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Introduction

In recent there has been wıdespread orowth of rel1210Us mMoOovements In ına
In the 1E aper Freedom of Relig10us Belhief In ına issued In ()ctober 1997, the
Chinese government stated that »According incomplete statıstics, there dIC OVCI OTMNC

hundred mıllıon followers of Varı0us rel1210us faıths, IMNOTC than sıtes for rel1210us
actıvıties, SOTLIC 00,000 clergy (rel1210us professionals), and () VT 3,.000 rel1g10uUs
Organızatıons throughout 1a In addıtıon, there dIC A rel1210uUs chools colleges 1U

by these organızatıons for traımıng clerical (rel1g10us personnel«.“ The ıte al1so
estimated that there AIC eıghteen mıllıon Muslıms, four mıllıon Catholics and ten mıllıon
Protestants, in addıtıon the [WO argest rel1ıg10ns in ına d AIC 1SMmM and
Dao1sm. ese government I1gures IC nclude only offıcıally registered behevers WOU
ormally be regarde aSs VELY cConservatıve and the LNOTC est1imates WOU
irom [WO five i1imes the OITICcC1a figures.” Then al thıs Current turn of the CeENLUTrY, there
Camme the Chinese government’s condemnatıon of Falungong ASs Jegal cult and the 1g
of Karmapa ama ndıa, IN other tiıghtening mposed rel1g10ns in
1na Wıdespread CONCEINS and Strong T  IS WEIC expressed Irom the internatiıonal
communıty. Was ıf golden dADC< OT horrible for the rel1g10ns In Chına?

Peter 1Ize Mıng rece1ved HIS Ph  T from the Universıity of London Instıtute of Educatıon, and 1s presently
the ead of the Department of elıgıon al ung Chi College, the Chinese Universıity of Hong Kong (urrent Research
and Recent Publications Cal be al http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/religion/en/staff/tmng.html. (C'ontact emaıl ddress
peterng @cu!  ‚edu.hk.

See ıte aper Freedom of Religious Belıef In INa, from http://www.china-embassy.org/Press/wprelig1.htm.
The statement W d> restated Dy Ye 1a0wen, the Dırector of the State Bureau of Relıg10us Affaırs urıng h1ıs interv1ew
by the edıtor of The Outlook In 999 NSee » The Relig10us Sıtuation and Relıg10us Policy 1n 1na: An Interview wıth
Ye AX1a0wen, the Dıirector of State Bureau of Relıg10us AfTalrs« (Chıinese) In | 1a0 Wang Ihe 00I Vol Z 1999,

RT
For example, »ICRF eDO Relig10us Freedom in China« estimates hıgh five times the OTTIC1A. number.

For detaıls, SCC http://www.religiousfreedom.com/wrpt/Chinarpt.htm.
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Ihe Chinese Communist overnment has long been approachıng relıg10Nn from
ideologıcal perspective, by adopting the classıcal arxıst VIEW IC olds that relıg10n
1S the opı1um of the people Ihe OINc1a rel1210uUs polıcy SINCEe the has been that of
suppressing and elımınatıng all rel1210ns completely and forever. er Irey of
repression of rel1g10ns ın the COUNITY, however, the Chinese government egan admıt her
ONg assumptions and egan her posıtion from the ıdeologıcal arxısm
moderate pragmatism.“

ere have been number of documents and statements 1Issued Dy the government In the
past 24} SINCE the adoption of Deng 1a0-ping s OPCH door polıcy In 9/9 el
cholars kept sayıng that SINCE ına Wädas asıcally holdıng fırm the arxıst classıcal VIeEW

elıgıon and laımed be atheıst. the government’s posıtion had noTt changed much
OVCT the past 1ILy years.” However, IT ONC studıes closely the Sıtuat1ons in ına in the past
LWENLY , thıs trend of development from ıdeologıcal arx1ısm moderate
pragmatısm Caln be obvıously SCCH The present 15 attempt study the Chıinese
documents rel1210uUs polıcy and follow closely the discussions ON£ Chinese scholars,
especılally those from the Chıinese Academıies of Socı1al ScIiences In Be1hing and anghal,

AS FTeVIEW SOUOTIIIC sıgnıfıcant pomNts for (OQUT scholars’ attention and discuss1on.

Religi0us Policy In China Sıince the Open Door Policy
Since Deng 1a0-ping’s OPCNH door polıcy started in 979, ına has been undergoing

drastıc changes In Varıo0ous pheres includıng the rel1210uUs sphere. >{ ı berate ought« and
>Seekıng truth from facts«< became the [WO uldıng princıples also Tor the 11C polıcy
relıg10n. Ihe MOSTL definıtive statement of the 11C rel1g10uUs polıcy W dS the > Document 19<
IC W dS 1issued by the Central Commıttee of the Chinese Communist Party Arc 51
87 The document W as entitled: »Concerning the Basıc Vıewpoints and Policy the
Relig10us Questions durıng the Socılalıst Peri0d in China«.®

TIhe document made clear that the government admıtted WION£S In the past and that she
W ds$S 10 learnıng from hıstory and beginnıng deal wıth relıg10n irom INOTE practical
pomlnt of VIEW. Though ıt eferred agaın Zhou Enlaı’s former notion of the yfıve
characteristics< of relıg10n, namely that relıg10N Was >mass-based«, ‚Jong-lastıng<, >complex«,
>(ethnıc natıonalıstic<, and ‚(global internatıonal«, the affırmatıon W as made Out of

Ihe Chıinese government has taken INOTEC pragmatıc approac) relıgı0n SINCE the 1980s and tolerated rel1g10us
actıvıtles In ına long they WCIC under the DIODCL control of the government. I hat what 1$ MmMeant ere Dy
>mModerate pragmatısm«. See CSD. the of Document 19 1C ll be dıiıscussed In the followıing paragraphs.

See, for example Jonathan CHAO, Chinese Communiıst Policy Toward Christianity, Taı1wan: ına Evangelıcal
Seminary Press, 956

Ö See the Chinese [GXI.: In Religious 'ork In the New Period. electe: Documents, ed DYy I HE ('’OMPREHENSIVE
RESEARCH ROUP IHE DOCUMENTARY ESEARCH FFICE IHE CENTRAL OMMITTEE HE ( HINESE CCOMMUNIST
ARTY AN  > IHL POLICY, AWS AND REGULATIONS DEPARTMENT THE RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS URFBEAU IHE TTATE
OUNCIL, ei]ing 995 mAF
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114 Peter Ize Mıng

comparatıvely deeper understandıng that relıgıon WOU be elımınated Dy Al y
COerCIve elıgıon WOU. accordıng the He  < understandıng, urvıve and SLO W
briskly under soc1l1alısm. Consequently, the government had adop LNOTC pragmatıc
approac rel1210n, and earned MANASC and develop control mechanısms whereby
relıg10Nn CON be made modern soc1lalısm In 1na. » The basıc startıng pomt and
ultımate ox0al for dealıng wıth rel1210uUs questions 1S unıte all rel1210uUs behevers and L11O-

belıevers, and TOCUS theır ıll and strengthen them the COINIMNON 0al O uılldıng
Strong sOcC1alıst nation«./

