
THE TRANSLATIO S TUDII AND TIHE
EU  OPEANIZATION AMERICA

Alonso de la Vera CTUZ, the unıversity of Mex1co and the defense of the
ndıans

Von aVı Iraboulay

The first of thıs INQqUIrY 111 escrıbe the character of the academıc culture of the
colon1al unıversıties of Spanısh Ameriıca and uggest 1fs ıimportant influence olon1al
sOocIlety; the second l examıne Vera TUZ S academıc efense of the Mg of the
natıve people in order demonstrate that SOTILIC Europeans had COMNNC acknowledge the
destructive character of the European enCcounter wıth Amerıca and, In Vera TITUZ S arg U-

for the Just of the European in America, WeIC proposing I1LOIC hopeful
and moderate VIS1ON for that soclety than the OMNC prevallıng al that time, V1S1ON, might
add, that NCIude: in s1gnificant AaNnnNer the interests and welfare of the vanquıshed
natıve people

Missionaries and the Educatıion of Native MexIicans

Following the eels of the conquılstadors, the rel1210us and, lesser extent, the SCCU-
lar clergy WCIC also agents of the Crown's policy pacıfy and cCapture the »hearts and
mıinds« of the natıve peoples TIhe Francıscans (1523 Domuinicans (1528) and Augusti-
nıans (4533).; who spearheaded M1SS10Nary act1vıty ın Mex1co before the comıng of the
esults in 1372 WOIC quic. establısh primary chools for the moral and technıcal edu-
catıon of Indıan DOoys There WeIC also chools for 1an oirls by 1530 The work done
by the Francıscan, Pedro de Gante, in setting UD prımary chools 1S ell known, but the
Dominicans and Augustinians also had actıve, successtful schools.2 1an students learn-
ed the fundamentals of Christian doctrine; they WeIC alsSoO traıned become blacksmiths,
,palinters, sculptors and jewellers; they earne: the of embro1dery, QUaL-
ryıng and stonecutting, MOSAaICs and inlays. What 18 interesting 15 that Spanısh Was 1a(0)1
taught In the chools All instruction Was ıIn the natıve languages IC that
knowledge of natıve languages Was of paramount ımportance M1SS10Nary teachers. The
ideological sıgnıfıcance of thıs Was that the rel1210us WOIC go1lng the Indıans

R. RICARD, Con Spirituelle de Mexique, Parıs 1933:; Englısh tran:  7 by L. B. SIMPSON, erkeley 1966,
1—38

Ebd., 207-216:;: A.CHAVEZ. Fray ro de Gante. Primero de [058 (Grandes Educadores de la Amerıica,
Mexico 934
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lıve accordıng theır natıve CUStOMS in matters that WeIC 197011 rel1g10us. Thıs indıge-

1NOUS approac the question of culture Was 197011 sSımply strateg1C; Man Yy WeEIC generally
dısturbed Dy the of the Spanısh colonısts and felt that polıcy of Hıspanızatıon
WOUuU CXÄDOSC the ndıans further Spanısh practises. In addıtıon, thıs natıvist'

11C5
approac the Christianiızation of the ndıans WOU PICSCIVC authorıty of the m1ss10Na-

The establıshment of the College of Tlaltelolco In 1536, school for dvanced edu-
catıon for Indıans, deserves mentıon AINONS the early educatıonal instiıtutions In Mexıi1co.
Here Indıan students tudıed the lıberal arts. * Founded wıth the objective of eiıng
kınd of Center for Mexı1ıcan studies and produce natıve clergy, 1fs fortunes 1OSC and tfell
It certainly faıled produce cadre of natıve priests and Was the object of CHNVY and

of INa y coloniısts. The remarks of the outstandıng scholar, Bernardıno de Sa-
agun, who taught Grammar at the College, iıllustrate thıs ell » When the [Spanıiısh]
laymen and clergy WECIC CcConvınced that the Indıans WeIC makıng and WeIC CaD-
able of progressing ST1L INOIC, they began ralse objections and OPPOSC the enterprise.«“
EL, there remaılns sıgnıfıcant testament the UCCECSS of the College Many of ıts In-
dıan students, 1ke Anton1o0 Valer1ano and Nazareo, WOIC in Latın, Nahuatl
and Spanısh and became translators.© eIr MOST outstandıng legaCcy W as their collabora-
t1ıon In the research and wrıting of Sahagun's monumental works.

Foundation of First Universities

It Was the Franciscan, Juan de Zumaärraga, fırst bishop of Mexıi1Cco, who inıtiated the
idea of establıshing university In Mexi1co. In EFA he nformed the Crown that Mex1co
needed institution of higher learnıng and emıinded the kıng that he had ermitted the
foundatıon of un1versity ın Granada facılıtate the Conversion of Muslıms a_
nıty Thıs Wäas interesting precedent because In the Clas of cultures between Uro-

and natıve Americans there ex1isted of COUTSC the experience of the encCcounter wıth
siam 4S ıimportant example. It 0Ug 19(0)1 be surprising that the works of Thomas
Aquınas WCIC popular in the chools of Spanısh America. Hıs Summa CONntra Gentiles
W ds esigne dAS tex{i book for miss1ionarles Muslım ands demonstrate the of
Chrıistianıity and refute the »Mahumetistae ei paganı«. ® It Was not untıl 553 that the un1-
versity opened. Ihe idea of oundıing un1versity dıd not or1ginate ın Mexi1co. Not long
after the of the Carıbbean, inıtlatıves establısh un1versity in Santo Domingo

F. BORGIA STECK, Primer Colegio de Amerıica, Santa Cruz de Tlaltelolco, Mexi1ico 1944:; J. ESTARELLAS,
» The College of Tlaltelolco and the Problem of Higher Educatıon for ndıans ın 16th Cent. Mex1c0«, 1n Hıstory
of‘  ucaltıon Quarterly 2(1962), 234243

RICARD, Conquete Spirituelle de Mexique, 226
Nazareo translated the Gospels and the Epistles of Paul into Nahuatl He had 1Ve: S$ince (0707

wıth the fırst Francıscans and Wäas ell '’aıne: In latın, rhetoric, logic, and phılosophy. Hıs wiıfe, Dona Maria,
Was the aughter of the brother of Moctezuma. Nnton10 Valer1ano, natıve of Zcapatzalos, W as ONC of the best
latınısts at the college. According Fray Juan Bautista, he Was another (icero Quintilijan. See J. GARCIA
ICAZBALCETA, Bibliografia Mexicana del 1210 XVIJ, ed Dy ıllares Carlo, Mexi1co 1954, 4174

(CHENU, Introduction 75ı  etu  de de OMAaS d  Aquin, Parıs 1950, FA 8



The Translatıo Studiz and the Europeanızatıon of America 107

WeTC started. The Domuinicans, who had COMNC Espanola ın IS 10. estabhıshe: school
of gher educatıon In LA 18 In 1538 Pope Paul 111 granted the charter of foundatıon mak-
ing the studiıium in the Domuinıcan CONventTt unıversity, the first unıversıty in America:
DE communıty of masters and students wıth theThe Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  107  were started. The Dominicans, who had come to Espanola in 1510, established a school  of higher education in 1518. In 1538 Pope Paul III granted the charter of foundation mak-  ing the studium in the Dominican convent a university, the first university in America:  »... a community of masters and students with the ... customary liberties, exemptions,  and immunities that the city of Santo Domingo gain a great reputation. Its inhabitants as  well as those from the neighbouring islands will be better instructed in the Christian faith  and it will serve as an incentive...to continue the works of charity.«7 It was the Domini-  cans also who were instrumental in getting a university established in Peru. At a meeting  of the provincial chapter in Cuzco on May 6, 1548, a resolution was passed to request the  necessary authorization for a university. Fray Tomäs de San Martin and Fray Jerönimo de  Aliaga received the necessary approval from the king and the council of the Indies. In  1553 the inauguration of the University of San Marcos took place in the Dominican con-  vent.® Like the medieval universities of Europe, the first universities in America arose  from ecclesiastical institutions and objectives. Moreover, higher education was now on  the way to becoming the monopoly of the universities. Faced with the near destruction of  the peoples and cultures of the Americas, the Spanish Crown and the Church attempted  to construct a new Christian culture, often though not always, with European institutions.  The transplantation of the medieval European University to the Americas was of mo-  mentous importance in that the universities were to play a major role in the creation of  Spanish American colonial culture.  Academic Culture of the University of Mexico?  In his dialogue on the University of Mexico at its opening on Jan. 25, 1553, the huma-  nist Francisco Cervantes de Salazar, who gave the inaugural address and was later ap-  pointed professor of Rhetoric, must have captured the vitality, excitement and signifi-  cance of that moment. To the question »Can there be a place left for wisdom in this land  of greed?«, he answered: »Those who teach so far from their homeland as well as those  who study in the midst of the pleasures and opulence of their families deserve more and  greater privileges  with the light of wisdom they dissipated the darkness of igno-  rance.«10  7 V.BELTRAN DE HEREDIA, La Autenticidad de la Bula, Ciudad Trujillo 1955, 17; J.ORTEGA Y FRIER, El Cuarto  Centenario de la Universidad de Santo Domingo, Ciudad Trujillo 1946; C. DE UTRERA, Universidades de San-  tiago de la Paz y Santo Tomäs de Aquino y Seminario Conciliar de la Ciudad de Santo Domingo, Santo Do-  mingo 1932.  ® L.A.EGUIGUREN, Alma Mater: Origines de la Universidad de San Marcos, 1551-1579, Lima 1939, 98; See  also D. VALCARCEL, San Marcos, La mäs Antigua Universidad Real y Pontificia de America, Lima 1959.  9 A.M.CARRENO, La Real y Pontificia Universidad de Mexico, Mexico 1961, 13; J. TATE LANNING, Reales Ce-  dulas de la Real y Pontificia Universidad de Mexico de 1551 a 1816, Mexico 1946: A. ABADIE-AICARDI, »La  Tradiciön Institucional Salmantina de la Universidad de Mexico (1551—-1821) en la Tradiciön Universitaria«, in:  Jahrbuch für Geschichte von Staat, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft Lateinamerikas 12 (1975), 1—66.  10 F.C. DE SALAZAR, Mexico en 1554. Tres Diälogos Latinos, ed. by J.GARCIA ICAZBALCETA, Mexico 1875,  19-37.,CUStOMAFrY lıberties, exemptions,
and immunıtes that the CIty of Santo Domingo gaın reputatıon. Its inhabıtants A

ell 4S those ifrom the ne1ghbouring slands 111 be better instructed in the Christian faıth
and ıt 111 SCIVC d incentive. continue the works of charıty.«7 It Wäds the Domuin1-
z also who WeTiIC instrumental In etting un1versıity establıshe« ın Peru At meeting
of the proviıncıal chapter In (uzco May 67 1548, resolution Was passed request the
NCCCSSaAL Y author1izatıon for unıversıty. FTray Tomäs de San Martin and Fray Jerönıimo de
Alıaga rece1ved the NECESSALY approval from the kıng and the councıl of the Indiıes In
1553 the inauguration of the Universıity of San arCcos took place in the Dominıcan COMN-

ven Like the medieval unıversiıties of Europe, the first unıversities In America AT OSC

from eccles1iastıical institutions and objectives. Moreover, hıgher educatıon W as 1O  S

the WaYy becoming the monopoly of the unıversıiıtles. aCce! wıth the NC  = destruction of
the peoples and cultures of the Americas, the Spanısh Crown and the Church attempted

