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Von AdCc FLS Manus

Ome of the Relevant exXLts

»But yYOU, who do YOU Sa Y am ? eter answered, > YOUu AdIc the Messijah<« (Mk Z Mt 16.13:
9,18; JIn 6,69)

» Jesus as them, > What do yOUu 1n of the Christ? OSsSeEe S()I1 1$ he be‘« Ihey answered,
> Davıd's<« (Mk 1235 Mt 22,41—42;

» Are yOUu the Messıah, the Son of the Blessed?« (Mk 14,61—62; Mt 26,63-—64:; 22,67—-69)
» T hese ATeC recorded that YOU IMaYy beheve that Jesus 1s the TISE. the Son of (j0d« (Jn
»God has fulfılled In thıs WaY hat he had oreto through al the prophets, that hIs Messıiah

WOU Ssuffer« CIS 3,18)
>> and the refreshment INa Yy OMNC Dy the of GOd, when he sends the Messı1ah appomted

for yOU, Jesus« Acts 3205

Introduction

One Call SCS from these TEW randOomIYy selected that when Jesus 1ve': In the first
CEeNLUrYy Jewısh Palestine, moved about and fearlessly mınıstered the people In the
COMPANY of hıs dıscıples, INan y people, especlally the C  ar rel1g210us eaders WeIC

rather confused of hıs personal ıdentity. er h1ıs ea the mısunderstandıng of hıs
personalıty CVCN continued far into the early New Jlestament Church

I hıs 1s ell attested Dy the OQIFCcia delegatıon that Came the 1ssue of John the
Wıtness’s identificatıon in JIn „‚19-—-2 (Collins 1991:10-16). Ihe evangelısts d theır
utmost dısmiıss the confusıion. IThey put into wrıting early Christians’ and other peOPIeE S
effort confess the ıdentity of Jesus AS Son of (J0d The confession of the Demon1ac (Mk
1,21—28), the eper (Mk 1,40—45) and that made Dy the Centurıon, NON Jew, who
supervised HIS execution the dIC quıte remarkable (Manus 198603). galın, ONEC such
Chrıstian tradıtiıon 1S the first texti above, transmıiıtted in Mark dAs the confession of Peter.
the spokesperson of the TITwelve Ihe other reflect the sımılar tradıtıons transmıtted in
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the ynoptic Gospels Ihe Fourth evangelıst AaDPPCAaLs have rece1ved the tradıtıon
documented In In 260:31 from the pre-synoptic tradıtıon OT firom the canonıcal Gospels f
the EeOTY of hIis dependence the Synoptics 15 ST1 enable AS the Leuven School
maılntaıns Denaux And ASs for the Acts, refraın; namely the CONCEPL, Messiah, [UNS

hrough the Ole of uke-Acts Luke does NnOoL hesıtate before hıs usually packed
audıence that Jesus 1S PLOTOC the Chrıst)

In Mark, Jesus does NnOTL dısown the tıtle, Messıah OT Christ. 1E teachıng In the
Temple OMNC OCCAas10on, he provıdes informatıon aımed al correcting the seemmngly
dea about the Messıah by people of hıs time. He re-interprets the tıtle In of the
tradıtıonal notion of the Son of Man (Brown 1994:89—99) But Matthew eCasts the Markan
statement into question and PUuts ıt before the Pharısees who aAIC, In 1 uke’s perspective,
known ASs the »teachers of the LaW«. ven though the ynoptic tradıtiıon that Jesus
W as the Son of (G0d vıd Jesus’ Baptısm attested ın all three Gospels iıncludıng Jn 1,34
and the Transfiguration ep1sode), he hıs dıscıples understand that hIis m1ssıon 15

mess1ahshıp fulfiılled by Son of Man, the Danıielıc Lype who 15 suffer However, that
he Was the Messıah st1ll requıred SOMNIC proofs aASs INanYy SUCSSCS abounde: Perhaps, ıt 15 in
thıs 1g that OMNC INAaYy understand why the generalıty of the Jews hought of hım 4S eıther
John the Baptıst redivıivus because he looked weırd and charısmatıc In behavıour and
called Out people PICDAIC for the dawn of the eıgn of (j0d OT Elıjah because he
replicated that prophet’s darıng posıtion agaınst the forces of evıl and idolatrous {lırtatıons
under hab and ezebel and dSs the INCSSCHSCI who WOULU COMEC PITCDATEC the day
of the LOord Mal 4,5—7) (Manus 1986D) For INanYy he W ds 1ıke Jeremıiah because he
appeared have cooperated wıth (G0d In translatıng Aivıne sovereıgn dec1ısıons in rulıng
the WOT. For other sımple folk and P10US Jews, the bnaıya, he W as indeed ıke OMNC of the
prophets of old because of h1Is outspokenness strengthen humanıtys yearnıng for Justice
In the WOT. But what do make f Peter’s hiıstoric affırmatıon?

Brief Reflections Peter’s Response

TOom Peter’s vocal statement, there 1S ou ASs Brown has argued, that the
early church confessed Jesus the —  PLOTOC, the expected anolnted kıng of the House of
aVl (Brown 1994: 73). All the four Gospels, d 1S cshown above, bear post-resurrectional
wıtness that Jesus Wds the Messiah eIr ACCOUNL of the Messı1ahshıp of Jesus 15 ase
theır extended narratıon In 1C they describe the teachıng and mıracles of Jesus of
Nazareth Centurıies pr10r hIs bırth, the Jews had expected the comıing of the Messıah and
had speculated about the of SOMNIC other long-awalted end-time f1gures (Collıns: 10)
By the t1ime of hIis earthly 1fe and MINISTrY, much speculatıon had arısen AS whether
Jesus Was the omıng One OT NOL As have stated earlıer, there prevalıled SOTIC confusıon
In dıfferent and IM Varıo0us rel1ıg10us SIOUDS, fact that 15 vindıcated by the
prevaılıng chades of publıc opınıon about hIis wısdom and the nature of hıs minIstry. But
Peter’s confession recorded In Mark confirms the belıef 1ın the New Testament church that
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Jesus Was the Messıah, the ea kıngz much 1ıke avl the Father of 1ngs Despıite those
unclear 1identifications proffered Dy the Jews, Peter’s pronouncement uttered In Jewısh
cho1cy CalegOrYy 15 the »mother« of the identifications. In Matthew, there 15 decıdedly
1terary Dy the Matthaan redactor re-interpret thıs notion rece1ved from Mark
In faet. he re-interprets the CONCEDL wıth the addıtıon of the expression »the Son of the
Lıiving (10d« Wıth thıs addendum, the CONCECEDL Messıiah 15 nuanced understandıng of

Christ who WOU submiıssıvely aCCeptL his trıal In of the Suffering Servant themes
of Isa 42,1—4 and NOL In of milıtary-polıtical iıgure the Mess1ı1ah had been hought
of Dy INanYy of hıs contemporarıes. It 1S however otable that ın Luke thıs amplıfıcatıon 1S
absent. Luke 15 In agreement wıth Mark Ihus 11 cshould take the posıtıon of MOSLT

ynoptic scholars, WOU that the Markan-[Iukan conception of Jesus’ Messı1ahshıp
AappCars be the INOTEC tradıtional. What Matthew has done, 15 amplıfy the confession
In order antıcıpate the macarısms poured eifer In Mt 1617 Peter’s COU
therefore be egarded As »overhasty«. In Pıdgin Englısh In SOMIC parts of West TICA.
WOU SaYy that »he rushed the My assertion 1S buttressed Dy Peter’s reproach
Jesus what he old hım before the rest of the dıscıples Concernıng the nature OT the
suffering he (the Son of Man) WOU undergo. In Support of thıs VIEW, indıcates that
Peter unreflectively concel1ved the iıdea of the Mess1ıah 1ıke hıs contemporarıes In purely
Jewısh thought-form. For hım and the contemporarıes, Jesus W ds> probably invincıble
milıtary kıng »Wwho WOU estore Jewısh contro] OVCI the and of Palestine and reunıte the
Jews then In d1spers10N« (Collins: 1 1 hıs 15 perhaps the 1CAasSsON why Jesus taunted Peter
harshiy: »Get behınd IN  s Satan« (v 253)

Ihıs inadequate of the implıcatıons of that tıtle« (Brown: /5) notwıth-
standıng, Peter’s vocal utterance the ıdentity of Jesus confırms that Jesus’ earhest and
MOST intimate followers accepted hım ASs the Messıah both In hIs hlıtfe-time and after hıs
eal and resurrect1on. Some of the challenges thıs early Chrıistians’ inıtlatıve throws
the Afrıcan 1Ca cholar Call be put in thıs question: in what categories do Afrıcan
Chrıstians 1rm, 1ke Peter., theır al in Jesus d the Son of (G0d today? Does Peter’s
orıgınal confession help A{irıcan Chrıistians CADICSS Jesus’ ıdentity and role In plan
f ıt does, where OE such images best OUnN! and how Can such categorlies and tıtles be
assembled?

Thıs 0! argely be 1mıted the investigatıon and collection of the New
Testament-inspired chrıistologıies of Varlous Chrıstian denomiınations in lle-Ife ([OWN,
southwest Nıgerl1a where the maın industry of people In thıs aIca 1S the oundıngz of
Chrıistian establıshments and Prayer Houses. Ihe Universıty Campus wıth OVCT 25 000
vibrant youths who aıly CNSALC themselves In actıve Christian revıivals and worshıp
SeErVICES ıIn the evenıng and nıg es. (night VLQLLs In Kenya) provıde: ertile oround
for the observed research.

