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On June 3 > 2010, Pope Benedict XVI made surprisıng announcement, that he had
decided establish LICW Dicastery (Department in the Vatıcan Cura; » Pontifical
Council for Promotion of the New Evangelization«. On September he issued Motu
Proprio formalizing 1ts ex1istence anı named theologian-Archbishop Salvatore Fisichella

ıts rst President. It Was surprisıng because the present of the alr of etier
Was record aving for the number of Uurl: ffices {tO be educed rather than
increased. Moreover His Holiness Just announced October al the conclusion of the
Mid-FEast Synod that » Che New Evangelization for the Iransmission Christian Faith«
WOU be the top1c of the ext world-wide ssembly of the Synod ofBishops iın 0172 What
exactly 1s the » New Evangelization« that this LICW Vatıcan office 15 {O promote‘ What dIiC

the Or1g1ns of this concept? How did it evelop? How does it affect the atholıc Church's
worldwide M1SS1ONarYy activity®

Evangelizing all peoples permanent COINCETN with different

ver SINCE the risen Lord sent Out his disciples make disciples of natıons, the atholıc
Church has engaged in what NO call »M1SSIONAFY act1vity«, the evangelization of those
who do NOt yel know Christ that ocal Churches could OIllC to birth In their midst. But
the WdY speak of this actiıvity has changed OVeET the centurIies. In fact for about 15 centurlies
the word » M1SS1ION« Was not used refer tO this act1vIty. Also, the New Testament speaks of
evangelizing announCcINg the Gospel, but the NOUN »evangelization« egan be used by
Catholics only about 5 dgO In order fo understand the term evangelization«,
WE ave {tOo understand first how the concept of » M1SS1ION « has evolved, for ıt Was In the
context of cClarifying the meanıng of m1ss1ıon that Pope John Paul 11 officially introduced
the concept of evangelization« into the atholıc Churchs VOCal  arYy.

We Can the development of the term,; startıng with the Second Vatican Council
When the Council centered 1S5SS10N the evangelization of peoples rather than the
geographical expansıion of the Church, it brought about transıtıon from territorial
situational idea of m1i1ss1on. How human SIOUDS relate Christ in their historical
sıtuations became INOTE ımportan than whether they 1ve ın » M1ISS1ION ands« Paul VI
SaAaVC iımportance evangelization eing the fundamental task of the Church, an
Latin Americas Puebla Conference called for evangelization« of human SIOUDS iın
DEeCW ultural sıtuations John Paul 11 made this maJor COIICeETN iın his teaching MI1NIStrY. I)
describe what ave witnessed In the past YCaLS, aCccompanYyıng Latıin American bishops
ıIn their fforts make the continent's Church truly »MI1ISSIONATY«. realize that others Inay
er other perspectives. What 15 important 1s appreclating what the evangelization«

anı ca for Understanding the Or1g1ns of the concept IMay be of SUOTIIIC help
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Ihe modern meanıng of »M1SS1ION«

The word »M1SSION« in 1ts modern apparently SCS back St. Ignatius of Loyola In the
16th CenturYy. By the fourth VO of the M1SS10ON«, certaın Jesults werTeC sent non-Christian
anı (or to countries lost to Catholicism uring the Protestant Reformation) agents
vested with the authority of the DOPC propagate the atholıcal OSe sent SOON Camle

be » M1SS1IONaAarFrleS« an the places they WeIC sent,; » M1SS1ONS«

Ihe »M1SSIONS« geographical an juridical term

Historically, SINCE the 16th century the COoNcept of »the M1SSIONS« Was closely associated with
the practice of uropean (and later American) colonialism. The idea suppose that the
»established churches« ofestern Europe had duty fo transplant their form of Christen-
dom the previously non-Christianized natıons colonized by their countrlıes It implied
the superlor1ty of the old Christendom an! the inferiority of the peoples colonized. The
religious mM1ss1ıon Was normally combined with the secular enterprise of »Civilizing« these
eoples, In other words, transplanting estern cultural models Thus the term » M1SS1ION«
AI to INecan the complex of actıviıities Dy IC the estern ecclesiastical system Was

extended all OVCI the WOr.
According the jurisprudence in force when atholıc Christiani aine to merı1ıca and

