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Introduction

As the European soclety, OT al least large secti1on of IC be lagued Dy
of the decline, ins1gnificance and obiıtuary of relıgıon (particularly in relatıon church-
orlıented relıg10s1ty), tremendous explosion of V1g0ur, vitaliıty and development 1S eing
dramatızed the Afrıcan rel1g10us theatre. Thıs 1S evidenced, for instance, Dy the
remarkable prolıferation of churches Afrıcan 1ICW rel1g10us movements) wıthin and outsıde
the Afrıcan shores. Most of these e  < churches have developed theır OW: mM1SsS10N,
evangelıstic strategles and dynamıcs, 1n order X11 SOTIIC influence the spiırıtual
market place 10 gaın LNOTEC posıtıve of eing »players« In the global rel1g10us
roStImrum, such MOvements have charged themselves wıth the task of akıng theıir V1Is1on
beyond theır immediate geo-cultural and sSoc1al J1urner 291) aptly remarks
this when he Sald:

»  RE Some of the Afrıcan churches have of m1ss1ıon towards N (Europeans )!
They SCC NOw stat1ıc and ineffective and NOwWw lıttle share SOINEC of their OW
central CONVICt1ONS about PIayClI, fastıng, healing, the W of the Spirıt and the JOV of
worshiıp They rıde the of relıgıon that works. They share also in the new-found
Afriıcan CONVICt1ONS of havıng important contribution make the natıons of the
WOT. especlally In the realms of uman relatıons and of the spiırıtual where
increasingly desiccated and inadequate. One sıgn DB the authenticity of their christian al
18 desire share their discoveries and ODCNH us agaın the dynamic OT OUT mutual
heritage A

Thiıs VIEW has been largely Corroborated Dy Rev Dr Rufus Ositelu, ! (Primate, Church
of the Lord Aladura Worldwide), ONE of the Afrıcan instituted churches. Describing the
mM1ssion of his church In Europe, he sa1ld Inter alıa: » The miliss1ion of OUT church 1S rıngChrist nations partıcularly outsıde Afrıca that they LO0 INaYy experlience spırıtualfulfilment INn Christ Jesus This 15 aASs evealed OUT ounding athers dAaDC of importation

Italics emphasis mine
RUFUS OÖSITELU, »I he Church of the Lord (Aladura), Hamburg-Altona«, aper read al Werkstattgespräche zZUrBedeutung der afrıkanischen religiösen Diaspora In Deutschland, Missionsak

September 998
ademıe, Universit: Hamburg, OEZ
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of the gospel OT miss1ion-reversed into the industrialized WOT. irom Afrıca OUT church
15 makıng attempt estiore 1ıfe into the churches hrough Spirıt filled worshıiıp SeSSIONS
and n-depth studies of the Wword of God Our mi1iss1ion 15 rıng g00d NeCWS all
people In th1s land ırrespect1ive of LAGCE 0)8 colour and present them yel another form
of worshipping In the beauty of Hıs Holıiness In spiırıt and In truth «X

T31s seeks examıne the nature, dynamıcs, and strategles fOor mM1sSsS1ON of the
elest1 Church of Christ 1n Europe. The 111 attempt ShOW the
foundatıon and motivations of thıs 1915  S Afrıcan rel1g10us inıtlatıve, and NOW they perce1ive
Europe d OIC of the 191  < homes and alternatıve m1ss1on fıelds especlally In the last four
ecades theıir so1l In attempting reach Out the 11Cc  - Context of Europe, the
»ımmıgrant« Afrıcan forms of Chrıistianıty such d the( dIC seekıng remaın theır OW

authentic selves. TOM this standpoınt, 1t 15 suggested that European Chrıistians of
COULSC learn irom them the er dımens10ns of theır tradıtion. The
concludes Dy assess1ıng the rel1g10us, polıtic. and SsOC10-cCultural factors 1C have
stimulated OI indere'! the M1SS10NAarYy enterprise of the CUE€ In Europe.

Towards New Look al Mıiıssıon

The nıneteenth CENLUTY 1S SCCI1 In INalı cırcles d the AaDORCC of chrıstian M1SS10Nary
enterprise beyond theıir OW borders 1n g10 rel1g10us hıstory. Durıng the CId of European
mperı1al and olon1al eXpans1on, IMNan chrıstian m1ssıon bodies had made sıgnıficant Inputs
In the ‚Europeani1zat1on« of Afifrıca and the » Ihırd orld« nat1ons. Substantıial
records and studies abound the actıvıtles of these M1SS1ONS. oUg these records
SCIVC d viıtal SOUTCEC of information theır historlies, they have nevertheless largely
er1ıved from the perspective of the (profess10nal) mi1iss1ionarıles themselves, OT firom
merchants, explorers and soldiers wıth whom they ave contracted SOTIC form of ‚unholy
allıance«. While the hagıographic character of SOMC of these 1S NOT far seek,
few systematıc, cross-cultural, and cComparatıve studıies of M1SS10ONS and M1SS10NarYy
enterprises, WeiC untıl 110.  < avaılable ere has been COMNSCIISUSI scholars about
the nature and role of mi1ss1onarles at the t1ime. They have been portraye varıously 4S »the
ultural agents of colon1ı1alısm« Rodney OFE Z »the maJjor of soclal, intellectual
and moral development« 1-Zerbo 979 481), and mıdadle position held Dy (Groves
(1969) Gründer (1982) both of who Sa  < M1SS10Nary actıvıtles as resulting 1n »d

humanızıng of imperlalism«. Ihıs In the nıneteenth CENTUTY perhaps marks
sıngular In NIStOry when the propagatıon of the Christian al Was from positi1on
of ‚overwhelming DOWCI<. I0 large eXtientT, thıs has resulted iın the Criticısm that the
M1SS10Nary pose aASs rel1g10us facade and the ‚harbinger:« of capıtalısm In 1ts
olon1ıal phase THUS., In the expans1ionist phase of the O-Called European >C1Vilizat10ons«,
the M1SS10Nary W dsSs at the Samnle time expression and result NO
ou the mM1ss10n church W as involved wıth aSpecCts of colon1al rule ıle do not
deny the influences of M1SS10Nary activities, the degree and nature of such impact
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1SSLON from Afrıca TIhe WIAYE the Celestial Church Chrıst In Europe
Afrıcas’ hıstory has also remaıned somewhat content10us and ‚dust-ralsing;« (r Jayı

1SS1oN In the nıneteenth CENLUTY and In later times 1s argely understood dS »the
M1SS10Nary ement«, and identified essentlally wıth mMI1SsSsS10nN. TIhıs
have been hought of in 1solatiıon from the mi1iss1ıon of the church iın 1ts ‚hOome-«

enviıronment. Ihus, churches IC W: M1SS10Nary foreign
countrlies therefore perce1ved ave been deficiıent In theıir M1SS10Nary understandıng.
Such mMoOovements do ave clear >M1SSI1ON« wıth relatıon the cultures, churches and states
1n 16 they WeIC set But that DTOCCSS In VIEW has seldom been tudied d MI1sSs10n.