ZM ahrgang 2002 eft



Inculturating New Testament Christologies In Africa 119

Methodology
In spıte however of the scintillatıng lıterary critical 1SSUEeS involved In unravelıng the

Or1g1n and development of the tıtle OLOTOC, IC had been applıed Jesus Dy early
Jewısh and gentile Chrıistians before the dDC of UT OW al generatıon, what COMNCETINS

in thıs 1S demonstrate how Peter’s the perenn1al question: »W ho do
yOUu 5SdYy AL< constitutes the basıs Tor the CINCTSCNCEC of STraSSTOOLS Afrıcan 1Ca
Chrıstologıies. Thıs 1S pertinent In far ASs the understandıng of Afrıcan eXpress1ion of
Chrıistianıity In the 7Ist Century MUuSt ser10usly reckon wıth the CVve of her development of
autochthonous christologies. ıle Afrıcan theolog1ans have done lot propoun|
theologıca christologies wıth indıgenOous Afrıcan categories uJo 986, Nyamaıtı 1988,
Nkwoka 1991, Ukpong 1992, Manus INY approac in thıs 15 maınly dependent

the ındings fIrom FOcus rOoup Dıiıscussıon wıth C  arYy Yoruba and 12bo
(Chrıistians In theır al communıty in e-He, Nıgerl1a. The approac 15 necessIitated
by the fact that such al SIOUDS and communıtles hardly Name Chrıst OT sıng wıth hIs
Namne wıthout 1DI1Ca coloratıon. The ADCL, In rdther words, explores and interprets how
graSsSsroots Chrıistians, and thıs time NO the professional theolog1ans, CADICSS the personalıty
and sıgnıfıcance of Jesus Chrıst ın theır al eNCOUNtTter wıth hım In theır OW eccles1al

In thıs reSpeCk, the principle lex orandı lex credendı gu1des the approach, SINCEe
the ıfe experlences and lıturgical actıvıties of Nıger1an Chrıistians AIc consıdered essential
OUTCES In thıs SOTT of christological research the churches of Afrıca Ihe focus
of the IS, therefore, the collection and exposıtiıon of popular bıbliıcally-ınspired
christologıies of the Y oruba and Igbo Chrıstian SIOUDS resident in HNe-Ife, in the southwest
of Nıger1a

Fieldwork Approach
Ihe methodology adopted assemble the OCcA: christologıical formulatıons In thıs

research W as the Person-Partıcıpant Observatıon made Dy myself wıth the
assıstance of alde ın the {[OWN The visıtatlons the churches WCIC made late March and
prı 2000 and before the fratrıcıda Wal that rage in SOTMNEC of that ancıent
between late prı and early May of that YCAaL., We attended everal of these churches’
worshıp ervices, Sunday Schools, revıval meetings, cho1r practices and Masses:; especılally
urıng the Lenten per10d and the Holy Week celebrations. In the 1g of the FOocus TOup
Dıiscussion approach, devısed SOMNC generatıve questionnalıres askıng about chrıstology the
eaders of the communiıtıies, founders of the churches, choır masters, DIayecr leaders, ushers
and from ordınary members. We Tlowed them er theır (IW experlential VIEWS. Notes
WeTe taken, the ICSPONSCS WEeIC later lısted Out ollowe: Dy the discuss1ons and

the des1gnations.
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Groups worshıped wıth, diıscussed wıth and interviewed NCIude: INECN, youths
and SUOTILIC intellıgent chıldren from tfamıhes of Universıity dons and admınıstrators.
Ihe churches visıted nNnCIude: the oman Catholıcs (Igbo-speakıng TOUD, Englısh Mass,
OO and the Y oruba-speakıng group’s Mass al 0.00 al SS Peter and Paul, Lagere,
St ary's Church, Igboya, He-Ife The RCSs), members of the nglıcan (Communıon
both OruDbDa- and Igbo-speakıng STOUDS al St Peter's Church, rTemo, Hle-Ife and St
Matthew's nglıcan UrC. Eleyele, lle-Ife, TIhe Anglıcans), the Ebenezer Baptıst Church,
Eleyele, Jle-Ife Ihe Baptısts), the eventh Day Adventist Church, I1dı-Omo, lle-Ife TIhe
SDA):;: the ns Apostolıc Church, Orun 5020, ke-Ibukun, Oluorogbo, lle-Ife, The
Chrıst Apostolıc Church, (Oke Itura, Oon1 are Street, lle-Ife (CACSs) the Assemblıes of
(G0od Church, Ajebandele, lle-Ife maınly 12bo speakıng SrOUD), the ema Chapel,
Ibadan Road, He-Ife largely made UD of students and Universıty staffers, Sunday mornıing
Power Servıice of the edeeme! Chrıistian Church of God, Breakthrough Parısh,
Ibadan-Ife EXpressway, AJjebandele, Hle-Ife Ihe RCCGS), the Mountaın of ıre and
Miracles Church, Mayfaır, le-He, the erubım and eraphım Church C&5), Kayode
Street, He-He, the Celestial Church of Chriıst CC) OMI TOUp, le-1He, the New
Covenant Church, AJjebandele, and the branch al Road 79 He-Ife NC) the Agbala Danıel
Church, esa Road, lle-Ife, led Dy lady Bıshop, Mrs Dorcas Olanıyı On Campus, the
Prayer Meetings, Fellowshıps and the Cell Groups of three maJor Fellowshıps WCIC visıted;
namely those of the atholıc Charısmatıc Prayer TrOuUp of the Chapel of the erpetua
1g Ihe Charısmatics), the Chrıst OVe Fellowshıp and the Behevers Ove
Word SOTLIC SIOUDS of the AN Ouls Chapel ASC), the maın Protestant Communıity

Campus.
ese L[LWENLY-LWO establıshments the maın Christian churches and Fellowshıps wıth

arge membershıp In Hle-Ife and the Unıiversıity Campus. Person-particıpation In the
parochıa. actıvıtles of these churches took place Sundays, Weekend Fellowshıps,
aturday Wedding Servıces, Wednesday Evenıng Prayer Meetings of the Charısmatics,
the Lenten Peri0d Stati1ons of the CTOss, The Passıon Week Celebrations and SOTIIC of theır
OIr Practices. The end of worshıp ervIces and meetings provıde the time
ask questions and hold discussıons wıth people IThough the Englısh language W as

COIN1MMON ehıcle of communıcatıon, SOTIC of the discuss1ons WeTIC conducted In OTU! and
Igbo Janguage AS MOSL of the respondents WEeIC traders, artısans and low-ıncome-earners
Irom the [WO maJor ethnıc SIOUDS resident in the tOown As Igbo-speakıng myself,
had CNZALC the ServVICEsS of Oru interpreter, Mr Sam Oladeınde, ormerly
sem1ınarılan, 1O Secondary School teacher In to0wn Most of the interviewees WEeEeIC Lalrly
ıterate but wıth the assıstance of the Y oruba interpreter, the ıllıterate ONCS SaVC g00d
information. Sometimes, Was respondents »buy« them spen theır
time spea uüsSs dAsSs INanYy of them WEIC NOT CoNvınced of the value the questions and
aAaNSWEeTSs have for theır salvatıon 0)8 for the orowth of theır churches.
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Research Ouestions, Discussion LOp1CSs and Responses
Ihe research involved ın informal discuss1ions the FeSPONSCS proffered for the

generatıve questi1ons. The interactıon W dsSs consıdered pertinent help us arrıve al SOMNIC

of the iıdentities members o1ve Jesus In theır communıitles. Apart irom oral dıscussıon,
bıble-based questi1ons drawn accordıng scholarly CONSCHNSUS the classıfıcatıon of the
New JTestament 00 WeICc admınıstered respondents ın order elicıt the kınd of tıtles
and nomenclatures they ascrıbe Jesus when they read those New lestament portions. The
TeESPONSCS g1ven AIc (010181 eI0W each generatıve question.

“ What do yOU read from the that Call help yOUu people experiıence the of
Jesus Chrıst In yOUr mıdst”?

JIisus Kraust hu ()me [Jdo Igbo-speakıng RCSs al Lagere and the Anglı-
(Jesus, the Peace aker) ans al St Peter Iremo.

JISUS Kraust hu (Qme Mma Ihe Anglıcans, the RCSs and the Pentecostal
(Jesus, the Good-Doer)

Jesus 18 ()UT Doctor The Charısmatıcs Campus.

From the Praıise ONgs of the (C’harısmatıc
Jesus 15 OUT Bulldozer Prayer Groups.

Jesus 1S OUTrT LOver trıctly emphasızed Dy the members of the
(L

Jesus 1S Hero The Catholıc Community Campus they
prepared for Palm Sunday procession ıth
palms ironds SINZINE: Hosanna! Blessings
1m who in the of the ord

Jesus Chrıst, Son of Mary Ihe RES. and the Charısmatıics.

Jisus Kratust Onye nNwe ’ uWd, An 1gbo chorus in the Campus Hymnal,
Krısti dı Mma (Hymn No 128)
(Jesus Christ, of the world, Christ who
1S (070]

Jesu Oko Mı Ihe members and leaders of Agbala
(Jesus, usban Danıel Church where preponderant number

of members dIiIeC Jesus 18 conce1ved
engagıngly husband who provıdes for eır
materı1al and spirıtual needs.

ZM  - ahrgang 2002 Heft



F Ukachu 7ESs Manus

JISUSs hu ezl Eyi-ayı Igbo-speakıng Anglıcan STOUDS al Iremo,
(Jesus IS ()UT Irue Frıend) Hymn No ABU 249

JLSUS hu ebe-ngbaba-ayı Igbo-speakıng Anglıcans, TOM the SdI11lc

(Jesus 1s OUT Shelter) Hymnal.

JIisus Aka n'’echebe ayı 1gbo-speakıng Anglıcans, Hymn-Abu, No
(Jesus (QUT Defender)

11) Is Jesus Chrıst owerful In y OUT lıves? How do yOUu know?

Jesus 1S Lıberator of the oppressed Ihe KUSs: the ASC members and the
Fellowshıps Campus.

Jesu Asoro koO ıhe The ASC, the CLE and the
(Jesus 18 One whose word NT: happens)

Jesus, UT Refuge and Strength Ihe KUS. Baptısts, BL  S and the CLE

Jisus Onye n 'e2boro ayı nkpa dum Igbo-speakıng Anglıcans, Hymn No
(Jesus who solves al] ()UT problems)

Jesu AL Oluwa atı Olugbala hıs 1S strongly affırmed Dy the Y oruba
(Jesus ord and the S5av10ur) ACS, the Agbala Danıiel Church and 1$

chared by MoOst Y oruba-speakıng denomıiına-
t10nNsS.

Jesus’ Power 1S invıncıble Ihe Faıthful of the Agbala Danıiel, the
RCCGS. the (& S— all the Pentecostals ave
devısed famous chorus:
Jesus Power, Super Power ZX.)
Satan's O  , powerless eic

Jisus hu Onwuatue2wu Jesus 1S One who freely and humbly accepte
(Jesus who fears death) death. Ven eal the 1O:! hıs 15 VeErYy

sıgnıfıcant refraın In the pralse-songs of 1gbo-
speakıng C’harısmatıcs.

Jesus 1$ ()UT Speaker BYy thıs epıthet, al] the cCOomMMUNnNIıtTIES ContaC-
ted affırm that Jesus 1S the S5Speaker whose
ord 1S MOST powertul and effectıve agaınst
all forces of vıl and antı-lıfe agents.
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Jesus 15 the Perfect Man of the Oment Some learned members of the Basıc Chrıistian
Communities of the the Church the
Unıiversıty Campus.

Jisus mkpa ıle 1gbo-speakıng Charısmatıcs and the
(Jesus knows all ones’ problems) Pentecostals In MOST of the denomıiınatıons.

