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The MOST influential body In the Aslan Church SINCE the Second Vatıcan Council 15 undoubt-
edly the Federation f Asian Bishops Conferences (FABC) Lt has strengthened the on of
communication IN the bishops In the regiıon an has contributed tO Church renewal
an: the development of chared VIsS1oN about the Church and her evangelizing MmM1ss1ionN
iın Asıa. Thus, OTIIC Can validly assert that the FABC 15 truly » Asias Continuing Vatican 11.«

The FABC 15 transnational episcopal structure that brings together bishops from
twenty-eight Asılan countrIies; it SICW out of the historic Aslian Bishops Meeting BM),
when 150 bishops met with Pope Paul VI uring his 19/0 Aslan visıt. The bishops committed
themselves {O build »bonds of brotherhood anı love,« foster » d true family of natıons
In this part of the earth,« an! partıcıpate in building »a Irue community of peoples« in
Asıla. |ABM Manila) 2 > 12 ]

Background. Aside from modest central structure, there AT nıne FARBC offices, which
CarrYy Out mMan y concrete inıtlatıves an: proJects. The offices, purposely scattered O
Varlous Asian natıons, aIic ocused evangelization, social communıicatıon, laity and family,
human development, education an student chaplaincy, ecumenical anı interreligious
affairs, theological>clergy, an consecrated ife Through their diverse actıvıtlies,
each of these fficesEthe growth of the Asian OCa urches

For the Church in Asia truly discover 1ts OW) dentity 1t must continually CNHAHC 1ın
»three-fold dialogue« with the peoples (especially the poor), the cultures, an the religions
of Asıa. This programmatıc Vls1iıon of »triple dialogue« has guided the FARC for nearly
four decades One Call assert that the FABC PUrSUCS ıts ViIs1onNn and practice of ialogue,
it forges ON: of unıty and builds community ıIn the Asıan context

Rellglons and jalogue In Asıa Christ and the Religions: From COn- Crucitorm Dialogue In Mission, In
‘oCcused bibliography: frontation (O Jaloqgue, Marykno Uulletin Pontificium Consilium DIrO

2002 F-)] EILERS/G RKROSALESe Dialogo nter Religiones 78 1993)AMALADOSS, lalogue between
Religions In Asıa Oday, n Fast Asıan AREVALO Ea For All the Peoples of 14/-152, | Miılestones In
'astora Review 2005) 45-60; | Asıa —— 'oUur volumes OT FARC Interreligious laloqgue, In Review
er Religions and the ‚alvıtlıc documents], uezon CIty 1992, 199 /, for Religious 56 1997) 268-276; |
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1996 152 ( HIA (Ed  — Jalogue n eing Church In Asıa, ed DY Dialogue n the

). GNANAPI  GASAM/I/F. ILFRED, eaching OT the Asıan Church, nes0UrCEe Manual for Catholics n
Asıa, Bangkok 2001, |  n ears Quezon CIty 1994, 7-28 and In FABC Walking ogether, Seeking eaCce,
OT FARC History, Foundatlion, (On- Papers 456 1987 1722 |  N Asıan uezon CIty 2001, 309-324,;
text and Theology, n FABC Papers Christian Perspectives Harmony, MACHADO, e0O109Yy OT Religions:

In FABC Papers /5 1996 1-  N and Reflection from atnolıc on106 (2003)r DUPUIS, FARBC
OCUS the Church’s Evangelizing In FOr All the Peoples of Asia [T, of View, In Vidyajyoti D4 (2000
Mission In Asıa Oday, In Vidyajyoti 229-298; JOHN HPAUL | TIhe Meanıng TETZFAL, MENDOZA, >Ray of TU
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Methodology. This present study, ocused the TOAa| AaIcCca of religions and dialogue
in Asıla, 15 presented from the experlence an perspective of Asi  as bishops (FABC) The
presentation will unfold in systematıc INannNel. First, clear ialogueprinciple (expressed
in the form of command guideline) be stated. ere be ten f these imperatıves;
thus, ONe arrıves al »Dialogue Decalogue. « Second, longer ection will present the theo-
logical-missiological-pastoral foundations upDON which this principle 15 based. In this section
ONe ll find extensively quoted FABC material; this 15 purposely done that the original
insights of the FABC will be retained. This author finds that the FARC (D themselves aTre

VC. insightful anı eloquent; they AaTe poetiC; they d G V1S1ONaTrY, inspirıng, an: soul-stirring.
Readers find the quoted FABC material followed Dy specific reference. The original

FABC SOUICE will be identified Dy usıng abbreviations and numerical references;: example
1s the ollowing: (Taipei 8 ] This reference nables reader find the original
qu'  » regardless of the printed version possible translation of the text?.

In addition, readers INAaY wish consult the four-volume collection of FABC documents,
For All the Peoples of Asia FAPA|; this eTIIes: published Dy Claretian Publications in Manila,
15 standard reference tool for FARC OUICES The FARCG central secretarla publishes the FARBC

Papers; they aIic avaijlable the FARBC website; SsSCC numbers 100 and 125 for comprehensive
indexes. Another two-volume which presen all the FABC doctoral studies wriıtten
from 1985-2008, Can 4A5 useful source-book:; also published Dy the C'laretians iın Manila,
it bears the title Theology from the ear of Asia. This presentation LLOW turns enunclatıon
of ten dialogue principles erived from the experlence and reflection of the Church in Asıla.