In the meantıme, Chinese scholars workıng under the Chinese Academy of Socılal
Scl1ences In Be1yineg and anghaı, egan do er10us research relıg10N and ddress
1ırectly rel1210uUs 1SSUeSs In the soc1lalıst per10| of 1na. The MOST outstandıngz book entitled
onghuo Shehut zhuyı shijidi Zon2]J140 went1 (Religi0us QOuestions Durıng the Socialist
Period In China) W dsSs publiıshed 1ın 9087 and W ds edıted DYy LuoO Zhufeng, the Director of
the Institute for Research elıgıon of the anghaı Academy of Socılal Sciences © Ihe
book Wds sıgnıNıcant because ıt W das the desıgnatıon of relıg10N d OMNC of the
twelve key topıcs for study in the 1X 1ve Y ears Plan for Economıiıc and Socı1al
Development of the People’s epublıc of ına TIhe study W ds attempt o1ve
comprehensiıve theoretical presentation of the or1g1n and PULDOSC of the rel1210uUs polıcy of
the Chıinese Communist Party durıng the socı]aalıst per10d In 1na. Though the book
ollowe closely the arxıst tradıtıon, ıt approached relıg10N from the INOTEC

CONteEMPOTATY sıtuation of relıgı10n in 1na. As Bıshop Ting remarked, the book Wdas »the
least dogmatıc, the MOST perceptive In 1ts explanatıon of the party’s polıcy relıg10n, and
the MOST CONVINCINE ın ıts arguments«.” The book attempted ddress the followıng
questions In the actual ıfe of ına

Why does relıg10N continue exIst ın soclalıst soclety where the exploiting classes
have already been elımınated?
Why have the number of rel1210us behevers In ına iIncreased In TeECcCNE years?
What ffects does relız10n have socıl1al ıfe and the ulldıng of the four
modern1ızations In Chına?
How Cal relıg10N and the socıalıst soclety ex1ist In harmony?
What chould be the DIODCI policy rel1ıg10N of the and the government?"”

The book concluded wıth three s1ıgnıfıcant pomnts worth noting here.
1hough the authors ollowe closely the theoretical analysıs of MarxX., Engels and

Len1n, they reckoned that those classıcal theories WEeEeTC A4SE. theır observatıon of
Chrıistianıty In kurope in the m1ıd-nıneteenth CeENLUTY whereas the sıtuation of relıg10N ıIn

bıd.
The book Was translated DY Donald ACINNIS eng XIAN LuoO ZHUFENG ed) eligion under Soctialısm

In INA, New ork 991
See 1ING, » FOoTrTewoOoTrd« in the Englısh translatıon of LUO ‚HHUFENG (ed.), eligion under Socıialısm In INdG,

translated Dy Donald ACINNIS eng AIAN, New ork 1991, I1
|() See ıbıd.,
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cContemporarYy ına W das quıte dıfferent Hence., they SaVC erıtical yelLl alance: critique
of the classıcal VIEW 1 held that relıgı10n Was op1um of the people and WOU be
elımınated in soc1alıst socılety. Contrary the classıcal VIEW, the authors ifırmed the
long-term persistence of relıg10n In the soc1alıst socıety ÖT China. *

Ihe authors acknowledged the posıtıve roles of rel1210us ethıcs In producıng >g00d
CIti1zens< for the socılalıst soclety in ına In ıts concludıng remarks, ıt W d> stated that
» 1oday INa y rel1g10us moral teachıngs, such d >do NOL steal«, >do NOL commıt adultery<,
>do nNnOot COVel«<, and >do nOoTt l1e<, keep belhevers In bounds and rovıde real help in
maıntamıne socı1al stabılıty and order.«!* Hence,; the place of relıg10N Was ailırme: and
relıg10n Was NO SCCII d provıdıng help promote soc1al stabılıty and unıty In the
soc1ı1alıst soclety of 1na.

The authors also suggested 8i  S CONCEPL of >mutual CCOomMMmMoOdatıon« and explore
the poss1ıbılıty In 16 relıg10n COuUu 1Ve In armony wıth the socıalıst socılety. » Ihe maın
question 1O0O 1S hOow deal properly wıth relıg10n, unıte all rel1g10us belhıevers wıth ONEC

PDULDOSC promote and achleve the ulldıng of the four modernızations and the unıty
of the motherland «!

In short, havıng ailırme:. the government’s polıcy stated In Document Chinese
cholars went Step further CONSITrUCT A theoretical framework for the rev1Iisıon of the
arxıst classıcal VIEW and PITODOSC INOTEC posıtıve approac relıg10n ın ina, Dy
suggesting that relıg10n Cal help roduce >good Cıt1zensS«, promote sOoc1al stabılıty and
unıty and contrıbute the uıldıng of the four modernızatıons and Strong socılalıst
natıon In 1na. Indeed, the rel1g10us sıtuatıon In ına had changed reatly SsInCe the
ISssuance of Document 19 and the publıcatıon of Lu ufeng’s book er the IIC  < polıcy
of reedom of rel1g210us ehefs, churches, emples and monasterl1es WL re-opened, publıc
worshı1ps WEIC lowed People In 1na COu en]OYy the Teedom VvIisıt rel1210uUs places
and attend worshı1ps AS they wıshed No ONEC woul refute the fact that all rel1210us
tradıtions In ına, includiıng Protestantiısm, Roman Catholiıcısm, 1Sm, Daoısm and
slam, WeTiTEC blossomıng in ına SINCE the Ihe orowth W as that ıt has
been esSCTM1DE: Dy scholars d >Rel1g10us Fever<« >Christianıty Fever<« In China. ven the
popular and folk rel1g10ns IC the C(C'hinese overnment esCcCr1DeE! dAS I1NECTC folk ehefs and
superstit1ons and hence WEeTIC exclude In theır OTIIIcC1a definıtion of relıg10n, WCIC

blossoming and flourıshing throughout the Plus the evıval of Qıgong C COUuU
NOL be classıfıed dAS eıther relıgı1on OT superstition, but W ds revived In ına that ıt W d

suggested Dy SOMEC scholars be form of rel1g10uUs Surrogalte< for the people of China. ”

12
See bıd. ch. E: E
ıbıd. E3

| 4 bıd. 150
I4 See C. eng MING-CHUN, May’'s Chrıistianl: Fever: Contagıon and Constraint of Relıg10us Movement in

1na, Ph.  T thesis al the Universıity of Hong Kong, 1996 eng ACCOUNtT: the sıtuation of Chrıistianıty Fever In 1na
ASs D result of the relatıve tolerance of the Chinese government, the avaılabıilıty of ITESOUTCECS for 9TOW! and the thırst for
spırıtual satısfactıon of the people.