Wıth the demise of colon1alısm and the subsequent eros1on of the hegemony of European
maıinlıne churches 1ın Afrıca, the of christian mM1SsS10Ns ave lost much of
ıfs appe. and gr1ıp In MOST kuropean churches oday The question of mM1ss1ıon aAaDPCAaIs
have been thrown Into the ‚dustbin« of hıstory. We contend here that the loss In grıp 1S 9{011
because the ‚ great day(s): of M1SS10ONS 15 OVeEeT but because such churches AICcC a(011 sufficıent-
ly, OT do 9(0)1 re Cal! De, 1n touch wıth what 15 re. happening elsewhere. In OUT
VIeEW, it 15 NOTt mM1SS10Ns that Out of date OT behind the tiımes, but rather the image of
what 15 involved. Increasıng globalızatiıon trends have exacerbated 1919  < iorms, motivations
and techn1ıques of M1SS10Nary actıvities In CONLEMPOTATY per10d. Such expansıon has been
stimulated by factors such aSs increasıng transnatıonal migration, ımproved transportation
SySiems, g10 marketing, tourısm, and the creation and IIN of He  < forms of global
Communication networks. Thıs global interconnections has carrıed wıth 1t m1ss1ion
eXchanges from ONC end of the WOT. the other

Hıtherto, the gospel travelled aCTOSS continents almost exclusively In OMNEC dırectlon, that
1s from Europe OT America Africa and the TesTt of the SO-Calle: 1r OrL. OT irom
the North the OU But speak nowadays of ONC-WaY trend of M1SS10N, ke from
North ou becomes unfashionable and SUSDECL. New ml1iss1ion SITrUCLUres emergıingfrom the churches of the ou INanı of 16 aIc al formative In hapıng their
steadıly rowıing the C  enge of WOT. mM1sSsS10nN. Globalization has er
enhanced >WO-WaYy traffic« whereby mM1ssıon (the gospel) 19(8)  < traverses continents In
INanYy dırections. If thıs 15 [Mue, then the word »M1SS10N« begs for 0)8 INaY be In dıre need
of NCW, CONleEMPOTATY and wıder definıtion. Here, share Prof. Jongeneels’“ earlıer
suggestion that »xd modern comprehensive history of the Chrıiıstian missıon Must draw the
readers’ attention the contrıbution of both Hen and and estern and 1ON-
western people, the Chrıstian M1SS10N«. We 110  < {u  zl the ECE. ONe of the
Afrıcan initiated churches IC has demonstrated dynamiısm for m1ss1ıon and evangelısmwıthin and outsıde the African Context

See JONGENEEL, J.A Philosophy, SCLENCE, and Theology 1SSLON INn the 19° and 20° Centuries,Missiological Encyclopedia, art L, Peter Lang Frankfurta.M 1995, 230 Prof. Jongeneels’ encyclopedia of [WOvolumes IS Compendium of materı1als highly use for M1sS1010g1sts and missiological research. Among other thıngs,he nas Drovıde d rich analysıs of the phılosophy, SCIENCE, eology of MI1SSION, and M1ISSIONaTYy eology In
volumes.
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eFoundatıon LSLOTY 0) the CGE

TIhe CC 15 OIlC of the MOST popular ind1genous rel1g10us inıtlatıves In the West
of Afrıca They belong the of Nıger1an churches referred d Aladura,
Oowıing the emphasıs they place PIayCI, healıng, prophecy and other charısmatic
actıvities. EL emerged spontaneously around the lıfe, V1S10Nary experience and
charısmatic personalıty of amuel Bılehou SCNHNOITa (1909-1985), Nigerlan timber
merchant who Was born and nurtured 1n Porto-Novo (NOW Benın Republıic). In 194 7,
SCHNOTITa had V1S10NarYy eXpereNce In 1C he laımed God instructed hım OUuUnN!
church The nucleus of the (° emerged d CO  CC of thıs al Oorto NOvo and later
spread and vıllages In Dahomey (NOW Benın Republic) In the fiırst instance. 111e
the exX1isted 1n Benın epublıc S1INCeEe 194 7, it W a ıts inception and growth In
Nıgerlia from 950 onwards, that enhanced the worldwıde popularıty of the church

BYV the Tollowıng decade of 1ts In Nıger1a, Cn from Ifs first base In akoko-
ag0S, began wı1tness phenomenal growth wıth 1ts spread first virtually the
Oru peakıng AdICas and later other pDarts of Nıger1a By 1975, the church had
reckoned al least 150 arıshes In Nıger1a, d ell 4S steady ınflux of LICW members 1n
Benın epublic. oday, remarkable ‚Internationalızation« of the church has been
wıtnessed d It maılntaıns 1ts for LHNOTE g10 cConnect1ons hrough her >M1SS10N«,
‚evangelısm« 1C transcends Afrıcan geographic: boundarıies. Between 976 and 1998,

[LWENLY [LWO-YeAaAr per10d, ('CE parıshes OI branches worldwıde have increased irom 254
(ut of ese f1gures, 1,991 arıshes eX1st In Nıgerl1a alone ı1le 3725 arıshes

dIC scattered 1n Europe United Kıngdom, rance, Germany, Austrıa, aly, Belgıum and
the Netherlands), anada, America and other Afrıcan countries such dSs Benın epublıic,
ote d’Ivoire, 10go, hana, Cameroon, 1ger, abon, Zaıre, Burkına Faso, Slerra
Le0ONE, Senegal and host of others. The total populatıon of CC members worldwiıde ASs

al 981 Was DuL at L5 miıllıon The All Afifrıca Church Conference (AACC) DaVC
Conservatıve est1imate of ( members al 00,000.* As have noted elsewhere
143), due number of factors, these f1gures number of parıshes and populatıon
strength) far from eing exclusıve. has remaıned impracticable obtaın CONCIsSe
and i1gure of the total number of existing &R parıshes and members worldwıde
Since the en of the Pastor-Founder amue Bılehou SCNOITa 1n 1985, the church has
been headed Dy HIS second In command, Abıodun Bada

NSee Celestial Church of CHArist Lessons and Parishes, 4-1  8 Pastoral Publications, CEC:
International Headquarters, Ketu-Lagos.