CONSTITruCcTt ‚Kies  < Chrıistian culture, often oug not Ways, wıth European institutions.
The transplantatıon of the medieval European Universıty the Americas WAas of
mMentOous ımportance In that the unıversıtiles WEeEeIC play maJor role 1n the creation of
Spanısh American olonıal culture.

Academic Culture University of Mexico®
In his 1alogue the Universıty of Mex1co al ıts openıng Jan 25 13323 the huma-

nıst Franc1ısco Cervantes de Salazar, who DaVC the inaugural ddress and Wäas later d
pominted professor of Rhetoric, mMust have captured the vitalıty, excıtement and 1gnifi-
Calce of that oment. To the question »Can there be place eft for wısdom iın thıs land
of greed?«, he answered: » Those who teach far from theır homeland aASs ell as those
who study In the mıdst of the pleasures and opulence of theır amıhles deserve INOTEC and
greater privileges wıth the 1g of w1ısdom they dıssıpated the darkness of 12N0-
rance.« 10

V.BELTRAN HEREDIA, Autenticıiıdad de Ia Bula, ('iudad Truyillo 1955, ORTEGA FRIER, El ('uarto
Centenario de la Universida de Santo Domingo, ('i1udad Truyillo 1946; UTRERA, Universidades de San-
H1a20 de Ia Paz Santo Tomas de Aquino Seminario Conciliar de la ıiudad de Santo Domingo, Santo Do-
mıingo 1932

L. A. EGUIGUREN, Alma Mater. Origines de Ia Universida. de San Marcos, Lima 1939, 98; See
Iso ALCARCEL, San Marcos, MAaS Antigua Universidad Real Pontificia de Amerıca, Lıma 1959

(CARRENO, eal Pontificia Universidad de Mexico, Mex1co 1961, k: TATE LANNING, Reales @
dulas de Real Pontificia Universidad de Mexıco de 1551 1816, Mex1co 1946 A. ABADIE-AICARDI, »La
Tradieiön Institucional Salmantına de la Unıiversida: de Mexi1co (1551—1821) la Iradıcıon Universitarı1a«, 1n
Jahrbuch für Geschichte Von Staat, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft Lateinamerikas (1975). 1—6

SALAZAR, Mexico 1554 Ires 1AL020S Latinos, ed. Dy ]. GARCIA ICAZBALCETA, Mex1co 1873
19—37
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The Universıty of Mex1co structured 1ts academıc organızation and curriıculum In 1mM1-

tatıon f the Universıty of Salamanca. !! What 15 of greater interest 1s the currıculum
1 exerc1ısed maJor influence the academiıc culture of the unıversıity. !2 ere

lıttle dıfference between the cContent and me of learnıng of the medieval
European unıversıtiles and Mexıi1co. Students WeTIC expected take COUTSCS in the faculty
of Arts before entering the hıgher faculties of eology, Law and Medicine. ere WeTITC

three Chairs of Arts; the Summulae-Logicales of Peter of Spailn, O£1C, and Phılosophy.
After takıng COUTISCS for [WO YCAalS, the student took examınatıon al IC he answered
nıne questions: three the Summulae (one the first book of the 5Summulae, OIMNC the
Perihermenelas, and ONC the Predicamenta), three Og1C (one the Predicabilia,
ONC the Predicamenta and ONMNC the Posterior Analytics) and three Phılosophy
(one the Metaphysics, ONMNC the Predicamenta and ON the Posterior Analytics).
What 1S remarkable 1Ss the emphasıs the ogıcal works of stotle IC had revolu-
t1on1ızed un1versity learnıng in the thiırteenth Century and Was ST1 the COTC of the CUrrTI1-
culum In sixteenth Europe. Its establıshment at the unıversities ıIn Amerıca Was
the first time that thıs curriculum WädsSs used outside of Europe. est lament unduly
OVCI thıs ultural imperlalısm, cshould remember that European academıc culture Wäas
not purely European and Chrıstian The classıcal Greco-Roman WOT and the
uslım and Jewısh tors had helped shape thıs academıc tradıtion. Take, for
example, Peter of paın, the author of the wıdely used Summulae Logicales. In later
work, The Science of the Soul, he combined elements borrowed irom Plotinus, Boethius,
Alfarabı and Avıcenna. !3 It Was Vera Cruz who the first the ogıcal works
of Arıstotle for h1s students In the Taculty of Arts the Recognitio ummularum (1554)
the Dialectica Resolutio CÜ.  S Arıstotelis (1554) and the Physica, Speculatio
(The importance of Dıalectics be SCCH In hıs preface the Recognitio Sum-
mularum: » It 1S atter of ULSCHNCY instruct students ın the essentials of 1aleCc-
t1Cs, pomt Out them the WdYy Sacred eology that they WOU. not STIOW old
the cshores of the Sirens and be discourage In theır anxıety OVCTI the magnıtude of theır
ıfficulty.« > Dıalectics WdsSs »the of arts«, the indıspensable me for the study of
eology, Law and Medicine.

As for the hıgher faculties, eology consıisted maınly of the study of the ©: the
theologıcal questions systematızed 1ın the Sentences of Peter Lombard and the works of
Thomas Aquiımas. !® In the faculty of Law, the used in the COUTSES anon and (=-
vıl Law WEIC the tradıtional OMNCS the Decretum, the Decretales and the Corpus Iurtis
Civilis, consisting of the Digest, the Odex, the Institutes and the Ovellae The study of
Law Was VE popular In Spanısh America. It Was the Letrados 0)8 INenNn of law who OI-

11 ‚ELTRAN HEREDIA, Bularıo de Ia Niversida de Salamanca, Salamanca 1960; E. ESPERABE AÄRTEAGA,
Hıstoria ragmätica Interna de la Universidai de Salamanca,; Salamanca 139356

J. TATE LANNING, Academic (’ulture In the Spanish Colonies, Oxford 1940
13 GILSON, Hıstory of Christian Philosophy In the 1ddle Ages, New ork 1955, 3193727

The Kecognitio Summularum and the Dialectica Resolutio WEeIC published 1n Mexi1co in 1554,; the Physica,
Speculatio 1ın 1557

Recognitio 5ummularum, folio
IMENEZ KRUEDA, Las Constituciones de Ia Antigua Unıiversida: de Mexico, Mex1co 1951, tit. VI;
ROBLES, »El Movımiento Neoescolästico Mex1c0«, In Filosofia Letras 273 (1946). 108
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ganıze: the empıre. The Audiencla, the ma]Jor polıtical and admıinistrative body in S5Spa-
nısh America, W d comprised almost entirely of Letrados The Tirst alr of Medicine
in Mex1co Was not estabiishe: untıl 52 and the used WCIC drawn from the TeCO-
Arabıc tradıtion, that 1S, the works of Hıppocrates, alen and Avıcenna. Thıs dıd nNnOoL

INCcCAall that there Was research actıvıty in mediıcıne untıl the establıshment of the alr
of Medicıne. The offıice of Protomedico Wäas created in DE The holder of thıs office
Wäas naturalıst who collected informatıon plants, and erT' and sent back 1C-

DOTTS paın He acted 4S controller of the practice of medicıne, examınıng candıdates
for medical practice, testing drugs and disciplinıng violators of medical regulations.

ese in the Arts and higher faculties constituted the COIC of academıc earnıng
The lay 1n the t(EXLT, NO experimental esearch. Thıs tradıtional European academıc
culture AI OSC and developed in WOT. that had siıngle Vvis1on of realıty HOow ironical
that Europeans WeIC tryıng impose thıs realıty and culture peoples who had such
radıcally dıfferent culture Just al that mMmoment when the unıty of Christian culture had
been chattered Dy the NSse of Protestantism! One CVCN speak of multiple ironles. In
1492, wıth the defeat of the Muslıms and the expulsıon of the Jews, paın abDandone: ıts

plural cultural tradıtıons and VIS1IONS in favor of single, and in theır mı1nds,
st1an tradıtion.