aofAfrica an Asıa 1ın the 15th anı 16th centurIies, the DODC had direct authority Over all
peoples NOT yet embraced Dy Christendom, that 1S, ubject Christian authorities. H Wäas

assumed that he COUu. elegate his OWCIS secular o  » 1in the Case of the Patronato
conceded tOo the kings ofpain an Portugal. When ın the 19th century these empires WeIC

weakened an LIECW colonial OWCIS alille control what often call the » Third World«
Africa, Asıla, Latın merica an the Pacific Slands), the DODC delegated his authority
the Congregation of Propaganda Fide (Nnow »for the Evangelization of Peoples«),
IC entrusted not-yet-Christianized territories religious congregations m1ss1oNary
institutes anı delegated them CONvert their inhabitants Christiani and » plant the
Church« there (as Apostolic Prefectures Vicariates). Thus »the M1SSIONS« WCIC generally
identified with territorlies ubject the authority of Propaganda Fide

Ihe limitations of the geographical an juridical idea of mission

In the first place, this WaY of see1ing things suppose that human SIOUDS needed M1sSS1O0N-
d act1vıty simply because they 1ve: ın certaın geographical It likewise mplied
that people who 1ve iın kurope an: North merica and INOTE recently, in countries ike
Australia) simply needed ordinary pastoral attention, teaching doctrine an administering
the Ssacraments those who already WeItc athAol1c.

Theologically SO, this geographical and juridical cConcept of »the M1SSIONS« had SOMEC ser1-
OUS limitations. (‚onversion Was often SCCI1 the change of religion rather than enCcCounter
with the living Christ and discipleship. The Overt objective Was really »Christianization« rather
than evangelization: the incorporation of LLOTC and INOTE eoples into socio-political and
religious entity called » Christendom«. The » M1SS1ONS« WeIC the responsibility of the » M1S-
sS1ioOnarleSs«. It Was not imagined that the entire Church 15 M1SS1ONarYy by 1ts nature that all
the faithful bishops, priests, religious and laypeople share In this M1SS1ONAFYy responsibility.
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When the Latın American Church started tOo become actively M1SS1ONATY after the
Council,; the geographic anı juridical criter1a for defining 1SS10N WEeEeIC criticized eing
seriously inadequate. For OVeLr 90% of those In eed of prımary evangelization (mostly
atıve American peoples anı: African Americans) did nOoTt live iın the »Propaganda terr1-
torles« but in established dioceses. It Wäas realized that people eed M1SS1ONAFY actıvıty nNnOoTt
because of they live in certaın type of ecclesiastical jurisdiction terrıtory but because
they ave not yel been evangelized in their cultural dentity. The deficiencies of efining
MmM1sSs1ıON primarily by geography led »situational« VIEW of mi1iss1on. But first we'll z  a

ook al how the Concept of »evangelization« Came complement that of »M1ISSION« in
contemporary atNOolıcng

atholıc eology rediscovers evangelization
The New Testament frequently sc5 the NOUN »Gospel« an the erb »evangelize« lor
» annn oUI: the Gospel«]. In the 18th centurYy, when SOTINE Protestants started recogniıze
the iımportance of mi1iss1ıon actıvıty during the [WO centuries after Luther and Calvin, Toft-
estant churches did nNOot send missionaries), they coined the NOUN »evangelization«. ntil
1955 this word 15 scarcely OUuUnNn: in Catholic theological literature; SINCE it Was » Protestant
term« it Was simply voided. It Was rediscovered in the atholıc catechetical renewal of the
1950’S and 60'S 1C| emphasized that the teaching of the ar cshould ave »kerygmatic«
dynamic, ONeE that emphasized the »g0o0od CWS« of the Gospel. At that tiıme, evangelization
Was distinguished from catechesis. Evangelization Was considered the first proclamation
of the good NCWS, and catechesis, the progressive formation 1n theTofthose who WCIC

already evangelized. In Asıla, SOMEC m1iss1ONaAarles an missiologists eVenNn spoke of PTOCCSS
of »pre-evangelization«, announcıing ofhow non-Christians aIc prepare for the explicit
Gospel MECSSAHC., Thus the word »evangelization« Was ready be used in the Second Vatican
Council forty Ag In the documents of the Council the words »evangelization« and
»evangelize« aTe sed MOst equently iın the Decree m1ss1O0Nary aCct1vIty, Gentes, an
normally ın the of first announcing of the Gospel those who do NOt yeL know
Christ. We'll ave INOTE evangelization EeIO0OW.