See Evangelısches Missionswerk IN üdwestdeutschland, Informatıon, » Ihe Celestial Church of Christ
Nıgerian Independent Church In Germany«, Stuttgart, A September 981
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1SSLION from Afrıca The CUASe the Celestial Church Christ IN Europe 372

SOWINZ the Seed European Soil

As have noted above, the evidence of the continuıng sparkle and V1ivacıty of the
Christian al In Afrıca 18 11O  < gradually becoming prevalent the European rel1210us

A elsewhere. TIhe and actıvıtiles of >ımmigrant« rel1g10us COomMMuUNnNItIES
longer be gnored 0)8 SImpIly waved Off ASs SsSeC{Is« (} sCults<. In MOSstT Afifrıcan

Christians coming Europe d students, migrant workers and eCONOMIC efugees suddenly
fiınd themselves impelle by the >DOWCI« inherent In the al they embody and from their
experlence in theıir home church into becoming »uno(ffic1al M1SS1ONAr1eS« ın theıir host
countries.

Ihe CEE made ıts the European so1l In the late hrough Nıgerıan
students, OI people business and ffıcıal assıgnments who had intention of residing
permanently abroad When INOTE than OIlC member OUnN! themselves In OIlCc CIty OT

Communıity, the inıtlatıve Camle for them meef and worshıp together. As theıir
membership increases, the becomes inter-ethnic and international In utlook In
letter all the parıshes, Phılıp ‚Jose summarızed ONC of the et-goals of the
church when he sald, »the e chall for the ell eing of members and others ın
Contact wıth her ırrespective of TaCe OT colour 1n charıtable INaAaiNer d che has INCals and
strength«.” Thıs 1S erhaps bırd’s CYC VIEW of the inter-ethnic and international utlook
of the church As the membershı1ıp strength 1mproved, the recognıtıon of EG authorities
In ag0Ss W as sought hrough the Invıtation of the Pastor-Founder Visit the Harton Street
Parısh (Deptford, Southeast London) 1C W as then the only existing parıs. outsıde the
Afrıcan shores.

In July 1975 Bada, then Supreme Evangelıst made h1is first Visıt the United
Kıngdom of the Pastor-Founder. Such pastoral Visıt ; 8 later became
annual W as impetus the growth and development of Cr In diıaspora.
One CO  CC of thıs Visıt W dsSs the increasıng prolıferation of the church TIhe internal
problems IC confronted the early members 1n Europe WCIC brought the attention of
the headquarters 1n Nigerl1a who had aCcCt DrOmMpüly Dy appomntıng coordinator OVEISCC
ffairs of the arıshes outsıde Af{frıca

Phılıp AJjose’s deployment Harton Street Parısh, London dS (Gjeneral Overseer of the
Overseas Dıo0cese (comprısıng Europe, U.S and Canada) W as vide duly sıgned ‚Jetter
of credence« from the Pastor-Founder and the Board of Irustees ate: August 979 TIhe
expediency of hıs appoıntment and deployment Was pa expressed In the letter: . We
have repOTTS from OUT parıshes In the Unıiıted Kıngdom and the Unıiıted States of America
of actıvıties Dy members 16 nNnOot only conflıct wıth the tenets and Constitution of OUT
church but also impede 1ts ın the Varlous arıshes cConcerned

5 1C1a. Correspondence of AJOSE, SuperI10r Evangelist and General (Overseer of Overseas Diocese,
(Elephant Castle Parısh Secretarılat, London) all CLE parıshes In Europe, USA and Canada, ate' S Ka January
983

See Letter of Credence irom the Prophet Pastor Founder Rev SB  — ()SHOFFA and the 0arT:' of TIrustees
Evangelist ‚JOse Ref. ate\ August 979
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He Was appoıinted and charged wıth duties and responsı1bilıty of Oversee1ing the parıshes
abroad Wıth these developments, the creation of diocese Incorporating
arıshes outsiıde Afrıca ecame formalızed By 1996, the number of parıshes INn the
()verseas diocese had risen SIXLYy e1g wıth Uniıted Kıngdom 26, USA 26, anaı 2!
Austrıa 37 Germany 4? and France respectively.’ ere e  < CCC arıshes
estaDbDliıshel In ltaly, Belgıum, Swıtzerland and the Netherlands The CC Lessons
and Parıshes 1998< ShoOws that the number of arıshes had increased nınety-five
arıshes. er fficıal church OUICECS such d the (((} websıtes In Rıverdale and
London sShow that there al least SIXLYy and SEVENLY parıshes In the USA and
kurope respectively. Such OUICECS CVCN nNofte that they present partıal lıst of CC
parıshes«. Ihıs however indicates that the church have OT AICcC >Coming of dBC< 1n of
theır geographical spread outsıde the Afifrıcan continent.

SOcLi0o-ethnic Composition 0) GE In Europe
As rel1g10us evelops and eXpands, 18 the tendency incorporate people

from varyıng ethnıc and sSOcC10-cultural backgrounds. (“ arıshes In Ekurope throw OPDCNH
‚hands of fellowship« people of all and colour who have chosen become
members OT those who AL interested In visıting and partıcıpating In theır worsh1p Servıices.
Visıitors warmly welcomed and g1ven recognition durıng ervIıices. Afrıcan members
of the church In Kurope dIC NOT ıllıterates, but elıtes of theır cCountries who have been sent

the estern WOT. d dıplomats, busınessmen, students; OT those who have COMEC theıir
OW seek the ‚golden fleece«. The membershı1p Cuflts ACTOSS the dıfferent levels of
society” from C1vıl Servanits, dıplomats, businessmen and IN  9 kılled and unskılled
Tactory workers students, the unemployed, asylum (polıtıcal, eECONOMIC) seekers/refugees
IC O0C1 Class) dıfferentiation 18 NOTL pronounced d members AICc allowed C uUusc wıthın
the church only those appelatıons and 0)8 prefixes relatıng theır rank wıthın the church
Ihe uUsc of appelatıons that relate profession tıtles 1s optional for members outsıde the
church Except closer relatiıonshıp wıth members, 1t 1s somet1mes dıfficult discern
theıir individual SOC1al 1s mandatory for members DutL In ervices 0)4
festivals theır whıte9 theır sacred regalıa.