Revival of Thomısm

The and philosophy of TIThomas Aquıinas WeTiTC enormously popular In the un1ıver-
SINES. It 1S exaggeration 5Sd y that the phılosophy of Ihomas Aquınas Orme! the
COTC of the theologıcal curriculum. The advıce Vera ('ruz DaVC h1s students after h1s
COUTSE in eology 15 excellent illustratiıon of the s1gnificance of Thomısm In the ACa-

demic culture of Spanısh America: »No day should 40 Dy wıthout eadıng artıcle Dy
TIThomas In eadıng an Y book, they should note whatever Was novel and useful, COIM-

parıng ıt wıth what Thomas had sa1d that ubjectThe Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  109  ganized the empire. The Audiencia, the major political and administrative body in Spa-  nish America, was comprised almost entirely of Letrados.!7 The first Chair of Medicine  in Mexico was not established until 1582 and the texts used were drawn from the Greco-  Arabic tradition, that is, the works of Hippocrates, Galen and Avicenna. This did not  mean that there was no research activity in medicine until the establishment of the Chair  of Medicine. The office of Protomedico was created in 1527. The holder of this office  was a naturalist who collected information on plants, trees and herbs and sent back re-  ports to Spain. He acted as controller of the practice of medicine, examining candidates  for medical practice, testing drugs and disciplining violators of medical regulations. !8  These texts in the Arts and higher faculties constituted the core of academic learning.  The truth lay in the text, not experimental research. This traditional European academic  culture arose and developed in a world that had a single vision of reality. How ironical  that Europeans were trying to impose this reality and culture on peoples who had such a  radically different culture just at that moment when the unity of Christian culture had  been shattered by the rise of Protestantism! One can even speak of multiple ironies. In  1492, with the defeat of the Muslims and the expulsion of the Jews, Spain abandoned its  plural cultural traditions and visions in favor of a single, and in their minds, purer Chri-  stian tradition.  Revival of Thomism  The texts and philosophy of Thomas Aquinas were enormously popular in the univer-  sities. It is no exaggeration to say that the philosophy of Thomas Aquinas formed the  core of the theological curriculum. The advice Vera Cruz gave to his students after his  course in Theology is an excellent illustration of the significance of Thomism in the aca-  demic culture of Spanish America: »No day should go by without reading an article by S.  Thomas. In reading any book, they should note whatever was novel and useful, com-  paring it with what S. Thomas had said on that subject ... whatever was not clear, they  were to jot it down and then consult S. Thomas.«!9 Why had Thomism regained its in-  fluence when it was eclipsed in the middle of the fourteenth century by Nominalism and  when the entire scholastic system was debunked by humanists as persuasive as Erasmus  and Vives? For the most part, the explanation for its resurgence lies with the influence of  Francisco de Vitoria and the University of Salamanca school of jurists and theologians  who shaped the minds of many who came to America in the sixteenth century. ”  17 J_ MALAGÖN BARCELÖ, »The Role of the Letrado in the Colonization of America«, in: The Americas 18  (1961), 1-72.  18 F.OcArRANnza, Historia de la Medicina en Mexico, Mexico 1934; J.TATE LANNING, Academic Culture in the  Spanish Colonies, 102.  19 J_ GruALvA, Crönica de la Orden de San Agustin en las Provincias de la Nueva Espana, Mexico 1624,  492-496.  20 L.PERENA VICENTE, La Universidad de Salamanca, forja del Pensamiento Espanol en el Siglo XVI, Madrid  1954; ders., Misiön de Espana en America, Madrid 1956.whatever WdasSs not clear, they
WeTC Jjot it down and then consult Thomas.«19 Why had Thomısm regaıned ıts 1n-
fluence when it Was eclipse in the of the fourteenth cCentury Dy Nomuinalısm and
when the entire scholastıc System Was debunked Dy humanısts AaSs persuasıve aASs Erasmus
and Vıves? For the MOST the explanatıon for ıts FESUTSCHNCC hes wıth the influence of
Franc1ısco de Vıtoria and the Universıity of Salamanca school of Jurists and theologıans
who shaped the mıinds of Man Yy who Came America in the sixteenth century. “

MALAGÖOÖN BARCELÖO, » The ole of the Letrado in the Colonizatıon of Amerı1ca«, 1n The Amer1cas 18
(1961), LEL

UOCARANZA, Hıstoria de Ia Medicina Mexıico, Mex1co 1934:; LANNING, Academic Culture In the
Spanish Colonies, 102

GRWDALVA, Cronica de la en de San Agustin Ias Provinc1ı1as de la Nueva Espana, Mex1co 1624,
492496

L. PERENA VICENTE, Universidad de Salamanca, Orja del Pensamıiento Espanol el 1g10 XVI,; Madrıd
1954; ders., Misıon de Espana America, adrı' 1956
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Vıtoria Was student at the Universıty of Parıs between 1507 and 1523 and wıtnessed

the revıval of Thomısm 1E aATrOSC Iirom the dissatısfactiıon wıth the existing character
of scholastıc phılosophy and the reform of the Domuinıcan college at Parıs 21 Vıtorla's I1Na-

Ster. Peter Crockaert, inspiıred h1s students wıth love for the phılosophy of Aquınas Dy
usıng the Summa Theologiae ASs the basıs of hıs teachıing; he taught them o edıiıt the
of Aquınas In S19 Crockaert wıth the assıstance of Vıtoria publıshed the Secunda S
cundae, moralıstic work of Aquınas The 1ICc  < Thomists oOun in hIs works certain
1deas that WeIC useful in understandıng the troubled, transıtional WOTr. of the sSiıxteenth
cCentury. The revıval of Thomısm dSs formulated and applıed by cholars 1ıke Vıtoria and
Vera ('ruz Wäds NnOL reaction agaıinst the general humanıstic of the ABC, but
D of ıt. Vıtoria returned Spain in AD become professor of eology ata
Ol and then Salamanca. At Salamanca, he used the Summa Theologiae d hI1s maın texti
for hIs COUTSCS eology and discussed IManYy of the burning 1SSUES of hıs day 1ıke the
colonızatıon of America, papal concılıar SUPDICINAC Y and Henry VIIT'S divorce of hıs
Spanısh wıfe. The Salamancan school of theology Camle be assoc1ated wıth the applı-
catıon of the princıples of Thomıist philosophy CONtemporary ethıcal 1SSues.

The maın methods of instruction WEeIC lectures and dısputations. The ecture Was CS-

entiually eadıng of prescribed texfi of the approprıiate faculty wıth cCommentary
the (EXL. The 1spute question Wäds VE important practice at the Universıty of Mex1co
d al the medieval un1ıversities. thes1is Wäds$s chosen by the professor; objections the
thes1is COUuU be raısed al thıs po1nt; Jun10r professor then eiende! the thes1ıs and ans-
wered the questions. The SeN10T professor then DaVC the 1na summıng u restatıng the
thesıs, presenting the agalnst, and replyıng objections. There Wädas also
Quodlıbet questions, 1C COu be raısed and answered by aAaNYONC and WeTe publıc d1s-
putatıons. The question Wäds therefore the favorıte mode of teachıng and expressing DCI-
sonal hought Dısputations helped aın the academıcıan In the elements of lo-
91CQ eXxposıtion and develop sharp and responsıve mınd.?3 Applicants for offiıce often
NCIude': the number of dısputations In 1iC they had partıcıpated. The dialogue of Cer-

de azar us wıth [WO pictures of the student caught in the act of 1Spu-
tatıon:

»Grac10us! How loudly and pomtedly that fat student dısputes wıth the thın ,<
» The other 1s o1ng the Same ing and 15 defending himself quıte vigorously L00 Ne-

vertheless, d observe, they dısputing OVver bagatelle CVCN oug they SCCIN be
arguıng OVCTI VE SerOous<And later in the dıalogue

» What does that 1Xe' the door contaln ?«
»Conclusions in Physıcs and Theology Some problematic, SOMEeE affırmatıve, others

negatıve 1C. d the notice SaYyS, 111 be eiende: in the theology 1OOIMN Tuesday.«
» Are those who defend the conclusıons attacked vigorously?«

21 R.G. VILLOSLADA, Universidai de Parıs durante l0s Estudios de FTrancisco de Vıtoria (Analecta reg0-
rlana, Rome 1938

( ARRO, Teologia Los Teologos-Juristas Espanoles nlte la Conquista de America, Bde., Madrıd
944

E. GILSON, History O) Christian Philosophy In the ıddle Ages, 246-—-250; LEFF, Parıis and xfor. Univer-
Sıf1es In the and th Centuries, New ork 1968, 166—168



111The Translatıo Studıil and the Europeanızatıon of America
» Yes, the struggle111  The Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  »Yes, the struggle ... is such that it seems to be a matter of life and death. On an ele-  vated seat one of the masters presides over the disputation and clarifies any doubts.«2*  For how long did this scholastic system endure? The prologue to the 1775 constitution  of the University of Mexico offers us valuable insights into the academic culture not long  before the movement for independence. The author boasted that its graduates had occu-  pied important secular and ecclesiastical positions in Mexico and the Philippines. In the  faculty of Law, Dr. Andres Llanön y Valdes, professor of Civil Law, defended a thesis of  twenty-four titles while still a student and could recite by heart any paragraph of the Zn-  stitutes; in Theology, Juan de Dios Lozano de Valderas offered to lecture on any point of  the Master of the Sentences at his bachelor's degree examination; in 1771 Gregorio Lo-  renzana and Clemente Velasco defended one hundred and fifty articles of the first part of  the Summa Theologiae and one hundred and fifty articles of the first part oft the Secunda  Secundae of St. Thomas.?5 The prologue is evidence of the pervasive influence of schola-  sticism throughout the colonial period.  The transplantation of the European university and its scholastic system to America  would tend to support the argument that it was just another institution whose objective  was to consolidate the Christianization and Europeanization of America. It is difficult to  deny that the purpose of the Church, the missionaries and the university was to assist in  the spiritual conquest of the Americas. But the history of these institutions during the first  century after the conquest was not predictable and showed that some Spaniards were cri-  tical of the victors and their actions and struggled to present the point of view of the van-  quished as the Crown began to formalize its system of justice. Antön de Montesinos,  Bartolome de Las Casas, Pedro de Gante, Bernardino de Sahagün and Domingo de Santo  Tomäs, among others, had all contributed significantly to the movement to defend the  native peoples and cultures, but it boggles the mind that Vera Cruz selected as his topic  for the first course on Theology at the University of Mexico in 1553 the defense of the  Indians.26 Surely Bartolome€ de Las Casas' defense of the Indians at the great debate in  Valladolid in 1550-51 against Sepülveda and the course entitled De Dominio given by  Vera Cruz in 1553 are among the most eloquent testimony of the commitment to human  rights in history.?7  The De Dominio of Alonso de la Vera Cruz  Born around 1507 in Caspuefas, a town in the diocese of Toledo, Vera Cruz received  his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Alcalä and then went to Salamanca to  study Theology where his professor was the famous Francisco de Vitoria. When the Au-  24 F.C. DE SALAZAR, Mexico en 1554. Tres Diälogos Latinos, 39-43.  25 Constituciones de la Real y Pontificia Universidad de Mexico, Mexico 1775, preface.  26 E.J.BURRUs, »Alonso de la Vera Cruz's Defense of the American Indians (1553-1554)«, in: The Heythrop  Journal IV (1963), 225— 253.  27 Ders., »Las Casas and Vera Cruz: Their Defense of the American Indians compared«, in: Neue Zeitschrift für  Missionswissenschaft XXII (1966), 201-212; See also M.BEUCHOT et al., Homenaje a Fray Alonso de la Vera  Cruz en el Cuarto Centenario de su Muerte (1554—-1984), Mexico 1986.15 such that it be of ıfe and death On ele-