ı5 Qıgong 1S d tradıtional Chinese exXercıise for physıca fıtness and for healıng, but since the (C'’hınese government has
been suppressing relıg10ns and elımınatıng al] forms of superstit1ons In 1na, the revıval of Qigong in the W ds>s
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The boomıng Was wıdespread that it became threat the W and control of the
Chinese overnment who W ds then forced adop stricter CMNSUTIC the stabılıty
of the soclety. The 1te aper of 99’7 eported that the government Wäds much Aalarme!:
Dy the wıdespread ulldıng of unregıistered churches, temples, tombs and MOSYUCS, plus the
SroW1INg numbers of unregistered priests and unauthorized teachers and behevers throughout
the COUNLFY that the government Was forced take erous of repression uDON
relıg10ns and Negal cults durıng the past years. ®

BYy the end of the S the government egan adop double-hand approac
relıg10ns In ına On the ONC hand, LLOIC tolerance and recognıtion WeEeIC g1ven the
offic1ally registered rel1g210ns, especlally those actıvıtl1es 1U Dy the ece-se patrıot1ic
aSsSOC1lat10ons OT the Varlous rel1g10ns far theır actıyıtles WCIC under the PTIODCI control of
the government. In the other hand, however, strıict and control WCIC exercıised
UuDON those unreg1istered rel1g10us actıvıtles especlally those conducted Dy the underground
house churches. eIe had been pecı1al CONMNCEIN of the government officıals al the hıghest
eve uphold natıonal unıty and socı1al stabılıty In the COUNIFY, and safeguar' rel1210us
actıvıtles from an Y interference by foreign countrIies, hence ;the problem of Loreıgn
infıltration« IC W ds explicıtly expressed in the letter of Chen Yun Aprıl 47 1990. *
As ONEC Can SS clearly, the OTI1IC1a statements 1issued In 1990—91 Camle wıth obviously
strıcter than those in the » Document 19« of 1987 ®

1an2 /Zemin s Three Sentences More Recent Comments

Despıte the control rel1210uUs actıvıit1es in 1na, the government’s verall
polıcy relıg10n Was SUu posıtıve and MOovıng towards INOTEC OPCNH attıtude relıg10n.
{ hıs Was clear when President 1ang Zemmn made hıs speech al the Workıing Congress of
the Natıonal Ton November t 1993 and stated hıs > Ihree Sentences In carryıng out

rel1g10uUs work well«. ”” 1ang made clear that the emphasıs of the rel1g10us polıcy WOU be
expressed ın three ımportant sSeNTIeEeNCES

the persistent iımplementatıon of the Party’'s polıcy relıg10N comprehensıvely and
correctly;
the strengthenıng of the control of rel1210uUs ffaırs In accordance wıth the law, and

gu1lde posıtıvely into the mutual adaptatıon of relıg10n and socılalıst society.““

interpreted DY SOMIC scholars AS sıgnıfıcant form of rel1g10us Surrogate«<. See, for example, Donald ACINNIS,
eligion In INa Ooday. Policy and Practice, New Y ork, 1989, OT:

16 As 'eported DYy the International Coalıtıon for Rel1g10us Freedom, In »ICRF epO Relıg10us Freedom In
Chıina«, SCC http://www.relıg10usfreedom.com/wrpt/Chıinarpt.htm, updated May S 999

| / See the Chinese IEXT In Reli210US ork In the New Period. electe: DocumentSs, T
I8 See ıbıd., IR
19 See ıbıd., ZEUZ7 55
2() See bıd. Z
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It W d> for the first time that the polıcy of the mutual adaptatıon of relıg10n and socılalıst
soclety Was ear ırectly Out of the mouth of the LOp Chinese officı1als Ihıs Was VE
sıgnıfıcant INOVC d relıg10n Was gradually g1ven IHNOIC recognıtıon ın the soc1lalıst socı1ety
of 1na from the old days of repress1on and elımınatıon by the overnment the recent

of eing tolerated and CVOCI accepted Aas persistent entity ıf ıt COU be adapted
the socıJaalıst soclety. 1ang stated exphcıitly the Darty leaders’ posıtıon that »Respecting and
safeguardıng the reedom of rel1210uUs belhef 15 fundamental polıcy 1C the DarLy and
natıon have upheld Tor long time. We communıIsts dIC athe1lsts who do NOL eheve ıIn
relıg10n, but do uphold the policy of reedom of rel1g10us belıef. We wWwant unıte the
behevers and the non-behevers. We want unıte the TOa| dSScs of rel1210uUs behevers
despite theır dıfferent rel1g10uUs belıefs, g1ve full play theır posıtıve role and turn them
nto posıtıve force for the uıldıng of modern Chinese socilalism.«“  1 Ihus, despıite the
former WOTTIES >O the roblem of fore1gn infıltration« In 990, the Darty eaders WeTITIC ST
takıng posıtıve and forward-lookıng attıtude towards rel1g10ns In 1na

galn, the Oovernment W ds playıng double-hand polıcy relıg10n. 0)i! the ONC hand.,
the government had already put asıde the arxıst ıdeology relıg10N by not forcıng
belıevers g1ve UD theır rel1g10uUs belıefs As ıt Was saıd, »adaptatıon117  From Ideological Marxism to Moderate Pragmatism  It was for the first time that the policy of the mutual adaptation of religion and socialist  society was heard directly out of the mouth of the top Chinese officials. This was a very  significant move as religion was gradually given more recognition in the socialist society  of China — from the old days of repression and elimination by the government to the recent  years of being tolerated and even accepted as a persistent entity if it could be adapted to  the socialist society. Jiang stated explicitly the party leaders’ position that »Respecting and  safeguarding the freedom of religious belief is a fundamental policy which the party and  nation have upheld for a long time. We communists are atheists who do not believe in  religion, but we do uphold the policy of freedom of religious belief. We want to unite the  believers and the non-believers. We want to unite the broad masses of religious believers  despite their different religious beliefs, to give full play to their positive role and turn them  into a positive force for the building of modern Chinese socialism.«“' Thus, despite the  former worries >on the problem of foreign infiltration«< in 1990, the party leaders were still  taking a positive and forward-looking attitude towards religions in China.  Again, the government was playing a double-hand policy on religion. On the one hand,  the government had already put aside the Marxist ideology on religion by not forcing  believers to give up their religious beliefs. As it was said, »adaptation ... does not require  citizens to give up religious beliefs, nor does it require any religion to change its basic  doctrines.« Hence, the government control over religious beliefs was much relaxed.  However, on the other hand, the government was demanding religions to »conduct their  activities within the sphere prescribed by law and adapt to social and cultural progress.«*  Jiang made it clear that positively getting religion and socialist society to adapt to one  another principally implied >patriotism<. Thus he remarked:  a  that religious believers must abide by the laws, regulations and policies of the socialist  country;  b  religious activities must adhere to and render service to the higher interests of the  country; religious leaders must teach their followers to love their country and obey the  law, to promote what is good and to serve the society.  The demand for >patriotism< may seem somewhat contradictory to religious freedom  which was given to religions in China. It was, nevertheless, a clear stance of the form of  moderate pragmatism the Chinese government was enforcing in her religious policy. For  in order that religion could be tolerated in the socialist society of China, religious believers  would have to obey the Chinese law, to love and to serve the country as they should.  Jiang’s statement was later followed closely by Ye Xiaowen in an article (the party  circular) entitled, »On the Importance of Sincerely Implementing the >Three Sentences«  when Carrying Out Religious Work«.” Ye stressed that >»the three sentences<« demonstrated  2  See ibid.  ” See ibid.  * The article first appeared in Chinese in: Renmin Ribao, March 14, 1996. An English summary can be found in:  China Study Journal, vol. 11, No. 2, August 1996, pp. 10-14.  ZMR - 87. Jahrgang : 2003 - Heft 2does NOL requıre
cCi1lzens o1ve UD rel1210uUs belıefs, NOT does ıt requıre an Y relıg10n change ıts basıc
doctrines.« Hence, the government control (Q)VCTI rel1g10uUs ehefs W as much elaxed
However. the other hand, the overnment W dS demandıngz rel1g10ns »conduct theır
actıvyıtl1es wıthın the sphere prescribed Dy law and adap SOC1al and cultural Z  progress.«“
lang made ıt clear that posıtıvely etting relıg10N and soc1alıst soclety adap OMNC
another princıpally mplıed >patrıotism«. Ihus he remarked:

that rel1210us behevers MuUuUSt by the laws, regulatıons and polıcıes of the soclalıst
COUNITY;
rel1210us actıvıtles mMust adhere and render ervice the hıgher interests Öf the
COUNITY; rel1g10us eaders MuUuUST teach theır followers love theır COUNILIY and obey the
law, pPromote what 15 X0o0d and the soclety.

Ihe demand for >patrıot1sm« INAYy SCCIN somewhat contradıctory rel1210uUs treedom
1C W dS gıven relıg10ns in 1na Waäas, nevertheless, clear Stance of the tform of
moderate pragmatısm the Chinese government Wdas enforcıng in her rel1210us polıcy FoOor
In order that relıg10N COUuU be tolerated INn the soclalıst soclety of 1na, rel1210us belhevers
WOU have obey the Chinese law, love and the COUNILFY dAS they should

Jiıang’s statement WasSs later OllO0OWEe: closely by Ye AX1lao0wen In A artıcle the party
cırcular) entitied, »On the Importance of Sincerely Implementing the > I hree Sentences<«
when Carryıng Out Relig10us Work« * Ye stressed that sthe three sentencCces< demonstrated

See bıd
27 See bıd
23 Ihe artıicle first appeareı In Chinese In Renmin 1D40O, AarC| 996 An Englısh Cal be OUN!| ın

China UAdYy Journal, vol No 2, August 1996, (L
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clearly the arty s polıcy relıg10n. I1 OMNC understands the ythree sentenCceS<-< whole,
thıs 15 understand and the CSSCIICC of the Party's rel1210uUs polıcy In the 11C  <

sıtuatıon, 1C 15 uphold the princıple of seekıng truth irom facts in rel1210us work.,
uphold the cAhalectic method and uphold the reflecthons of the maın princıples and
direction«.“ Bes1ides the need gu1lde posıtıvely into the mutual adaptatıon of relıg10n and
soclalıst soclety, Ye also admıtted that there W ds urgent need rng all rel1210uUs
actıvıtles wıthın the of laws and regulatıons. »It 15 NECCCSSaL y establısh and perfect

Ssystem of laws and regulatiıons In the AICa of relıg10N and the machınery for supervisıng
theır implementation«.” Hence, the Chinese government egan CONSITUCT rel1g10us laws.

0)i! January 31, 1994, the State Councıl promulgated [WO admınıstratıve regulatıons
rel1210uUs activities. “ » The Provısıon the Admıinıstration of Relig10us Actıvıties f
Fore1gners ıthın the Terrıtory of the People’s epublıc of Chıina« categorically stıpulated
that ına respected the reedom In rel1210us behef of Lorei1gners wıthın the terrıtory, and
protected rıendly and cultural and academıc exchanges of alıens wıth Chinese
rel1210us cırcles. ıle ouaranteeing the rıght of forei1gners take part In rel1210us
actıvıtles, the regulatıon stıipulated that such actıvıtles must be carrıed Out wıthın officıally
recogn1ızed places.“” The second regulatıon, entitled » Provısıon the Adminıstration
of Meeting Places of Relıg10us Activıtles«, stated that al meeting places of rel1210us
actıviıtl1es mMust be registered wıth the authorıties accordıng the rules formulated Dy the
State Bureau of Relig10us Affaırs Thıs W d already requırement under 0Ca regulatıons
In SOMIC provinces and has been government polıcy Tor Ian y WOU INCcAan In effect
that rel1210us actıyıtl1es conducted In unregistered places WEeEeTC consıdered Negal and those
involved m1g be detaıned and punished.““

Meanwhıle, Chinese scholars WCIC o1ven much reedom discuss and re-evaluate the
rel1g10us sıtuations and rel1210us polıcy In 1na. For instance, there WT everal
sıgnıfıcant artıcles In the 71996 Annual of Religi0us Studies In InNda, publıcatiıon by the
Chinese Academy of Socı1al Scıences, Be1]imng TE W ds OMC artıcle wrıtten by Taı Hong
San and entıitled: »Opening New ase of Relig10us Studies«.“? Besıdes affırmıng the
work and progress made Dy the government SINCEe Document 19 and Jıang’s STtatement In
1993, T aı also eported the rapı orowth of interests In rel1210uUs studıesI Chinese
scholars In the past 1fteen VYCAaIS. The 1HNOTE s1gnıficant indiıcators WCIC the re-opening of
the Instıtute of OTr elıgıon under the auspices of the Chinese Academy of Socılal
Sclences In 1982, wıth ql present INOTEC than 3() researchers actıvely workıng In ıt. ere
have alsSo been nearly research unıts establıshed In the past 15 YCAaIS, includıng the
departments of Relig10us tudies ın the Varlı0ous unıversıtles In 1na, and the setting UD of

z4 See bıd
25 See bıd
26

D
See the Chinese (eXT iın Reli210Us 'ork INn the New Period. Selectei Documents, PP DE B AAA
S5ee bıd DE

28 See bıd DE D
29 See (a0 /ZHONG-JIAN ecd}) 19906 Annual ‘ Relig10USs Studies In INd, the Chinese Academy of SOoc1al Science,

Be1Jing, 4357
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the research instıtutes of Relıg10us tudies wiıthın the overnment departments such d the
State Bureau of Relig10us Affaırs, plus those others 1UN Dy the Varıous rel1g10us STOUPS. ””
1591 pointed also the fact that there has been CINETSCNCEC of Vast publications
rel1210uUs studıes, estimated about 180 scholarly o0ks, 70 translatıon works, IS dicthonarıes
and OVCI thousand artıcles publıshed in the past 15 In China.* ese WCIC

S12NS of the relaxatıon of the government’s contro|l OVCT scholarly discussions rel1g10us
quest1ons, the adoption of OPCNH approac and the exercıse of lıberation of hought
rel1g10us matters In ına

Further these, 11C  S version of Jıang's > Ihree Sentences« Was spe Ouft by SOTIIC

central offıc1i1als of the Chinese OommunIıst Party In early 999 The mended Statements
WETC made AaSs ollows

urther 1Improve the Party’s polıcy elıgıon persistently and comprehensıively;
strengthen the ulldıng of rel1g210uUs law and instıtutions and control rel1210us ffaırs