CCC membership In Europe CUufs ACTOSS ethnıc precincts nclude Afrıcans mostly
West T1cans), Afro-Carribeans, Surinamese and Europeans. However, their membershiıp
has remaıned predominantly Afrıcan wıth the OTu formıing the argest share. er
members COMMEC from non- Yoruba ethnıc ZI10UDS 1n Nıgerla and other countries such dSs

NSee CE* Lessons and Parıshes 996
NSee C websıte addresses under the ection ‚ The IN and appropriation Of media technologies:« eI0W

> the Inception of CCC In Dahomey (Benıin Republıc), 1ts membershıp Was characterized essentlally DYy rural
membershıp, farmers, fishermen, the DOOT, and people from the lower eve soclety. Following 1ts rapı growth
and prolıferation later In Nıgeria and elsewhere, it started attract both rural and urban clıentele, C1V Il
people of the Dusıness cClass, and the lower cadres of the soclety.
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Benın epublıic, hana, Cote d’Ivoıre, 10g0 and Senegal The whıiıte populatıon depends
largely the European COUNILFY ıIn question. On the whole, there be INOIC

Austrıans, Englısh and ermans eır membershıp be ınke: prımarıly intermar-
rlage OI Casu  rıendly relationshıp wıth aCcC (  T1can members. Due the increasıng
multı-ethnic character of CCC membershıp, CONduct of ervices 1S alsSO assumıng LNOTC

polylıngual diımens1on. Services held 1n Oruba, Egun, Englısh, French and erman
Janguages respectively. Instructions and Informatıons INn ONEC OT LNOTC of these languages

gıven sımultaneously OT interchangeably during the ServVICE. The choıice of anguage
VaLYy and depends the m1xed lınguistic background of members of pDarıs In
respect1ıve COUNIIY.

Dynamıcs and Strategies JOr MISssıion

Stackhouse!® defines >M1SS1ONATY« dASs who SE1IZES OT 1S se1zed Dy unıversalıstic
V1IS10N and who eels mandate, COMM1SS1ON, vocatıon rıng the V1ISION and 1fs
benefits yall<« One of the dynamıcs of M1SS10Nary enterprise les therefore In the fact
that they mMust Ways be understood In of the unıversal incorporeal-moral perception
that 9(0)1 only 6X 1 Into eing, but g1ves 1t 1ts transcultural FaLlSoNn A  etre hIs inaugural
V1is1on SCANOTITaAa explaıns:

»On the 29th of September 194 7, 111e W as rayıng 1n house wıth SOTINNC visıting
irıends, Sa  < SIroNg IdAy of 1g then Sa  < winged eing whose body W as 1ke
fıre and whose CYCS WeEeIiIC UNYy yıng towards behıind the beam of 1g Thıs eing
then proceeded SaYy ‚God wıishes send yOUu erIran! of preaching the
WOT Many christians there AIC who, during theıir lıfetime, when confronted Dy problems
and dıfficulties of thıs WOT. they seek after fetish prlests and other DOWCIS of darkness for

1N! of assıstance. (G0od Wwants send yOUu the WOT. MLSSION of preachıng
and exhortatıon, but the WOT. 111 nOoTt belıeve yOou 10 assıst YOUu In yOUr work that
INenNn INaYy lısten and follow YOU, miraculous works of holy dıvıne healıng 111 be
wrought by YOU In the L1amnle of Jesus Christ ese works of dıvıne healıng and
spirıtual mark yYyOUu 11l testify the fact that G0od sent CCE Constitution,

Oschoffa’s V1S10NarYy statement CO be compared wıth the claım of the Christian church
un1ıversal relevance. Thıs unıversal dımension of the chrıistian al draws from the

InJunct10ns In Matt 19, Nen forth, there{fOore, and make discıples OT all natı1ons A
The VEr also refers iıtself d OkoO L gbala ıkehin the last sh1p, vesse] 0)8 Doat for

salvatıon). Thıs self-ımage of the church best exemplıfies the fusıion of thıs-wor.  V and
the other-worldl orlentation 1n theıir understandıng of ı1 gbala (salvatıon). W dSs laımed

have Deen revealed DYy angels hrough hymns 1{8 WEIC delıvered the prophets and
prophetesses wıthın the church Thıs promise 15 made manıfest In the church both In
spoken words d ell d In theır spirıtual« hymns 1Iwo examples of such hymns AL

10 STACKHOUSE, »M1SS10NS«, In MIRCEA LIADE Ed.) TIhe Encyclopedia of eligion, vol 9, Sımon
Schuster Macmiıllan New Ork 1995, 564
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Oko ıgbala ıkehın TIhe ast shıp for salvatıon
Oko igbala The ast shıp
Oko ıgbala iıkehın Nı 110 Mımo Ihe ast shıp of salvatıon 15 Celestial C'hurch
Enı t1 KO ba WONU (Oko He who aıls the ast shıp
Y 10 T11 SINU Du 0M1* Wıiıll sınk into deep
(FEn *(author’s translatıon) 42)

er from Heaven authorisesBaba pa lase at  Orun
Kı gbogbo aıye 61 warirı =  at the ole WOT|! INa Yy al remble
Fun ‚JO M1ımo, at  Orun FOor Celestial Church from above
110 yl N, y10 aıye Ihe fold Durıry the WOT!'|!
AjJe, UO5S50, y1o Warirı Wıtches, wIizards ıll all TrTemble

agbara Mımo yı Beneath thıs 11C  S Dıvıne
Awon Angelı 61 kun f ayo Angels ATIC fılled wıth happıness
yanu f’oko ıkehın We marvel at thıs ast shıp
Halleluya fun 1se uwa Halleluya for all the works of God
AIEN 176