10 facilitate interfaith ialogue, NOW ell the context of Asıa,
especially religious realities

Foundations. Concrete facts an statist1cs A MOST helpful 1n grasping the
diversity an challenges facing the Church 1n Asıa. Current Asıan statist1cs concretize
the task at hand ringing the 19 andWI of the Gospel nto the multi-religious and

pluri-cultural reality of contemporary Aıg

TIRIMANNA, Theologizing In Asıla: Hong Kongd S1977 AMCG Asıan MIS-Maryknoll, Z YAINADATH,
Theologica| Perspectives OT FABC Pluraliısm, Relativism and Subjectivism, SION Ongress Chiang Maı 2006):

Interreligious jaloque, n: Jee- n Asıa 'ournal of e0l0GYy 14 (2000) Asian-born Missionary
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Asıan Perspective, In Louvaln tudies WILFRED, ESsSUSs Christ In Today's Nal y Apostolate; BIRA Bishops’
27 (2002 39-068; PIERIS, An Asıan Asıa An Interpretation OT FARCG Institute Tor Interrellgi0us Affalrs;

Documents, n rom the Soil, CFE Conclusions of Theological'aradigm: Interreilgi0us Dialogue Consultation Hua Hın -1991);and eOlogy OT Rellglions, In The Madras 1995, 161-175; | hat the
on 26 (1993 129-134, similar Spirıt Says LO the urches Rev. 2:7) Fcclesia INn Asıa; - N Evangelii
presentation In Fire and ater. |Varlous editors|, In Viadyajyoti 62 Nuntiandl,; FARCG Federation OT
Basıc ISSUEeS In Asıan ISM and 1998) 124-133. Asıan Bishops’ Conferences; FABC

2 All abbreviations used In the LTEeXT |-1X FABC Plenary Assembliy 'ate-Christianity, aryknoll, 1996,
ments |-TAÄ; ar Fncounters54-1061; OULET-MATHIS, refer HÄRC documents Cal De

Fcumenical and Interrellgi0us Dia- oun In the four volumes OT For All In Social Action; FIRA Formation

Oque In Asıa Oncerns and Initiatives the Peoples of Asia, produce! DYy Institute Tor Interreligious Affalrs;
Claretian Publications In uezon CIty IMC nternational Missiıon OongressOT the Federation of Asıan Bishops’ Manlila -1979); RedemptoriIisContferences, In IsSsIoON and ( Metro Manila), Philippines 19

Jalogue: eory and Practice, d 199 /, 2002, 2007 Abbreviations MISSI
DYy MERCADO/)J KNIGHT, Manila ABM Asıan Bishops’ Meeting

Manila 19707 ACMC Asıan Oollo-1989, 03-93; imıilar presentation
n FABC Papers 49 (1987 10-26; quium Ministries n the Church
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Asla, the world argest and most populate continent, constitutes ONEC third of the and Tea

of the whole world (17,124,000 SYUaALE miles) and 1s OoOme approximately 60% of humanity.
It 15 continent of the (about 40% AT EeIO0W 15 of age); there aIic INOTE than
3 mega-cities in Asıa with populations rangıng from million Of the world’s wenty
MOST populous natıons 2010| nıne ATE Asıan countrıies (in descending order) 1na, India,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Japan, Philippines, Vietnam, and Thailand. The population
of both iına and 1a exceeds OIlC billion With this massıve bulk SOCS wide varlıety of
diversity and contrasts physical, ethnic, social, eCoNOMIC, cultural, political, and religious.

Asıa 1s continent rich in non-Christian cultures. It 15 the homeland of three emıinent
WOTFL. religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, and slam; 85 % of all the world’s non-Christians AIc

ın Asıla and they adhere several religions. Hinduism, born about 5,000

d9O, claims about 900+ million followers, MOST ofthem 1n 1a an! neighboring countrIies.
Buddhism 1S religion anı philosophy developed from Hinduism Dy Siddhartha Gautama,
(the »Enlightened One«); it has 3507 million followers, mostly 1ın Asıla.

Islam, established Dy the prophet Muhammad ın the seventh centurYy, 15 monotheistic
religion; it incorporates elements of Judaic an Christian belief. Islam numbers SOINC 700
million followers iın Asıla alone: the Catholics of Asıa aTre slightly OVeL 115 million Sig-
nificantly, well OVeCeLI 50% ofAsıan Catholics aIic found In ONe Country one the Philippines;
thus, Catholics in MOST Aslan natıons aIc small EVECN tiny minorIity (frequently less
that 1%) The four argest Islamic natıons ın the world, each with OVer 10  © million Muslims,
aTe oOUunNn! iın Asıla: Indonesia (216m) Pakistan 161m) India 147m), anı Bangladesh (122m)
12007 statistics|. er significant religious and philosophical-ethical systems ın Asıla aIc

Confucianism, JTaoism, Shintoism, ell Man y indigenous, traditional belief SyStems.
Regarding the individual natıons in the FABC regilon, abundant statıst1ics aTe available;

only 1tems AL presented ere 12007 statistics|. For each FABC COUuN(iry the estimated
population In millions 15 listed: this 15 followed by the percentage of Catholics iın that natıon:

