has turned OutL L[O be quite successtul: it has resulted

in the rapıd increase in CXpOTtLS, whıch In has led {0O A acceleration of EeCONOMIC
growth. In fact, CXPOTL performance has een OS outstandıng :eature of the
Korean CCOHNOIMY durıng the period 1962—82 It should be emphasized that hıgh

of CEXpOTrL growth ave been maıintaıned throughout the per10d nd that
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€XPOI"[S of manufactured products ave assumed extireme importance ın 1bsolute

otal exports Dy aAba 400Thus, between 1962 and 082 Korea increased her
times, from US$% 5 millıon ın 962 [O US$% in 1989.? Such growth record
mMust be LOO hiıgh [O be compared wıth that of the CXP()I"[S ot the total world and

developıng countrIies, although higher record ın Korea cshould be discounted ın part
by the lower inıtiıal base.

O of manufactured g00ds by 1boutIn the SAarmlıc per10d, Korea increased her CXP
1,820 tiımes, from US$% 11 millıon ın 962 LO S$ miıllıon ın 19892 The
share of manufactured x00dSs ın the Orean €Xp()l"t5 has been growıng remarkably,
from 19 pCT cent O 91.6 PpCT cent durıng the per10d 1962-—82

The rapıd expansıon of EXPDOTLS of labor-intensive manufactured g00dS has Impor-
tantly contributed LO economıc growth in Korea Dy utilizıng her abundant TESOUTCC,

labor, whıle economıi1zıng ON her7 capıtal. In FaCt: manufacturing has
absorbed considerable of the increases ın the orean labor force, thereby
sharply reducıng the unemployment. The of unemployment declined trom

PCT ent ın 063 {O 4 .1 pCT cen in I’hus, the export-oriented has
turned Out LO be employment-oriented ell

d) Fxternal Dependence
chould be emphasized that spectacular achiıevement of the export-oriented

development has OL been Aa uınmıxed blessing LO the orean

Durıiıng the per10d 1960—82, the external dependence of the Korean CCONOMY
indicated by the chare of foreıgn trade ın GNP Wa raised by IMOTEC than four tiımes
Irom 16 pCI cent 71.8 pCT ent Such sharp increase in the external
dependence of the Korean Wds natural CONSECQUENCEC of the leadıng role of

exports in the growth PTFOCCSS, Because of the OOT TESOUTCEC endowment, it Was

inevıtable tor Korea increase the import of IA materials nd capıta!l g700dS fO

produce the go0ds for CXPOI‘tS nd domestic consumption. or D  instance, the chare of
IA materI1als in Korean Imports amounted [O 522 pCT in 1982 High external

dependence IS apt tOo CXPOSC sensitively the Korean LO the fluctuations
in world CCONOMY.

e) Structural Change
Structural change in the Korean CCONOMLY for the peri10d 1960—82 cshown ın

Table ] an Table The remarkable phenomenon has been the relatıve
dechne ın the chare of the agricultural SECLOT both contrıbutor tO Gross Natıional
Product and the principal provider of employment, decline whıich has
been accompanıed Dy the relatıve increase In the shares of industrıal and servıice
SECCIOTS. There has been remarkable rise in iımportance of the service SECLIOT. it has
become NnOL only the largest SOUTCEC of GNP by 982 (46.6 pCT cent), but also the

largest provıder of employment than the industrıial SECLOT (46.1 pCT ent compared
21.9 pCT cent)
Such change has also been reflected ın the employment SsStructure by occupational

During the per10d 1970—82, the chare of professional, technical, admıiınıstra-
tive, managerı1al, and clerical workers registered Aall increase of 206.8 pCT CERL; the
cshare of sales workers, service workers registered A increase of B} 3 pCT CentL, and
the share of production workers and transport equıpment Operators registered A

increase of 236.5 peCTr i whereas the chare of agricultural workers registered
substantıal decrease of 37.6 perT cent./
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As CONSCQHUCHC the STITUCLUTE of the mıddle clas has been diversitied and
substantıal of the agrıcultural workers ave moved O such OCCUPALIONS
production work and transport CEqUIPMEN Operation According tO SUTVCY, the
socıal stratıficatiıon W: composed of pCT ent of class pCr of miıddle
class, and pCT ent of lower class. Although the figure for the middle class might
ave been somewhat exaggerated, ıL true that the mıddle class has been steadıly
STOWINS tar

Table (srOss Natıonal Product by Industry
(per cent)

agrıiculture Torestry, socıa|l overhead capıtal
hunting and fiıshıng nd manufacturing and other SCTVICE'!