TOom the above, there several references »the last Ship« ; »sent down OT

descended«, >} th1s church chall purı the world« But what does 1t I1NCcCAan be the ast
church GiE the act shıp What does 1t involve cleanse the WOT and hNow”? Such hymns

pointers the members’ belıef that their artıcular church Was establıshe fill the
VaCUuUuIN created by the inadequacIles of the er churches. per10d of cleansıng has COIMNC

eplace the G1 of chaos and SIN 1S per10d gather harvest frunts The church SCECS
ıtself d possessing the instrument ofW wıth 1C 1t ıll cleanse and purı the other
churches, and the WOT al large wıng thıs, the members regard themselves dS
chosen OUD, spec1  Y UDOIL render ServıICce others. 15 theıir belıef that they
DOSSCSS SOINC ‚SUDeT10T« DOWCIS and skılls AC DICDAaIC them for the performance of thıs
function. Oschoffas’ inaugural V1S1ION and the self-ıdentification of the church d the ‚Jast
shıp { cleanse the world:« ıllustrate both the M1SS10Nary deal that has inspiıred the
church Iirom 1fs formative YCaIs and the WaY 1n 16 it Was be carrıed Out Ihe spread
and Jantıng of arıshes (branches) has been achieved LNOTEC by indıv1ıdual efforts, hrough
the mi1gration ÖT inherent mobilıty of members, OT Dy the radual Incorporation of
immediate ne1ghbours than DYy large-scale, organized m1SS10Nary mMoOovements OT actıvıtles.

sıgnificant feature of the church In the European CoNntext COU be SCCH 1n the WadY
they charge themselves wıth the task of evangelızatıon. Such m1sS10N1IZINg role of the
church underlıe the annual astoral VIsIıts. According atun]]1 »As the
membershıp of the church In 15 predominantly Afrıcans who have DONC abroad

seek SITCCNET, 1t becomes ON of the priorities of Rev Bada orge
SIıTONg lınk wıth the Tren ÖT (J0d Through these VIisIits complemented wıth the
W of the Holy Spirıt al work, the ı1re of evangelısm COU be ı1ghted In the cCountries

See also Yoruba Hymn er 286 / Englıs: Version (E,V.) 74; Y.H 3300 13 YH 554
and YH 605
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visıted and the machıinery for the fulfiılment of Covenant that the church 1S the last
vesse] of salvatıon 1C 111 cleanse the WOT. selt In motionMission from Africa — The case of the Celestial Church of Christ in Europe  37  visited and the machinery for the fulfilment of God’s covenant that the church is the last  vessel of salvation which will cleanse the world set in motion ...  ((12  In a communique issued at the end of the 1995 Annual Conference of CCC Overseas  Diocese, members resolved among other things to engage in active evangelization. A  central CCC theological college is being established in the U.K. to further educate CCC  shepherds around the Overseas Diocese.'* To be more involved with the local community,  community services such as charitable for the poor and the needy, as well as counselling  units were to be established on a wider scale.'* Some parishes have also been involved in  social help services. Several religious magazines, newsletters such as the >»Angel Voice  International«, »>Christ Castle<, Luli Voice etc. are been published monthly or quarterly by  some of the parishes in Europe. Such literatures which are widely circulated among  members and other interested christians are aimed not only at disseminating information  about the church, they have served as a medium for evangelism as they always feature  general articles on the Christian faith.  On the threshold of ecumenical links  There is no gainsaying the fact that many christians who are members of churches  outside Europe and (North) America are increasingly becoming conscious of belonging to  a local ecumenical body, a continental christian organization, or a single worldwide  religious network and ecumenical umbrella, irrespective of their denominational label and  leaning. Many share the view about the need for contemporary ecumenical movements for  the unity and renewal of the Church, and also the fact that a reconsideration of the  meaning of »mission« is long overdue. The CCC has been interested in both local and  international ecumenical networks. At the national and continental levels, the church  belongs to the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) and the Organization of African  Instituted Churches (OAIC).  Pastor Bada’s visit in 1989 to the World Council of Churches (WCC) headquarters in  Geneva, marked the first attempt to register the existence of CCC on the »world map of  churches«. Following this initiative, collaborative ecumenical activities at international level  between WCC and CCC have now been extended to Nigeria. In a letter from WCC  Headquarters to Pastor Bada, its General Secretary (Emilio Castro) stated, »We thank God  1  “ See OLAJUNJI AKANDE, »Celestial Church of Christ International Network: A Reflection on Pastor Bada’s visit  to parishes of CCC Overseas 1987-1995«, in: Celestial Eye, a Brochure of CCC International Headquarters / Ketu-  Lagos, 1995, p. 39.  3 Personal Interview with P.H. AJOSE (General Overseer, CCC Overseas Diocese) at CCC Overseas Diocesan  Headquarters, London on 26“ July 1996. This was also mentioned in his article, see P.H. AJOSE, »Ten Years Service  to the Lord«, in: Celestial Eye, p. 38.  * The 1995 CCC Overseas Diocese Annual Conference was held at Ayo Parish, Ontario-Canada on 1“ July 1995.  It was attended by representatives of parishes from Europe, U.S.A. and Canada under the leadership of Pastor Bada  and Philip Ajose, General Overseer of CCC Overseas Diocese.  ZMR - 84. Jahrgang : 2000 : Heft 11

In cCcommun1que 1ssued al the end of the 995 nnual Conference of GGE Overseas
Diocese, members resolved amMMoN£ other 1ngs CNSALC 1n actıve evangelızatıon.
central CC& theologica college 1s eing establıshe In the er educate 888
shepherds around the Overseas Diocese. ! 1O be LNOIC involved wıth the ocal communıty,
cCommunıty ervices such d charıtable for the DOOI and the needy, d ell AS counsellıng
unıts WeEIC De establıshe' wıder scale.!* Some arıshes have also been involved In
soclal help ervıices. Several rel1g10us magazınes, newsletters such dAS the ‚Angel Voice
International«, Christ Castle«, Lulı Voice eic been publıshed monthly OI quarterly Dy
SOMNNC of the parıshes In kurope. Such lıteratures 16 dIC wiıdely cırculated IN
members and other interested chrıistians alimed 9{011 only at disseminatıng informatıon
about the church, they have served dS medium for evangelısm d they always feature
general artıcles the Chrıistian al

On the threshold 0 ecumenical ın

ere 1S galnsayıng the fact that IMNa chrıistians who AdICc members of churches
outsıde Europe and (North) America increasıngly becomiıing CONSCIOUS of belongıng

0ocCal ecumenı1cal body, continental christian organızatıon, OI A sıngle worldwide
rel1g10us network and ecumenıcal umbrella, irrespective of theır denomıiınatıonal and
leanıng. Many share the VIEW about the need for CONteMpOTarYy ecumenıical MOvements for
the uniıty and renewal of the Church, and also the fact that recons1ideration of the
meanıng of »M1SS10N« 15 long overdue. TIhe CC has been interested In both 0Ccal and
internatıonal ecumenı1cal networks. the natıonal and continental levels, the church
belongs the Christian Assocı1atıon of Nıgerla and the Organızatiıon of Afrıcan
Instiıtuted urches (OAIC)