Bangladesh (158.6m 0:27%); Bhutan (0.6m 0.02%); Burma/Myanmar (48.8m 1.3%);
Cambodia (14.4m /0.62%); INa (1,322.5M / ©.5%); ast Timor (1:1m /97%):; Hong Kong
(7:2m kA7%); 10 (1.131m / 1.72%); Indonesia (231.6m / 2.58%); an (127.7M / 0.:36%);
Korea-North (23.7mM Korea-South (48.5M /67%); A40S (5:8m / 0.9%); Macau (0.48m
/5%); alaysia (27.50 /3%); ongolia (2.6m epa 28m 0.05%); Pakistan (162m /
0.6%); Philippines (88.7m / 81%); Singapore (4.4m / 6.5%); Sr1 Lanka (19.2m /8%); Taiwan
(22.090m /1.4%); Thailand (62.8mM /0.4%); Vietnam (87.3m / 6.1%).

ese few secular and religious statist1cs already indicate that »being M1SS1ONATY Church
In ASsla« emands creative, innovatıve, dialogical and inculturated approaches Gospel
proclamation. O0Ca| Churches must consider diverse cultural, religious, political, social and
eCcONOMIC realities as they envision pastoral Program of ntegral anı dialogical evangeliza-
tion. The task before the Churches 15 g  9 they must respond with enthusiasm and insight!

Appreclate the FABC Vision of integral, holistic evangelization
Foundations. The task of evangelization 15 holistic anı comprehensive in its SCODC;) Pope
Paul V noted » For the Church, evangelizing ringing the Good News into all
the strata of humanity, and through ıts influence transforming humanity from within
an making iıt au NI Evangelii Nuntiandi 18 ] FABC describes mM1sSS1O0Nary 'Vall-

gelization: » Mi1ss10n, eing continuation ın the Spirit of the mission of Christ, involves
eing with people, ASs Was Jesus y The Word became flesh anı dwelt MM UuSs< (Jn 14).«
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FABC (Bandung): LE » Evangelization 15 the cCarryıng Out of the Church's duty ofPIO-
claiming Dy word an: wıtness the Gospel of the Lord.« FABC (Taipei 25|

The ontent of evangelization 15 noted »M1ISS1ION includes: eing with the people, 1LCS-

ponding their needs, with sensitiveness the of God in cultures and other
religious traditions, an! witnessing the values of Kingdom through TESCNCC,
solidarity, haring and word. 1SS10N 1l iNnecan dialogue with Asias POOTL;, with its local
cultures, and with other religious traditions JAl 1).« FABC (Bandung): 3120

»Local UrcCcHeS; ervant an inculturated, A the ubject of the evangelizing M1S-
S10 The princip elements are| 4S follows 1) simple an iving wıtness;
2) CONCT'! commıtment the ervıice of humankind; 3) liturgical ife praycI
an contemplation; 4) dialogue ın which Christians meet the followers of other religious
traditions; D 5) proclamation an catechesis The totality of Christian m1iss1ıon
embraces all these elements.« GLE Hua Hin, 1991): 36| Integra Evangelization requires
that become wıtnesses in OUT lives of the values an! of the Gospel.

Acknowledge that interreligious ialogue
1$ key dimension ofholistic, integral evangelization

Foundations. Asi:  as bishops ave deep appreclatiıon öf the role of dialogue ın the Vall-

gelization PTOCCS; they hold »Interreligious jalogue 15 another ntegral part of ‚Vall-

gelization which ın the situation of OUTr urches needs become primary COMNCEIINN We
live 1ın the midst of millions of people belonging the religious traditions. In
this context believe that interreligious dialogue 15 iIrue expression of the Church's
evangelizing actıon ıIn which the mYystery of Jesus Christ 15 operatıve, calling usSs all
CONversion We would wish tOo SCC interreligious jalogue become reality al the
grassroots eve of OUT Church, through greater anı reaching Out of their
members towards their brothers an isters of other religious traditions.« BIMA 11

(Trivandrum): 14 |
» The Church, the sacrament of God MECSSASC In the WOTrI1d, continues Christs work of

dialogue The Church 15 particularly concerned with man’s religious experlence, the
motivatıng an leaveninga ıIn his culture. This that the Church mMust constantly
be involved ın dialogue with INnenNn of other religions (cf. ostra etate 2) The Christian
finds himself continually evangelizing an eing evangelized Dy his partners in dialogue
(cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi 13).« BIRA I1 Lumpur) 11| Therefore, y [t suffices for the
present indicate ere the continued building of the OCa church the focus of the
task of evangelization today, with dialogue 1ts essential mode, through interreligious
dialogue undertaken ın all Ser10usSNeESS. « 1IMC (Manila): 19 |