In aCcCcordance wıth the law: and
gu1de posıtıvely into the mutual adaptatıon of relıg10n and sOc1alıst society.”“

When COMDAIC Jıang’s speech In 993 wıth the mended version ÖE 1999,
discover SOTIIC VOEFY iımportant and ıllumınatıng changes between the [WO sStatements 16
dIC shown in the Tollowıng (Io be LLOTEC the orıg1inal Chinese version 15
provıde: below)

Jiang’s Specch In 1993 Hıs Specch repeated In 1999

the persistent ımplementatıon of the urther iımprove the Party's polıcy
Party’s polıcy relıg10n comprehen- elıgı1on persistently and
sıvely and correctly; comprehensıvely;
the strengthenıing of the contro|l of strengthen the ulldıng of rel1210us

law and instıtut1ons and control rel1-rel1210uUs ffaırs In accordance wıth the
law, and 910US ffaırs In aCcordance wıth the

gu1lde posıtıvely into the mutual law: and
adaptatıon of relıg10n and soclalıst gu1de posıtıvely into the mutual
soclety. adaptatıon of relıg10Nn and socılalıst

soclety.

Ihe Tollowıng changes AIC Obv10us:
The words, >persistent implementatıon« and >Correctly« 1C carrıed

connotatlions In the speech of 1993, WECIC diısmıssed In the latter speech. They WEIC replace:

4() See ıbıd., 56
See ıbıd.

42 See ong UOFA, »An Attempt the ( reatıve Meanıngs of >Gulding Posıtively the Mutual Adaptatıon of
elıgıon and Socıualıst SocıIety<« (Chinese) In Dangdai ZOoNn2]J140 yanıu, No Z 1998, 1016 372
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DYy INOTEC sensıble words, >{0 further iımprove the Party's polıcy rel1210N<. In the speech
of 1993, ıt W das stated »the persistent iımplementatıon of the Party’s polıcy relıg10N
comprehensıvely and correctly«, whereas in the speech of 999 the Statement became:‘: »IO
urther iImprove the Pa polıcy elıg10n persistently and comprehensıvely«. Hence,
the tone W dsS much softer and thıs cshowed that the government Was 1LLNOTC wıllıng iımprove
her polıcy relıg10n and adap herself NCW sıtuations In ina:;

TIThe second stated In 993 Wä:  SI »the strengthenıng of the control of rel1210uUs
{Tfaırs In accordance wıth the 1aW«, but then In 1999, ıt became: »IO strengthen the ulldıng
of rel1210uUs law and iInstıtutlons and contro|l rel1210us ffaırs in accordance wıth the law«.
So NO  P it W d not the contro|l IC W ds be strengthened, it W d rather the makıng of
rel1210us law and instiıtutions 16 needed be strengthened.

Moreover, ıt Was further stressed that rel1210us actıyıtlles WEeETC 1O be kept under
the law and In aCCcordance ıth the law Ihıs COU be better WAaY Improve the Party’s
polıcy elıg10n.

Falungong Posting of New Challenges

Shortly after the re-sS  nTt of Jıang’s > Ihree Sentences«, the Chinese government
encountered d OC and real test of her regardıng her policy relıgı0n.
Ihe gathering of ten thousand members of Falungong In front of /hongnanhaı {he Be1]ing
residence of the Chinese government leadershıp prı 23 999 Was real threat and
challenge the government authorıitles.

Ihe Falungong SsecCctT also known A Falun ala has been booming in ına In the past
decade It W as combınatıon of15 and Dao1st oughts and ocused ıts practices
the ımprovement of health and moralıty through the tradıtional Chinese breathing eXerc1Ises
(Qigong Its leader, 14 Hongzhı laımed have 100 mıllıon members worldwıde wıth S()
mıllıon members insıde China_” The Chinese government dıd NOoTL take Al y CAaSsurT:‘ agaınst
thıs wıdespread untıl the incıdent of prı A IThe surroundıng of Zhongnanhaı
W ds be protest agamınst the arrests of several Falungong members by the Securıty
Councıl Yet it W dS hıghly organızed that the Chinese overnment W ds hocked and
consıdered ıt real threat the polıtical and SOC1al order and stabılıty of the erhaps
the bıggest OTE SINCE the T1ananmen 5quare demonstrations In 9589 Since then, the
government egan take C VGIG crack down the

On July 2 s 1999, the Chinese government 1ssued edıict ban Falungong the
oround that ıt W d NOTL properly registered wıth the authorities and that ıt ser10usly damaged
sOc1a] stabılıty, promulgated superstitions and Tallacıes and decei1ved people The g —

also 1ssued cırcular prohıbıiting C1vıl and employees of state-owned
enterprises Iirom practicıng Falungong. Shortly after the celebration of the 50lh Annıversary

According {[0 the government statıst1ıcs, there WeETC OnNLYy about mMıllı10ns practiıtioners under the Adlllec of alun
afa Research S5ocıety In 1na.
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of the People’s epublıc of 1na, the andıng Committee of Natıonal People’s Congress
passed bıll condemn Falungong d Negal cult. An international Was 1ssued
agaınst 11 Hongzhı, the ounder of the cult who W ds ST lıyvıng abroad Thıs showed that
the government W as really worrlied. (In December 2 ‚ 1999, ıt W dsS eported that four
cCOommMmMuUuUNnIst cadres who WCIC alsoO Falungong eaders WCIC arrested and sentenced
prison.””

Ihe fact that Falungong COU SIOW fast and wıdespread In the past decade sıgnıfıed
that the Chinese overnment had been relaxıng much her rel1g10us polıcy, erhaps SINCE
the 1ISsuance of Document Ihe In the rural AfrcCäa: had been o1ven back theır
land-ownershıp and those citizens in the urban WeIC much elaxed from the control
of the unıts 1C they elonged. Hence, Chinese people WeIC NO enJoyıngz LNOTE

TrTeedom than before In rel1210uUs behef and hought, In meeting al publıc places and In
Jommng ALl y soclal rel1210uUs they wıshed COU nOt have appene Aln y other
time In ına anywhere else In the WOTr. that tıny rel1g10uUs SeCtT COU recrult INanYy
followers In Just decade Falungong Must have been enJoyıng much reedom in the past

OT it COU NOL be popular and wıdespread TIhe however, has revealed
er10us fundamental problems In the Chıinese government s conception otf relıg10n2.