Tom »the Mi1SS10NS« to »M1SS1IONAaFrY actıvity«
The Council dramatically transformed the understanding of mM1SS10N, although INany
Catholics, including bishops and priests nNnOoTt updated In missiology, still think and speak
iın preconciliar WaY. The document »ON the M1SS10NS« became the ecree »OIl mM1sSS1O0Nary
actıvity«. The change In terminology Was NOT Just question ofwords but of The
change Wäas costly PTOCCSS in the Council The draft of that Decree had undergo iNOTE

changes than anı y other document of the Council, but it Was finally accepted by greater
degree of unanım1ı than alnıy other.

(Gentes ın the first place ailırme. that the entire Church ofher vVeLy nature 15 mi1issl1on-
d In other words, mM1issıon 15 not Just CONCErTN of religious congregations, M1SS10Nary
institutes »professional MI1IsSsS1iONaAarleS«. The juridic perspective viewed mM1iss1ıonN
exXxerc1ıise of authority tOo submit natiıons the Irue religion. The Council’s ecree rather
ase. the mM1ss1ion of the Church the Father’s oving inıtlatıve in sending his Son anı
the Holy Spirit communticate divine ife humanity.
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Mi1ss10nary actıvıty distinguished from pastoral actıvıty

One of the MmMoOst significant contributions of (1entes Was the following. oug the
Decree sometimes continues employ the phrase »the M1ISSIONS« iın the traditional9
it introduces NCW, INOTIEC ynamic CONcept: »M1SS1ONArY aCct1VItY. « It 15 ase: the CONVIC-
tion that the evangelizing mM1sSsS1ıo0N Church 1S OHC; but it 15 ditfferentiated ın ıts exerc1lıse
gıven the condition of the 0)805N for whom it 1S directed, the different Lypes ofhuman SrOUDS
evangelized. Thus, (Gentes number distinguishes M1SSLONATY actıvıty, directed the
evangelization of those peoples SrOUDS that do NnOT yer know Christ anı 30LJC

ature ocal Church ex1sts, from pastoral actıvıty, directed the OoN-going evangeliza-
tıon f those who AdIC already atAOol1c This distinction Wäas OIlC of the Council's »best kept
SECrEeTS« until ıts emphatic reiteration by John Paul 1{1 ın number of Redembptoris MiIss1o.
Of COUISC, for those who do NOT know this Encyclical, it 15 st  — secreit. get back
this distinction EeIOW. But first take o0k al developments during the pontificate of
Paul V1L,; In which the Concept of »evangelization« acquired D1CW readth an ep of
meanıng anı: LICW ımportance.

Evangelization iın the teaching of Paul VI

Ten after the Council, In late 197/4, Pope Paul VI convoked ssembly of the
yno of Bishops consider the different dimensions of »Evangelization in Todays
World« The pope assumed an organized the ınput of the Synod and communicated
it the ole Church iın his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975) In ıt
he stressed that evangelization 15 the specific an fundamental task of the Church The
Church exX1sts evangelize, tO the Gospel. Evangelization 15 above all an
Can omıt the expheit announcıng of the Gospel, making known the PCISON an
MECSSAHC of Jesus Christ But evangelization 15 INOIC) it 15 complex, rich an dynamic
reality that cannot be fully understood unless all of ıts elements aTe taken into account
Paul VI makes poın of not reducing evangelization M1ISsS1ON actıvıty, the first
announcing of Christ those who do not yet know him 1ıle ringing the Gospel tOo
CVEIY sector of the human aCe 15 ofT importance, Paul also insısts ıts penetration
into CVCLY eve an: aspect of human life, particularly iın the evangelization of culture
and of cultures. This mplies transformation of scales of values, of behavior,
STIructures of relationships an WdYy> of thinking. Evangelization 15 PTOCCSS that starts
with wıtness of ife an word that ead announcing of the Gospel an1e invıtes
the CISON evangelized CONVversion an incorporatıion into ecclesial Communı1ty
an sacramental ife The en: result 15 that the ONeE evangelized himself/herselbecomes
an evangelizer of others. The PODC emphasizes the evangelizing responsibility of the
local churches of bishops, priests, religious an laity In evangelization (something
that Wäas hardly taken for granted), but strangely oes not spea. specifically of lite-long
mi1sslonarles M1SS1ONAFY institutes