Indeed, SINCE the Church iın Asıa 15 »sSsmal[ll flock,« the FABC insightfully asserts: » MI1S-
S1o0N INaYy find ıts greates UrsehNCcYy 1n s1a it also finds ın OUT continent distinctive mode:
[ dialogue].« FABC (Bandung): 4.1| » From OUI eXpetHeNCe of dialogue emerged the
convıction that ialogue Wd5S the key sought nOot ialogue 1n the superficial in
which it 15 often understood, but aSs witnessing to Christ 1n word and deed, Dy reaching
Out people iın the concrete reality of their aily lives ].« BIMA (Baguio): < The
FABC frequently employs the categorIies of dialogue an harmony. This focus mutual
relationships 15 central dimension of all bonds of solidarity, matter what language
INay CXÄDICSS it. Thus, FABC aSSerts that ialogue 15 key for them in becoming Aslan
Church
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FABC adds important pomnt of clarification: »Dialogue does NOT call for g1ving

one’s commıtment, bracketing it entering into CaSy compromise. (n the contrary, for
deeper an: TU1LIU. dialogue, 1t 1S CVENn that each partner be firmly committed
his OT her aith.« (Tagaytay) 10| »Dialogue within the Church 15 important
and it 15 this attitude that ll ead respect others an understand evangelization

PTOCCS of listening tOo what they aIic expressing in an! through their lives of the
goodness of the Almighty God It 1s clear that Dialogue 15 not for (‚onverslon.«
(Kuala Lumpur) 12 |

DI  Over saviıng design that 15 at work
in the Asıan reality

Foundations. FARCG documents A premised TOa| V1S1O0N of oving plan of
salvation, design expressed ın the Judaeo-Christian tradition. In addition, » Christians
elieve that Savıng ll 15 al work, in INalLYy different WaYS, ın all religions. It has been
recognized SINCE the time of the apostolic Church, anı stated clearly agaln by the Second
Vatıcan Council (et: Gaudium ef Spes Lumen Gentium 16), that the Spirit of Christ 15
actıve outside the bounds of the visible Church (er Redemptor Homuinıits SaVing

15 NOT imited members of the Church, but 15 ffered CVECIY CrSON. | His
WaYys aATe mYyster10us an unfathomable, an ONeE Canl dictate the direction ofHis STACE, «
BIRA 11 (Kuala Lumpur) 12 |

»God, the Father or all, has Ca INeN chare in his ife and love hrough his SO  >

Jesus Christ The rısen Christ an his Spirit aTe actıve in the world making this love present
an! rowing reality, making all things NCW. This SaJInle love dialogue with
people of other religions, because have, especially SINCEe the Second Vatıcan Council,;

increasıng aWarenecss of the positive role of other religions in plan of salvation.«
BIRA 14141 Madras): 2}

FARBC continues In Asla especially this involves dialogue with the religious
traditions of OUT peoples In this jalogue accept them ASs significant an posiıtive ele-
ments 1ın the CCONOINY of design of salvation.« FABC (Taipei 14 | And agaln:
»a clearer perception of the Church’'s M1SS1ION ın the context of the Asıan re elps
discover CVECN deeper MOULVaLLlLONS Members of other religious traditions already In SOINC

WaYy chare with us In the mYystery of salvation.« GTE (Hua in) o]| Furthermore: »We
d1iC glad that Vatican I1 affirmed the of salvific values In other religions. We aTeC

grateful for the timely insights The Gospel fulfills all opes, Gospel which Asıla an
the whole WOTL. direly need.« (Suwon) 7

On this theme Pope John Paul 11 has wriıtten » The Spirit's an activıity affect
nOTt only individuals, but also soclety an history, peoples, cultures an religions. The
Churchis relationship with other religions 15 dictated by wofold respect: > Respect for
11L1all 1ın his ques for AaL1S5SWEeEIS the deepest quest1ons of his life, an respect for the
actıon of the Spirit 1n 11a <.« |Redemptoris MiIiISs10 28-29|. iıthin the aWareness of the
Holy Spirit's actıon an their commıtment ialogue, Asia's bishops boldly » WC

not be timid when God the door for usSs proclaim explicitly the Lord EeSus
Christ AaSs the Savlor and the anıswer the fundamental quest1ons of human ex1istence.«
FABC (Bandung): A-3]
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Understand the Asıan church’s commiıtmen
{oO missionary evangelization, includin the aANNOUNCEMeEN
of the PCISON an promises of Christ

Foundations. The atholıc Church 1n Asıla 15 committed ring the Goo0od News Asla
and gather ıts peoples into amily united Dy ON! of mutual respect. However, 0Ca
Christians AIC NOT Ways fully involved In this MI1ISSION. The FABC ocuments assert that
»the preaching of eSuSs Christ an His Gospel OUTr peoples 1ın Asıa becomes task which
oday 4aSSUMeEesS ULSCILCY, necessi and magnitude unmatched iın the history of OUT Faith
ın this part of the world.« FABC (Taipei): 8 ]

s1an Christians believe that »1t 15 ASs of the Lord an of humanity that
Christians share the Samne Journey with the Aslan peoples The Church Was nNOoTt sent
observe but the Aslan peoples in their qu for God an: for better
human life; {O Asıa under the leading of the Spirit of Christ an! In the INanner of
Christ himself who did NOot OINeEe be served but an lay down his ife
TansOIM for all 10:45 an discern, 1n dialogue with Aslıan peoples an Asıian
realities, what ee the Lord wills be done that all humankind INAaYy be gathere
together In harmony AS his family. As ervant of Yahweh and of humanity, the Church
will seek above all faithfulness God anı {O the Asian peoples, an: 11 also invıte tO full
partıcıpatıon in the Christian community those who ar ead ıt Dy the Spirit of God.«
FABC (Bandung): 6:3

The Church in Asıla admits ıts limitations: »how insufficient for the MmMOST part has been
OUT M1sSsS1ONary CONSCIOUSNESS and responsibility. We ave frequently forgotten that the
SUTNINLOINS an: challenge make known the CrSsSON and MECSSAHC of EeSUS Christ those
who do nOot know him 15 mandate addressed tO GV the you Christian COMMUNITY. «

111 (Bangkok): 9} » Unfortunately for INalıy Catholics, faith 15 only something
be received an celebrated. They do not feel it 1s something be chared. The m1ss1oNary
nNnNature of the gift of faith MUST be inculcated In al] Christians.« FABC (Bandung): 3:2.31.