How does Jesus Christ reign In yOUT lıves, that of yOUr Lamıly and al
communıties’?

Jesus rules Oba Adakedajo BLW, CLr the Rhema S‘  u and the
(Jesus 1$ the Sılent Judge who dıspenses
Eternal ustice and alr Judgment)

Jesus, the [Dawn of ustice The ASC Campus, the RÜCs and the BLW

Jesus rules Kabıyesı Many Y oruba STOUDS the CC the C&
(Hıs MajJesty) the C AUS, and the New Covenant TOUD.

Jesus rules Eze, Oba For 1gbo and Y oruba SIOUDS, the tıtle 1s
(Glori0us Kıng) acceptable In al] denomiınatıons and

Fellowshıps glorıf y Christ the Kıng.

Jesus rules Alaabo Idea quıte Current In the New Generatıon
(Protector) Churches, the CLEF and the Charısmatics.

Jesus re1gns Olugbija orukan Yoruba members of the Anglıcan Church, the
(Jesus rules d® Defender of orphans) CACSs, the and the (  N

Jesus Iıveth and reigneth ıth the Father The Anglıcans, the Baptısts and the ACs

Jesus 1S One Gentle and Humble of ear! The RCSs, ACSs, A' Gs, and the C  S

1V) How do YOU experilence Jesus In y OUT Famıly Prayers and Sharıng?
As KElder Brother Igbo members of the Anglıcan Church, the
(Okpara Chineke) Catholics and the Assemblıes of (0od Church

In e1Ir ONgs and ymns praise Jesus
Ukpara Chineke

As Olupese Vırtually al] the Pastors of the Pentecostals
(Ihe Provıder who enriches the famıly) they preach theır Prosperıity Gospel In

Y oruba.
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Most Yoruba members of the C: theAs Oluorogbo
(The Only S5on) GS. the C and the AF< USC thıs role

model

As One ıth I ımıtless LOove Members of the both at Lagere and
Campus:; especılally ın theır Stations of the
('ross Prayers and chants of the Lenten
Season.

Jesus 1s OUT Ladder Heaven Igbo-speakıng STOUDS in the Anglıcan and the
Assemblıes of (j0d communitıes.

Jesus 1S ComfTforter of the DOOT TIhe ReGs Anglıcans, Assemblıes, and the
(&

Jesus 1s (nver of ıfe Ihe RCSs English-speakıng Igbo al

Lagere, the and the Agbala Danıel
Church.

(V) How does Jesus mıniıster yOUu OT yOULr communıty ?

Jesus Faıthful Servant Ihe Igbo, the Yoruba educated Chrıistians in
the Universıity and Seminarılies 5Sd y Jesus bears
wI1tness specılal fılıal relatıonshıp hıs
Father and that HIS MINISTLYy TOmM h1ıs Baptısm

the ('TOSSs 1$ OC of humble servanthood.

Jesus 15 the Humble Slave Ihe Rhema Church, the and the Anglı-
Alls that Jesus humbled hımself Dy
emptyıng hımself of hISs dıvinıty become
servant.

Jesus 1$ Low-Profiler The Charısmatıcs and the BLW, the CLB
Maı 16,22-—23).

Jesus 15 Olubukun Ode Orun The (S, the( the CESs and the
(Jesus, the Announcer of Eternal
Reı1gn)

esu Krıstı Oba NIWAJU Ichin TIhe (iS: the C&S, the CEEs. the
(Jesus 1S Kıng of everythıng) Charısmatıics and the Pentecostals.
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(VI) What do yOUu NOW Iirom ark’s Gospel about Jesus’ nature apart Iirom Peter's
confession that he 15 Messı1ah?

Jesus 18 Onye Obi Oma Igbo-speakıng Roman Catholıc Groups.
(Jesus 1$ Kınd-Hearted Man)

(Jesus L5 Okuta I2un Ile) Jesus 1S the Corner- Y oruba- and Igbo-speakıng cCommunıtlies In
sStone all the churches

Jesus 1S »he whı everyday« An eschatologıical tıtle regularly sed ıth the
eXpress1on Maranatha Dy the SDA, Gs,
( and the Mountaın of Fıre Groups.

Jesus 1s Oluwosan The Mountaın of Fiıre and Miıracles Church
(Jesus 1s Healer) Members.

Jesus 1S Aka n’A2wo Orıa Ihe Charısmatics. the Pentecostals and
(Jesus 1S Perfect healer) the RCCGs

Who do YOUu 5SdYy Jesus 1S YOU ASs yOU read the Gospel of Matthew®?

Jesus 1S Prince of Peace Ihe RCSs, Anglıcans, the BL  S and the CLE

Jesus, Savı1o0ur of the world Ihe CEE the BL  = and the RCSs, and the
Anglıcans.

Jesus 1$ the Blessed One Wwho in the The Mıssıon Churches and New Generation
alllec of the ord urches in theır Palm Sunday Devotion.

Jesus 1s the Son of the Kıngdom of Heaven 1gbo and Y oruba-speakıng Chrıistians of the
New Generatiıon Churches and New Covenant
Church

Jesus, SOn of the Living G0d I he BLW, the CLEF and the GCeGEG
Jesus 1s the Miıracle-Worker I he Mountaın of Fıre and Mıracles Church

acclaıms thıs tıtle for Jesus the Onisegun (the
Healer)

Jesus 18 the Prophet of God Ihe C&S, the CGS and the RCCGs who
emphasıze the role of the prophets in theır
cCommunıtles aCCEeDL ıth Matthew that Jesus
1s the prophet TOmM Nazareth iın Galılee.

ZMR ahrgang 2002 eft



126 U’kachu. FLS Manus

Jesus 1S the Irıumphant Man The RC's Campus and In the LOWN agreed
that they celebrate Palm Sunday In unıon
1ıth the Universal Church COMMEMOTaATE
Chrıist's iın trıumph into Jerusalem in
order consolıdate hıis minıstry the
Messıah.

Jesus, Son of Abraham All denomiıinatıons agreed that Abraham 15
Father of all behevers.

(VID) How do yOUu recogn1ıze Jesus dASs yOUu read uke-Acts aıly in YOUT Church?

(a) uke

Jısus Kraist UOnye Ekpere Ihe Charısmatıcs, the and the
(Jesus, 11a of Prayer) Fellowships who insıst that Chrıistians chare

in the PIayCI ıfe of Jesus.

JIisus Kraist, Onye n ejegharı eme FU cherished tıtle for MOST evangelıcal pastors
(Jesus, the iıtınerant g00d-doer) and those of Ihe New (Generation urcnes

who STITESS In thıs regard
gospel truth

Jesus 1$ Prophet- Teacher The CR the CCE: the RCCGs and the
(Lk 24) Fellowshıiıps.

Jisus Kraıist, Onye n ’emere m’'ıhe ıle Ihe Charısmatıcs, the CLE and the
(Jesus Christ, the One who 0€eSs everythıng BL  S
for me)

JISUS TEist. Onye Muo Nso dı IımMme Ya Ihe harısmatıcs, and the CCn the
(Jesus rıst, Bearer of the Spırıt) Y oruba-speakıng Pentecostals, the Rhema

Church members and the Fellowshıps empha-
SI7€ the specı1al role of the Spırıt in the 1ıfe of
Jesus and In the Church

(D) Ihe cts of the postles:

Jesus 1$ the Preacher of the I he SDA, the and MoOst of the Missıon
Kıngdom urches

Jesu Krıstı Onisegun Ode Orun he Mountaın of Fıre Miıracles Church, the
(Jesus Christ, Healer TOM Heaven) UOs, the kvangelıcals.

Jesus 15 the Source of ıfe The KCS,; the Anglıcans, the Baptısts, the
(F and the BL,  < Pentecostal
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Jesus Chnst. NT In OUT mıdst Ihe RCs and al] others agreed that the
Church of Christ IS: 1ıke In ctsX
unıted in heart and soul

JIISUS Kratzust H1LW mmer The RS the Anglıcans, the (GSs and the
(Jesus 1S (Q)wner of Victory)

Jesus 1S UT Self-Sufficıency Members of St Matthew'’s Anglıcan Church,
Eleyele.

1A) Who 1S Jesus YOU (people ds the Gospel of John and the Book of Revelatıon
indıcate?

(a) John

JIIsSuSs hu Chukwu Nwa SZ n igwe hia Igbo-speakıng RCSs IThe Pentecostal: and the
(God’s Son descended TOM Heaven) Charısmatıcs emphasıze thıs In theır

Praıise-Songs.

JIISUS Kraust hu Onye n enye Nrı (Ima Igbo-speakıng RS durıng the Holy IThursday
(070] Meal Gıver) Evenıing Mass of the Lord’s Supper.

Jesus, the Sufferman The NCSs, the CACSs, the Apostolıc Churches
(Isa and the (  N

Jesus, OUT (onverter hıs 1$ chorused Dy members of mMoOst
of the New Generation urches, the CGES.
the (GSs and the BLW

Jesus 15 (moba Ihe Y oruba RCSs, the N! the Gs and the
(Prince) CLEF

Jesus 1s Redeeming |Ove The RCCOGs, the CACSCLE: the B  Z and
the (’harısmatıcs.

JSISUS Kraist bu (Okwu Chukwu Ihe BLW, the RCSs, the U& and the CR
(Jesus 1$ the Word of od)

(D) Revelatıon

Jesus S the amb Ihe RES: the Anglıcans, the Baptısts and the
A S

Jesus 1$ the Irıumphant udge Ihe SDA, the Baptısts, the N! the CAG. the
(Rev 20,4—6; al 5)
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Jesus 1$ Chaırman at (QUTL Marrıage eas The Assemblıes, the ema, the GER: the
(Rev 19,9—16) BE  =

(X) What do YOU read irom the a]or Dıstles of Paul that endears yOU the LLOTC Jesus’”?

Jesus 1s the Pıcture of God, the Father Ihe SDA, the Agbala Danıel, the the
BLW

JISUuSs hu Nnukwu U’kochukwu ayı Ihe 1NOIC Ep1scopalıan churches (the Igbo-
(Jesus 18 OUT Hıgh Priest) speakıng RCSs and the Anglıcans, the C&

and the affırm thıs Paul’'s doectrine.

Jesus 1S ead of all thıngs All denomiınatıons thıs entral S12N1-
ficance of Christ In elr I1ves.

JISUS hu Nwoke I/’meanı AIl Igbo-speakıng members of the BLW, the
(Jesus 1$ Humble Man) CLE. the RUs. and the SD  >

Jesus Chriıst 1s ord AIl denomiınatıons.

JISUSs hu Onye Isı Jka All Igbo-speakıng SIOUDS thıs
(Jesus 18 ead of the Church) Paulıne ecclesi0-Chrıstology.