Unfortunately Evangelii Nuntiandıi does not g1ve clear definition of »evangelization«.
It describes the multiple an: rich elements involved iın evangelization, the PITOCCSS involved,
1ts effects an! those responsible for It, but he does not define the term. personally ike
the definition propose In the Instrumentum Laboris prepare for the Synod ın 19/3
» Evangelization 15 the totality of those actıvıties bDy aC) people aATrTe brought partıcıpate
In the mYystery of Christ«. ike this definition because it reminds that the objective of
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evangelization 15 personal encounter with the PCISON of Christ, anı partıcıpatıon In
his paschal myYystery. Personal encounter with Christ implies discipleship, anı discipleship
mplies elonging that cCommunıty of disciples 1C 15 the Church SCC this (more than
the salvation of individual so aSs the objective of evangelization anı of M1ssS10Nary
actıvity ın particular. The Church 15 in salvation because the historical partıcıpa-
tıon in Saviıng plan 15 of utmost ıimportance. God Wa this partıcıpation be fully
human: ealized with aWaTIeNCSS, freedom, responsibility an heartfelt JOYy, nOot alone, but
with others in soclety anı culture.

Since Evangelii Nuntiandı the word »evangelization« became quite popular Catholics
egan speak lot of evangelization an Just about verything they did evangeli-
zatıon, Venn if it did NOoTt make ring people partıcıpate in the mYystery of Christ. Some
mi1isslionarles an missiologists ocused INOTE the »elements« of evangelization an
the »methods« sed for oing 1t rather than 1ts theological foundations. 1le » eVan-

gelization« Was the ing fo do, CY1SIS regarding the eed an UrSeNCcY ofm1ss1onNary
act1vity. Some considered it usefu for promoting the well eing of DOOI an oppressed
peoples anı mutual toleration of religions an! cultures, but NOT for the
salvation of PCISONS. f nNOot »NECECSSaALY for salvation«, how could mM1ss1ıon be urgent? The
Catholic Bishops of the recognized this problem in 1986 anı produce the Pastoral
Letter: To the Ends Oar In 1990, Pope John Paul { 1 recognized the 210 of
this CY1SIS an challenging Encyclical the permanent validity of the M1SS1ONaArYy
mandate ofChrist, Redemptoris Missı1o. In the ollowing paragraphs shall highlight only
few ofhis oughts, those that help understand what makes m1ss1oNary actıvıty specific
an distinctive.

Pope John Paul 11P the perspectives
on M1SS1ONaFry actıvıty an ca for evangelization«
of those wh: A4ATre longer Christian

John Paul 11 SaVC NECW the conciliar Concept of »M1SS1ONATY actıvity« ın ıts ‚pecific
an! he did this In Varıous WdY5. As the Council did in Gentes 6) the PDODC ffirms

that the Church has ONE evangelizing M1SS10N, but that the exerclse of this 15 differentiated
due the different sıtuations In16 human SIOUDS find themselves. It Was in this context
that called for evangelization« and SaVCc ıt rather clear meanıng.

He reiterates the distinction between mi1ssion
an pastoral actıvity

Basıc ohn Paul II’s missiology 15 his emphasis the importance of distinguishing
M1sSS10Nary actıvıty, oriented toward those who diC beyond the visible limits of the
Church, from ordinary pastoral attention those who already find themselves 1n
the Church. To this m1ss1ıon act1vıty in 1ts proper he g1ve the NaIinle » mM1ss1on ad
ENTES«, 11C term popularize in Latin American m1ss1ionNary circles SiInNCe the Puebla
Conference (1979) but not yel widely sed elsewhere. Here dIicC his words found ın
Redemptoris Miss10o0 33

First, there 15 the sıtuatıon 16 the Churchs mM1sS1ONary actıvıity addresses: peoples,
STOUDS, an socio-cultural 1n 16 Christ an his Gospel dIiIC NOT known,
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1C| ack Christian communıitıes sufficiently mature tO be able incarnate the ql in
their OW.: enviıronment an proclaim it other SrOUDS. This 15 m1issıon ad gentes in the
DIODCI of the term