vated seat OMNC of the asters presides OVCTI the dısputatiıon and Jarıfies doubts.« 4
For how long did thıs scholastıc System endure? The prologue the 1LE constitution

of the Universıity of Mex1co offers IN valuable insıghts into the academıc culture nOTL long
before the for independence. The author oasted that ıts graduates had OCCU-

pıed ımportant secular and eccles1astical posıtions ın Mex1co and the Phılıppines. In the
faculty of Law, Dr. ndres Llanon Valdes, professor of 1V1 Law, eiende‘ thesis of
twenty-four tıtles 1ie ST1 student and COU recıte Dy he:  z anı y paragraph of the In-
stıtutes; In eOlogy, Juan de Dios OZanoO de Valderas ffered ecture point of
the Master of the Sentences al h1is bachelor degree examınatıon; in A Gregori0 L-9=
eCNZAaNa and Clemente Velasco eiende: OIlC hundred and 11Cy artıcles of the fırst p of
the Summa Theologiae and ONeE hundred and 1ITYy artıcles of the first D oft the Secunda
Secundae of St TIhomas.?s The prologue 15 evidence of the pervasıve influence of schola-
st1ic1sm oughout the olonıal per10.

The transplantatıon of the European un1ıversı1ty and 1ts scholastıc System America
WOU. tend Support the argument that it Was Just another instiıtution whose objective
Wäas consolıdate the Christian1ization and Europeanıizatiıon of America. It 15 difficult
deny that the PUIDOSC of the Church, the miss10ONarles and the un1ıversıity Was assıst in
the pirıtual of the Americas. But the Story of these institut1ons urıng the Lirst
Century after the Was NOL predictable and cshowed that SOIINC Spanı1ards WeIC CT1-
tical of the Victors and theır aCctHOnNs and struggled present the pomt of VIEW of the-
ulshed 4S the Crown began ormalıze 1ts System of Justice. de Montes1inos,
Bartolome de Las Casas, Pedro de Gante, Bernardino de Sahagün and Domingo de Santo
Tomaäas, AIMNONS others, had contrıibuted sıgnıfıcantly the OV! defend the
natıve peoples and cultures, but it boggles the mınd that Vera (’ruz selected ASs hıs topıc
for the first COUTSC eology al the Universıity of Mex1co in 853 the defense of the
Indıans.2?® Surely Bartolome de Las Casas’ defense of the Indıans at the debate in
Valladolid In 155051 agaınst Sepüulveda and the COUISC ntitled De Dominio g1ven by
Vera C’ruz iın 1553 AI ON the MOST eloquent testimonYy of the commıtment human
Mg in hıstory.??

The De OMINLO of Alonso de la Vera Cruz

Born around 1507 ın Caspuenas, town in the diocese of Toledo, Vera Cruz rece1ved
hıs achelor of Arts degree from the Universıity of Alcala and then went Salamanca
study eology where h1ıs professor Was the famous Francisco de Vıtorı1a. When the Au-

SALAZAR, Mexıico 1554. Tres Dialog20os Latinos, 30423
25 Constituciones de la Real Pontificia Universida: de Mexico, Mex1co 17IS: preface

E. J. BURRUS, » Alonso de la Vera Cruz's Defense of the merıcan ans (1553—-1554)«, 1n: The eytIhrop
Journal (1963). FT 253

Ders., »L.as (asas and Vera Cruz: Theır Defense of the American Indıans compared«, 1N: Neue Zeitschrift für
Missionswissenschaft > &@ di| (1966) 201—-212; See 1so M. BEUCHOT al., Homenaje Fray Alonso de Ia Vera
Cruz el (’uarto Centenarıo de Muerte (1554—1984), Mex1co 1986
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gustin1an procurator, Francısco de la CTuZz, went alamanca In 1535 recrult mM1SS10-
narlıles for Mexi1Cco, Vera Cruz already had the reputatiıon of eing outstandıng instruc-
{OT. He Wäas also the CA1ılaren of the uque del nfantado, ıimportant Spanısh
nobleman. What WOU. motivate scholar leave such promiısıng
ertake NC  < 1ıfe d mM1SsSONarYy in land aAaINONS such dıverse peoples and cul-
tures’? One CannotLt diıscount Franc1ısco de la TUZS idealıstic appe hıs of mM1S-
S10N cıvılıze, but the intellectual climate al Salamanca that WädsSs inspıred by Vıtoria
must have been the sıgnıfıcant influence in hıis dec1ıs10n. Havıngz professed d Augusti-
nıan In 1537 shortly after hıs arrıval In Mexi1co, he Was named Master of Noviıces of his
order. T10T hıis appointment dS professor of the alrs of Sacred Scripture and I heo-
l02y, Vera Cruz achleved everal distinctions. Mastering the Tarascan anguage, he foun-
ded several colleges In Michoacan and In 5472 substituted for asSCOo de Quiroga d Bısh-
OD of Michoacan. He had in the COUTSC of hıs experiences COMNIC know intımately the
J arascan and Aztec eoples.

The treatıse, De Domuinio, Was therefore the frunt of consıderable experience and 1C-

flection of 1fe In Mex1co urıng his Stayı ® The ideas he illumınated must have seemed
hım p  1cularly urgent in the early We know that urıng the followıing academıc
YCar(the topıc for hIis COUTSC Was De Decimıis, the question of the eccles1astical
tiıthes that the Indıans had paYyY The New aWSs of 542 the first SCVEIC epıdemic bet-
WCCI) 1545 and 1548 maJor siılver strikes in Zacatecas in 1546 and GuanajJato in 1550
and the OTr leg1islatıon of 1549 (Repartimiento) made the in Mex1ico eventful and
turbulent.

Vera Cruz presented hıs treatiıse in the scholastıc aNnnNer. He organızed it in eleven
doubts OT questions, each doubt Tollowıng the SaJmne pattern-presentation of the
Oopposed n1S, ollowe! Dy the defense of his OW. argument wıth »propos1t10Ns« and
»CONCIUSIONS«. The cContent of the treatise ollows [WO maın lınes of argument: eritic1ısm
of the Encomienda, expandıng the discussion nclude the question of land, and the
question of the leg1ıt1macy of the panıs

Why dıd Vera Cruz lınk the [WO questions? er all, the maJor CONqUESLIS had COMHNIC
end panıs settlement and the establıshment of mper1al System WeTIC the maın 15-

SUCcS For Vera CTUZz, 1an domıinıon OVCI theır abor, trıbute and and Was legiıtimated
and esided in theır communıty. Thıs dominıon COu not be removed by force. f the se1-
ZUTC of domınıon took place urıng the que:  5 he argue that the WOU have be
Just. But, »Irom un]ust of domınıon Cannot or1g1nate, SINCE it 18 character1-
st1c of Lyranny exert un]just oppression. But i he into possess1on not 0Ug
violence but peacefully, then it must be Dy the 111 of the ruler OT the communiıty. But
such 11l has authorized hıs act1on.«29 Although these SCCIN ogıcal and
measured, Vera C’ruz COUuU also be harsh in hıs denuncılations. He charged that ENCOMeN-

deros who dıd not have PTODCI tle theır encomiendas WEIC »maıntaınıng theır POSSC5S-
S10N 0Ug force and violence.« They WeTeC »robbers«, »{1h1eves« and »kıdnappers«.

For the story of the eXiIs of the De IOMINLO and the De RCIMLS SCC the introduction of E. J. BURRUS the
1n The ritings ONSO de Ia Vera CTUuZ, IL St. Louis 1968, 56—6!

De Domuinıio, ed. Dy E. J. BURRUS, 103—-105



113The Translatio Studil and the Europeanizatıon of America
Vera Cruz képt insısting that relıg10n Wäas nOoL Tactor In determinıng lawfTful ownershıip.
So, Indıans COUuU not be deprived of theır and and other property because they WeEeIC not
Christian. Concludıing thıs question, he maıntaiıned that 1f they WeIC o1ven faır earıng,
»they WOU protest agaınst the LyrannYy and the oppression they suffering, NOL from
the CIMPCIOT but from SOMMEC of those whom the custody of the natıves Was commıtted
'who devour them dS they eat bread', who plunder, torture them of all thıs
eyewı1tness.«>0 He returned the 1sSsue of trıbute in the fourth question, arguıng that the
exaction of trıbute Was 18{011 of iıtself un]ust 1f the ruler had Just domınıon and used the tr1-
bute for the welfare of the communıty. But, from the VE beginning the colonısts kept
demandıng trıbute in the form »of gold sılver, preC10us sStones, other objects,
and the INOTC S!  ' those who emande: claves OT servants DVEeENn free hIs Op1IN-
10N, they possessed rıght the trıbute He passıonately pleaded » { beg YOU, g00d
reader, put asıde all prejudice and reflect Dy what laW, Dy what rıght dıd the Spanlard
who Camme these reg10ns, and armed the teeth, these people subduing them AS