The urches of Asıla SCC clear Christological componen evangelization; they
assert »While ATC and sensiıitive {Oo the fact that evangelization 15 complexFE
an: has IManYy essential aspects such witnessing the Gospel, working for the values
of the Kingdom, struggling along with those who strıve for Justice an CaCC, dialogue,
sharing, inculturation, mutual enrichment with other Christians an the followers of
religions affırm that there Can be true evangelization without the proclamation
of Jesus Christ The proclamation of eSsSus Christ 15 the center anı the primary element
of evangelization without 1G all other elements ll lose their cohesion an validity.«
BIMA Suwon) 5-6|

y It 15 true that iın INany places Christ cannot yeLl be proclaimed openly bDy words. But He
Call, and should be, proclaimed through other WaY5S, namely: through the witness ife
of the Christian CommunIity an amily, an: their strıving tO know an live INOTIC fully the
al they profess; hrough their desire live ın anı harmonYy with those who do NOT
share OUTr Zl Our proclamation of EeSUS MmMust also be urgently directed towards the
workers, the DOOTI an! needy, anı the oppressed.« BIMA 111 (Changhua): 10-11].

FABC continues »Challenged Dy the stark reality ofmillions OUTr continent who have
nNOot yel been evangelized, welcome this opportuni to face with of UurgclhCcYy
the task ofmaking Christ known, loved an: followed Dy the vast multitude of OUT brothers
and Sisters.« BIMA (Baguio): 51 » More than [WO 1LL110NS of S1anNs have perhaps
encountered the Person of Jesus in owing and CONSCIOUS WdY>; INOTE than [WO 1L110NS
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of Aslans ave re  y ear'‘ His MCSSAHC. 1ıle this fact with SOITOW, it also

us onging an: hope, because WE know He 11 ACCOMPANY the WaYyS of
those whose footsteps ar lovely because they ring the good L1CWS of His an: love.«
BIMA 1 (Changhua): 4|

»We affırm that ;the proclamation of Jesus Christ 15 the center and primary element
of evangelization.« —— But the proclamation of eSUuSs Christ in Asıla 1N1S; first of a].l‚ the
wıtness of Christians an of Christian communlitıies to the values of the Kingdom of God,

proclamation through Christ-Llike ee FoOor Christians in Asla, proclaim Christ
above live ike 1m, 1n the midst of OUT neighbors ofother faiths an persuas1ions, and
tOo do his ee: Dy theoofhis d| Proclamation through ialogue an ee this
15 the first call tOo the Uurcnes ın Asila.« FABC (Bandung): 4.1] » T’he ocal urches
of Asıla will proclaim eSuSs Christ their fellow humans in dialogical IGTG
Hua Hin) 51] Indeed, Aslan Christians aTe committed »telling the Jesus STOTY«S; ONeE

key SOUTCE of their motivatiıon 1s their OW)] relationship with the PCISON of Christ

op positive attitudes that foster ialogue iın practice

Foundations. The ommıtmen of Asias bishops interfaith dialogue 15 clear and consistent;
the FABC enunclates foundational attitudes essential this dialogue. »In Asıla, the emphasis
1ın interreligious dialogue falls nNOt much academic theological discussions,
the sharing of ife at all levels Christians CaIry Out the mM1ss1ıon entrusted them Dy Jesus
Christ when they partıcıpate fully iın the social and cultural ife of the socletles 1ın 1C
they live, enriching others by the values they ave earned from the Gospel, an! finding
themselves enriched Dy the spiritual treasures of their neighbors of other faiths Thus, the
‚ dialogue of life« 15 central Christian ife in Asıa Christians ın Asıa AT called tO
live their al deeply, 1ın an respect for the religious commıtmen of others.«
FIRA (Pattaya): 4|

Dialogue demands transformed attitudes: »IO be able {O CNHAHC in genulne interreligious
dialogue, WE eed deepen OUT self-knowledge an continuously discover OUT personal
identity. | eed be continually ofnegatıviıties like SUSP1CI1ON an! fear 1n
order tO SO deeper into ourselves iın this inward ourney the 396 Ongoing Dialogue,

eed integrate Asian forms of PraycCr. We acknowledge ere the tremendous
opportunities ave of learning from the other religious traditions of Asıla, especially
from the mystical traditions.« (Ipoh) 3.2-3.31.