Fırstly, the has revealed ımportant fact that rel1ıg10n/rel1210uUs ehefs dIC

part of human needs, al least they AT part of the needs of the people of ına ven
though the Chinese government had been suppressing relıg10N for the past few decades,
Chinese people WCIC oun turnıng all 1N| of rel1ıg10ns and rel1g10uUs actıvıtles (OMNGCe the
reedom of rel1g10us ehefs W dsS elaxed ven 71e the Communist members WeTC

restraıned from havıng AIl y rel1210uUs belıefs, Ial y cadres WeEIC OUnN:! seekıng other forms
of eXpress1on rel1g10uUs Surrogates<« such d >Qı20ng< OT ‚Falungong«.” It 1S interesting
tO know that SINCEe the relaxatıon of the government polıcy, there WCIC thousands of emples
renovated (3l ebuilt In ına and the agents iınvolved WCIC the ineage and village eaders
d well AS the retired cadres .} Ye X1a0wen has everal t1imes remıiınded cadres »IO

learn, study and learn ser10usly from real situations«.°® The rel1210uUs Ssıtuatl1ons In ına
WOU have indeed pushed the Chinese government and offıicıjals z the sıtuat1ons
ser10usly and accept the ealıty of the rel1g10us needs of the Chıinese people Ihe rapı
growth of Qigong SINCEe the and the CINCITSCHCEC of Falungong INn the WT

sımply tiny of the ole pıcture. The rel1g10us needs of the Chinese people WCIC

34 See Renmıin Ribao, October EF 1999
See Renmıin Rıbao, December 26, 1999

16 As Qigong and Falungong WCIC neıther relıg10n NOT superstition from the o  S point of VIEW (at least In
the and efore), they WCIC the est yrel1g10Us SUrTOgales« for the Chınese people, especlally the cadres., [0 [[U  - [0.

&7} See, tor example, recent DYy [ ANG CHEE-BENG, Socıal Change and Religi0us Tradıtions In ongchun,
FujJian, presented al the conference »Relıgıon and Chıinese S5ocıety The Iranstormatıon of 1e1 and Its
Implications tor the udy of Chinese Culture«, held al the Chıinese Universıity of ong Kong, May 29—June 2 2000

3K See, for example, YE'S » Preface« In recent book, Zong]1a0 ENTI anı UBEN, Religious Ouestions
Text for the Cadres, Beijing 2000, O

Z/M  z ahrgang 2003 Heft



1292 Peter Ize Ming

reatly manıfested and wıdely SCCII on the Varı0us rel1210uUs tradıtı1ıons and popular
rel1g10ns in ına

econdly, the Chinese government seemed have had learnt Irom hıstory In the
1ssuance of Document 19 In 90982 She has already admıtted the long-lastıng nature of
relıgıon and that relıg10N COU nNnOoTt be suppressed elımınated by an Y COeEeTrCIVve forces. But
In condemnıng Falungong d Negal cult the Chinese government W ds regressing ıts
old practice tryıng elımınate Falungong wıth COerCcIve forces. though thıs t1ime ıIn
I1NOIC Caut10ous WaYy than before Ihe Falungong MOovemen has ıindeed posted real
challenge the Chinese overnment, SCC whether che had really learnt the lesson from
hıstory and hence reformed drastıcally her polıcy relıg10n.

Thırdly, CoNcerning the Chinese government ıf has long been taken for ranted that >by
elıgıon, ıf the five officlally recogn1ızed relıg10ns In ına namely Roman
Catholicısm, Protestantism, 1SmM., Daoısm and Islam« She has In the past YCars
overlooked the sıgnıfıcance of folk and popular rel1g10us ehefs 1G WCIC prevaılıng and
had already become integral part of the 1fe of the maJorıty of Chinese people The
Chinese folk rel1g10ns (Oor SO-Calle‘ Chinese popular rel1210ns) AdIC often eferred
>worshıipping the g0ods< (»>Baıshen«) Such ehefs and practices have been kept Dy all the
Chinese people, NCNn the Chinese and throughout the centuries . Ihe OPCH door
polıcy had o1ven much impetus for orowth of all rel1210uUs tradıt1ons includıng the five
offic1ally recognızed rel1g10ns AdSs ell d these popular rel1210us ehefs in ına such d

the worshıp of Yuhuang Datı, T1ianhou and Mazu Ihe Jade Emperor, the Queen of Heaven
and the Protector ÖT Seafarers) The Chinese OMIC18: scholars m1g have already noticed
the revıval and wıdespread Öt these popular rel1210us ehefs In ına that delegatıon of
scholars firom the State Bureau of Relig10us Affaırs and the Chinese Academy of Socı1al
Scıences, Be1Jing Calllec Vvisıt the Department of elıgıon al the Chinese Universıity of
Hong Kong In Aprıl, 1998 9 The delegatıon Was urpriısed tınd Out that >Chınese Popular
Religi0ns<« WasI the COUTSCS ffered Dy the Chinese Uni1iversıity of Hong Kong and
ONE of the crucı1al questions raısed urıng the discussıion W:  N » What 18 Relıgion ?«. The
delegatıon admıtted that the arxıst classıcal definıtion of relıg10N Was out-dated and they
WCIC 10 iindıng WAaYS LO rea hrough the old iıdeologıical boundary an o0k for HE  S

definıtion of rel1210n, accommoOdate those rel1g10us ehefs and CUSLIOMS 1C WeTITC

popular in ına The delegates also admıtted that 1T they broadened the definition of
rel1g10N AaSs approprıate the rel1210us Sıtuatlons In ina, then they woul have {O face
another bıg problem In ına, namely: that the maJorıty of Chıinese people WOU be
classıfıed ASs yrel1g10uUs behevers« and the number of rel1210uUs belıevers then become far (070

for the present Bureau of Relig10us Affaırs handle The CaAasSC of Falungong COU
well remınd the OT1612 scholars that theır urgent task W as NOL merely the search for 11C  <

See the 1LHNOTEC FecenNnt dıscussıon In The Encyclopedia of the Chinese Overseas, ed Dy Lynn PAN, ambrıdge,
Mass. 1999, s0—82

A() Ihe delegatıon led DYy Lu alle, a well-known cholar and researcher from the Chıinese Academy of SOocı1al
ScCIlences In Be1]ing, the People’s epublıc of 1Na.
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definıtion of rel1210n, but also seek INOTE practical WaYyS of dealıng wıth 11  < rel1210us
MOvements In 1na Sımply condemnıng the Falungong ds sıllegal cults« WOU Dy

help solve the underlyıng, deep-rooted problems In 1na. Ihe Chıinese
government has consıder ser10usly the meanıngz of relıg10n<, the complexıty and pluralıty
of >I1CW rel1g210us MOvementS«<, CVCMN of 5 New Age Movements«, understand closely
such worldwıde phenomena IC have been TOWINZ apıdly in recent all ()VEGT

the WOT. including ına
Fourthly, the confrontation W d real test of the lımıts of Oovernment polıcy relıg10n.