Secondly, there aTe Christian communities with adequate an SOl ecclesial sSiructures

They aIic fervent iın their al an in Christian iving. They bear wıtness the Gospel in
their surroundings an ave of commıtmen the universal M1SsS1ON In these
communıitlıes the Church Carrles Out her pastoral actıvıty anı pastoral Gate

In the prı10r tOo Redemptoris MiISssI10O, only certain M1SS1ONary SIOUDS an missiolo-
g1ists underscored this distinction between mM1iss1ıON and pastoral actıvıty. This distinction 15
still unknown ignored by Many church leaders, theologians an: EVCMN INalıy mi1iss1on-
eIs who ct  e direct their fforts mainly general pastoral Care; the attention given tOo the
faithful who frequent their parishes. They g1ve much attention tOo ocal an: immediate
pastoral problems, that the C  enge of M1SS1ONAFrYy actıvıty in 1ts pecific 15 often
ignored 0)4 postponed.

Between Mission an Pastoral ctivıty:
intermediate situation

that Cn for » New Evangelization«
When John Paul 11 issued Redemptoris MiISs10 in 1990 25 had elapsed SINCE the OUuUnNn-
cil mission Decree Gentes. In that quarter century the socio-cultural an religious
conditions ecting the world’s peoples kept changing, 4S did the Churchi's awaren«ess of
how these ffected her evangelizing mi1iss1o0n. The distinction between human SIOUDS that
needed M1SS10Nary actıvıty and those that needed ordinary pastoral attention Was valid but

Jonger sufficient. it 15 Irue that there still werTe entire peoples which did not yel know
Christ:; whose ancestral cultures WeEIC NOot affected Dy the Gospel, anı: that there WCIC other
groOuD>S that WCIC evangelized an constituted Christian communıities But there wWeIe

also considerable SrOUDS that WeIC longer Christians, for whom Jesus Christ, his Gospel
an his Church WeTeC of iımportance. It Wäas {O these grOupPS that John Paul ointed in
the exTt paragraph of Redemptoris MISS10 323

1rı  Yı there 15 intermediate situation, particularly In countrıes with ancıent Christian
rOOLTS, an occasionally iın the yOUNSCI Churches well, where entire SrOUDS of the aptize
have lost living of the ar Ven longer consider themselves members of the
Church, an live ife far removed from Christ an his Gospel. In this d5C what 15 needed
15 evangelization« »re-evangelization.«

In the decade after Puebla, John Paul urge evangelization« particularly iın
the context of the Churchs preparation for [WO events the fifth cenof the Gospel
arrıval 1in Mmerica (1492-1992) an: the beginning of LICW millennium (2000-2001). In the
first CaSC;, the MCSSas«c Was directed atın merica an In the second, progressively
secularized Europe. In the first Cadl, the accent Wäas evangelization that Was In
1ts ardor, in ıts methods an in ıts eXpress10n«. In the second CasC, 1ts STress Was »Te-

evangelization« of people who WeEIC aptize but who ave o  Nn indifferent {O religion.
As Pope Benedict XN observed iın his recent Motu Prop10, John Paul I1 »made this urgent
task central pomint in his wide-reaching Magisterial teaching« anı »systematically explored
[ it} in ep OCCaS1lONS«.
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ere did John Paul 11 get this idea
of evangelization«?

As far Call understand the WdY> things developed, it Was John Paul’s involvement ın the
1r General Conference ofLatın American kpiscopate (celebrated in Puebla, Mex1COo, in
early 1979) shortly after his election that sharpened his focus evangelization anı DaVC
him the words with which speak of 1t.