Pastor Bada’s Visıt In 989 the or Councıl of urcnhnes headquarters In
Geneva, Mar the first attempt register the exXIistence of (£ € the ‚World INAD of
churches:«. Followıing thıs inıtlatıve, collaboratıve ecumenıcal actıvıties international eve
between WCC and CCC have 19(0)  S been extended Nigeri1a In letter from WE&
eadquarters Pastor Bada, ıts General decretary Emıilıo0 Castro) stated, »We thank God

See LAJUNII AKANDE, »Celestial Church of Christ International Network Reflection Pastor Bada’s Visıt
parıshes of ae ()verseas —1995«, ıIn C elestial Eye, Brochure of ( International Headquarters Ketu-

‚ag 0S, 1995,
13 Personal Interview wıth AJOSE enera Overseer, CL Overseas Dıi0cese) al ( € ()verseas Dıocesan

Headquarters, London 760 July 996 Ihıs Was a1SO mentioned In hIs artıcle, Nrı AJOSE, » LIen Years Service
the Lord«, ıIn Celestial Eye, 38
14 The 995 CEL (Q)verseas 10Cese Annual Conference Was held al Ayo Parısh, Ontarıo-Canada E July 995
Was attended DYy representatıves of parıshes from kurope, UsS and (CCanada under the leadershıp of Pastor Bada

and Phılıp \JOSe, General ()verseer of GE (Overseas Diocese.
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for the Joint MINIStIYy WEIC allowed undertake In Nigerla and DIAYy that God 111

gulde us d DUISUC the tasks put before us Thank yOUu most sıncerely for yYOUI keen
participation In the Visıt 5 GE In September 1998, three-man WCC delegatıon embarke:

one-week visıt the international headquarters of the church In Nıgerla d part of the
PTOCCSS of considering her applıcatıon for membershıp 1n the ecumenıical body The church
has a1SO strıved bDe involved in other ecumenı1ıcal actıvıtlies both In kurope and elsewhere.

CCC ()verseas Dıocesan headquarters ıIn London have mbarked several ecumenıcal
actıvıtles wıthın Britain and other Darts of Europe. CC (U.K terr1tory) affılı1ated
the wısham Federation of urches, assoclate member of the Brıtish Councıl of
urcnhes (NOW Councıl of urches In Brıtain and reland) In 1993, Bada’s astoral Vvisıt

England estaDblıshe' aIMNOoN£g other thıngs, workıng relationshıp between (CC Overseas
Diocese and the Councıl of Afrıcan and A{ifro-  arrıbean urches (CAAC) In London In
N1S introductory Afrıcan Independen urches (AICSs) In Brıtain, Ompson

228) attrıbutes the large INCASUTC of cooperation between Afrıcan churches and the
formatıon of several councıls of churches [WO major aCctors. He
feelıng of margınalızatıon and ethnıc solıdarıty ıle also tracıng it In much wıder

CONSCIOUSNESS of fro-Carrıbean identity. However, 1t WOU that
(C € ıke MOST other Afrıcan ind1genous churches have wıtnessed relationshıp 1C 15
far from ostıle and cordıal wıth the maınlıne churches.

The U/se and Appropriation 10 Technologies:
New fOr Mission ?

Ihe intens1ificatiıon of rev'ıvals and evangelısm Was 9(0)1 1mıted Nıgerl1a but has
extended the parıshes hrough Bada’s »annual astoral OUTS« Such VIsSIts
usually last from al eas OIlC week several months depending the 1Ne€' Out

D  S (spırıtual and admınıstratıve). In 1987, Bada, accompanıed Dy entourage
of fiıve members, mbarked two-month (8th May 9lh uly {Our of LWENLY e1g
arıshes 1n the diocese. ! Countries visıted WeIC the Uniıted Kıngdom, Germany,
Austrıa, France and the Uniıited States of America. TIhe Pastor has mbarked LNOTC

irequent (Overseas) annually Evangelistic strategles such An rev1ivals, publıc ectures
and IntervIiews increasıngly utilızed register the church In the global rel1g10us
INaD The church leadershıp has partiıcıpated 1n rel1g10us and publıc forum d1iscuss1o0ns
hrough the electronıc media.

ı 5 Detaıiıls of hIs actıvities al thıs sıngular Visıt dIC documented In KUNLOLA, Bada and the (rrealt
COommission, ‚.ag0S, 995, DD SO Between 20% ()ctober and November of the SdI11C yCal, Bada embarke:
Dastoral Visıt SOMNEC northern States of Nıgerıia Kano, una and Katsına). See KUNLOLA, 77-84

16 Durıing the Pastoral Visıt of Bada In 1975 the church featured fOr thırty mıinutes ONM 10 In Briıtain. TIhe first
baptısmal rıtes In the Was enacted Dy hım al stream al Kıngdom-upon-T’hames In Surrey. In 987, the Pastor Wa

interviewed Dy the West Afrıca Magazıne In OT' London, and delivered lıve-sermon the Sunday rel1g10uUs
TOSTaIMMMEC In Chicago 0Ca Televısıon (courtesy f OE Chicago Parısh Jn une
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Ihe church has attempted spread theır ideology by akıng advantage of 1ICc  < forms of
communicatıon technologıes. The tendency towards globalizatıon W as not INn
the church durıng the lıfetime of the Founder Ostens1bly 9(0)1 uUuNaWaIlc of the advantages
inherent In increasıng worldwıde interconnection and interchanges, the Pastor-Founder
In 985 conferred wıth the LO lerarchy the urgent need for evangelısm hrough the
electronıc media (televısıon and rad10), usıng [WO Janguages (Yoruba and nglıs In the
fırst instance. The eX1gENCY of thıs inıtlatıve W d clearly brought Out In the objectives he
stated d ollows

extending first of all In Nıiger1a and SOIMNC neighbouring West Afrıcan
countrIies.
reachıng Out other Afifrıcan countries and hrough Cassettes of recorded
ETIIMMNONS

d t1ime went breakıng anguage barrıer DYy introducıng nto the PTOgTaMME other
languages Cc. g French, Egun eic

establıshing evangelısm archıve In form of recorded printed SCTINON eic

iMlıng for actıon, record and reference PUTIDOSCS, publıc reaction 0)8 the
PTOZTaMMEC
makıng the MCSSALC avaılable certaın reg10ns of the WOT the Pastor MaYy nOoTt be
able fOor CaSONS beyond h1is control.
measurıng the exient of ground covered, the degree of UuUCCECSS achjleved and allure 1{
al Yy
usıng avaılable informatıve mater1als make projections and evolve strateglies capable
of helping achleve the best 1n the 1e of evangelism.