Al) What do yYOU understand from the Pastorals about the sıgnıfıcance of the PCISON of
Jesus In yOUr contexts’”

Jesus 1$ ord of the End-time Ihe SDA, the BLW, the ( AC who empha-
S17€ the Second Coming of Jesus Christ in
hıstory Tım 6.:14; Tım ’  e  9!  q 1il
2:13)

Jesus 1$ the Kpıphany of Salvatıon The KUR: theır Charısmatıics. the Pentecostals,
and the Anglıcans.

JIisus Kraıtst, Onye Nzoputa [Jwa Ihe RCS: the Anglıcans, the N! and the
(Jesus, Savı10ur of the world) E (2 Tım L.I0: {ır 2,10)

Jesus 15 (j0d-sent The RS the Baptısts and the Anglıcans.
Tım 6,15—16)

JISuSs hu Onye Nkuzı All Igbo-speakıng STOUDS agreed thıs tıtle
(Jesus 18 Teacher. Tıt 2,11—14) for Jesus.

Jesus 1s Word of G0d Ihe BLW, the CLE and the RCSs

Jesus 15 Community Leader The RCS, the Anglıcans, the Baptısts and the
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Theological Reflections the Categories
Thıs research has NOL been carrıed Out wıthout the full owledge that all titles 0Ca

churches in HNle-Itfe ascrıbe Jesus in theır OW and Sıtuatl1ons have nNnOtLt been
entirely assembled here. Ihe (wenty-LWO al communıties visıted dIC taken dSs SO  e of 0(0)
study organızatıons whose reflect invarıably ideas that AICc Current in MOST urban and
rural of Nıgerl1a AS revıvalısts, preachers, evangelısts of all persuas1ıons and pastors
ogravıtate from ONEC tOWnN the other preachıing TIS| SO far nınety des1ıgnatıons AIc

gathere‘ here from respondents and discussants. Let OC make the miıstake of concludıng
that the categorIies have assembled here dIiC TT tıtle christologies expressed wıthout
adequate knowledge of theır theologıca implıcatıions. O  er, in thıs sect10n, personal
explanatıons ASs observer. But the interpretations o1ven from OUT respondents. mMust
be noted that INAanYy of the Pastors and preachers have had SOTMNNC formal theologıca
educatıon ın Seminarıies and olleges of theır denomiıinatıons and have been
strenuously teachıng theır flock What have done therefore 15 OW the ordınary
members of the congregatiıons speak from theır experilences and owledge. eır
informatıon W dads often g1ven in »broken nglısh« eXpress10n, popular pato1s ın Englısh-
speakıng West Afrıca TOM theır explanatıons of SOMNIC of the categorlies they employe
deseribe the ıdentity of Jesus Kıst: thıs research dısproves C‘harles Nyamaıutı1's
assertion made nearly decade A9O, that »NOoONEC of the exıisting Afrıcan Chrıistologies has
had an y apprec1able influence in the ıfe of the Afrıcan churches« (Nyamaiuti 992:18) 6
curtaıl the length of thıs aDCI, IL Yy summatıon of the ımplıcatıons of the and
reflections theır experl1ences ı be made few of the categories consıdered quıte
Innovatıve In the CINCTISCHCC of Afifrıcan 1cCa Chrıistologıies.

On the General Ouestions from the Bıble

TOM numbers (D IV) ıt 15 noted that preponderant number of respondents haıl
irom the New Generatıon urches urches (our OW term for SOMMEC brands of the
Pentecostals In Nıgerl1a: ayınka Ihey dICc oOll0owe! Dy the 1SsS10N urches:
namely the Roman Catholıcs, the Anglıcans and the Baptısts. Both STOUDS er tıtles and
epıthets that ShOow the and W of Jesus In theır lıves, in theır Lamıly DIayCIS
and communıty sharıng meetings. What CINCISCS 1S that the eXpression of theır
understandıng of the personalıty of Jesus and hıs sıgnıfıcance in the churches aAIiec argely
drawn Iirom the Ihus the scenarı1o0 that the eXpress10ns the Power of
Jesus, hIis e1g2Nn, h1ıs In Lamıly settings and hıs mınıstration In these COomMMUNıLES
AIec taken Iirom the SCNSCS of the Scriptures. I hıs fact confirms the roWwing CONSCNSUS of
scholarly opınıon the centralıty of the In the Afrıcan Chrıistian theologıca
enterprise Shorter OL Kato 1975, Dıckson 19758, 101 1979, ee 1979, Bediako

TIhe role of the christological formulatıons 1S equally otable In thıs
perspective, fınd hıs portion of Kenneth Ross’ pertinently ad re  z >Other IC-
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UUTICCS ffered Dy the Christian tradıtion, such AS Sacramen(tSs, ymns, catechısms and
charıtable works, dIC NOT hıghly valued d the { hıs underlınes the massıve
iımportance of the TextTi of the in C  ar Afrıcan Chrıistianıty, In thıs ( ASC In the
central dICd of the cConstruchon of Christolozy« OSS 2-1

What thıs sıgnıfıcant dırection of scholarshıp bears Out in the Case of Hlle-Ife 1s that the
ICSDONSCS reveal that in the 1ssıon and the New Generatıon, contextualızed eadıng
and devotional interpretation have deally become COILLLNON praxI1s. {Ihus ıt 1$ noted that
Bıble-ınspiıred iImpromptu PIAayCLIS and Gospel MUSIC dIC CT1SS-CrOSSINZ denomınatıional
1vides hıtherto consıdered unbrıdgeable. Thıs evangelıcal interest 1S decıdedly borne Out

Dy the cho1ice for functional 1DI1Ca that Can ddress human eXPEMENCE in the mıdst
of the SOCI1I0-eCONOMIC eCcay CONLeEMpPOTArY Nıgerl1a has wıtnessed 1n recent t1imes. For MOST
of the STOUDS metl In discussıon SESSIONS, Jesus 1S lıvıng oday He 1S looked uUuDON AS

CONtemporary personalıty, the complete I1a of the Oment Ihe ocused discuss1ions reveal
that viırtually al] churchgoers B VE the Christ of al far INOTEC than the hıstorical Jesus
Ihey claım ser10usly the LOra benediction: >Happy AIc those who have NnOoTt SCCI and yvel
beleve« (Jn 0,29bD) When, for example, the Igbo-speakıng 5SdyS that Jesus 1S
Onwuatue2wu ONE who fears UNMS UWU Y from ea OT that he 1S Odogwu
n Agha, ıke n Agha LE Commander, uper (Jeneral In Battle and ıts subsequent
refraın. they Sa Y that Jesus 1S bold and COULTASCOUS war-lord agaınst the forces
of demons and satanıc PDOWCIS. We dIC inTormed that they draw theır 1dea firom 1333
where ıf 15 narrated that when the Pharısees, the VEIY OppOnents of Jesus, warned hım OT
Herod’s threat hIs e Jesus retorted wıth COUTALC and sald: » It Cannot be that prophet
chould perI1s. AWAY Irom Jesrusalem« (Peter SWUu By these tıtles, taken from the Bıafran
W ar experlience of SOLILIC of the 1Z2bo indefatigable war-lords urıng the Nıger1an 1V1 War
(1966—-1970), Jesus 1S, for them, DE ındomıitably fearless of ea and the ONMNC who has
iinally Conquered ea] and all satanıc forces that have taken humankınd captıve (Manus
1994:23). On h1s noti0n, Justin Ukpong, In recent C urther amplıfies: »E ven In the
face of ea] He standıng trıal before Pılate, he old hım hıs face that he WOU noTt
have had W (OQVCI hım if ıt had 19{011 been o1ven hım by << (Jn O Ukpong

Thıs ShoOow of COUTASC and Oldness Al authorıty 1ıke Pılate who W as vested
wıth W OVOCT 1fe and ea| ShOWS, for MOST Igbo Charısmatıc SIOUDS who reside
In Hle-Ife ASs well ASs In the southeast, that Jesus W dsS indeed Onwuatue2wu.

The SyNopThCS: Mark and Matthew

ıthın numbers (V) and VD there dIC tfourteen TCSPONSCS ffered in 12bo, Y oruba and
Englısh Janguages. Ihe desıgnations reflect 1DI1Ca 1deas known and developed ın the 0Ca
churches visıted. The RS the Anglıcans, the BLW, the CLE the and the C&
have perfecte WAaYS of workıng Out and ul  ıng In theır 0Ca chrıistologıes into theır
prailse-songs, ymns and preachıng profiles. Some outstandıng tıtles nclude Okuta [2un Ile
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(Cornerstone), Healer, Prince, Announcer of the Kıngdom of God, Son of the Living God,
Prophet of (G0d and the Irıumphant Man One ıng pecı1al wıth SOTIIC members of the
SIOUDS that always tend surface In the discussions 1S theır 1gNOorance of the rich eology
they put OT'! when they explaın the they UScC In the ead AIc the Yoruba STOUDS
who, Dy the Ula I2un Ile, AdIiC sayıng that they acknowledge the continulty of

plan and the dawn of hIis eıgn ASs solıdly realızed iın the incarnatıon of Jesus, the
Chrıst In the church Ihe IC IrONY otf the rejection of the princıpa. In alı y
construction (Mk 2,1—10) 1S for them i1gure of speech evised portray the ANNCT the
Son of (10d 1S Cast Out of the ineyar and rejected by hıs W people They have skallfully
nuanced the arable and claım themselves ASs the Irue communıtıes gathere ın the Church
of Chrıst and ASs the ONECS whom the kıngdom has been g1ven. When they read thıs Iext
In Matthew, A informed, they understand the te stand for the sıgnıfıcance of T1S
dS Son of aVl and thus the only acceptable Kıng ın theır church communıties Pastor
eJob1). Besıdes, MOStT hlıterate members JII the respondents informed us that the
DEISON of Jesus 1s unıquely elated the kıngdom of (G0od because of ıts nature dSs A

eavenly ealıty 3C descends irom heaven into human hıstory In and hrough Jesus’
mMINISTrY. As Announcer of the Kıngdom (Mk 15R he has the ng 5 Yy »the time 1S
fulfilled and the kıngdom of (j0d 15 al hand: repent and eheve In the gospel«. For mMOoOst
of the RES. the CACSs, the and the Pentecostals., thıs programmatıc sSstatement of
Mark 15 indicatıve of the total sıgnıfıcance of the MINIStrYy of Jesus, hıs teachıng and hıs
mıiraculous actıvıtles. 15 In thıs 1g that the Pastors SC the kıngdom that Jesus proclaıms
AS the kıngdom of the NOW, CONteEMPOTATY that 1S partıcularly dırected the
Church dSs elect ASs the Announcer of the kıngdom, ıt 1s Jesus who wıth 0Ca
pıcture-talks and imagerIl1es the nature of the kıngdom estabhıshe: hrough hIs passıon, eal
and resurrection (Mk SE 1s he who successfully establıshes the kıngdom Dy
destroyıng the rule of Satan OVCI the WOT (Mk ‚22-27)