(010124 they WeIC enemıles and OCCupyıng anı nNOL theır OW.: seekıng Ouft arbıtrarıly wıth
force and violence theır valuable pOSSESSIONS and obbing the people.« For Vera CTuZz,
it Was force, nNnOoL Teedom that Was the princıple al work ın the exaction of trıbute ere
1s lıttle question that he has pro-Indıan perspective: > Theıir CUD of suffering W d filled
the brım when the panı1ards DaVC clear evidence of theır intention by cruelly ng and
MOSstT greedily plundering.« Referring the encomendero practice of increasıng theu
of trıbute CVCIl when the ndıans WECIC 1(0718 DOOT paY, he »My he.:  Z bleeds al the
thought of NOW ınhumanly such trıbute 1s exacted wıth the CO!  CC that the natıve
eadersHB3  The Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  Vera Cruz képt insisting that religion was not a factor in determining lawful ownership.  So, Indians could not be deprived of their land and other property because they were not  Christian. Concluding this question, he maintained that if they were given a fair hearing,  »they would protest against the tyranny and the oppression they are suffering, not from  the emperor but from some of those to whom the custody of the natives was committed  'who devour them as they eat bread', who plunder, torture them ... of all this I am an  eyewitness.«30 He returned to the issue of tribute in the fourth question, arguing that the  exaction of tribute was not of itself unjust if the ruler had just dominion and used the tri-  bute for the welfare of the community. But, from the very beginning the colonists kept  demanding tribute in the form »of gold or silver, precious stones, vases or other objects,  and the more so, those who demanded slaves or servants or even free men.« In his opin-  ion, they possessed no right to the tribute. He passionately pleaded: »I beg you, good  reader, to put aside all prejudice and reflect by what law, by what right did the Spaniard  who came to these regions, and armed to the teeth, attac these people subduing them as  though they were enemies and occupying lands not their own, seeking out arbitrarily with  force and violence all their valuable possessions and robbing the people.« For Vera Cruz,  it was force, not freedom that was the principle at work in the exaction of tribute. There  is little question that he has a pro-Indian perspective: »Their cup of suffering was filled to  the brim when the Spaniards gave clear evidence of their intention by cruelly killing and  most greedily plundering.« Referring to the encomendero practice of increasing the quota  of tribute even when the Indians were too poor to pay, he wrote: »My heart bleeds at the  thought of how inhumanly such tribute is exacted with the consequence that the native  leaders ... are thrown into prison and are coerced with such punishment to plunder other  Indians ... until they make up the excessive quota.«3! He recalled another horrible illu-  stration of women being coerced to weave cotton shawls as tribute: »I saw more than  once the following take place: women worked day and night at these tasks. They were  violently forced into one place and locked up there with the children they nourish as if  condemned to a prison and from such seclusion it follows that if they are pregnant, an  abortion results from the excessive exertion, and if they are nursing mothers, because of  too much work, wretched food and the irregular schedule, the milk they give their young  is poor and thus the children die.« Or, take the example of the Spanish nobleman whose  Indians had completed their term of work in the mines. Wishing to have them continue to  work for him, he flattered the Indian leader by embracing him and showering him with  gifts. Instead of hearing the usual: »you dirty dog«, he now hears, »O, Sir John, do honor  me with your company.« Vera Cruz insisted that the consent of the people was necessary.  Moreover, tribute was to be imposed in accordance with the ability to »easily« pay it. He  remarked that even poor farmers in Spain were better off than the Indians. The conse-  quence of this exorbitant and unjust tribute was that the native people could not look after  their own needs and interests.  On the question of the Spanish purchase of Indian lands, he argued that the purchase  was commonly illegal and often unjust in that Indians sold their land out of fear or cajo-  30 Ebd., 109.  31-Ebd. 175thrown into prıson and coerced wıth such punıshment plunder other
ndıansHB3  The Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  Vera Cruz képt insisting that religion was not a factor in determining lawful ownership.  So, Indians could not be deprived of their land and other property because they were not  Christian. Concluding this question, he maintained that if they were given a fair hearing,  »they would protest against the tyranny and the oppression they are suffering, not from  the emperor but from some of those to whom the custody of the natives was committed  'who devour them as they eat bread', who plunder, torture them ... of all this I am an  eyewitness.«30 He returned to the issue of tribute in the fourth question, arguing that the  exaction of tribute was not of itself unjust if the ruler had just dominion and used the tri-  bute for the welfare of the community. But, from the very beginning the colonists kept  demanding tribute in the form »of gold or silver, precious stones, vases or other objects,  and the more so, those who demanded slaves or servants or even free men.« In his opin-  ion, they possessed no right to the tribute. He passionately pleaded: »I beg you, good  reader, to put aside all prejudice and reflect by what law, by what right did the Spaniard  who came to these regions, and armed to the teeth, attac these people subduing them as  though they were enemies and occupying lands not their own, seeking out arbitrarily with  force and violence all their valuable possessions and robbing the people.« For Vera Cruz,  it was force, not freedom that was the principle at work in the exaction of tribute. There  is little question that he has a pro-Indian perspective: »Their cup of suffering was filled to  the brim when the Spaniards gave clear evidence of their intention by cruelly killing and  most greedily plundering.« Referring to the encomendero practice of increasing the quota  of tribute even when the Indians were too poor to pay, he wrote: »My heart bleeds at the  thought of how inhumanly such tribute is exacted with the consequence that the native  leaders ... are thrown into prison and are coerced with such punishment to plunder other  Indians ... until they make up the excessive quota.«3! He recalled another horrible illu-  stration of women being coerced to weave cotton shawls as tribute: »I saw more than  once the following take place: women worked day and night at these tasks. They were  violently forced into one place and locked up there with the children they nourish as if  condemned to a prison and from such seclusion it follows that if they are pregnant, an  abortion results from the excessive exertion, and if they are nursing mothers, because of  too much work, wretched food and the irregular schedule, the milk they give their young  is poor and thus the children die.« Or, take the example of the Spanish nobleman whose  Indians had completed their term of work in the mines. Wishing to have them continue to  work for him, he flattered the Indian leader by embracing him and showering him with  gifts. Instead of hearing the usual: »you dirty dog«, he now hears, »O, Sir John, do honor  me with your company.« Vera Cruz insisted that the consent of the people was necessary.  Moreover, tribute was to be imposed in accordance with the ability to »easily« pay it. He  remarked that even poor farmers in Spain were better off than the Indians. The conse-  quence of this exorbitant and unjust tribute was that the native people could not look after  their own needs and interests.  On the question of the Spanish purchase of Indian lands, he argued that the purchase  was commonly illegal and often unjust in that Indians sold their land out of fear or cajo-  30 Ebd., 109.  31-Ebd. 175until they make up the eXCESSIVE quota.«>! He recalle‘ another horrible Ilu-
stration of eing coerced COitfon chawls AS trıbute » ] Sqa  < IMOTe than
ONCE the followıng Z  e’} place worked day and nıg al these tasks They WeIC

violently forced into OIMNC place and locked there wıth the hıldren they nourısh d> f
condemned prison and from such seclusıon ıt ollows that 1t they pregnant,
abortion results from the eXCESSIVE exertion, and 1f they nursıng mothers, because of
LOO much work, wretched food and the ırregular schedule, the they o1ve theır
1S POOT and thus the hıldren die.« Or, take the example of the Spanısh nobleman whose
Indians had completed theır term of work ıIn the mınes. Wıshıng have them continue
work for hım, he flattered the Indıan leader by embracıing hım and showering hım wıth
o1ifts nstead of earıng the usual: dırty dog«, he HNO  < hears, »O, SIr John, do honor

wıth yOUTr CO Vera Cruz insısted that the ConNnsent of the people Was NECCECSSALY.
Moreover, trıbute Was be mposed in accordance wıth the abılıty »easıly« DaYy it. He
emarked that evecn POOT farmers in paın WeEeIC better off than the ndıans The SC+-

YJUENCE of thıs exorbitant and un]ust tribute Was that the natıve people COU. not ook after
their OW. needs and interests.

On the question of the Spanısh purchase of 1an ands, he argue: that the purchase
Wäas ommonly Negal and often un]ust in that Indıans sold theiır and out of fear Ca]jo-

Ebd 109
Ebd., 175



114 David Traboulay
lery Though acknowledgıing the ex1istence of priıvate property AaINONS SOTIIC 1INnd1v1duals
and the ımportance of free consent in the purchase of these ands, Vera Cruz ocused
communal Indıan ands Communıity Mg and the go0od of the communıty WCIC UT -

rent themes in the treatise. We stressed that cCommunıty possessed legıtiımate domınıon
and ownershıip. Rulers of Indıan communıties COU. noLt sell land because cCommunal
ands, CVCON untille: lands, dıd NOTL belong the rulers but the entire communıty. The
sale OT the gıft of community's property estroye: the communıty's ntegrity Wıth what
OgI1C he argue: » Neıther the SO VCINOI 1NOT the VICeroYy NOT the entire community has the
W work for the destruction of the good but has only the W! work
for ıts advancement and promotion.«

It 18 interesting that Vera (’ruz Iınked the 1Ssue of land that of Or and trıbute
Strictly speakıng, the encomienda meant the allocatıon of OTr and trıbute but NOL and
Vera (ruz trongly upheld the tradıtiıonal VIEW. Individuals and cCcommunıtles retaıned
ownershıp of theır ands Land Wäas NOL trıbute but the SUOUTCEC from 16 they pald the
triıbute. 32 Vera Cruz did nOoLt mınce his words: Itf land Wäas taken »IO plan hıs OT
sef grapevınes mulberry ees 0)8 other irunt ees OT pasture hıs er‘ for hIis OW:

profit, such Spanıard114  David M. Traboulay  lery. Though acknowledging the existence of private property among some individuals  and the importance of free consent in the purchase of these lands, Vera Cruz focused on  communal Indian lands. Community rights and the good of the community were recur-  rent themes in the treatise. We stressed that a community possessed legitimate dominion  and ownership. Rulers of Indian communities could not sell land because communal  lands, even untilled lands, did not belong to the rulers but to the entire community. The  sale or the gift of a community's property destroyed the community's integrity. With what  logic he argued: »Neither the governor nor the viceroy nor the entire community has the  power to work for the destruction of the common good but has only the power to work  for its advancement and promotion.«  It is interesting that Vera Cruz linked the issue of land to that of labor and tribute.  Strictly speaking, the encomienda meant the allocation of labor and tribute but not land.  Vera Cruz strongly upheld the traditional view. Individuals and communities retained  ownership of their lands. Land was not tribute but the source from which they paid the  tribute.? Vera Cruz did not mince his words: If land was taken »to plant his crops or to  set up grapevines or mulberry trees or other fruit trees or to pasture his herds for his own  profit, such a Spaniard ... is a robber.« No one should »take over the otherwise cultivated  lands of the natives either to plant or to graze cattle or for any other purpose.« This was  how he explained his position. Lands were not really abandoned because Indians changed  the area of planting every year. By allowing their herds to graze there, in effect they were  ruining the land. Vera Cruz concluded this question on the seizure of Indian lands with  the reminder that the Indians suffered great losses and continued to do so. Not only were  the Indians robbed of their lands but their crops were destroyed causing hunger. Where  tribute, labor and land had been excessively and unjustly obtained, Vera Cruz insisted,  restitution had to be made to the native people. Why did he urge this radical measure?  The call for restitution might have been given to urge the clergy who were his students  who were confessors of the colonists to demand restitution as the price of forgiveness.  What is more, it would provide moral bite to the laws that already existed to protect In-  dians but which were honored more in their breach than in their observance.  Was this attack on the encomienda justified? It was the preeminent Spanish institution  used from the second voyage of Columbus in 1492. Legally, it was the allocation of  groups of Indians to privileged colonists. These encomenderos were to receive tribute  and labor from their designated Indians. In return, they were responsible for the Christian  welfare of the Indians. The encomienda was therefore many things; it was a system of  social relations, a cultural system, and a labor system. It was different from Indian sla-  very in that the Indians held in encomienda were legally free. In the Caribbean, however,  there was little difference as the Indians were coerced into providing labor, food and their  women for the encomenderos. Even Hernän Corte&s who had been in the Caribbean for  twenty years and had witnessed the human catastrophe caused by the encomienda was  determined not to introduce it in Mexico. 3 But his men had come to expect these alloca-  tions and, upon their insistence, he backed down. Thg history of the encomienda is but  32 Ebd., 139 u. 225; C.GIBSON, The Aztecs Under Spanish Rule, Stanford 1964, 5897 u. 194-299.  33 L.B.Sımpson, The Encomienda in New Spain. The Beginning of Spanish Mexico, Berkeley 1950, 80.18 robber.« No ON cshould »take OVCT the otherwise cultivated
anı of the natıves eıther plan STAZC cattle for anı y other DU Thıs Was
hOow he explaıne hıs posıtıon. anı WeIC NnOoL re. abandoned because ndıans changed
the aIca of plantıng CVETIV yCAal. By owing theır er! STAZC there, in effect they WEeEeIC

rummmg the and Vera C(’ruz concluded thıs question the elzure of Indıan anı wıth
the remıinder that the ndıans SulITtferel losses and continued do Not only WCIC

the Indians robbed of theır an but theır WeTC estroye: causing hunger. Where
trıbute, OTr and and had been eXcess1ively and unjustly obtaıned, Vera Cruz insısted,
restitution had be made the natıve people Why dıd he uUursc thıs adıcal measure?
The call for restitution miıght have been gıven ULSC the clergy who WeTe hıs students
who WeTiIC confessors f the coloniısts demand restitution A4S the price of forgıveness.
What 1S MMOTEC, it WOU. provıde moral bıte the laws that already ex1isted protect In-
dıans but 1C WEeEIC honored IHNOTC In theır breach than in theır observance.

Was thıs attack the encomienda Justifıed? It Was the preeminent Spanısh institution
used iIrom the second VOVaRC of OlumMDUus in 492 Legally, ıt Was the allocatıon of
STOUDS of ndıans privileged colonists. ese encomenderos WEeIC recelive triıbute
and OTr Irom theır designated Indians In they WeTiIC respons1ible for the Christian
welfare of the ndıans The encomienda Was therefore MAanYy 1ngs; it Was SyStem of
socı1al relatıons, cultural SYyStem, and OTr System. It Wds dıfferent from Indian ocla-
VE in that the Indıans held in encomienda WEIC legally free. In the Carıbbean. however,
there Was lıttle dıfference 4S the ndıans WeTC cCoerced into provıdıng abor, food and theır

for the encomenderos. ven ernän Cortes who had been in the Carıbbean for
(WeEnNLY VYCAars and had wıtnessed the human catastrophe caused Dy the encomienda Wäas

determined not introduce it in Mexi1co.33 But hıs 19918 had COM CXPEeCLI these alloca-
t10ns and, uDON their insıstence, he backed down. The hıstory of the encomienda 185 but

Ebd., 139 225 C.GIBSON, The Aztecs Under Spanish Rule, anTior: 1964, 58—97 194-299
SIMPSON, The Encomienda In New ‚paın. The Beginning of Spanish Mexıico, erkeley 1950,
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the hıstory of the ensi1on between laws passed regulate and control the institution and
COompromı1ses wıth the laws. The fact W äds that the Spanısh Crown and indıvıdual Spa-
nı]ıards had expected profit materı1ally firom the of the Ameriı1cas. Sımply pDut,
they needed Indıan OT. 1le the importance of the encomienda W ds replace: bDy the
repartımıento ın Mex1co and the mıiıta In Peru, Systems of rotated labor _ drafts in the
S7 really viable alternatıve these essentially forced OTr SyStems Was OUuUnN!
The multitude of laws, especlally the New AaWS of S42 attested the recognition of
the cruelty of the SySstem. But the rebellıons In Mex1Cco and Peru ( VE the New aWSs and
EeVCN the increasıng realısm of SOTIIC of the rel1210us demonstrated the importance In the
minds of the panılards of the OT System the production of WEA The need for la-
bor WOU be made CVCN INOTIC dramatıc Dy the drastıc decline of the 1an populatıon
caused Dy the of epıdemics. The of the twelve Dominicans of the Mex1-
Cal chapter in 15  E the INqUIrYy of de andova 4S the impact of the New AaWS
Wdas revealıng. In statıng that the stabılıty of the Spanısh In Mex1co epende
the continuation of the encomienda, they cshowed remarkable change of attıtude. They
made SpeC10us argument that there COU not be stabilıty wıthout riıch 1998181 11OT rich INnenNn

wıthout encomiendas. But theır last statement Was the most ellıng \ E because wıthout
ndıans trade and profit cCease.«+4 ven moderate rel1g10us 1ke Domingo de Betanzos,

TIEN! anduof Las asas, CalNle aCcCcept rather than challenge the SySstem.
But how does ONC reconcıle what 15 essentially Oppressive ecCcOoNOMIC System wıth the

Chrıistian PUTDOSC of the encounter‘ Whiıle Vera Cruz adopted adıcal position agaıinst
Spanısh eCONOMIC instiıtutions and practices, hıs polıtiıc posıtion seemed moderate wıth
respect European milıtary intervention in America. Havıng eiende: 1an ng
dominı1on, property and theıir OW communlıitıes, Vera Cruz inquıred whether the Spanısh

and In Amerıca WeTIC Just. eemingly, he Wäas establıshing argument
that WOU form the basıs of d{&  < V1IsS1onNn of America, 191  < WOT. 1C panıards and
ndıans WOU CONSTIruct In cooperatıve spirıt. T those who ul theır for

mperl1al papal SUPTCH1LaACY, Vera Cruz argue: that neıther possessed un1-
versal temporal Jurisdiction OVeTrT the ole WOT. and COU. not WaSC agamınst NON-

Chrıistians sımply because they WeTiIC 19{011 Chrıistian. The CHMDCIOI therefore dıd not POSSCSS
ownershıp of 1an and and neıther he NOT his representatıves COU arbıtrarıly g
large tracts of and OT communal property Spanıards wıthout the Consent of the natıve
people Vera CIUZ, however, did leave OPCH the poss1bılıty of intervention »through
COnNcess10nN of the SUDTeCME Pontiff, whose duty it 15 provıde the remedy for the spirıtual
PUITDOSC namely, that the gospel of Christ be preache: oughout the Ole world.« The
PODC possessed spiırıtual W1C carrıed wıth ıt the responsıbilıty teach Christia-
nıty everywhere. By virtue of thıs M1SS10N, »he has the rıght of dısposing of the emporal
insofar dSs ıt 1s elated the spirıtual.« Vera ('ruz argue‘ that the DODC COU. force DNON-

Christians recel1ve the teachers of the gospel, although he COUu nNnOoL force them be-
COMe Christian It Was permitted send soldiers defend the miss]ıonarles but »1t WOU.
not be ermiss1ıble send them SEeIZ7E the ands of the natıves.« For Vera ( TUZ. then, it

Ebd., 170

De Dominio, 417
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Was the spırıtual PDUTDOSC that constituted the maın ICcason for European intervention in
Ameriıca.

In the 1na [WO quest10ons, Vera Cruz analyzed the Just and un]just motives for
but they elated the pomt he had establıshe: earlıer, namely, the spread of Christia-
nıty d the motive of colon1ızatıon. 3© Repeatıng hIs argument that should the rıght of the
Spanısh m1iss1ioONarıes preach istlanıty be denied, the ndıans COUuU be forced Dy

OPDCH theıir soclety them, he quickly asserted that thıs Wäas NnOoL hOow the CONqUESTS
took place » From the beginnıng armed soldiers CAalllec who irıghtened and plundered and
slew the natıves of the New World.« ere Wäas WaY he COUuU Justify the inıt1al COIMN-

quests. For Vera CTUZ, the charges that ndıans WeIC intellectually and morally deficı1ent
WEIC not valıd motives for and the elizure of domiıinıon. The aCCusatı1ons WCIC