Consequently, the church pald for {‚aırıng SPACC: from SOTINC ca medıia such d the
agOS Telev1ısıon anne (LTVS8) agOos ate Broadcastıng Corporation 10 (LSBC)
Ogun ate Televiısıon (OGIV) and the Ogun afe Broadcastıng Corporatıon 10
(OGBC) Relıg10us PTOgTanNuNCS WCEIC pre-recorded and epi1sodes elayed Sunday
morn1ings for duratiıon of one-hour OI 1nty mıinutes d the Casc INaYy be Wıth the demise
f the Pastor-Founder, thıs inıtlatıve has 8{011 only continued, but has rece1ved
impetus from h1Is SUCCESSOTI According unlola 95), Bada had sent into the
WOT INOTE than 300 recorded CIINON\NS OVCI OGTV (Message of God) and LNOTC than 6()
recorded CIIMON\NS OVCI OGBC and LSBC Wor! of od) The rel1g10us TOSTAIMMECS eN]JOYy
sponsorshıp from the international eadquarters, from indıvıdual parıshes d ell d from

donors wıthın the church The instıtutionalızatıon of these rel1g10us DIO-
STAaIMINCS has had far-reachıng impact the church FOor instance, fieldbacks rece1ved
from lI1steners members and non-members) hrough telephone calls, facsımıle and
etters of PIaycCI fOr €ess1ng, VICtOTY, healıng, counsellıng CI Some indıvıdual
arıshes have alsSO inaugurated rel1g10us DT'  10000001 0Ca televısıon and radıo stat1ons
after due approval has been obtaıned irom the church authorıity.

1/ See KUNLOLA, bıd., X6
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Ihe church seeks Create d g10 network hrough the us«c of nternet websıtes and
electronıc mal '8 1n processing and disseminatıng informatıon. In release 15° ecem-
ber 997, announcıng 1fs (Rıverdale sıte) the Internet, ıt stated Inter alıa,
»Halleluyah! elest1 Church of Christ NO  < has domiıinant the (0)8
Wıde Web The maın fOCus of th1ıs DAagC 15 present unıfied and cohesive COMMUNIN-
catıon ehiıcle for elestl. Church 4S whole, world-wıde As the web sıte evolve,
WC hope uUSc 1t ehıiıcle communıicate L1CWS about elest1 Church of Christ
g10 Dasıs, both informatıon geare toward Celestians and non-Celestians alıke«. The

sıte complemented the church’s objective hrough her m1ssion statement 16 partly
Staltes, »IO introduce e the Oie WOT. rıng the parıshes together Dy
obtainıng free e-maıl addresses fOr interested arıshes and contrıbute the free f10wW of
iınformatıon In the church uUusSsc the medium of the nternet d ehiıcle recrult 11C  <

members « . Care o0ok at the full of these mM1sSsS1oN sStatement ShOWS the
intenti1on of the church dASs manıfold Fırst, the 1ICcC  < medıia technology WOU help brıdge
communicatıon SaD between ranches d ell dS between the church and the ‚outsıde
world« econdly, 1t 0 SOI VE dS medium of educatıng members and non-members about
the church Complementarıly, d towards evangelısm, the medium ıll function
S ehiıcle recrult NC  S members«.

Coping INn Ne  = religi0-cultural CcCOoONlexTi

In this fınal sect10on, chall examıne the SOocC10-cultural, polıtıcal and rel1g10us factors
1C nhıbıts OT elps the church 1n theıir m1ssıon task In Europe. Ihe prolıferation and
consolıdation ÖT the church 1S nNOot unconnected wıth the increasıng influx of immigrants
into Europe, despite the TECENT harsh attıtudes and polıcies agalnst them Unlıke the
propagatıon of m1ssıon christianıty Afrıca 1C W as from Status of ‚overwhelming
DOWCI«, OWI1INg theıir closeness the imperı1al the Af{frıcan churches 1n Europe ATIC

ostens1bly 1n position of ‚powerlessness«. Xenophobıa ÖT hostilıty towards foreigners 15
wıtnessing upwar increase, and 110  S POSC maJor problem 1n Europe. ÖOne WaYy ın
16 this development has altfecte: SOTINC Afrıcan migrants 15 In sharpening theır rel1g10us
zea] 1n copıng wıth the s1tuation. ler Haar (1995b: rıghtly observes that Afrıcan
rel1g10ns In dıaspora dIC been increasıngly forced into the margıns of soclety DYy the
prevallıng polıtical clımate In Western Europe. er such pervasıve of anxIlety,
uncertainty and unwelcomeness, rel1g10us practice A UCCOUT for Man legal and
ıllegal ımmı1grants 1n Oorder SUTVIVe 1n the 1919  - sıtuatiıon and envıronment. In such
Circumstances, the church has become home dWdYy from home«. Ihrough 1ts elaborate
rıtuals, of ldentity, securıty and protection has been provıde members.

] See for Instance the websıte addressess: http://www.celestialchurch.com (operated by Darısh In Rıverdale,
USA) and http://www.celestialchurch.mcmail.com (adminıstered from the UK) elr electronıc ma1l addresses Are

webmaster@celestialchurch.com and celestialchurchofchrist@mcmaıl respectively.
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ere 1S also the hostilıty of ne1ghbours due the loudness of theır ervıices. Services
usually characterized Dy WAäl: oud and rhythmic worshıp oNgs AaIC accompanıed

wıth dancıng and the IINI> of tradıiıtional and modern musıcal instruments Such SerVICES
normally last from [WO four hours, and Create relaxed and homely atmosphere for
members. The duratıon IMaY be longer pecılal church ervices OT fest1vals. Members
comıing kurope for the fiırst t1ime AaIC really hocked about the resentment of the

neighbourhood where theıir church bulldıngs OT Servıice WEeIC ocated Private residents
IIC  S parıshes AIC full of complaınts of disturbance duriıng theır ervIices. Theyv gel culture
OC when ne1ghbours often ACCUSC them of Dbeen 1{070 NO1SY and bolsterous.