960 44 _ %3 10.1 45.6
970 23().4 19 5()
1975 24.9 28.0 4A31
980 15 235.6 5
9089 18 35.4 46.6

Source Bank of Korea, Natonal Income of Koreda 9089

Table Structure of Fmployment
(per cen

agrıculture, forestry, soc1a|l overhead capıtal
hunting an fiıshıng an manufacturıng and other

9064 70.8 29,%3
970 5().4 14.3 25.2
975 459 19.1 250
980 354.0 DD 42 .4
982 2392.1 AA 46.1

Source Inıstry of Labour, Yearbook of Labour Stalıslıcs 980 983

Nncome Dıstriıbution
Despite the spectacular achıevements 38 growth there has been

STOWINS dıssatısfactıon ıth W fırst, dıstrıbute later SLTaLERY 111 the Korean
pıcture hıs dissatisfaction has been accentuated especılally

equıtable distrıbution of the beneftits of growth
Durıng the peri10d 196283 the per Capıta GNP increased Dy than LWENLY
9 Trom US$ LO US$ 884 Wıth such remarkable growth the cshare of the
populatıion suffering from absolute pOVvertLYy 111 the total South Korean population
declined from peT 111 965 pCT 111 However, IL cshould be
noted that the dısparty AI ONS the socıial Stirata has been widening. ÖOr
nce, during the per10d 1965—78 the total ı11COME ot the t()p ıfth of the South
Oorean populatıon increased sharply from per LO pCT of the total
natıonal INCOME, whereas durıng the per10d 970—78, the total ı11COTIN of the Owest
[W:  S fifths of the South Korean populatıon decreased trom per ent L[O 155 pCT
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Wage differentials a1SO Ser10us distrıbution problem area in the Korean

ECONOMIC picture. Wage differentials Dy educatıon level has been widening durıng
the per10d 1971—81 he AaVCTASC of the hıgh school graduates and of the
mıddle schooal graduates W3 56.4 pCT CeETt; and 36.8 pCT CEHt; respectively of the

unıversity graduates ın 197 E and these ratios declined [O 445 pCT ent and 30.7 PCT
respectively ıin 198 lll Thus, the ECONOMIC growth turned Out LO ave favoured

hıgher income STOUPS, thereby makıng wealth concentrated OI1 them
An understandable distrust of anı y free abour mMOvement R LO be current in

governmen cırcles whıch ATC inclined [O g1ve priority _O the development of exp()rt
industrIies. Korean ('.‘XPOTI 1S largely based OI the products of labour-intensive
industrIies, the temptatıion IS strong LO keep the prices of €XPOY'[S al competitiıve
levels Dy keeping labour OStT:! IO0w possible. An increase of than 200 pCT
ent in industrıal abour CC ın real between 970 and 981 indicates SO

for such governmental' 110O0W that ıt much rapıd rate of
increase than that in countrıes competing ONM the such apan,
Sıngapore, and Hong Kong. ' Nevertheless, he Korean worker’'s monthly earnıngs
remaıned relatively low (about US$ 300), al the end of the per10d. In 1981 0B
pCI ent of the Korean workers earned les: than 00,000 (about US$% 140) peCT
month, and 78.8 pCT cen of them wWeTC women.‘

'The government’'s hard-core anti-Communist attıtude 4180 inclines the authorities
1e W “disruptive” abour actıvıties ıth misgıvings. Unions ATC organızed at the

COM1DaANYy level and there existed 2,194 nıt uUun10Ns in 989 The unlionızation ratfe

1S verYy low: 984,1306 workers, PCI CEHL; of the total non-agricultural workers

’  ’ persons), WeEeTC unionized ın 1989 .16 However, they tend [O be,
otten than nOL, subjected [O such close governmenta!l control that they ATC rather
ineffective. The worker tends LO be viewed “patriot” serving the natıonal
PUrpOSC of acceleratıon of eCconOomiıcC growth. Conthlict between labour and aNnasC-

15 controlled and cooperation between them IS actively pursued,
In all faırness, however, ıt should be emphasızed that enlightened 1E€ W of

the labour mMOoveme ADPCAT> LO ave been developing AMONS higher government
authorities. ere aDPCAars LO ave been growıing CONsSCIOUSNESS aMONS them that
certaın amoun of improvement in the sphere of WdDC> nd welfare OL only a cOst
but Iso investment in stabılity an efficıencCy of the Iabour force, which must be
INE tor urther econOmIı1cC growth. They aAappCar tO ave been increasıngly

of the eed tO strengthen the “growth wıth development”
Socıal Change

a) Famıly Relationships
The tradıtional Korean famıly moderately extended famıly of three

generations.
But the PTESSUTECS for change ave become massıve the CCONOTMY chıfts from

agrıculture LO industry. The individual OVOW exercises tfarT autonom Y than he
could dream of VCI twentLYy twenty-fıve YCars AQO. He Call, often than NnNOL,
assert hıs rights and ave them respected, by arents.