NOL Not only WEeIC they 19{011 sımple-minde: 1ke chıildren, but in theır OW. WaY they
WeIC outstandıng and SOMINC WCIC GVn emımnent: »Before the arrıval of the Spanıards116  David M. Traboulay  was the spiritual purpose that constituted the main reason for European intervention in  America.  In the final two questions, Vera Cruz analyzed the just and unjust motives for conquest  but they are related to the point he had established earlier, namely, the spread of Christia-  nity as the motive of colonization.® Repeating his argument that should the right of the  Spanish missionaries to preach Christianity be denied, the Indians could be forced by war  to open their society to them, he quickly asserted that this was not how the conquests  took place: »From the beginning armed soldiers came who frightened and plundered and  slew the natives of the New World.« There was no way he could justify the initial con-  quests. For Vera Cruz, the charges that Indians were intellectually and morally deficient  were not valid motives for conquest and the seizure of dominion. The accusations were  not true. Not only were they not simple-minded like children, but in their own way they  were outstanding and some were even eminent: »Before the arrival of the Spaniards ...  they had officials, orderly government and most appropriate enactments; they had their  own laws.«  In the long eleventh question where he developed the valid motives for conquest and  dominion, his argument was almost identical to that of his master and colleague at Sala-  manca, Francisco de Vitoria.? In addition to the right of preaching the gospel, he sugge-  sted that Europeans had the right to travel in America, engage in commerce with the na-  tive peoples and even the right of access to the mineral wealth of America, provided  these activities did no harm to the native peoples. Here Vera Cruz was proposing a new  basis for the encounter between different worlds. Its underlying value was freedom. If it  seemed unrealistic, it was because the history of the Americas had been already too  firmly gripped by force and power to offer hope for a reversal. In criticizing the enco-  mienda so vehemently, he was pleading for the freedom of the Indians, a freedom that  was based on economic justice; in offering valid motives for Spanish intervention, he was  justifying the European presence in America but in a different role — that of civilizers  not destroyers. This was his vision of America, a dynamic mix of the two civilizations.  Influence bf Vitoria and Las Casas  It remains for us to discuss the possible influences on the thought of Vera Cruz. His  treatise, De Dominio, bore many similarities with the De Indis of Vitoria. 3 Vitoria had  given his treatise at Salamanca in the 1537-1538 academic year after Vera Cruz had left  for Mexico. Still, the views of Vitoria on the colonial question were already well-known  by the late 1520s. His De Potestate Civili was given in 1527/28 in which he discussed the  36 Ebd., 337-467; B. HAMILTON, Political Thought in Sixteenth Century Spain, Oxford 1963, 110-134.  37 For a discussion of the ideas of Vitoria, Soto, Molina and Suarez on the theory of a just war, see  B.HAMILTOoN, Political Thought in Sixteenth Century Spain, 135-157; see also the recently published work: H.-  G.JUSTENHOVEN, Francisco de Vitoria zu Krieg und Frieden, Köln 1991; A.PAGDEN, The Fall of Natural Man,  Cambridge 1982.  38 F, DE VITORIA, Relectio de Indis et de Iure Belli, ed. by E.Nys, Washington 1917, 9-100; E.J.BURRUS, The  Writings of Alonso de la Vera Cruz, I, 62-72.they had officılals, orderly government and MOStT appropriate enactments; they had theır
OW: laws.«

In the long eleventh question where he developed the valı motives for and
dominı1on, hıs argument Wäds almost dentical that of hıs aster and colleague al Sala-

Francısco de Vıtoria. 37 In addıtiıon the rıght of preaching the gospel, he C-
sted that Europeans had the rıght travel In Ameriıca, CNSALC in COMIMNMNCICEC wıth the 1a-

t1ve peoples and CVCMN the rıght of dACCCc5S$S the mıneral ealth of America, provıde
these actıvıitles dıd harm the natıve eoples. Here Vera Cruz Was proposing HC  <

basıs for the encounter between dıfferent worlds Its underlyıng value Was Teedom. f ıt
seemed unrealıstic, ıt Was because the story of the Ameriıicas had been already (070

fırmly gripped Dy force and W er hope for reversal. In critic1zing the NCcO-

mienda vehemently, he Was pleadıng for the Teedom of the Indıans, rTreedom that
Was ase‘ eCONOMIC Justice; in offering vallı: mot1ives for Spanısh intervention, he Wäds

Justifyıng the European In America but in eren! role that of cıvyvılızers
not destroyers. Ihıs W dsSs hıis V1IS1ION of AmerıiıCca, ynamıc M1X of the [WO cıvılızations.

Influence of Vıtorıa and Las C’asas

It remaıns for us discuss the poss1ıble influences the hought of Vera Cruz Hıs
treatise, De Domuinio, bore INan simılarıties wıth the De HRN of Vıtorıa. 38 Vıtorila had
g1ven hI1s treatise al Salamanca in the ia academıc yCal after Vera Cruz had eft
for Mex1co. T the VIEWS of Vıtoria the olonıal question WeT®e already well-known
Dy the late Hıs De Potestate Ciwiwvilı Wädas g1ven In S5228 In 1C he discussed the

Ebd 337—467:; B. HAMILTON, Political Thought In Sixteenth Century ‚DaINn, (Oxford 1963, 110134
For discussıon of the ideas of Vıtorla, S5oto, olına and Suarez the theory of Just W: SCC

HAMILTON, Political Thought In iıxtieen.: Century ‚pain, 135—-157; SCC Iso the recently publıshed work: H.-
G. JUSTENHOVEN, Francisco de Vıtor1ia rieg und Frieden, K6öln 1991; PAGDEN, The 'all of Natural Man,
Cambridge 1982

VITORIA, electio de 15 el de Iure €  1 ed. Dy E.Nys, Washington 1917, 9—1 E. J. BURRUS, The
rıtings ONSO de Ia Vera CTUuZ, 1L, a A
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valı and nvalıd motives of the Vıtorla's condemnatıon of the In Peru in
534 and hıs declaratıon that the natıve people WCIC NOL »foreigners but vassals of
the King« indıcated h1Is interest In Amerıcan affaırs. 39 Vera CTUZ COU. have been a_

quaınted wıth the De Dominıio of Domingo de Soto, former student and colleague of
Vıtor1a, 1C Wäas presented al Salamanca In 5743 One cCannot be emınded 1(076 often,
however, of the influence Vıtoria had ONVGI: the intellectual clımate al Sala-

partıcularly the 1Ssue of colon1ızatıon. Hıs students continued explaın HIS
VIeEWS throughout the sixteenthu Thanks Vera TUZ,  e Universıty of Mex1co
partiıcıpated iın thıs intellectual The TOA| outlınes of thıs remaın
clear, whether eiende: in Spaın Dy Vıtorı1a, Soto, C'arranza OT Juan de la ena OT In Me-
X1CO Dy Vera Cruz.%0 In the face of the destruction of the natıve peoples and cultures of
Ameriıca, SOMC scholars ın paın and America struggle make the defense of the
t1ve eoples the OICc1a polıcy of the State They supporte the princ1iple of human Mg
fOor ndıans and the sovere1gnty of 1an COommuniIiNeSs and, al the Sd111Cc time, propose
LNOTIC benevolent and cooperatıve European In America. In formulatıng these
Mg  S, they Camne up wıth the princıples of incipient international law Vera Cruz and
the Universıity of Mex1co must therefore recelve crediıt for theır contrıibution these 1N-
ternatıonal princıiples.

Was Vera Cruz also influenced Dy Bartolome de las Casas? Many of the advocates of
reform In paın and Amerıca WEIC inspıred Dy Las Casas. The Irıendshıp between Las
(CCasas and Vera Cruz durıng the last YCAaIs of Las Casas’ ıfe 15 well-known and
ving.“! Arrıving In paın In 1562, Vera Cruz worked closely wıth Las (asas recording hıs
ast wrıtings and actıvıtles. It Was Vera TUZ who presented the councıl of the Indies
the 1na: petition of Las asas, urging the V end another COommı1ssıon investigate
the suffering inthlıcted the ndıans It Was Vera TUZz who recorded hıs ea| July
20, 1566, and h1Is arewell words In hıs last 11l and testament »GodThe Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  117  valid and invalid motives of the conquest. Vitoria's condemnation of the war in Peru in  1534 and his declaration that the native people were not »foreigners but true vassals of  the king« indicated his interest in American affairs.? Vera Cruz could have been ac-  quainted with the De Dominio of Domingo de Soto, a former student and colleague of  Vitoria, which was presented at Salamanca in 1534. One cannot be reminded too often,  however, of the enormous influence Vitoria had over the intellectual climate at Sala-  manca, particularly on the issue of colonization. His students continued to explain his  views throughout the sixteenth century. Thanks to Vera Cruz, the University of Mexico  participated in this intellectual movement. The broad outlines of this movement remain  clear, whether defended in Spain by Vitoria, Soto, Carranza or Juan de la Pefa or in Me-  xico by Vera Cruz.“ In the face of the destruction of the native peoples and cultures of  America, some scholars in Spain and America struggled to make the defense of the na-  tive peoples the official policy of the State. They supported the principle of human rights  for Indians and the sovereignty of Indian communities and, at the same time, proposed a  more benevolent and cooperative European presence in America. In formulating these  rights, they came up with the principles of an incipient international law. Vera Cruz and  the University of Mexico must therefore receive credit for their contribution to these in-  ternational principles.  Was Vera Cruz also influenced by Bartolome de las Casas? Many of the advocates of  reform in Spain and America were inspired by Las Casas. The friendship between Las  Casas and Vera Cruz during the last years of Las Casas' life is well-known and mo-  ving.“ Arriving in Spain in 1562, Vera Cruz worked closely with Las Casas recording his  last writings and activities. It was Vera Cruz who presented to the council of the Indies  the final petition of Las Casas, urging to the very end another commission to investigate  the suffering inflicted on the Indians. It was Vera Cruz who recorded his death on July  20, 1566, and his farewell words in his last will and testament: »God ... saw fit to choose  me as his minister, though unworthy, to plead for all the people of the Indies against the  oppressions and injuries suffered from our Spaniards ... and to restore them to the primi-  tive liberty unjustly taken from them.«  If textually the influence of Vitoria and the Salamanca theologians on Vera Cruz's  treatise seems clear, Las Casas' is not. There were differences in their ideas. For one  thing, Vera Cruz was more moderate in his discussion of the rights of conquest, a mode-  ration, I have argued, motivated strategically, to be sure, but also by the vision of the  possibility of cooperation between American Indian and European. Yet, in his treatment  of the other major question on the evils of the encomienda and the Spanish system of  land, labor and tribute, the force of his arguments were not less hostile to the Spaniards.  This should not be surprising. The passage of the New Laws in Barcelona on November  39 B.HAMILTON, Political Thought in Sixteenth Century Spain, 179; H.R.WAGNER argued that Vitoria's De In-  dis: I could have been given as early as 1532 because Vitoria speaks in the introduction of »Indians who came  forty years into the power of the Spaniards.« See WAGNER, 7he Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas,  New Mexico 1967, 227.  40 See my article: »Sixteenth Century Scholasticism and the Colonization of America: Francisco de Vitoria and  His Influence«, in: ZMR 1 (1986), 15-37.  41 H.R.WAaGNner, The Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas, 226-240.Sa  < fıt choose

