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Uon Arnulf AampsS
He liıked o be known Father (SREGORIUS and he W d the 13th doctor In theology,

who presented missiological dissertation at the Universıity of Münster West
ermany in He presented thesıiıs Die Sprachenfrage als missionsmethodisches
Problem. The printed edition 15 called Die Multtersprache. Fine 25520N75- Unı religionswissen-
schaftliche Studie Der die Sprachenfrage ın den Missionsgebieten (Missionswissenschaftliche
Studien 7); unster 1933 AS tar know, he and Father DR. DULPHUS VA|  Z DER VAT
OFM (dissertation have been the only LW Dutchmen whıi stucdıed missiolo-

at unster. Father (GREGORIUS W ds> born 1901 and died 1985 and W as burried
hıs bırthday, ovember He survıded Father DULPHUS (1900—1966) by mManıy
Father (JREGORIUS W as destined liıve Holland, where Father DULPHUS passed
IA Brazil, the COUNLCY he loved and where he died. Father (JREGORIUS had
robust health, but SOIIIC time before hıs death he saıd: “The FG O (Boom Baum) 15
gomg be Cut down.

Father (GREGORIUS Was born November i 1901 at Breda, Holland, and his Narnnle

W as |_ AMBERT MARIA V A  Z DEN BOOM. He joined the Capuchin Order ın Holland
Tilburg October S, 1920 Already before his ordination the priesthood he W d

sent unster continue hıs studıies theology and he started thıs study
October 6, 1926 On ugus T 1927, he W as ordaıned priest the church of the
Capuchins Münster. On March 30, 1928 he started hıs missiological studies the
theological faculty of the Universıity ot unster, but he also studied comparatıve
religion. Hıs professors WETC DR: } SCHMIDLIN and DR. J. STEFFES. On Aprıl Z 19392 he
passed hıs doctoral examınatıon. In the SAaiIlle yCar he Was appomnted assıstant mMaster
of the clerıics Tilburg, Holland, and he engaged himself editing Christus Koning and
Kolonial Missie Tijdschrift. After the publicatiıon of his doctoral dissertation he received
the doctoral diploma June EL Duriıng the 4—1 he studied at the
University of Vıenna, Austrıa, where he assısted at the lectures ot Profi. DR. SCHMIDT,
Prof. DR. OPPERS and Proft. DR. HEINE-GELDERN ethnology, and he also studied
“Rassenkunde‘ under the guldance of Prof. DR. WENINGER and Prof. DR. LEBZELTER
(together wıth the latter he did SOINC research at the Irontier of Hungary 1935
Moreover, he attented the lectures prehistory of Proft. DR. ENGHIN and Prof. DR.

PITTIONIAZ.
After hıs Holland he started teachmg: 5—1 lector miss10logy

the theologıcum of hıs order Udenhout:; 1-1 director of introductory
course for miıssiıONATIES be send Indonesia and Tanzanıa: 0—-19 lecturer
cultural anthropology and comparatıve relıgıon at the ‘'Leergangen’ ın Tilburg and
FEindhoven; 194 7—19 lecturer al the formation-schooal ftor yOung (De raal) at

Ubbergen; 0-—-1 960 lecturer OoOn-western soclology an cultural anthropology ot
Western New-Gulnea (today Irıan Jaya, Indonesia) at the instıitute for pastoral studies
of the fIrancıscans Maastricht. He en]joyed this teaching and he Was able organıze
VC) prec10us library. In 1959 he did ethnological research AINONS the Wandamba
Tanzanıa; the results WOCIC publıshed Anthropos. Hıs ethnological insıghts wWEeTC

published LW volumes: Sociologie Uvan de niet—Westerse Volken (Sociology of the
non-Western peoples), Utrecht/Antwerpen 1965 and 1966 z and 230 pp-) In Ianı
Dutch and foreign reviIEeWws he publıshed INOTEC than artıcles and he reviewed

publications. IFrom 6-—-1 he W as member of the editorıial board of
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the Dutch missiological FEVIEW Het Missiewerk. In 1036 he started 1ssıon Commiuittee
Holland and from he acted 1ts president. 'hıs has do wıth the

decıisıon organıze the Missiological Week of Louvaın CVEIY other YCar somewhere
outside Belgium. The decision Was taken 193236 and the hirst Week of this kınd W as
held Nıjmegen, Holland 1937 Father (GGREGORIUS W as the SECT| etary of the executive
commuıttee. OWwEeEeVver 938 independent Missiological Week W as planned for
Holland; they WCCIC held at Nıjmegen 1939, 1948, 1950, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959,
1961, 1963 and 1965 As SECT! eta.ry president Father (GREGORIUS played ımportant
ole finding the right tOPICS for 4iscussion and promoting missiology. Three times
he acted speaker: 953 the problem ot the elite, 1959 1sSs1ıoN and
community-life and ıIn 961 the mission-methodological sıgnificance of lay-activity.
Father (GSREGORIUS tried interest unıversity students mM1ss1ıON and missiology: he W äas
Hrst assıstant and later moderator of the 1sSsıon Interacademinale MIA which
developed Into the Academic Lay Missıonary Actıon ALMA In 1955 he W as

appointed by MgrT. AÄLFRINK, archbishop of Utrecht, member otf the COMMI1SSION: A,  to
promote the M1ISSIONATY dimension theological studies”. He W as member of the
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Völkerkunde.

It 1l have become clear that Father (GREGORIUS has been nationally and
internationally well-known scholar 1n mi1ss1o0logy and cultural anthropology. One
wonders why he WwWas appominted professor eıther of these scl1encCES. He certamly
would have loved ıt and ould have been really qualified tor thıs task.

Father (JREGORIUS Was Iso actıve within his order: he was guardıan, lıbrarıan, mMaster
of NOVICES, clerics and lay-brothers. He W dsSs much asked confessor, spirıtual director
of the Legion ot Mary and FrEeCLOT of house for unmarrıed mothers. The last of
hıs VC actıve liıfe he liked spend walkıng through the beautiful forests and
landscapes ot hıs natıve Brabant. He VCN became renowned ot old
paintings, and thıs notwithstandiıng the 'act that ın 945 his right han:ı W as handicap-
ped by splinters of grenade.

It 15 good remember this plıoneer of missiology and ultural anthropology the
Netherlands. He the Hrst catholic scholar ın both Hields trained unıversity.
When the history of M1SSIONATY and missiological actıvıtıes Holland will be wrıtten,
Father GREGORIUS ll aAaPpPCar have been the real OT. Hıs Manı dıscıples ll
APTEC this and ll remaın grateful for hıs humble, pleasant and learned sServıce
the ot Church and 18S10N2.

(SLAZIK (Hg.), 50 Jahre Katholische Missionswissenschaft ın Munster 797 77906 Festschrift
(Missionswissenschaftliche Abhandlungen und Texte 26), Münster 1961, 61

Father -REGORIUS wrıtes hıs personal that ıt took place thıs date. GGLAZIK,
aal} g1VvESs the Hirst of July 19338 the date of thıs We MUSE, however, that
Father (GREGORIUS hıs personal 15 NOTLT always SUTEC In fixing dates. In
thıs contribution have trıed verify dates much possıble, but study of the
INa etters and documents eft by Father (GREGORIUS 15 much needed: For hıs
bıbliography SCC Bibliotheca Misszonum and Bibliografia Misstonarıa. Father (GREGORIUS W as

VE strıct sending all hıs publications the Pontihical Miıssıonary Library
Rome.
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