» ANY dialogical enterprise requires certaın basic attitudes, exemplified in Christ
spirıt of humility, CNNCSS, receptivity, and for what God wishes tell through
them | Asias religions|]; witnessing tOo the Saving d of CHhrist: nOot much by
the proclaimed word but through love ın the Christian Communıity, that its un1-
versal validity 15 SCECN an felt such: placing of prilority fellowship
that W AaTe led spontaneously and naturally deeper religious lalogue.«
(Bangkok): 18]

FARBC alanced appreclation ofdialogue »for deeper an! fruitful ialogue,
it 15 Ven that each partner be firmly committed his her ar 1ıle
firmly a  ering OUT ommıiıtment Christ, ıt 15 indispensable for dialogue that
enter into the religious unıverse of OUT jalogue partner anı RKG6 his her sincere an
unflinching faith-commitment. More than that, appreclate the commıtment of
the other That 15 why listening attentively with OUT heart the personal commıtment



An » Asıian« Dialogue Decalogue 215

ofar an wıtness of the other partner Cal not only facilitate dialogue, but also enrich
an make us SIOW In OUTr faith, and help tOo reinterpret 1t.« BIRA (Tagaytay) 10-11|

»Dialogue 15 crucial challenge the Churches in Asılıla ın their rOoW1ng commıtment
the building of the kingdom. This challenge 15 fraught with risks However, with the

confidence that the Spirit 15 with anı elps in OUTr weakness Rom 8:26), commıt
ourselves tOo this task of dialogue« BIRA 111 (Madras): Conclusion|. In short, dialogue
Mthe followers of diverse religions 15 be 1ve'! ıIn the daily vicissitudes of ife

Appreclate the pecific FABC-fostered attitudes
toward Asia’s venerable religions

Foundations. The FARBC in ıts first plenary gathering enunciated profoun even

poetic apprais of Asi  as  R religions: »In this ialogue accept them significant anı
posıtıve elements In the CCONOILNLY of design of salvation. In them recognize
anı respect profound spiritual and ethical meanıngs an values. ()ver IMNany centurlies
they ave been the LreaSUrYy of the religious experl1ence of OUTr anCcestors, from TE OUT

contemporarıes do a(011 draw 1g and strength. They have been (and CONUNUuE
be) the authentic expression of the noblest longings of their hearts, anı the ome of their
contemplation an praycCl. They ave helped give shape the histories and cultures of
OUT natıons. C< FABC (Taipei 14 | » How then Call nNnot g1ive them TG VGETENGE and honor?
And how Can not acknowledge that God has drawn (OQUT peoples Himself hrough
them?« (Taipei 15 |

» Only 1ın dialogue with these religions Can discover in them the seeds of the Word
of God (Ad Gentes 9) This dialogue will allow touch the expression an the reof
OUT peoples deepest selves, and enable tO find authentic WdYS of iving anı expressing
(OQUT OW. Christian 1' It 11 reveal us also Man y riches of OUT OW| faith which
perhaps ould not ave perceived. Thus 1t Call become haring in friendship of OUT

for God anı for brotherhoodO: HIis SO115. « (Taipei 16 One that these
words describe the growing intimacy ın spiritual relationship.

The FABC observes that »this dialogue will teach what OUT al in Christ ea!|
ece1ive from these religious traditions, and what mMust be purified 1n them, and made
whole, In the 1g of Word.« FABC Taipei): 17 ] Asias bishops continue: »On OUTr

part Can er what believe the Church alone has the duty and JOYy er them
an INeE  3 ONENCSS with the Father in Jesus Hıs Son; the WaYy>S d| Christ g1ves
In Hıs Gospel anı HI1s sacramen(ts, an! 1ın the fellowship of the communıty which seeks

live In Hiım; understanding tOO of the value of the human PCErSON and of the social
dimensions ofhuman salvation salvation 1E 4aSSUuMesS an g1ves meanıng human
freedom, earthly realities, an the COUISC of this world history.« FABC (Taipei 18]

Develop genuine »sprituality of 1alogue«
Foundations. For OVECI three decades the FARC has asserted that spirituality 15 linked tOo
authentic dialogue: In Asıla, ome grea religions, where individuals an entire peoples
are thirsting for the divine, the Church 15 called be prayıng Church, deeply spiritual,
ven she CNHAYCS In immediate human and social Christians eed true

M1sSS1iONary spirituality of praycr an contemplation. « FABC V (Samphran): C=2]
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» At the center of this LICW WaY of eing Church in Asia 15 the actıon of the Spirıt of

esus, guiding and directing individual believers 4S ell the ole cCommunity live
ife that 15 Spirit-filled that 1S, live authentic spirituality. It 15 nothing LLOIC an

nothing less than following of Jesus-1ın-mi1ss1on, authentic discipleship in the context
of Asija.« (Bandung): 9:1]

» LO risk eing wounded In the acCt of Joving, tO seek understand In climate of
misunderstanding these dIC 1g urdens bear. Dialogue demands deep spirituality
IC nables INan, did Jesus Christ,; hang his 1' In love, VEn when
eve  ing fall ialogue, finally, demands total Christ-like self-emptying

tHhAat led Dy the Spirit, mMay be INOTE effective instruments in uilding
Kingdom.« BIRA IV (Tagaytay): 16 |