111e the Chinese overnment W d> gradually turnıng adop OPDCNON attıtude relıg10n,
the Falungong members WEeETC ushıng her beyond the lımıts i what che W d ready er
al thıs 0Ug the 1fe aper ‚ Fifty Y ears otf Progress In Chıina’s Human
Rıghts< publıshed in February 2000 STU1 guarantees rel1210us TrTeedom of the people when
ıt Sdy>. » Chinese constitution clearly sStates that cıtizens en]JOYy reedom of speech, of
the , of assembly, of assoc1atıon, of process10n, of demonstration and of rel1g10us
ehefs Freedom of the PCISON and personal dıgnity, and the residences of cCıtizens dIC

inviolable«“", yelLl when Falungong members WEeEIC demandıng theır rel1210us rıghts the
ng elheve and the rıght CÄDICSS theır bellets, the Chinese overnment dıd NOL
recogn1ıze that these WCIC of theır human Mg It Was unfortunate that the
of Falungong members WCIC rejected and the Was condemned AS Negal The
condemnatıon of Falungong W dsS A4aSse.: what the cult m1g do laımed be O1Nng
GIr leader, L1 Hongzhı, W ds> aCccused of fabrıcating heretical ıdeas and exerc1sıng SOMMNC
form of control C Was threatening people’s lıves and sOc1al stabılıty. And Falung-
ONg 'S ee WCIC sa1d be Negal wıthout An Y Justificatıon by COUTT {hıs Was not
d faır treatment an Y rel1210us cult It became clear that far, the overnment polıcy
relıg10n Wäas, strictly speakıng, form of rel1210us tolerance« rather than ruly rel1g10us
Ireedom« ın the modern sense * In condemnıing Falungong dAsSs Negal cult, the Chıinese
overnment W ds OUnN:! be (O00 cConservatıve In theır understandıng of relıg10N and W das

lackıng other flex1ble Can deal wıth PTODCI rel1210us In modern soclety. 1le
the Chinese overnment has kept demandıng her cıtizens obey the Chinese constitutions
and laws, ıf should be time for the government realıze her OW duty sel u laws and
regulatıons as safeguard the rıghts of the c1ıtizens and gulde them be free Irom an Y
overnment interference ıf they aCT accordıng the constitutlon. IThough the Chinese
overnment Wäds wiıllıng relax her polıcy relıg10n, che W dsSs feelıng insecure especlally
when the polıtiıcal and socı1al stabılıty W as threatened. It 15 prıme time for the overnment
to 1n ser10usly LNOTE ratıonal and sens1ıble WadYy>S 1C 111 CMNSUTE her pragmatıc
polıcy relıg10n in ı1na:

See http://www.china-embassy.org/Human Rıghts Issue/rıghts50.htm.
47 chould also be noted that rel1g10Us Ireedom In ına applıes only what the overnment eftıned relıg10n,

1.e. the fıve officıally recognızed relıg10ns In 1na, whıle others WeTC condemned {[0 be supersti1t1ons OT Negal cults
Thıs eıng the CAasec applıed Falungong and other condemned cults.
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Concluding Remarks

The 1Ssue of rel1g10us polıcy 11l definıtely be IN the LOPD 1SSUEeS the agenda for
the Chinese government In the 215t CeENLUTrY, and the 1C  < policy rel1g10N 111 certamly
become s1ıgnıficant Componen of the modern1ı1zatıon of ına and of the ulldıng ÖT
soclalısm wıth Chinese characterıstics. Though the Communist government insısted nNOTL

change theır Marxıst VIEW rel1210n, they had already DUuL the 1deologzy asıde ıIn order
deal wıth rel1210uUs matters in HOTG pragmatıc WdYy Since the 1Issuance of Document
the government had o1ven UD the idea of elımınatıng relıg10N completely In 1na The
long-lastıng nature of relıg10n W ds aillırme: and relıg10N W ds$ 110 gıven INOTEC posiıtıve
Status In the soclety, CO-exIıisting wıth soc1lalısm. elıgıon COU. contrıbute the soclety Dy
producıng morally x00d cıtizens, Dy serving promote unıty and stabılıty In the socılalıst
soclety of 1na. HENGE, the 1dea of mutual adjustment between relıg10N and soclalıst
soclety W as adopted and the government egan learn T1NOTEC practical WaYS admınıster
and contro|l rel1ıg10ns iın 1na. The rel1g10us s1tuat1ons In ına in the past 5() c had
indeed pushed the Chinese government aCCept the LNOVC from iıdeologıcal arxısm
moderate pragmatısm.

Bes1ides the Falungong there WTG also the 1g of Karmapa Lama, OC of
the three MOST ımportant eaders of T1ıbetan 1SM, 1a and the rapı orowth of
other Qigong STOUDS ın China. 1C have all brought IIC  < challenges her polıcy of
moderate pragmatısm In the past 0Ug sethacks Occurred durıng the past YCar
1C revealed erous problems In her ül polıcy and cshowed that the Chinese EU:
VE Was NOTL ready CODC wıth such apıdly changıng rel1210uUs sıtuat1ons, ONEC

indısputable fact W ds clear that SINCEe ına had already started the IHNOTEC OPCNH polıcy
rel1g10n, 1t WOU be doubly dıfficult for her turn back agaln. ere have been
wıdespread blossomıings in all rel1210us tradıtıons In ına includıng the (Chınese popular
and folk rel1210ns. CTE have been developments I the academı1cs, in the
Varlous Chinese academı1es f SsOc1al SCIeENCES, in the Varı10us unıversıties In ina, In the
research instıtutes and the Varıous sem1ımnarıes In 1na Vn the Chinese OTTIC1a scholars
have been constructing 1 formulatıons In the rev1ıisıon of arxıst classıcal theory
ccommodate the NC  < rel1210us Ss1ıtuatl1ons ın China.* In order CAaIL y wıth her
pragmatısm and adop' LNOTC OPCH policy relıg10n, the Chinese overnment needs
continue wıth the followıng three trends of development: (a) attempt er0ous studies and
acquıre PDFrOPCI understandıngs ON rel1g10uUs matters; (D) work mutual adaptatıon of
relıg10N and soc1l1alıst socIlety; and (C) CONstruct rel1g10us awWws In ına

Besides Falungong, the government has tımated JVCI 5() mıllıon cCıHZzens who WCIC practicıng Qigong In 1nNa.
They belong about 2000 Qıgongz STOUDS Irom about v cChools of Qıigong In 1na.

see., for instance, Taıl Hong ‚AN’'S »Opening New ase f Relıg10us Studies« and Lu AJIE’S » What 1s
Relıgi0n/« In TIhe 1996 Annual of Religious Studies In INdA, publıshed by T’HE INSTITUTE ORLD ELIGION,
Chinese Academy of Socı1al Scıences, Be1]ing, 199%
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(a) Fırstly, Ye’s call »IO learn, study and earn ser10usly irom real S1tuat10NS« 1S A

ımportant remıinder for both Chinese officı1als and Chinese cholars Ihe awakened COMNCETIN

and rowıng interests II Chinese officlals and scholars the study of relıg10Nn WOUuU
continue be sıgnıfıcant and essential LHNOVC for PTODCI understandıng of relıg10N In
ına elıg10n, indeed, cshould be SCCI] NOL merely dAS hıstorıical OT socıal phenomenon
In 1na, ıt cshould alsSO be reckoned d human and cultural phenomenon 1 sıgnıfles
ONEC of the basıc needs of the people of ına Moreover, C'hinese offıcıals and scholars
cshould make greater study and understand modern phenomena such ASs 5 New Age
Movements<« and >5 New Relig10us Movements< y that they Caln adop better WaYyS deal
wıth modern rel1210us and/or quası1ı-rel1210us MOvements In 1na