The term evangelization« appeare 1ın atın American documents at least S1INCe
1968 In the 1na. »Message« ( o of their Second’ General Conference (that of edel-
lin), the atın American Bishops committed themselves »foster NC  s evangelization«.
This Was »one-liner«. The idea Was there, but it Was ST1L rather in 1ts substance.
OUuUnN: other scs of the term evangelization« 1in 1969 anı 19/0 in the Context of the
indigenous apostolate in Latın merica. don  t know if it Was also sed in other continents
It does nNnOTt aDPCal in Paul VISs Evangelii Nuntiandı (1975) elieve that it Was the Latın
American Churchis USC of the term). particularly 1n the Puebla Document that directly
influenced John Paul

The Puebla OCcumen (numbers 365-367) A the Church CONC!  Trate three
Lypes of »sıtuations MOst 1ın eed of evangelization« (the penultimate draft called them
»M1SS1ONArYy situations«). AnS A1L1C the »permanen siıtuat1ioOnsS«, the indigenous peoples an
African American populations which AdIie yet IO be evangelized In their cultural dentity.
Second Ad1i1C the sıtuations that call for 181 evangelization«, human grOuDS affected
Dy recent socio-cultural changes, such AaSs migration, urbanization an secularization. inally
aTrC »particularly difficult situat1ionsS«, groOupDS whose urgent eed of evangelization 15 often
postponed: university students and other people, military, business anOr eaders

ell as the WOT. of social communıtıcatıons 1S iıitem ainle from the pre-Puebla input of
Bishop Juan Gerardi of Guatemala, martyred iın 1998) believe that the paragraph of the
Puebla Document that concretely shaped John Paul’s thinking Was 366 that identified

siıtuations that require NECW Evangelization«. The DODC certainly knew that pagc of
the Document quıite well, because ın Redemptoris MiIiISs1O N°64) he raised exemplary the
ommiıitment of the Latın merıcan Bishops tOo mM1sS10Nary actıvıty beyond their frontiers
formulated in 368

Puebla 366 Was nNOTt the result of » SpOoNntaneOuUS generation« during the COUTSEC of the
Conference. It had iıts OW] pre-history ın the creatıve thinking of Bishop oger Aubry
SSR (1923-2010), the ONe charged with drafting the text of Puebl:;  ME sub-chapter » The
Criterlia for Evangelization and its Universal Dimension«. Aubry, the Vicar Apostolic of
eyes ın Bolivias Amazon adICda, north of La Paz; Was President of the 1SS10N Department
of (the Latin Ameriıican Council of Catholic ishops from late 1974 {O early 19/9
Since 1ts inception In 1966 this Department had been committed the specific evangeliza-
tion of the continent's indigenous peoples and the eed SO beyond inadequate territorial
crıter1a for determining what 15 » M1SSION« 1n the specific Central tO the Departments
V1IsS1iOoNn Was the Concept of »M1SS1ONArY sıtuat1o0nSs« OIl human SIOUDS barely evangelized
ın their ultural identity. Aubry brought this line of thought NECW level an developed
the concept of mM1sS10Nary sS1tuations«

Aubry, perhaps INOTE than al yOILC else, contributed haping Latın American
heology of m1ss1ıion with ıts ()W. accents and the M1SS1ONaAFrY commıtment of the
continent's ep1iscopate. HI1s profoundly 1D11Ca. heology, formed Dy his mentOor, Fran-
CO1S Xavler Durrwell, Wäas centered the paschal mYystery an urther shaped Dy the
Council’s Gentes. His reading of that Decree confirmed his convıctiıon, born his
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understanding of the paschal mYSterYy, that the Church 15 M1SS1ONAFY Dy her VeLY nature
He reiterated the importance given in (Gentes the distinction between 1SS10N-
d. actıvıty an! ordinary pastoral act1vıty. In the sixth paragraph of that number, these
words caught his attention

Moreover, the SIOUDS MM which the Church we. aTre often radically changed, for
ONe TCason other, that entirely 111e  s set ofCiIrcumstances INaYy arlıse. Then the Church
MUST deliberate whether these conditions mig agaln call for her M1SS1ONAFY actıvıty.

Here the Council affirmed that changed conditions, CVEIN O: previously CVaANSC-
1ze: human SFTOUDS, INaYy call for NECW M1SS1ONATYy actıvıty iın the specific Aubry Was

invited ddress Latın Americas National Directors of the Pontifical 1sSs1on Societies In
Sao Paulo in anuary, 1976 In thatt describing »where 15 mission?« he CA| attention

this (EXT, ignored Dy mMoOst other commentators (Gentes. This Was the orıgın of
the cConcept of M1SS1ONaArYy sSituations« that ould enter into the reflections of the

1SS10N Department 1n thed before Puebla. It WOU. become the substance
of Puebla 3066, which affırmed that 1CW M1SS10NaArYy sıtuatiıons called for Valnll-

gelization«. believe that this 1S the texTt that BaVC John Paul { 1 the Janguage with which
speak of the eed for specifically original evangelization of those atltfecte by changing
socio-cultural sıtuations.