TOom thıs SOTT of doectrine and the complex1ıon of theır preachıng, these Pastors exploıt
the arkan portraıiture of the humanıty of Jesus theır preachıng advantage. Many of
them observed that Mark emphasızes Jesus’ human sentiments and attıtudes that they claım
that they replicate in theır O0OW communıtıies Pastor mMOLOla In all theır PTFaXCS, they take
for ranted thıs arkan portrait of human Jesus 4O IMY mınd, thıs primıtıve of the
tradıtiıon 1S explo1ted full advantage Dy the preachers and MOST of the ebulhent and
charısmatıc Afrıcan church eaders and planters In the New Generatıon urches For them,
ıf 1S the Gospel of Mark that provıdes them wıth the image of Jesus, the Man Mark alone,
they ATQUC, descer1ibes INOTEC the human feelıng of Jesus in the ANNeTr members of theır
congregatıons admıre, herısh and aspıre lıve u In that 1g they read, wıth equa
sentiment, Mark’'s gospel that Jesus 15 moved wıth Compassıon for number of people
eiallen wıth miısfortunes such d the eper who hım, kneels down and he Jesus)
ıiımmediately hım and sends hım AWaY (Mk ‚40—43) In 6769 they observe that
In Nazareth, Jesus marvels because of the people’s unDelıe In 3959 he 00 around al the
Pharısees wıth He orders, »Stretch Out yOUIT hand« He 15 iındıgnant al the dıscıples
who UYy prevent ren Irom eıng brought hım (10,13) Curing the Deaf-mute, he
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S1OANS In S12 he sıghs deeply In spırıt. He rece1ves SIMa kıds in hıs A1L1I11S

(936:10.16). OU the Rıch oung INan who refuses tfollow hım, ark 5SdYyS, »
Jesus ookıng UDON hım, OVEe hım« (10:215D)

It 18 In 1g of thıs Markan portrayal of the humanıty of Jesus that MOST of the Pastors
claım that theır PTIAXÄACS al healıng SEeSSIONS and revıval mıinıstrations dIC nformed DYy
Jesus’actıon who, upON healıng, for example, the eaf and umb I11an puts hIis
fingers nto the Cars and hIis salıva upON the (ONZUE of the INan and 00 UD heaven,
sıghs and and Say>S hım, »Ephphatha: Be opened«. gaın, they pomt ouft ark
that Jesus apphıes ‚pıttle the CYCS of the 1N! at Bethsaıda 8ö,239) ese and other
instances where Jesus applhıes natural elements solve people’s problems pOortray Jesus
who has Liımitless LOVE., who 1s Onye n eme NM (Good-doer), Onye Obi Oma Kınd-
hearted person) and Alaabo (Protector), (nNver of Life, Sav10ur of the WOT. and the
Miracle-Worker excellence. Though naıve these des1gnatıons INay ADPCaL be. they
dIC accepted In Afrıcan Chrıstianıty Ads basıs for understandıng the Tunctionalıty of the
Chrıistologies the members promote in theır churches in order show-case the full
s1gnıfıcance of Chrıst in theır lıves and ın theır al communıties.

1S observed that the members of the churches that CNSAYC In evangelızatıon dAS spirıtual
warfare also hold the kıngdom d C  ar ealıty that mMust continue do battle
agamst all forces of evıl, Oppression and death-dealıng forces (Oguogho They depose
that when theır pastors eXOrcCIse lunatıcs and people possessed by Mamıe W ata (Water
spırıts/ Mermaı1ds), sıte n’'aka (by the iinger of (10d 1,.20/EX 10,15; especıally
4S IS known II the Igbo STOUDS [a la Bastıan 1997:116—1361), ıt 1S the sıgn that the
eıgn of the Miracle-Workıng (G0d proclaımed and promısed by Jesus has COMMNEC UDON theır
communıtıes, Fellowshıps and into theır amps It 1S from the ynoptıc tradıtıon, that MOStT
of the respondents have volved Chrıistology that acknowledges the AA of G0d present
and 6VGT workıng In and hrough the DCISON and work of Jesus, theır Refuge and trength.
They SC themselves dsSs the Christians of the New Age and dAS the people In whose mıdst
the eıgn of (30d has COM For the S: that 1S partıally why theır Church 15 named
Ihe edeeme Chrıstian Church of (10d In Nıger1a, and for the CEEs: that 1S ONEC ICasSson

why they to0k the Namıc, the Celestial Church of Chrıst In Nıgerl1a and have inter-
natıonalızed the church

It 18 almost inter-confessionally accepted and ei1eve: that Jesus 1S Lıberator. Thıs 15
ailırme. the fact that Jesus preaches the :00d News of Justice, reedom and lıberatiıon
ds he W dads taught by God, the Father of all who has as hım en]o1n al mankınd

love theır ne1ghbours dSs themselves. In Contemporary Nıger1a where the Mılıtary ONCE
led the natıon for OVerTr ıfteen wıth draconıan decrees and polıce brutalıty the order
of the day, the notion of 1vinely appominted lıberator 1S vVC. much desı1deratum Dy all
believers. Besıdes, the socı1al polıtica. oppression of and the domiıinatıon of ONC ethnıc
OVCTI the others have led increase in spırıtualıty and the search for Credıble mess1iah
Who, for MOst Chrıstians, 15 OUN! only In the PCISON and 1fe of Jesus. Ihus beset wıth
soclal polıtical problems and dıfficulties arısıng irom reckless violatıons of human Mg
durıng the milıtary reg1me, Nıgeri1an Christians demonstrate Stirong al in Jesus who
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preaches love, equalıty and fraternity and who demands that the dıctators and theır cronlies
STOP eing elfısh and exploıutatıve the people whose securıty and rıght they WeTC

defend (LKk 3:14) And the polıtical class, be commıtted and honest representatıves
of and the aw-makers the people whose mandate they hold The In 1 Jesus
rıdes nto Jerusalem the back of ard-worked and Ways whıpped onkey unlıke SOTINNC

of UT polıtıcıans who rıde In CONVOYS of bullet-proof Mercedes-Benz |_ ımousınes provıdes
the between Jesus, the Lıberator and the rulıng class dSs the ODDICSSOIS. IThe arge
number of these 0Ca Chrıistians 5Sd y that they fınd themselves belongıng that crowd who
aıls Jesus d4$S theır Lıberator d he gallantly enters Jerusalem. For them, Dy the Hosanna
they shout, they haıl Jesus dSs theır Hero, theır Leader and Lıberator who In the Nainle

of the Lord set them free firom the clutches of man-made Oppression and ea!
Jesus AS ophet 1S OUnN!| endearıng tıtle the prophetically-oriented SIOUDS such

dAS the Aladura ÜrCGcNes the Prayıng Church TOUpS); namely the CACSs,; the EEE the
C&S. the Church of the Lord Aladura (Manus 1991a:285—46) ese STOUDS take
ser10usly everal New JTestament In IS Jesus 15 escCr1DeE d eıther prophet
OT the prophet Tom (QUT interact1ons, observed that they uUsec the term ; dAS SOTIIC

theologıans have remarked, allude SOMMIC aspect of Jesus’ PCISON and work Ukpong
1  —1  ) es8 OCa Chrıistians read from both Mark and Matthew that Jesus 1s
prophet whose OW people rejected hım (Mk 6,4/Matt They SC themselves dAS

sharıng the Samnle destiny Iirom secularısts In the arger soclety and Iirom certaın crıtics irom
the 18SS10N churches.

Luke-Acts

In number (VI) a—bD., there aAIc twelve desıgnatıons representing indıngs irom all the
churches. The sıgnıfıcant categories such d JISUS Onye Ekpere, Bearer of the Spiırıt, the
0o0d-Doer, Prophet- Leacher, Onisegun (Healer), Source of Life, the One ever-ın-Our-Mıdst
and S dIC typıcally uke-Acts profiles of the T1S of al IThe uke-Acts STOTY of
hOow the first bellevers formed the 0Ca church In Judaea, Galhlee and Samarıa under the
leadershıp of apostles, wıtnesses, the deacons, prophets, elders and dıscıples
recommends hIs salvatıon-hıstory admıiıratıon of INanıYy of the founders and eaders f the
0Cc2| churches visıted. For them, the tıtles they ascrıbe Chrıst dIC deriıved from the
cult of that flesh-and-blood first cCommunıty In Jerusalem (Manus 1990:11—37/) All the
categorlies above dIiC inspıred, ASs WeIC made KNOW, Dy Jesus’ role ASs the central
{1gure In theır church minıstrations. Lıike the earhest Chrıstians, they baptıse, rea rea
together, exercIise PEISCVCIANCE, practice DOVETITY, share theır x00ds, fellowshıp together and
CNSASC In cCommunıty Praycr ıfe Thıs last practice 1S the attıtude that informs theır belhef
In Jesus dAS Man of Prayer nye Ekpere). In 16,18; IOI Jesus In the Acts,
the Apostles prayed AaSs the Master taught them Many tiıme, especılally before the
OGCHEIBIICcEe of an Yy maJor ep1sode INn Jesus’ lıfe, he prayed In Gethsemane, he prayed hard
and sweated profusely. In the spırıt of Jesus’ regular PIAayCIS, they emphasıze the
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iımportance of PIaycCI In Chrıstian 1fe Ihe CharısmatıcsI IMNY respondents deposed
that they eXpernence Jesus dSs the Bearer of the Spırıt. ACccordıing them and rıghtly LOO,
ıt 1S fIirom uKe-AÄcts that they dIiIC informed that Jesus reCe1Vves the Holy Spiırıt al HIS
baptısm and that ıt Was the OCCasıon of hIis m  erment and cCOommM1sSsS1ı0ON for hIis publıc
minıstry (LK 5210 er orty days In the desert and the temptatıions, Jesus efiurns Into
Galılee o  ıng wıth the Spırıt (LK 4 14) (Manus » pırı of the Lord
15 UDON 1116« (Lk 4,18) 1S read dAs Jesus OW evidence that he 1S the bearer of the DIrı of
(10d Dar excellence. Accordıing RCCG Pastor, Jesus, before hIis ASscens1on, prom1ses
the postles, DE before INanYy days yOU be aptıze. wıth the Holy Spırıt« CIS 159
Pastor Cletus ara In Acts Z the Apostles WEIC al] mparted the Holy pırı In the
form of »LONgUES of Mre«. TI he above informatıon cshows that the RCSs, the Anglıcans, the
S‚ the Fellowshıps and the Charısmatics emmphasıze the role of the Holy Spırıt In the
1fe of Jesus and hIis followers In the 1g of thıs understandıng, SOTMNC of the Pastors and
preachers instıtute »Holy OS Hour« TOSTAINIMECS and SESSIONS duriıng 1C time they
5Sd y they call down the Spırıt of Chrıst the patron1izers of theıir amps and revıval
rounds. Thus chare IN Jesus’ spırıtualıty d the Bearer of the Spırıt has become
COINIMMON feature In recent Nıgerian pentecostal evangelısm.