(b) econdly, >mutual accomMmMoOdatıon« cshould work both s1ıdes. Bıshop Tıng ONMCE

sald: » 10 put orward thıs task of mutual accommodatıon requıres, the ONC hand, that
all rel1g10ns, In Tar dASs theır OW. ehefs permuıit, Step UD theır fforts elımınate those
thıngs ] dIC NOL compatıble wıth soc1alısm: the other hand, ıt requlres that 1OM-

belhevers resolutely gel rıd of eftist influences, clean Out emnant old iıdeas of wıpıng Out

relıg210n, and enforce the polıcy rovıde the essenthals needed for al rel1g10ns
theır rel1210us ffaırs better «P Hence, the Chıinese government needs make greater

O NOL only gulde relıg10n ıts CCcCommodatıon of the socı1alıst soclety In ına, but
also adop A IHNOIC flex1ble, ratıonal and OPDCH approac the tlreatment of relıgz10ns,
includıng Chinese popular rel1g10ns and the 11C  S rel1g10us MOvements In ına

(C) Thırdly, there 1$ the makıng of rel1g10uUs laws In 1na. Ihe construction of rel1g10uUs
laws 15 d sıgnıfıcant IMOVE in the development of the rel1210us polıcy of ına It sıgnıfıes
OMNC ımportant Step taken by the Chinese overnment that che noTt only {fırms the
persistence of relıg10N INn the soclalıst soclety of 1na Dy o1VINg ıt ega Status under
Chinese soclalısm, but also begıns adap herself the rel1210uUs sıtuations In ına Dy
learnıng PTrODCI WayS admınıster and MAaANaAaSC rel1g10us Matters In 1na the
conference in Be1ying In anuary 996, Ismaıl Amat, State Councıllor dıisclosed that for
the nex{i f1ve and ıfteen ına »wıll ul uUup relatıvely complete selt of ega.
iIramework and superv1s1on mechanısm OVerTr rel1g10us work«. the 5Sth Natıonal Congress
of the CPC held In 1997, the Chinese offıicıals stressed the continuance of the reform of
the ega system anı »eXercCc1sıne the rule of law« ASs basıc polıcy In arc 999,
the Second Session of the 1n NPC nclude: »eXercCIsıng the rule of law and ulldıng d

socıl1alıst CoOuniry overned accordıng law« AdAS A urgent task for the government.““ By
makıng »exerc1sıng the rule of law and uıldıng COUNILIY overned accordıng law« A

basıc g0oal of the reform of the ega System ul  1ng, thıs 1S indeed d bıg Step towards the
ulldıng of soc1ı1alısm wıth Chinese characterıstics.

45 See 1ING, »Foreword«, In the Englısh translatıon of LuUO ZHUFENG ed.) O} CIl XII
46 Wa then echoed Dy the edıtor of OTTIC1A| magazıne, The Reli210US (’ultures In the Or| claımıng that »the

Relıg10us Law has [0 be completed VE SOONMN and relıgı0n wıll have be admınıstered accordıng law«. See The
Reli210Us (’ultures In the Orl vol E: 1999, 10O. K, ere 1S another artıcle entitled: >Relıg10us Law In 1na
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ına has been changıng in the past 20 and che W dsS indeed MOVINg progressively
towards the modern1zatıon of rel1210uUs policy In ına It 1s not CasS Y ]Job for ına
learn adap erself the rel1210us Sıtuatlons In 1na, erhaps far INOTEC dıifficult than
for relıg10n accCOomMOdate erself the soclalıst soclety In ına However, the trend
1S clear that In the past (WEeNLY soc1alısm and relıg10N in ına have been MOVINZ
closer ONEC another. It 1S ope: that In the continual of rel1210us polıcy of 215[
Century ina, relıg10n 111 eventually en]OYy full respect and ega. protection in ına and
wıth relıg10N and soclalısm workıng together In mutual accommodatıon and In greater
harmony, L1IC  S form of soc1alısm wıth Chinese characterıstics wıll eventually CIMECLSC.,

Summary: Ihe rel1210Us polıcy oTf Chına has SCCI1 continual in the ast YCaLls hıs
1S maıd lear by study of the Varıous officıal documents 1ssued the subject urıng thıs per10d
OUg officıally still arxıst: and thereby atheıst, the government has egun adop LLLOTIC

pragmatıc polıcy, leavıng greater reedom registered rel1210uUs MOovements The result has een
wıdespread blossomıing of rel1210us mMOovements and churches. hat thıs has been L[OO0 much of
challenge for the Chinese government 1S demonstrated Dy the persecution of members of Falungong
O. others Nevertheless, increasıng AWAaTlTeCcsSs$s of the sıtuation and paralle]l orowth of
rel1210uUs studies al the academıies leave 1OOIIIN for hope that soc1alısm and relıg10nN ll be able
COEeXISsT in Chıina’s future.

Zusammenfassung: DIie Religi0nspolitik In Chına unterzıeht sıch se1t Jahren einem stet1gen
W andel. Dies wiırd ersichtliıch durch eınen Überblick der entsprechenden offiziellen Dokumente AUSs

diesem Zeitraum. Obwohl offızıell immer noch marxI1stısch, und dadurch atheıstisch, hat dıie
chinesische Regierung begonnen ıne pragmatıschere Eıinstellung einzunehmen, welche registrıerten
relıg1ösen Bewegungen mehr Freiheit ass Seılither beobachtet 111l ıne gewaltıge Zunahme
Kırchen und relıg1ösen ewegungen. Dass 168 für dıe chinesische Regierung ıne Überforderung
darstellt, wiıird eutlc der Verfolgung der Falun Gong ewegung. Kın zunehmendes
Verständnıis für dıe S1ıtuation UnNn! das acAstum relıg10nswıssenschaftlıcher Studıen den
Universıitäten lassen jedoch hoffen, ass in Chınas /ukunft Sozi1alısmus und elıgıon nebeneinander
exıistieren werden können.

Sumarıo0: La politica rel1210sa de Chına eNCuUENTra desde NOS  r permanente PIOCCSO da
cambıo. sSto desprende de rapıdo estud1ıo0 de 108 correspondıientes documentos ofıcıales de
dıcho per10do. Aunque e] gobıerno chino ofıcıalmente todaviıa marxısta DOL el10 ateista, ha
comenzado eiender Ula postura MAas pragmaätıca JUC deja O! 1ıbertad los movımılentos
rel1210s0s reg1strados ofıcı1almente. Desde enNnton! S observa SIal aumento de las igles1as los
mMoOovımlentos rel1210s0s. Que ello 6 tambıen problemas, para l0s JUC e] gobierno chıno odav  1a
sta preparado, desprende de la persecucı10n del mMmoOovımılento de Falun Gong. LLa cComprens1ön
creclente de la s1tuacCcıon rel1g10sa e] aumMentTtO de 108 estud1io0s de clenc1as de la relıg10n la
unıversıdades permiıten abrıgar 1a CSPCIANZA de JUC e] uturo de. C’hına e] sOoc1lalısmo la relıg10n
puedan COeXISHUr.
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