Nuclear famılıes those composed of only [WO generations ATC increasingly
COMMOTTN, d! the smaller family S1Ze noted above indıcates, but elderly parents stall
tend reside in the ome of theır eldest OT of another child Faljlure adequately

for one’s NtS 1S still Ser10us fault, ın the CVCS of Koreans. Famıly
S17€ has been declining sharply from 5 members in 1960 LO 5.37 members ın

1970; and 4.62 members In 1980!7 probably under the ımpact of famıly plannıng
ell of risıng urbanızatıon.
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Socı1a|l Alhances
The famıly nd kınshıp LIONS lan form the P  U f e socıal relatiıon-

shıps IMn Korea H()WCVCT‚ the 1mportant ()peratlve relatıonshıps extend far
beyond the kınshıps ciırcles bDy blood an Marrıape. Graduates of the school,
and partıcularly of the .éame yacr 11} the an school, ftorm A especıally close-knit
cırcle, later lıfe, an AT expected help ach other LO the limit of theır
abılıty Regıional allıances ATeC especılally S AMONS people from provincıa| A1CAd5

who PAUS miıgrated [0O the urban S

C) Posıtion of Women

Korean SOC let)/ 15 st111 male-dommimated but women ave considerable degree of
authorıty regardıng everythıng that ran Spıres wıthın the house Male-domıimance
Ca  —_ be SPCECMH clearly the code of famıly Iqaw I1} Korea

In relatıon Korean WOTTEN socıal partıcıpation the tradıtional Contucıan
famıly Ssystem does OL reflect OMa riıghts and pr()tecll()n It affects WOTNAanNn

Korea, but they d1C nOoL interested highting for thıs equalıty
In general Korean OMMECIM ATC no interested polıtıcal eManNCIpatION SC  “19]

ustıce, and equal rıghts for WOTTNCI] Many of the educated Oorean Omen TCTINaIN

CONserTrvalLıve and ATC tıt INLO the sexual role that Korean SOCIELY prescrıbes
In theır 1CW W ONa educated order be good ıfe and WISC mother hıs
attıtude does end _O evaluate OMI As educated ()7T' publıc offıce
holders oft the natıon

However, ıth the PTFOSTCSS of ındustrıialızatıon Korean WOTNCII ave tended LO
take part ECONOTMMIC actıvıtlıe': actıvely the early 960 In fact the
or force paruapauon rate oft OTIMNNCII increased from peCT cent 963 [O 42
pCT ent 1982 It be noted that of the economically acLiıve WOTTIEN has
relatıvely low leve] of educatıon. For iInstance, 1981, pCT Ce of OINECI] who
WEeTC gainfully employed had 110 hıgher than the mıddle school education.'? As
ONSCYUECIICC, they tend LO be employed ı1n relatıvely OW--pald, unskılled OCCUPAaLIONS.
For NsSLanNC: 117 981 AVCTaAPC monthly WdLC of WOTNECN W 105 379 (about US$%
150), less than half (46 pCT cen of AVCTAPE monthly WanC of INC  _ (228 145 WOIN,
about US$ 325) A Of COUTSC, IL CannoL be denı:ed that such anC dıfferentials the
result of SC  < diserimınatıion LOi PeExtfent

Dıvorce

1VOorce has been INCFEAaSINS during the 970 but slowly when compared [O

ManYy Western COunNnfLrTıIES except Italy he Korean dıiıvorce of about dıvorces
pCT ten thousand populatıon 111 980 about ten lower than the tor the

the INEC It about 5{X lower than the tor the United
Kıngdom about three i1ıme: lower than the rate tor the West Germany, about [WO

lower than the for apan 1171 the yYCar

e) Famıiıly Planning
Famıily plannıng Programs ave been promoted vigorousiy by the government