mong Nıgeri1an Chrıistian STOUDS dAS elsewhere ın Afrıca, there dIC people wıth dıverse
iıllnesses, aılments, physıca handıcaps and those 1C1e: wıth psychologıical Taumas that
have arısen Irom mental agon1es SuTITiere durıng the of miılıtary reg1mes and
autocratıic democrats. And the recent eCONOMIC ardshıps have made ıt dıfficult for INa Yy

PTOCUTC orthodox drugs for themselves and theır famıhes. For thıs class of people, Jesus
1S Onisegun (L Oluwosan (Healer). ese [WO dIC taken from Y oruba tradıtıonal
rel1210uUs culture where the Medicıne-man W ds$ cons1ıdered g1ift of the ancestral spırıts and
the deities the communities. BY usıng these des1gnations, the have become
christlanızed and AIc Taıthfully rece1ved and relıg10usly applıed depict Jesus’ role dS
Medici1ne-man and Healer In the Aladura churches In lle-Ife, Y orubaland In the Gospel of
Luke. Jesus performed miıiracles and healed diseases of all In the Afrıcan churches,
the time of Jesus 155 110 the time of the Holy Spiırıt made manıfest in the healıng actıvıtles
of the Spırıt-Tilled pastor-healers and prophets. Members of these churches regard Jesus d
the guldıng force and W of theır OCa pastors, preachers, prophets and teachers. 116e
the postles healed CI 3.6.16:, and preache: eIs, 5,.26.40) IN
the Namme of Jesus, these 0Ca churchmen hold themselves spırıt-Hilled and empowered
estore lıfe, CAastı Out demons and GVn sanıtıze the secular soclety 1 oruka Jesu (In the
1Haine of Jesus), the real Miracle orker (Manus

Most of the churches and theır members proclaım Jesus dS Master and Source of 1fe
As if they have been ScChOoole! In the Hellenıistic popular lıterature where the cultural motıf
of the Imıitatio Magistri W d COINIMMNON lıterary teature, the churches eheve there should
eX1Ist COrrespondences between theır PTIAXÄCS and those of Jesus. In thıs 1g members of
SOMEC of the OCa cCommuUnNıNEeS SCS themselves ds$s dıscıples who have earned the aster's
Way And because Jesus 1S theır Teacher, they hold themselves oblıgated remaın al

the transmıssıon of the deposıt of al unıty of 1ıfe and doectrine. Thus, wıtnessing

ZM ahrgang 2002 eft



Inculturating New Testament Christologies INn Africa 135

Chrıst and imıtatıng hım s for them, the SaImnle ıng insofar ds they ShOw Dy theır attıtudes
that the kıngdom of (G0od has COOHNIE In Jesus By Jesus eing Ome Mma Good-Doer), they
aCCeptL that the per10 of the hıstory of salvatıon has dawned In theır lıte-world,
and Sıtuatl0ons. As ıIn uke-Acts 1stor10graphy, SOTIIC of the NON Igbo-speakıng COoMMUNIHNES
SG themselves dAS Irue reflecthOons of the 0Ca churches that AL continumg the work of
Jesus In erra Afriıcana. In thıs SaJmne QUI1SE, they defend the 1dea that Jesus C VEGT l1ves In the
mıdst of theır churches. TO SOTLIC of the Pastors, 1120 donates the VICEW that Jesus’
proclamatıon of eschatologıca eıgn 1S GVr present earth galn, for the 1gb0-
speakıng C’harısmatıcs and other argely 1Zbo0 denomıinatiıons who SJO0rY In miracles
galore, when demons AIC cast Out sıte ıkpoku Aha JISUsS (by nvokıng the Nallle of Jesus),
ıt D SIgn that Ike Chukwu the Power of od) 1S present In theır mı1dst and CINDOWCLIS
them perform miracles In and hrough the Name of Jesus. Thus, members SC themselves
ASs the churches In 1C the eıgn of (0d 1S manıfested. rule ales, they
sincerely eheve accordıng Luke, In the hearts of 188718 (LKk

I John and The oo0ok of Revelatıion

TOM the Johannıne section of the ten tıtles dIC recorded argely fIrom the AI1Cs, the
Pentecostals and the New (Gjeneration urches Some of these organızatıons have powertul
Pastors and Preachers who ATre quıte evangelıcal in Orlıentation. TOmM theır ıteral perception
of the (Manus 1998b), they have volved christologies such dASs JISUsS Nwa
S L&wWe hia (God’s Son who had COMEC from Heaven), ea] Gı1ver, Sufferman, (Ikw  i
Chukwu (God’s Or and Chaırman al Wedding Reception. Indeed, these AIc tıtles
inspıred from thıs SECIOTr help the Afrıcan church eaders domesticate the Christian
elıg10n. ruly, that Jesus 1S Son descended from heaven 1S sıgnıfıcant Johannıne
hıgh christology. We dIiIC surprised that such COR be employe: ASs central
theme In the preachment of the New (jeneration urches According of the
members wıth whom engaged In d1SCuss10Nn, Jesus who has CM settle In OUT WOT.
10 lıves ın theır Redemption and 00l amps, ally (jrounds and the Miıracle Centres
of theır bıg branches In arger cıtles. The dea of Jesus’ empowerment of the NCN and

eaders who mıinıster al these rounds makes INAan y of the respondents claım that
theır worshıp places and churches dIC Holy an: where mıracles and ealıngs happen
unceasıngly. For the womenfTolk, especılally those of the Agbala Danıel, that Jesus 1S theır
(Converter 1s dea that aılls from Jesus’ encounter wıth the Samarıtan al Jacob
Well al Sychar (Jn 4, I1T) For them. Jesus them. [OTZ1VES them theır sınful past
and reCeE1VvEs them nto the church and them evangelıze theır kınswomen and
INCN,; role they NOL only SCC dl! M1SS1ONarYy but dAs natıon-bulldıng In modern FICA (Manus
1  1-1  ) And that Jesus 15 the Word of (0d 1s the rea|l yardstıc for the churches’
nt for Jesus’ authorıtatıve teachıng. For them, Jesus speaks noTt hıs OW words
As such but the word he rece1ved Irom the Father who sent hım (Jn 8,38 12,49—-50.13,18;

From 111 Y observatıon durıng OUT interact10ns, members of of the churches
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ıghtly consıder the Book of Revelatıon d V1S1O0Nary book whose ideas about the ıdentity
of Jesus 1S described rather In eschatological perspecHVes. For MOSLT of them, the Book of
Revelatıon alone furnıshes the 1dea that Jesus 15 Lamb, Irıumphant udge, Chaıirperson al
the arrıage feast. ese categories though expressed In conventıional terms, pomt Jesus’
function In the end-time events In 1C theır VICtOFT10US members celestially
partıcıpate.

The aJor Epistles of aul

Here have rece1ved S1X tiıtles. ese des1gnations uggest that the ‚pıstles of Paul
AaDPCAL nOot much recoursed in the preaching OT aıly readıngs of the 0Ca churches
ASs much dSs the Gospels The dIiC re-interpretations of Paul’s orıg1inal cConceptions. The
tıtles have become acculturated the Nıgeri1an rel1ıg10-cultural in order Support
members’ for localızed spırıtualıty eing developed In the Context of CONteEMPpOrarYy
human eXperience in WOT. where people AIre often confused Dy myrıads of evangelısts
who claım POSSCSS legıtımate authorıty make truth-claiıms that Can ead people (G0d
TOmM the adherents of the New Generatıon urches the dea that Jesus 1S the Pıcture of
(10d 15 increasıngly aınıng wıde acceptance. They know what picture 15 visual image
of PCISON 0)8 sometimes mental image of PDCISON OT somethıng. We WCIC old that In
theır Sharıng Groups and discussions O els 49, K and Col L:-195 Phıl 277
members dIC enjoıned aCCepL Jesus As the true image of (10d and ASs the Beginning and
the Firstborn (Patrıcıa Maduka). Ihıs 1S consıdered Paul’s WaY of teachıng them about the
eavenly relatıonshıp between the Father and the Son For them, wıth these categorIies, Paul
1S, In MOST of hIs Jeiters, sayıng that the OrYy of Chrıst and hIis eadshıp of the
Church Aare closely elated Thus, from theır mental magıng of the PDCISON of Jesus, they
pıcture what (G0d 1S o1ng 1n theır lıves and settle wıth the 1dea that Jesus 1S the real pıcture
hrough 16 they SG the nature and benevolence of G0od ASs the father of all

1S Irom Hebrews 217 that the 1gbo-speakıng members f the RCSs, the Anglıcans and
strangely the C& and the eaders of the @8 old us that they wıth Paul hIis
V1Is1on of Jesus dSs mercıful and al Hıgh Priest (Nnukwu Ukochukwu) who SEITVES
NONC else than G0od The Anglicans depose that Heb 4,141,10 portrays the profile of the
mercıful hıgh priest. TOom that LGXE: they taught that Jesus 15 Meduiator, whose human
PIayCIS G0d Afe CO} earı Heb 30 and that he 15 COmpassıonate because he sSsulTIltfere:|
5.8) For them, and 1ghtly, Jesus 1S Hıgh Priest after the order of eichızede (5,90)
Besıdes, NU. 0CC 1s ell rece1ved des1gnatıon of TISI the Ep1iscopalı-

OT the Presbyterian churches. Ihus OoOun it favourıte term in the hlıturgical manuals
of the Roman Catholics, the Anglıcans, the C& and the CCC especılally al theır ordınatıon
ceremonIles.

ase. Eph 1L.10: CSol »6—1 9 members of SOTINE of the denomiınatıons, especlally
those of evangelıcal persuas1on, recognıze the central s1gnıfıcance of Jesus d ead of All
Ihıngs. Our respondents made ıt ampIly clear us that ın WOT. where INanYy people,