dS HIS minıster, oug unworthy, plea for the people of the Indies agaınst the
Oppress1o0ns and injJuries SulIiere: firom OUT Spanı1ardsThe Translatio Studii and the Europeanization of America  117  valid and invalid motives of the conquest. Vitoria's condemnation of the war in Peru in  1534 and his declaration that the native people were not »foreigners but true vassals of  the king« indicated his interest in American affairs.? Vera Cruz could have been ac-  quainted with the De Dominio of Domingo de Soto, a former student and colleague of  Vitoria, which was presented at Salamanca in 1534. One cannot be reminded too often,  however, of the enormous influence Vitoria had over the intellectual climate at Sala-  manca, particularly on the issue of colonization. His students continued to explain his  views throughout the sixteenth century. Thanks to Vera Cruz, the University of Mexico  participated in this intellectual movement. The broad outlines of this movement remain  clear, whether defended in Spain by Vitoria, Soto, Carranza or Juan de la Pefa or in Me-  xico by Vera Cruz.“ In the face of the destruction of the native peoples and cultures of  America, some scholars in Spain and America struggled to make the defense of the na-  tive peoples the official policy of the State. They supported the principle of human rights  for Indians and the sovereignty of Indian communities and, at the same time, proposed a  more benevolent and cooperative European presence in America. In formulating these  rights, they came up with the principles of an incipient international law. Vera Cruz and  the University of Mexico must therefore receive credit for their contribution to these in-  ternational principles.  Was Vera Cruz also influenced by Bartolome de las Casas? Many of the advocates of  reform in Spain and America were inspired by Las Casas. The friendship between Las  Casas and Vera Cruz during the last years of Las Casas' life is well-known and mo-  ving.“ Arriving in Spain in 1562, Vera Cruz worked closely with Las Casas recording his  last writings and activities. It was Vera Cruz who presented to the council of the Indies  the final petition of Las Casas, urging to the very end another commission to investigate  the suffering inflicted on the Indians. It was Vera Cruz who recorded his death on July  20, 1566, and his farewell words in his last will and testament: »God ... saw fit to choose  me as his minister, though unworthy, to plead for all the people of the Indies against the  oppressions and injuries suffered from our Spaniards ... and to restore them to the primi-  tive liberty unjustly taken from them.«  If textually the influence of Vitoria and the Salamanca theologians on Vera Cruz's  treatise seems clear, Las Casas' is not. There were differences in their ideas. For one  thing, Vera Cruz was more moderate in his discussion of the rights of conquest, a mode-  ration, I have argued, motivated strategically, to be sure, but also by the vision of the  possibility of cooperation between American Indian and European. Yet, in his treatment  of the other major question on the evils of the encomienda and the Spanish system of  land, labor and tribute, the force of his arguments were not less hostile to the Spaniards.  This should not be surprising. The passage of the New Laws in Barcelona on November  39 B.HAMILTON, Political Thought in Sixteenth Century Spain, 179; H.R.WAGNER argued that Vitoria's De In-  dis: I could have been given as early as 1532 because Vitoria speaks in the introduction of »Indians who came  forty years into the power of the Spaniards.« See WAGNER, 7he Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas,  New Mexico 1967, 227.  40 See my article: »Sixteenth Century Scholasticism and the Colonization of America: Francisco de Vitoria and  His Influence«, in: ZMR 1 (1986), 15-37.  41 H.R.WAaGNner, The Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas, 226-240.and restore them the pr1m1-
t1veeun]justly taken from them.«

If extually the influence of Vıtori1a and the alamanca theologı1ans Vera THZ. ®8
treatise clear, Las (Casas’ 15 NOL. There WeIC dıfferences In theır 1ıdeas. For OMNC

thıng, Vera Cruz Was INOTE moderate In h1s discussıon of the ng of ue:  , mode-
ration, ave argued, motivated strategıcally, be SUIC, but also by the V1sS1o0N of the
possıbıilıty of cooperation between Amerıcan Indıan and European Yet; ın h1s treatment
of the other ma]Jor question the evıls of the encomienda and the Spanısh System of
land, OTr and trıbute, the force of hıis WeIC nNnOoL less hostile the panıards.
Thıs should nNnOoTt be surpr1sing. The DASSasıCc of the New awWs in Barcelona November

B. HAMILTON, Political I’hought In Sıxteenth Century ‚DaIlN, 179; H. R. W AGNER argue« that ıtor1a's De In-
dis. COu ave een g]ıven early 1532 because Vıtoria speaks In the introduction of »Indıans who CAIUG

Lorty YCars into the W of the Spanlards.« See W AGNER, The Life and Writings O} Bartolome de Las Casas,
New Mex1co 1967, SE

See iıcle »S1ixteenth Century Scholasticısm and the Colonızatiıon of mer1Cca: Francısco de Vıtoria and
Hıs Influence«, ın ZMR (1986) AD

R. WAGNER, The Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas, 226240
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2 9 1542a sought essentially end gradually the encomıienda System of private al-
locatıons and place all Indıans under the (rown set in motion polıtic ramıfications that
made the intellectual and polıtical tens10Ns of al least the next decade turbulent. For Las
Casas, the New aWSs and the Clarıfication of 1543 WCIC OO miıld because they 1885

mended the gradual abolition of the encomienda and slavery; the other hand, the colo-
nısts, erhaps by the Mixton 1C almost put end panıs rule in Me-
X1CO, eare‘ that Mex1co WOU be lost. rıtıng in the seventeenth CeNtLurYy, the Domuin1i1-

Remesal commented that Las Casas Wäds of the MOStT ate: LLCN who had CVECT

been In the Indies.«42 The tide of opposıtıon forced the Crown revoke ‚aW of Inhe-
rıtance In 1543,; imphcıtly allowıng the continuatiıon of the encomienda. Las asas Wäas

bıtter when he went Mex1co in 546 attend bıshops conference discuss matters
of eccles1iastical nature At Las Casas’ urg1ng, second conference W ds$s called, thıs
time attended only Dy representatıves of the rel1210us orders. Vera CTrtuz Wädas VICar PTIO-
vincıal between 543 and 1546 and it W ädsS nNnOotL unliıkely that he Was eıther present al

acquaımnted wıth the proceedings of thıs conference where Las (asas presented hıs Con-
festonario » [ welve ules for Confessors«.% In thıs work, Las Casas argue: vehe-
mently agaınst the exploıtatıon of the natıves and insısted that the colonıst had make
restitution of whatever he galine: from the un]ust OTr of the ndıans and for InJury
done them before he COU. be aDSOLVE: Is thıs then the SOUTCC for the insiıstence of
Vera Cruz the doctrine of restitution that Was notable feature of the De Domıi-
NLO0 744

urıng the academiıic yCal, Vera C’ruz ectured the question of eccles1a-
stical tıthes (De Decimis).* He argue: that Indıans cshould be eXemMptL from thıs inasmuch
d they WeTIC already urdene: by trıbute and Or Servıice. Thıs angered the archbıshop
of Mex1co City, Alonso de Montüfar, who eft unturned in hıs efforts Stop the
publıcatıon of Vera TUZ S works. He sent CODY of the De ReCIMLS the Spanısh Nqu1-
sıt10N and recommended that the Inquisıtion be establıshe' In Mex1co 1n01011 Outft heresy.
Neıther the Inquıisıition 19(0)8 the councıl of the Indıes orbade the publıcatıon of h1ıs works.

Conclusion: Scholasticism and Human Rights
ese [WO treatises advocatıng the uman ng of the Indıans and criticızıng S5Spa-

nıards for violatıng them illustrate the paradoxical and unpredictable character of the h1-
storıical PTOCCSS in s1ixteenth Century Mexi1co. Medieval scholastıc phılosophy, partıcularly
Thomiısm, and method proved be sufficıently fexıble and relevant espond the

Ebd., 135
No CODY of the Confesionario 15 known. All anscrı1ıpts WEeTIC officlally estroyed. Rut the twelve rules Las

(asas later publıshe' might ave een identical. They WeEeIC meant apply Conquıistadores, Encomenderos,
and slaveowners. W AGNER, The Life and rntngs of Bartolome de Las Casas, 167

As example of the sever1ıty of thıs doectrine of restitution, rules OMNC and 1Ve emande!‘ that the confessor
TaW egal document be sıgned by the. penitent, authorizing the confessor (8 dıspose of property for 1C-

stitution o the ndıans W AGNER, The Life and Writings of Bartolome de Las Casas, E A
45 EJ BURRUS, The Writing 0}  ONSO de la Vera CTUZz,
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modern question of human Mg for Indıans; decıdedly European instiıtution, the un1-
versity, allowed universıty professor erıticıze the European and colon1ıza-
tıon of America. At that mMoment In the hıstory of intellectual culture of Mex1co such p —
larıtıes d medieval/modern OT Eurocentrism/indigenism WeTeC disablıng. HOow surprisıng
and ironıcal that, al time when the eCconOmI1C stakes of paın in Amerıca WCIC 9
Spanısh olon1al culture Was tolerant of ecritic1sm. TIhıs Wäas remarkable Oment In h1-
SLOTYy The mot1ivatıon and prestige of the first m1ss10onarles, the influence of the e0O1l0-
1ans‘and Jurists from the Uni1iversıity of Salamanca, and theır favorable impact the
(rown WeIC the princıpal factors that pushed thıs But CONLrary wınds WeIC al-
ready blowıng by the end of the Archbishop ontüfar Was ONC of those who be-
Camllec obsessed wıth heresy. Unable sılence Vera CTuZz, he Wdas responsı1ible for the for-
mal introduction of the Inquisition In 1569. 46 dıfferent spirıt Was in the aır and 191  <

policy of Hıspanıizatıon of the ndıans Was pursued The destructive aspect of the
Counter between European and Amerıican 1an 15 often cons1ıdered d exemplary story
wıth the hope that such horrors WOULU not happen agaın. Thıs creatıve per10 in sixteenth
Century Mexıi1co, epıtomized splendidly by the Universıity of Mex1co and Vera CTUZ, de-

also be exemplary.

R. RICARD, Con: Spirituelle de Mexique, n E