964 The SUCCESS of the famıly plannıng PTFOgTams indicated by the
reduction of the aAavCcTape annual population 111CTYTEAaSC of pCT cen for the per10d
1960—70 peTr cent for the per10d 1970—81 22

Korea tamıly plannıng PFOSTam began LO SITESS IU (intra-uterine devıce)
1964 Oral CONtLraceptıives became wıdely avaılable around 968 Untiı! then the
only alternatıves LO the 1U WETC condoms and sectomıes
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Since 973 the emphasıs has been shıfted from the rura|l ınhabiıtants LO the OOT
people 111 urban C nd the sterılızatiıon began tO be widely operated Especıally

978 the sterılızatıon has increasıngly played A ım portant part the famıly
3plannıng actıvıtıes Korea

Abortion
In Korea abortion I1Nallı legally iımıted tO where the hıte of the mother
danger, where the PTFESNANCY Was caused Dy P OT where the has

disease whiıch might deform the baby. In practice, however, violatiıons of the Iqaw
agaınst other abortions ATC rarely, ıf CVOCE, prosecuted; and abortions ()I1 demand AT

openly performed ı hospitals.
bıl! legalıze z abortions Wds introduced INLO the Natıional Assembly 970

but Was wıthdrawn for largely because of Catholıc ()pp()$l[l()fl In 973
however Maternal and Chiıld Health Law passed 11 the Natıonal Assembly,
whıch allows the abortion VvVen for SOCI1I0-eCONOM 1CAds(

According {O SUTVCY, IL Wa estimated that about 53% 000 abortions WEIC

operated iM YCar the per10d 977 and thıs figure amounted {O the
abortion ratıo of 750 abortions pCT ON  m thousand 1ve biırths A ere SCECTITN LO be
110 indıcatiıon that the SILEUALIOTr hıs regard has een IMDTOVINS Ver AICE

Urbanızation
Urbanızation proceeding al Al extremely rapıd I1} South Korea. Untiı! the

1950’s the Country Wı agricultural, wıthout qualification. NOwWw, definıtely -the
15 ITuUuE Seoul, alone, registered populatıon TEASC of 249 per cent

between 960 an 1980, [O S, 3606,000 ı111 the latter YCAar, thereby OCCUDYINS peCT
ent of the total South Korean populatıon he urban populatıon 111} 960 Wr

pCT of the total populatıon and Wr pCT ent 950 thereby exceeding
the rural populatıon

Durıng the 960 the urban mıgration Wr greatiy influenced by the industrialı-
zatıo n Especıally 11CE the latter half of the 960 large-scale urban M1gTation took
place and between 960 an 975 25 PCT en of the rural population migrated
the Cıtles, Consequently, populations IM rural Ad1CAds tend decline 20 More signıf1-
cantly, the farm villages AT losıng theır young people Many rura|l report
shortages of arm abour because of theır yOoUuNger 1116  v ave migrated [O the
Citıies

Housing
Wıth the acceleratıon of urbanızatıon the need for |ow-cost housing has been

of TIS proportions especılally I1} the MAaJOT CILIESs Although the gorvenment has
made consıderable efforts for such need the problem has been WOTSCHINS Lhe
supply of house has taıled LO incre4sE enough LO absorb the 111CTEASE urbanızatıiıon
As ONSEQUENCE, housing supply Tatıo dropped sharply from 89 5 pCT enl 38 960
{O 67 pCT ent In 98%3 It be noted that thiıs Talıo increased IMn ruralü from

PpCT 960 [O pCT ent 111 083 whereas IL decreased IM urban C
from pCeT cent 111 960 [O pECT in 9083 27

1) Health and Socıal Weltare
Because of the tradıtionally StrONg we of famıly--related tor the indıvıdu-

al, the eed for public-service iINstLiıtutionNs an ABCNCIES has been rather sIiow {O be
recognized In fact the extended famıly has served t[O extent kınd of
socıa|l 1I1SUTaNcCce 111 Korea
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Medicine has tended LO be busıne  S} rather than publıc Servıice. In general,
medical doctors ave been accorded relatıvely hıgh SsOcia]l SLaLus, whereas nursiıng
and other medical specıaltıes ave been regarded d low socı1al status OCCcupations.
AN3e number of medical! doctors registered remarkable increase of 68.1 pCT ent
TOM in 1970 L[O in 19892.°8 As CONSCYUCNCC, the populatıon PpCT
medical doctor decreased by 25.6 pCT ent from 2,105 ın 970 [0O 1,576 In 19892.*°
hıs physıcıan-population ratio much hıgher than the ratios for O! advanced
countries (for instance, about three times hıgher than the ratios for the West
Germany Italy and the UÜUSs in 1977, and about twice hıgher
than the ratios for the Unıted Kıngdom and apan ın the YCar)30

At the S4amne time, it 1S O be noted that there has exıisted Ser10us ımbalance In the
medical aATrlCcC between urban and rural A1C: Most medical doctors ave 11-

trated in urban ATrCas, leavıng IManYy rura|l A4TCEAS almost completely wıthout medical
[ E in 1982, 90.2 pCT enft of the medical doctors WECTC practicing In urban
areas.}?'