One of the major problems arıshes had contend wıth ın Europe 1S the ack of their
OW church buildıngs OI for worshıp Most of the parıshes started d SMa house
congregations 0)8 PIaycCI SI0UDS where members meet especlally Sundays satısfy theıir
rel1g10us needs. Due the non-avallabılıty of and sufficıent funds, prıvate
0)18 residence of members served d sacred for worshıp The enlargement
of the ralses er problem of They 1O  < IMOVC Out for bıgger place
more sultable accommodatıon) eiıther rent hall, lease hall OI ulldıng, OT purchase

uildıng depending the financıal m1g of the Tew arıshes have

purchased OT leased rOopertYy from European maımnlıne churches Th1s erhaps 1S
another indiıcatiıon of the posıtıve relationshıp that appeare eX1ist between (€t€* and the
host maılınstream churches. The spirıtual exuberance of the church 16 nables them
oOperale 1in kurope In spıte of the irequent ack of church buildıngs of theıir OW 15 but OMNC

facet of the dynamısm thıs church dısplay In theıir home (  rıcan CONtEXt
Another feature of parıshes 15 the transıenCYy of Its membershıp especlally In the earlıer

VCAaIrs of 1fs exIistence In Europe. As SOTINNC members do NnOTL have resident
lıve 1n Europe, IMNa especlally students have theır home cCountries

at the expiratıon of theıir study per10d. Such iımpermanence applıes alsSO members
granted (teEMPOTATY residence for number of 1S ECVECN much LMOTEC unstable for
ıllegal immi1grants ÖT aslyum seekers who have theıir stat1o0ns changed irequently from OHE

CIty the other Such flu1d character of ıfs membershıp has immense impact the
ogrowth of the church 1n Kurope. ere where parıshes physıcally fold due
the dearth of members. However, increasıng emigration trends coupled wıth m1xed
marrl1ages between Afrıcans and Europeans have resulted ostens1bly In the stabılızatıon of
theır membershıip. An interesting eature of theıir membershıp 15 the rowıng number of
what INaYy be referred dASs Brıtish-Afrıcans, German-Af{frıicans, utch-Afrıiıcans eIc 1C
emerged Out of such relationsh1ps OI aSSOC1at10nNs.

Ihe weather condıtiıons ın the HE  < geographical CONtiext has often atitfecte: members WaY
of dressing. 1S mandatory fOor all members WC.: theır In al] SeErVICES and
festivals. In all when the 1S WO members forbıidden Dutl kınd
of footwear. In MOST parts of Afifrıca where the weather 15 relatıvely WaTllll all yCal round,
members often SCCH wıth theır ‚spirıtual SOWNS< wıthın and outsiıde the church
precincts. Members aIrc easıly noticed the treefis bare-footed, walkıng OT from the
church Whıle Man members INAaYy love follow th1ıs practice In Europe, the cold wınter
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weather however aCTts d impediment. Members COU 9(0)1 dress theıir whıte
and wal  -n bare-footed durıng the bıtıng wınter SCAaSoN Rather, dressing provıde
In each parıs Members 40 the church premises wıth theır ‚profane« Jlothes and
immediately change theıir ASO em (cloth of the piırıt) prıor the ment of the
ServICce.

Whıle the membershıp of arıshes In kurope 1S increasıngly becomiıng inter-rac1al and
international In outlook, there 1s Oou that the number of uropeans 1S S{T1 relatıvely
10W Thıs 10W reception be attrıbuted the crıtical attıtude of SOINC ‚uropeans SOTIIC

of the tenels, rules and regulatiıons of the church For instance, the prohibition of members
from drınkıng wıne and of CONOII1IC rınks, cıgarette smokıng, and eating of pork
meal, SOINC tenets 1IC SCCI chase dWdY OI discourage SOTNC potent1al members
Others CODC wıth the long rıtual ervices 1C| 40 for several hours.
Fınance 15 another maJor roblem In SOTNNC of the arıshes. 15 the practice of the church
that CVCIY indıvıdual parıs bear ıts OW runnıng COST 16 includes payment of the
shepher: and aCcCCOMMOdatıon. Due the 1L0W membershıp of SOTNNC of the arıshes In
Europe, 1t has become increasıngly dıfficult CODC financlally. Some arıshes
askıng for financıal aSss1ıstance from the internatıional eadquarters OT from other arıshes.
Ihıs DOOT financıal base has alsSOo 1ndere: theıir M1SS10NarYy actıvıtles 1n Europe. Some
arıshes have become financlally handıcapped Cal Out theıir m1iss1on plans and aCct1vit1es

large scale.
For the CEC. 11e maıntainıng unıversalıstic V1sS1oNn and witnessing increasıng

M1SS10Nary zeal beyond the place of Or1g1n, they do NOT extricate themselves from 0Ca
elements and actıvıtles. Ihe general Delıef pattern and praXI1s of the church In Europe has
remaıned essentlally the SAamnle wıth what obtaıns In theır home arıshes. The church IMaYy
continue flourısh and sınk their deeper and deeper into the Ekuropean so1l, long
as the uncertainties, anxı1etles and VaCUuum created Dy prevaılıng SOC10-eCONOMIC and
polıtic realıtjes do NOTL 40 AWaY OT al least SCECIH be miıtigated. Its mM1ssıon and
evangelıstic character1zed DYy ODCINCSS non-Afrıcans, ırrespective of LACC and
colour, has aunche' the church the ;»traın of globalızatıon«. Ihus, the church 1S NO  S IC-

chrıstened ([C© Worldwıde TIhe akıngz of extra-rel1ig10us functions such d sOC1al
welfare D  S 15 meanıng and relevant In CONLTEMPOTATY European socletlies where
SsOC1al workers, bureaucrats and gOvernments engaged In (ug of Wäal reform faılıng
welfare SYyStems. spırıtual role of creating home dWdYy irom home, coupled wıth
theır involvement In welfare and charıtable TOZTAMUNGCS, INaYy rovıde SOTIC hope of
turnıng around the l1ves of the DOOTL, needy and underprivileged In hostiıle and unstable
enviıronment. Through theır mM1sSsS10nN of ‚cleansıng the world«, they also strıving lay
the foundations fOr 1919  < spiırıtual WOT. order DYy transformıng the souls and mınds of
indıvıduals and the soc1lal habıts of their soclety.
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