ZM Jahrgang 2002 Heft



Inculturating New Testament Christologies In Africa 137/

CVCN »churched« PCISONS, consıder the ne1ghbourhood AS domiıinated bDy »princıpalıties and
9 and where eart potentates and polıtical Juggernauts themselves
authorıty OQVOGT ıfe and eal and control monopolıze the g00d thıngs of ııfe, the UsSscC of
the desıgnatıon Jesus 15 ead of All Thıngs 1S reflection of theır deep Il In the
ordshıp of Jesus, Son of God, the Creator. In thıs 1g the INOTEC educated members SS

Jesus ASs the pomnt of integration Tor all that 15 ın heaven and earth Consequent
upDON thıs cardınal belıef., Jesus becomes easıly accepted dS the Humble Man Z.6); the
Man who 1S in nature Z and the ead of the Body; namely the Church By
thıs desıgnatıon, MOSstT of the lıterate SIOUDS fırmly eheve that Chrıst 15 super10r. He 1S
above all rulers, authorıty, W and domınıon (Eph E 2 Col L.16: 2.10) By thıs
reason1ng, they CAÄDICSS ypıcal Paulıne teachıng deep-rooted in the eccles10logy f
Coloss1ians and Ephes1ans, d MOST f the adherents of the G and the C& that the
glorıfıcatıon of Chrıst d ead of all things confers hım the posıtıon ASs ead of the
Church (Eph 1,23) One learned Pastor of the CCr explaıned that he understands that
Coloss1ans and Ephes1ians er insıghts into Chrıist’'s ullness For hım, ıf 1s that basıs
that theır Pastors CaIL y theır warfare against the spiırıtual entities of the Afrıcan WOT.
Pastor Tımothy Maxwell) For ‚901  s these S1X ıtems, though NOL taken from cultural hought-
forms, e Key Paulıne 1 the 0Ca churches have rel1g10usly g1ven Afrıcan
chrıistological orlıentation.

The Pastorals

The questions as the Pastorals ehicıted SOILIC excıting ICSDONSCS that yıelded
desıgnat1ons: [WO from the Igbo-speakıng Chrıstians In the [OWN and fıve from Englısh-
speakıng Yoruba and Igbo SIOUDS Campus. IThe Adventists dIiC (OIIC of the
protagonist STOUDS the teachıng that Jesus 1s Lord of End-time TOM Tım 6,14; 1ım
: 10 T1f 21 3: the Pastors of thıs church emphasıze, CVCN al Wedding ceremonI1es of theır
members, the ADPPCATANCC of the Lord Jesus Chrıst al the end of time d A artıcle
of al in the Church’s teaching. And 4S well, the doctrine that the Parousıa 1S NCAalr al hand
has, for MOST members of the nglıcan and the Pentecostal STOUDS discussed wıth, d

irıghtening Quite frequently, theır Pastors charge them keep the LAaW of (10d and
be g0o0d stewards of ql that have been entrusted them untiıl the APPCATANCEC of (T

Lord Jesus Chrıst Tam 6,14) Ihey insıst that the ADPCATANCEC of Jesus al the end-time
should be made the object of Chrıstian hope ASs that Day Jesus 111 COTMNC dAS LOord and
the rıghteous udge

TOmM the Koman atholıcs, the Englısh-speakıng Anglıcans, the G € and theır lıke, the
second comıng of Jesus confers OT WINS hım the Status, Savı10ur of the WOT. (Tit 275
3,6) ese STOUDS old us that belief In the AaPPCATANC: of Jesus chall be salvıfıc
expetMence for all theır members ASs Jesus 1S eleve!| bDy them nNnOoTt only ASs Savıour but 4S

theır Savl10ur. We understood that the Pastors SO urther read irom the fexti that Jesus 18
nevertheless subordinate (Gj0d Tıiım 6.14 Tım 4,1) For them, it 1S (j0d who has
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made poss1ible the APPCATANCEC of Jesus that has abolished e9) and earned lıfe all those
who dIC aptıze. and ehleve In TIS When as ıf the term » l1ıfe« PIOSPCIOUS
1fe here in Nıgerı1a OT eternal ıfe in the hereafter. WeTITC informed that hrough Jesus the
Savı1o0ur, the Öl (G30d has appeare: for salvatıon of all who elleve and WOU desıist
from worldly passıons (Tit 2110 In other words, all the members that the
AaPPCATANCEC of Jesus 1S the manıfestation of dıvıine salvatıon in the Afifrıcan WOFr. ONNson
gwe

The Igbo-speakıng STOUDS In viırtually all the denomımnations nformed us that dAS they read
the Pastorals, they encounter Jesus ASs Onye uUzl (Teacher) When aSsS Wwhy, they sa1d
that Jesus 15 Teacher precıisely Dy the exemplary 1fe he led In hıs lıftethime (Tit 27 1—-14)
They unanımously consıder hım theır MO for upright lıyıng and thıcal ıfe Tım 6.15)
For SOTMNC of the INOTEC artıculate ONECS AÄgwa hu MN Vırtue 1S character) and dSs such
» Jesus because virtues SAaVC« ese SIOUDS extrapolate from theır readıngs and
interpretations f the Pastorals ()UT admıratıon, that Jesus Was born nto the WOT.
ınners Tim 2,6) eir Pastors strongly emphasıze the hearıng of theır audıence that
Jesus 1S the only Mediator between G0d and INan because he SaVC ımself dAS LTansom TOor
al] (1 1ım 2.50) In the 1g of thıs status, Jesus 15 the Rısen Lord whose pedigree 1S of
Davıd’s oya House (2 Tım 2.6) For the Yoruba-speakıng sıde, the aCCeplance of Jesus
ASs Kabiyesit, (His Ma.]eSty)’ 1S continually re-echoed (Manus 998:18)

Jesus 1S the Word of (G0d Tor Ial y of the LLLOTEC ıteral readers ds the BLW;: and
for the CLE he 1S 1na word. According both ChUrches, (10d has spoken hıs ına
word ın Jesus FOor the members of the BLW, the ıdea that Jesus 1S the Word of (J0d 15 the
central belief that confıiırms the behever In 1s/her al Members acceptL Jesus AS the irue
and the ast Word of (30d And the members of the 1SS10N churches Arec all agreed that
Jesus 1s Community Leader In theır OW. understandıng and eadıng of thıs part of
scr1ıpture, they SC6 Jesus ONEC who has called the Christian Communıty into eing nd
they elıeve strongly that the Samne Communıity reCe1lves Iirom Jesus the mandate continue
hIs M1ISS1ON of proclaımıng the kıngdom untıl! the parous1ia of the eschatologıica Son of (10d
dawns.

Conclusion

I he galns of thıs CASC study Can be measured in INanYy WaYy>. Firstly, the assemblage of
the cAifferent S, tıtles; categorıies and des1ignatıons wıth IC Nıger1i1an Chrıistians AdIc

see1ng, knowıng and understandıng Jesus d the Lord of the Afrıcan church 1S x00d enough
indıcatıon of the virılıty and development of Afrıcan Chrıstological spirıtualıty. ete 1S
ou that thıs emerging rel1210s1ty reflects phenomenon that 1S vıtally touchiıng
aspect of the personal and rel1g210uUs ıfe of belevers that, In turn, 15 revolution1ızıng the
socıletal ethos The has sufficıently demonstrated that the documentatıon of the
INanner the sıgnıficance of Jesus 1S eing expressed In the Afrıcan cultures (especlally 1n
those of the Igbo and the Y oruba eoples of southern 1gerl1a 15 WO VvVentTIu towards
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chronıichng the emergıing hıstory of C  ary Aftfrıcan Chrıistian eology. Besı1des, ıf
well that the WdYy the adherents of the ocal churches UuUsSscC the In the 1g of

theır historical Ssıtuati1ons and cultural rel1210uUs experlences have influenced Afrıcan
Christians’ artıculatıon and magıng of the personalıty of the Chrıst of al The nınety
tıtles collected Just firom (WenNLy-LWO Chrıistian organızatıons and churches In iOWnN of
LHNOTEC than mıllıon people stand ustıfy earhıer assertion of mıne elsewhere that
B Afrıcan portrayals of Jesus have oday become uncountable« (Manus 1998:3) G
dıstinctive ind1genOus portrayals of the Chrıist of the New Testament represent arge
extent the eve and sıgnıfıcance of the enCcCounter between the increasıngly viıbrant Afrıcan
Chrıstianıity and the Chrıst of the Scriptures.

But where 15 the role of the In thıs ole phenomenon? 1ke dISUC that the
dıscernment of the meanıng of the Jesus Chrıst of the Gospels, of the Johannıne OTrpus,
of uke-Acts, the maJor Paulıne pıstles, the Pastorals and the Book of revelatıon 15 cshown
Dy thıs study have been expressed In conformıty wıth the emergıing interest In Afrıcan
Chrıstian inculturatıon eology. The Casons why christological hought In Afrıca 15 eing
aitecte: by cultural transformatıon 15 due the increasıng realızatıon of the Inadequacy of
the M1SS10Nary methods adopted In the presentatıon of the gospel INCSSALC and the
iImpoverishment of the desıgnations of Jesus furnıshed Dy western hıstorical models and
interpretatıve methods The achlievement of thıs research, 1T anythıng al all, does nNOot e In
the fact that christological CONstructs AS the ONCS assembled here demonstrate how the
revelatıon of Chrıst 1S eing re-ıinterpreted wıth Afrıcan cultural thought-forms and iıdıoms
for Afifrıcans (Manus 994:24) but In the fact that thıs SO  _r of eXposıtion of what the Afrıcan
CYCS has SCCH of Christianity IC had, four ADO, prophetically stated ın thıs
Journal, wıll »determıne what the Christian relıg10n 1S g01ng be lıke In the 21st«
(Manus 1998:8). As research done irom the perspectives of basıc Chrıistian communıtıies,
there 1S ou that the ındıngs INaYy comprıise ideas relatıve the »Chrıistology from
elow« T’hıs 1S hbecause MOSstT of the desıgnations draw attention hOw the 1CcCa Chrıst
15 understood DYy sımple folk Chrıistians and what he accomplıshes In theır ally lıves and
In theır belıeving cCommunıtles In Nıgerl1a and TICA in eneral. As these Afrıcans regularly
read theır Bıbles, they eNCOUNtTer In the real ıfe actıvıtles of Jesus of Nazareth, self-
dısclosure In human hıstory Ihus Afrıcan 1Ca Christologies AICcC deriıved Irom the
Varı0us ICSDONSCS g1ven Dy Afrıcan SraSSTOOLS Christlans and church-goers the perenn1al
question: Who do YOU SaYy (Mk 8,29 and parallels). Here, still consıder I11LYy 998
assertion regardıng thıs question ad vrenm.