In 1977 the medical iInsurance SyStem of the socı1a]l insurance Lype establiıshed
ıIn Korea, and ıts beneficilarıes numbered 3,85853,000 CT SONS, covering only 10 pCT
ent of the total South Korean populatıon in 978 Between 978 nd 1982, the
number of 1fs beneficiarıes than trıpled, mounting in the
latter VCAar, whıch covered 32928 pCT Cent of the total South Orean population.  52
} Socıal Order

Rapıd urbanızatıon an industrialızatiıon ave brought ıth them the Seri0us
socıal diısorganısatı1ons whıich ATC ftound In siımılar PTOCCS55CS in other countrIies, but in
Korea the impacts of Many of these disorganısıng ‘Orces ATC blunted Dy the socı1al
SyStem.

kven in the cıtles people usually maıntaın relatiıonshıps ıth from theır
home 9 and the emall geographic Z of the natıon makes possıble frequent
VISItS ne s hometown. he web of socı1al relationshıps thus tends LO adapt INOTEC

tlexıbly urbanızatıion in Korea, thereby maintainıng g00d order, than t does in
SOTIMNC other countriıes.

However, tradıtional socıal controls whıch depend ON such relationships tend tO
be lessened by the influence of “urban anonymı It should be noted that crıme

nd that the share of violentave increased somewhat ıIn recent
offences in the Juvenile deliınquency has increased from WE M PCI cent in 970 LO
50.7 pCT In 1979 .54

The Juvenıle delinquency lıkely LO become SseTr10US, in 16 W of the fact that
the share of the ADC 15—924 In the populatıon dıstrıbution tends {[O increase. In
fact, durıng the per10d 196080 it increased from 18 PCT ent t[O OE pEeT ent.  5D
Moreover, It cshould be noted that the unemployment tends tO De gl reater tor

people. For instance, ın 1981 the unemployment rate WAdsSs 10.2 per for
people, IMOTE than double the total unemployment (4.5 PCT cent).”9 In

other words, the youth unemployment amounted LO 46.7 pCT cent of the total
unemployment ın the AIn YCar

Educatıon
a) Lower nd Secondary Educatıon

——  he AVCTaAPE prımary school pupıl tends LO learn hıs lessons in an Overcrowded
classroom. For instance, ın 90982 pupils pCT classroom numbered 62 for Seoul and
for the natıon whole.®/ Under such CIırcumstance hardly anYy attempt 1 be
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made to develop hıs thinkıng, reasonmng, crıitical abilıties OTr hisireativity. However,
Korea’s schools ave een adminıstered ıth enthusıasm, dedication and determına-
t10N and have played maJor ole ın the virtual eleminatıon of ıllıteracy aM ONS
today's yOUNSCT adults.

In recent ave been made LO retform the WOTSL features of the
educatıon SYSLEM. FEntrance examınatıions for the mıddle school and the hıght school
WEITIC elımınated, thereby greatiy reducıng the of studıies for the pupıls of
prımary and mıddle schoaols.

Secondary schools of the “academic” Lype remaın geared LO preparatıon of
students attaın higher marks in the scholastıc achiıevement tor the university
IC Hıgh school students dea]l superficially ıth wıde of subjects, and
spend theıir graduatiıon yYCar memorIizıng possıble SWCIS LO the scholastıc achleve-
ment for the unıversity entTrance They ave lıttle opportunity integrate hat
they ave earned.

In recent the overnment has made efforts tO increase the number nd
qualıty of vocatıonal and techniıcal high schools {O reduce the undue emphasıs onpreparation tor the unıversity ın secondary educatıon.