In Asla, the ialogue of praycI an spirituality 15 highly valued. Prayer together,
in WaYyS congruent with the al of those who take part, 15 OCCasıon for Christians
an followers of other faiths LO apprecılate better the spiritual riches 16 each
POSSCSSCS, AS ell tO STIOW 1ın respect for ONC another AaSs fellow pilgrims the path
through ife Human solidarity 15 eepene when people approac the divine ONeE

human family. « (Pattaya): 8| At the 1rs Asıian 1SS10N Congress In 2006,
the partıcıpants committed themselves »living an promoting spirituali of
the ijalogue of ife with the peoples of Asla.« AMC Chiang Mai) UOrientations,
art One|

The Asıan bishops ave »friend of lalogue« 1ın the CrSON of John Paul 11 (see
Redemptoris MiISss10 RM 65 -5);: elsewhere ın the SAdI1lle document the PODC has wriıtten
»the interreligious meeting held iın Assisi Was meant confirm convıction that
authentic PIaycCI 15 prompted Dy the Holy SL, who 15 mysteriously present ın CVCIY
human heart<.« 29|

Asias  > bishops face the challenge of jalogue with realism: »Interreligious dialogue 1s
CasSY, it calls for its () W spirituality. It 15 OUr resolve, therefore, live an! wıtness

this spirituality ofdialogue« (Ipoh) 4.2| >> |C]redible evangelization demands from
Christians ın Asla ife ofauthentic contemplation an! genulne COmPpassı1on. | Only
ego-empty1ıng, an: consequently powerless, Christian Communıty has the credibility
proclaim the folly of the MECSSALC of the Such PTOCCSS of evangelization fosters

culture of jalogue in Asla.« (Pattaya): 7.4.1-21. Finally, » The cal! of the laity
holiness and consequently, tOo the apostolate of the Church 1s demand of their

Christian identity 1ın virtue of the Christian’s full incorporation into Christ an ın the Holy
FEucharist.« BILA 111 (Singapore):

Believe that dialdgue SCIVC5 the growth
of NEW humanity an! the kingdom

Foundations. FABC asserts that dialogue 15 Ways oriented outward In servIıice ofpeople and
kingdom. The involvement of the Church In dialogue Call be SCECNMN N essing for

the peoples of Asıla. »We 1888 the Church iın order tOo build the Kingdom 1n OUTL Aslıan
socleties an cultures OQur 1SS10N therefore mMust be jalogue with those of other
religious WayS that will requıre both proclaim an be proclaimed t > LO speak an

listen, {O teach an learn. Through such ialogic m1ss10n, eign ill STIOW
1n Asia an the Church ll become INOTIEC truly Asıan Church, inculturated In Asıan
realities.« FIRA 11 (Pattaya): 3,5
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» T’he Kingdom ofGod 15 therefore universally present and at work. Wherever HE  e and
OPCH themselves the transcendent divine mYySstery1 iımpıinges uDON them

and SO Out of themselves In love and ervıice fellow humans, there the reign of 68 1S
at work This S0OCS sShow that the eign of God 15 universal reality, extending far
beyond the boundaries of the Church It 15 the reofsalvation in eSsSuSs CHrTist: ın which
Christians an others share together. It 15 the fundamental mystery ofunity« which unıtes
usSs INOTE deeply than differences 1ın religious allegiance aTre able keep apartı.« GTG
Hua Hin) 29-30].

With clear resolve, Asias bishops » Therefore, commıt ourselves: Dö take
CVCLY opportunity make Jesus Christ and his INCSSaSC known in WdY that 15 acceptable

Aslans, presenting him them with » Asian face,« usıng Aslan cultural concepfts, erms
an symbols; 10 present the Gospel INCSSaH«C as humble servants of the Kingdom of
God, Ways sensıitive the religious and ultural traditions of the people where the Spirit
ea| make eSus known.« |AM (Tagaytay) 2|

» L'his COININOIN spiritual pilgrimage demands that take inspiration from the praxIıs
of Jesus, especially his fellowship with publicans and sinners, wherein discover
the prim form of the Church ofChrist. Before Christiani got establıshe': structured
religion, iıt Was spiritual Jesus Journey with the POOT towards the Kingdom of
God In close ialogue with the DOOL an the religious cultures of Asıla, the Church would
be able rediscover ıts pristine dynamism 1C demands adical emptyıing (kenosis) In
iIts thought erns, ritual forms anı communıity structures This dSC of journeying with
isters an brothers of Asıian religions 1S privileged mMoOoment aıros for the Church
return {O ıts original call.« |FEISA (Pattaya): 7510

Concretize clear commitment to ialogue
by establishing miıniıistries an services within the 0Ca. church
that focus this priorıty

Foundations. 10 promote an concretize this dialogical V1IS1ON, the FABC 1n 1ts implemen-
tatıon with Asias OCa Churches an their mıinıstries » Each ocal Church 15 determined Dy
her human context an lives iın dialectical relationship with the human soclety into 1C
che 1s inserted the Gospel leaven. Since each local Church should embody into the COIl-

text the task entrusted her Dy the servant Lord, che has discover time an! agaln what
ministries and what ministerial Structures she requıres In order her mı1ıss1ıon er

human soclety the salvation brought about Dy Jesus Christ« ACMC Hong ong 251
» The renewal of OUT of m1ss1ıon ll INean that the actıng ubject of mM1S-

S1Ion 15 the 0Ca church living an actıng 1in communlon with the universal Church It 15
the OCa churches and communıitıes which Call discern an work Out the WaY the
Gospel 15 best proclaimed, the Church set the values of God’s Kingdom realized iın
their OW) place an time In fact,; it 15 by responding to and serving the needs of the
peoples of Asıla that the different Christian communities become ruly local churches.«

(Bandung): 3311
The FABC forcefully asserts » Asıan Churches then MUST become truly Asian in things.