Thıs 1S question 1C 1S contextually eıng g1ven expression In multıfarıous,
autochthonous categories and symbols from Varıo0us Darts of Chrıstian Afirıca DYy the
ep1ıscopal authorıties, the academı1a and the graSssSrTOOLS. In CONLEMPOTATY rel1g10Us gatherings
such ASs the open-alr rallıes, crusades of the New Rel1g210us Movements and the Healıng
Masses of the Roman atholıc priest-healers, the testimon1eSs, choruses, praıse-songs
and PDrayeCrs uttered from the innermost eing of Afrıcan Christians who Jesus 1S, what
he has done and 1s oıng In theır lıves and In the WOT. In C they 1Ve 1S authentic-
ally disclosed (Manus 1998:5)
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maJor iindıng that CINECTSCS irom the desıgnatıons and the eXposıtions o1ven Dy the
Pastors and several of theır flock themselves 15 that Afrıcan Christians define Jesus In hıis
functionalıty. Thıs 1S quıte reasonable inter: especılally when ONEC realiızes that MOSL of
the reSPONSCS have been drawn from biblicalized indıgenous anthropologıcal wıth
16 the functionalıty of Chrıst 15 spontaneously verbalızed Thus hold strongly the
VIEW that Afrıcan christologıies AIc intensely inspıred Dy the orıginal orlıentation of the
SCNSCS of New 1estament In IC Jesus’ actıvıties and mMINIStrYy AL epICIE in
functional rather than in ontologıca (Murray 1964:40—41) FOor the STOUDS
dialogued wıth, Jesus’ question DE who do YOU 5Sd y aM « 1S noTt as seek
planatıon about hıis nature but about hıs reconstruction of the broken WOT. of suffering
humanıty. Thus MOST Afrıcan Christians ds sımple folk readers do extrapolate from
the New Testament narratıves the sıgnıfıcance of Jesus in the Afrıcan church and soclıety,

WOT. 1C they do 8{011 fınd quıte diıssımılar that of the Fırst Century Palestine and
the culture ot the eastern Mediterranean.

In S{l then, that thıs has been able inıtı1ate the documentatıon of the latent
Nıger1an 1DI1Ca christologies represents miılestone In CONtemporary Missıiologıical agenda

the development of Afrıcan Chrıstian eology and In holistıic theologıca educatıon in
Afrıca everal of the tıtles and des1gnatıons indıcate oresightfully that the burgeoning
Afrıcan Christianıity 1S developıng ıts OW tradıtıon the accumulatıon of massıve
soterl10logical christologies whose leitmotifs aAaIc anchored what (Gj0d continues do
hrough the NaMe, PCISON and work of Jesus In the lıves of Afrıcan Chrıstians. MyYy
recommendatıon 1S that for adequate chronicling of the hıstory of the eology of
Afrıcan Chrıistianıty, the search for orassroots’ bıble-based christologies mMust relentlessiy
be urther ursued In culture after culture in the Afrıcan Continent.
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Portions of the Instrumentum Laborıis, ıIn Encounter. Journal of Afrıcan ıfe and Relıgion,
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Context of the Nıgerian Relıgions, ıIn Orıta. Ibadan Journal of Relıg10us Studıes, Dept of
Relıig10us Studıes, Unıiversıty of Ibadan, Nıgerla (1998) JAS2A0

The Use and the ole of the ın Tree New Relıg10us Movements in Nıgerl1a, in
RASOVEC (ed.) Interpretation of the Bible Scheffield 1998,
Afrıcan Chrıstologies: Ihe Centre-piece of Afrıcan Chrıstian Theology, In ZMR (1998) EL

Tımothy MAXWELL, Pastor of the GGE aturday Aprıl, 2000
John BITI, Ihe Bıblıcal Basıs for Present Irends In Afrıcan Theology, ın of1 -KUBI /

derg10 TORRES African Theology roule Papers TOM The Pan-Afrıcan Conference of
Ihırd OT'|! Theolog1ians, Maryknoll, New ork 1979

Nıcholas Chrıistology in Contemporary Afrıca, In African Ecclesial Review (1991)
214-—230

Jesse MUGAMBI Laurenti AGESA S Jesus In Afrıcan Christianity: Experimentation AAan
Diversity In African Christology, Naırob1i 1989
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Context, In Asıa Journal of Iheology (1991)

(’harles N YAMITT, Christ As Our Ancestor. Chrıistology TOM Afrıcan Perspective, (GwerTu,
Ziımbabwe 988
Afrıcan Chrıistologies Ooday, ın Robert SCHREITER (ed:) Faces of Jesus In Africa, London 992

Jem OGUOGHO, Study of Evangelizatıon Spiriıtual Warefare INn Nigeri4d, Ph.D Dıssertation,
Department of Rel1g10us Studıies., Obafemı1 Awolowo Universıity, lle-Ife, Nıgerl1a 2000

(letus Pastor. CC AJjebandele, lle-Ife, Sunday 1 Aprıl, 2000
Bolayı Olukemi1A Female Leaders of New (rJeneration Churches Change Agents In

Yorubaland, Ph D Dıissertation Supervised bDy and eiende: In December. Department of
Relıg10us Studıies, Obafem1 Awolowo Unıiversıty, le-He, Nıgerla 2000

Miıchael OMOTOLA, Pastor, CA€: are, lle-Ife, Sunday Aprıl, 2000
John Towards an African Theology, Nashviılle 979
Kenneth ROSS, (urrent Chrıistological Irends in Northern Malawı, ın Journal of Religion In Africa

(1997) 160176
Aylward SHORTER, The Afrıcan Contribution World Church, Kampala F:
Justin Ihe Immanuel Christology of Matthew 25.31—46 In Afrıcan Context, In John

(ed.) Exploring Afro-Christology, SIHC Bd./9, Verlag Peter Lang, Frankfurt/Maın 1992, 564
Jesus’ Prophetic Mınıstry and Its Challenge Chrıistian Mınıstry, in Africa T'heological Journal

(1993) EG 485

Zusammenfassung: Für chrıstliıche Theologıe ist die Christologie das Herz der chrıistliıchen Relıgıion.
Dessen bewusst haben afrıkanısche Theologen ernstlich begonnen, dıe Identität Jesu Christi In der
Vorstellung afrıkanıscher Chrısten erfassen, W1eE S1e€ In deren Glaubensbegegnung mıt dem Herrn
des Lebens entsteht Das phänomenale Wachstums des Christentums auf dem afrıkanıschen Kontinent
1ImM Blıckfeld, konfrontiert NS dıese Arbeıt mıt einer eingehenden Erforschung konfessionelle TrTeENZeEN
überschreıtender chrıistlicher Basısgemeıinschaften In der UnıLhnversıtätsstadt Hle-Ife 1mM üdwesten VO  z

Nıgerl1a, andere ethnısche Gruppen als W anderarbeıter und Händler leben Miıt Hılfe O

Interview- und Gruppendiskussionmethoden wurden iıhre eigenen Ausdrucksweı1isen der Darstellungen
Jesu 1m Neuen Jestament anhand generatıven Fragebogen ermuittelt, dıe dıe Anhänger verteilt
wurden. DIie neunz1g eingesammelten Nniworten zeiıgen, ass ıe Kırchenmitglieder dıe Bedeutung
der Person und Arbeıt Jesu VOIl ıhrem persönlichen en und ıhrer täglıchen Exı1ıstenz her deuten
un! verstehen. DIie Arbeiıt folgert daraus iıiınter anderem, ass diese atenten nıgerlanıschen Bıbel-
abgeleıteten Chrıstologien pragmatısche Aspekte reflektieren, dıe e zeıtgenössısche Miıssıonswı1issen-
cchaft erns nehmen INUSS, 1ll S1e. dıe auf Inkulturation edachte Evangelısatıon 1ImM Afrıka des 21
Jahrhunderts nıcht beeinträchtigen.

Summary: Chrıistian theology admıts that Christology 1S the heartbeat of the Chrıistian Relıg10n. Aware
of thıs fact. Afrıcan theolog1ans ave earnestly begun chroniıcle Afrıcan Chrıistians’ ıdentity of
Jesus, the Chrıst He 1S experienced In theır faıth encounter ıth the ord of ıfe (nven the
phenomenal growth of Chrıistianıty In the Afrıcan continent, thıs treats paınstakıng
research one STaSSTOOLS Chrıstian COoMMUNITIES Cut ACTOSS denomiınatıonal lınes In Universıty
(OWN, lle-Ife, in the southwest of Nıgerla where other ethnıc STOUDS lıve ASs m1grant workers and
traders. Wıth the interv1ew and discussion approaches, theır OW artıculations of the portrayals
of Jesus in the New Testament WEIC erreted ıth generatıve questionnaıres admınıstered the
adherents. Nınety ICSDONSCS collected indıcate that the church-members understand the meanıng of
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the PEISON and work of Jesus in theır personal lıves and dally ex1istence. The concludes,I
other thıngs, hat these latent Nıger1an Bıble-derived christologıies reflect pragmatıc ingredients
CONteMpOTAarY M1ISS10102y Can only alford diısmiss at the detrıiıment of inculturational evangelızatıon
In Afrıca of the 213( CeNntury

Sumarıo0: Para Ia teologia cristiana, la cristologia e] COTrazon de]| eristianısmo. Conscıente de ello,
teOlogos afrıcanos han comenzado investigar la iıdentidad de Jesucristo la mentalıdad de
eristi1anos afrıcanos, tal OMMO sta desarrolla EeNCUENIITO COM e] SeNOor de la ıda Tenı:endo

Cuenta e] SIan crecımıento de]l eristianısmo e] continente afrıcano, e] articulo 1105 confronta CON
ıNa invest1gacıoOn de las comunıdades de ase cristianas, JUC saltan las fronteras confesionales,
Ia c1udad CeNTtro unıversıtarıo de lle-Ife el Suroeste de Nıger1a, donde dıferentes SIUDOS etin1COs
viven OINO trabajadores temporerOos cComercIılantes. Con ayuda de]l metodo de entrevıstas
discusıiones STUDOS ası OMNO DOTL medio de cuesti1onarı0s generat1vos repartıdos entre 108 mıembros
de las comunıdades ha investigado la recepc10n personal de la V1IS1ION de Jesus el Nuevo
JTestamento Las nNnoventa respuestas recogıdas muestran UJUC 108 mıembros de dichas cComunıdades
interpretan comprenden e] s1ıgnıfıcado de la PECISONA Ia bra de Jesuüs partır de s { 1 propla ıda

exIistencı1a. artiıculo deduce de ello entre Otras UJUC estas cristolog1ias atentes nıgerlanas,
sacadas de Ia Bıblıa, reflejJan aSpeCLOS pragmatıcos JUC la m1s10nologia actual debe ener cuenta,
61 quıiere T trabas la evangelızacıon inculturada de Afrıca e] sıglo MT
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