In 9082 the natıon s 5,601 elementary schools had 5,465,248 pupıls ıth 946572
teachers. In the S4ame YCAar, the 2,1806 mıddle schoaoals had 2,603,435 students ıth

teachers: nd the 710 academiıc hıgh schools had ‚086,849 students ıth
teachers. In the SAaINne yYCar, the 626 vocatıonal hıgh schools had 853,372

students ıth teachers.*  ö
'The number of the prıimary school pupıls has tended LO decrease since 1970,

whıiıle the number of the mıddle and hıgh school students has shown the opposıte
tendency. The number of the teachers al ach level of educatıon has tended [O

increase durıng the per10d 196082 ıth dıfferring degrees.
Teacher-student ratıo has, therefore, declined from 1:5 ın 960 LO 1:4 ın 089

for the prımary school, whereas the contrary it has risen iIrom 1:39 In 1965 LO

1:43% in 90892 tor the mıddle school, and from 1:3 ıIn 965 LO 1:4 in 0582 for the
hıgh schoaol. Although teacher-student ratıio tends t[0O decline the prımary schooal
level, it 15 evident that ıt 1S stıll considerably hıgher compared LO that of IMOSLI

acdvanced countries. Lt IS INOTEC than double the ratıo tor the advanced countries.
Almost a ll the Korean prımary schools A1IC g()vernment-run‚ and only

pupıls ® pCT cent of the natıon’s primary pupıls) attended private prımary schools in
1982 On the other hand, ‚670,576 of the natıon’s mıddle school students attended
overnment schools whıle 932,857 students (35.8 pCT cent of them) attended private
institutions. In the SAamlc’ 425,343 of the natıon’s academi1c hıgh school students
attended government schools, whiıle 643,506 (60.2 pCT enl of them) attended
prıvate instıtutiOns; 354,017 of the natıon’s vocatıional school students attended
government schools, whiıle 499,355 (58.5 PCT cen of them) attended private
instıtut10ons.

University Fducatıon
In 19892 Korea’s unıversitlies, 128 Junior colleges, 11 )unmior teachers’ colleges

together enrolled total of 883,734 students, of whom G61.125:; (T 748 pCrT CENL;
In the universities. Most Orean unıversities (76 uniıversities OT 78.4 pCT

ent of the total) A1C under private control and 482,2806, OT 792.9 pCT cent, attended
private unıversities ın 1989 .4°

In general, Oorean hıgher educatıon under the centralızed contro! exercised by
the overnment VEeI] private institutions. It CannotL be denı:ed that thıs control
15 intended LO Improve the quality of educatıon, and LO SOTINC extent it succeeds, but
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111 the C555 f INAaYy iınhıbıt the en  NO  >r and experlmentatl()n which AT needed
enable the 1versities LO adjust theır teaching and research [O modern needs.
Despite the popular recognmcm of the utmost ımportlance of educatıon ı Korea,

publıc expendiıture OIl educatıon has remaıned ()I1 rather OW level compared LO
that of mMOst advanced CoOounfrıes For insLance publıc expenditure OI1 educatıon W

PCTI ent of the GNP 111 977 hıs rTatlılo Was less than half the rTratıo for the
apan, and consıderabiy lower an the ratıio for the West Germany

Compulsory educatıon has been ımıted the level of PTIMAaTYy schools It 11l} be
extended the level of miıddle school r{ı TOmM DIM H15 985 hus the
hıgher the level of educatıon the INOTIC often IL under prıvale control

It be noted that educatıon at ach level has been increasıngly provided I1}

Korea Duriıng the per10d 1970—79 enrolment ratıo of lower and secondary
educatıon increased sharply from pCT cCent. LO pCT enft and that of hıgher
educatıon increased from pCT cent LO PCT 45

Conclusion

Wıth the acceleratıon of CCOI growth emphasıs will be BIVCN [O0 the
welfare of the populatıon Korea Opportunities for hıgher educatıon will be
expanded

As industrialızation and urbanızatıiıon proceed urther, soc1al SITUCLUTE ll be
INOTEC diversified More specialızed Ooccupational STOUDS 1Ul EeXIistence
Mıddle class ıll be enlarged t{O include people thereın Famıly ıll become
smaller ole of OTINCI] and young people also ıll be changıng

In word Korea 111 be IMOVINS the direction of the realızatıon of
pluralıstic SOCIELY No x deny that all these C10-ecCONO  1C changes wiıll!
the WaYy for urther democratızatıon I7 Korea

At the Lime, it chould be stressed that the PTOCCSS of such rapıd change,
value system has een under the 5SWaYy of materı1alısm Lhe mater1a|l PTOSTCSS has
been LOO much emphasızed at the CXPENCE of spirıtual values
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