The principle of indigenization an inculturation 15 at the VC FrOoOTt of their coming into
their OW The minıstry f Asian urches, if 1t 15 be authentic, must be relevant tO Asıan
socletles. This C the part of the urches for originality, creativıty and inventiveness,
for boldness an COUTAHC. « ACMC ong ong 26|
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» NOw Vatıcan 11 already affirmed with all clarity an force CVECLY OCa church

15 and cCannot be but m1sS10NarYy. Every ocal church 15 ySsSent« Dy Christ anı the Father tO

ring the Gospel 1ts surrounding milieu, anı bear it also into all the world For CVECLY
local church this 15 prımary task kvery ocal church 15 responsible for Ifs M1SSION «
|IMC anıla 14 |

With conviıction, Asias bishops sTate »the decisive LIECW phenomenon for
Christiani iın sla will be the CMMECTISCILCC ofgenulne Christian communitlies 1n Asıa Asıan
In their WaY of hinking, prayıng, living, communiıcatıng their OW) Christ-experience
others. The CONSCQUENCECS will be tremendous K in| all asSpecCts of their ife If the
Asian Churches do nOot discover their () W identity, they ll ave ture.« M
Hong ong 14|

»FEach ocal church has Its ()W vocatıon in the ONEC history ofsalvation, in the OIlC Church
of Christ. In each ocal church each peoples history, each peopless culture, meanıngs an
values, each eoples traditions aIic taken nNOot diminished destroyed, but celebrated and
renewed, purifie ifeed be, an fulfilled ın the ife of the Spirit.« IMC Manila) 15|

Conclusion

Ecclesia In S11a EA) the document that emerged from the 1998 Special ssembly for Asıla of
the Synod of Bishops (Asian Synod), explored INanıy pathways In the task of integral CEVall-

gelization. Particularly 1n the T5 of interfaith dialogue, noted everal pivotal insights
harmoniously consıstent with the FABC V1IS1ION: » Contact, lalogue an cooperatıon with
the followers of other religions is task which the Second Vatıcan Council bequeathed
the ole Church duty an challenge From the Christian point of VIEW, inter-

religious dialogue 15 LHNOTC than WdaY of fostering mutual knowledge anı enrichment:;: it 15
part of the Churchss evangelizing M1SS10N, expression of the MmM1IsSs1ıoON adsnLes. << |EA 31|

[T 15 therefore important for the Church ın Asla tOo provide suitable models of
interreligious ijalogue evangelization ın jalogue an dialogue in evangelization anı:
suitable raınıng for those involved 1E followers of Christ must ave the gentle and
humble heart f their Master, proud, condescending, as they meet their partners
In jalogue Only if the People of G5d recognI1ze the gift that 15 theirs 1n Christ ll they
be able communıicate that gift others hrough proclamation an 1alogue. « /EA 31|

In addition the COP10US FARBC material provide: 1n this presentation of Asıan 1IiA-
ogue Decalogue, this author desires close Dy cıtıng his favorite qu from Pope ohn
Paul 11 dialogue. Speaking ın Manila the peoples ofAsla during his 1981 Philippine
visıt, the PDODC asserted that the goal of interfaith jalogue cshould be altruistic (not ocused
only personal enrichment); he stated: » Christians will, Join an with all
1991081 an of g00d will and| work together in order {tO ring about INOTE Just
an peaceful soclety ın 1C the POOTI will be the first be served.« Indeed, key Aslian
WdY of mM1ss1ıon 15 dialogical ervıice of the needy. This approac Call clearly reveal the face
of Jesus ıIn Asla Ooday, strengthen ON! of relationship with Asia’s burgeoning aASSCS, an
place the C’hurch firmly the side of the Aslan multitudes.
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Abstract
The Federation of Aslan Bishops Conferences (FABC) 15 the moOost influential body iın
the OCa churches throughout Asıa SINCe the pivotal Second Vatican Council; the FABCGC,
responding to the ead of the »befriending Spirit, « has developed solid anı inspirıng
ecclesiology of the Asıan churches. This presents »dialogue decalogue« (ten impera-
t1ves elated interfaith jalogue drawn from the four-decade experience and reflection of
the FABC; thus, ımportant s1an theological-missiological-pastoral insights AT translated
into CONCcrete imperatıves for genulne and ruitful »dialogue of life.«

Zusammenfassung
The Federation of Asian Bishops Conferences (FABC) 15 the MOStT influential body of the
0Ca| churches 1ın Asıa it Call be regarde product of the Second Vatıcan Council The
FABCG, under the leadership of the »befriending Spirit, « has developed solid an inspirıng
ecclesiology of the Aslan churches. This article ten imperatıves for interfaith dia-
Jogue The decalogue from the four-decade long experlence an the accompanYyıng
reflections FABC Important theological, missiological, anı pastoral insights dIiIC thus
translated into imperatıves for genulne an ruitful »dialogue of life.«