1 John au other approac {O NeEe  s mi1ssionarYy sıtuations:
NOn territorial »spheres of mi1iSS10N«

The ultural dentity of those who ATe served Dy mM1sS1ONary actıvıty 15 implicit in the Council.
John Paul 11 makes it explicit (RMis 34') The pontiff CA attention not only traditional
cultures but also tO LICW socio-cultural sıtuations He speaks of three »spheres of M1SS1ON«,
territorial, social and cultural (RMis 37) What 15 interesting 15 that he considers these NOt

only C}  enges to evangelization in general, but M1SsS1ıON ad gentes in 1ts PTrODCI
For ohn Paul,; mM1ss10Nary activity Can longer be imited to the first NNOoOunNcemen of

the Gospel peoples not yel evangelized In an! from their ultural dentity. This territorial
sphere of M1sSS10Nary actıvıty 15 st  — extensive. 1t NCOMPASSC two-thirds of humanity
INOTE than four billion people, mainly, but nNOot exclusively, ın Africa anı Asıa. The PODPC
admits that this sıtuatıon ex1ists also In traditionally Christian reg1ons, like atın merica
(consider the urgent m1ss1onNary sıtuatiıon of INalıy indigenous peoples an TO-Amer-
1ican an Asıan American populations, perhaps ONeE 1r of the continent's inhabitants).

Whereas the territorial sphere 15 perduring, elated 8 people with centuries-old religions
anı cultures, these AaIc LICW sıtuat1ons, ONE »SOC1lal« an the other ycultural«. The distinc-
tiıon SCC 15 this The »Soclal sphere« refers LICW WaYS of living together of structurıng
relationships INhuman SrOUDS The »cultural sphere« refers to NCW value Systems an
NECEW WdYy> of thinking.

The first non-geographic: sphere that emands M1SS1ONAFrY actıvıty 15 that 1C. pertalns
DNCW socıial worlds an! realities. It 15 the sıtuatiıon of those human SIOUDS involved In the

phenomena of urbanization an: migration, and particularly the LICW cultures of the POOT,
the marginalized an! of youth. John Paul en dares tO affırm that big cıtlies should be »the
privileged places« of ad gentes mission oday.

The1r sphere ofad gentes M1SS10N, an the second non-territorial sphere, aIic the cul-
tural modern »Areopag1«, toward which the Churchs M1SS1ONaArY actıvıty should be
directed. modern » Areopagus« (a public meeting place) 15 the world of social COMMUNI-
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Catıon, 1C shapes and 11IUses NEW modern anı post-modern ultural models Another
» Areopagus« of the modern world 15 constituted by the phenomena of generalize diC-

11C55 John and Gaudium et Spes call them »SIENS of the times«) regarding human
rights, promotion of and children, integr1 of creation, and the culture ofpolitics,
ecoNOMI1CS and scientific investigation.

In the teaching of John Paul 1E all of these human sıtuations »spheres of M1SS10N«,
whether historic-geographical socio-cultural, demand ad gentes M1sS1ONary actıvıty. The
traditional territorial sphere refers broadly traditional cultures, the peoples ICa and
Asla and the culturally non- Western populations ofAmerica, perhaps somewhat » Christian-
ized« historically, but hardly evangelized. The NCW, non-geographica: spheres, the social
and cultural spheres, refer New cultures 1ECW cultural sıtuatlions. All of these requlire
the attention and of the M1sSS1ONary Church

1 'Iwo WaYy>S of speaking of mi1ssion
in NC  s socio-cultural sıtuatıions

believe that Pope John Paul I, In effort UIsSc NEW form of M1SS1ONArYy activity toward
those distanced from the Church because of I11CW socio-cultural an religious siıtuat1ons,
uSses [WO original WaYyS if speaking: the evangelization« of Mis number anı the

spheres« of miss1ion OT »modern reopagl« ın number 1l1e ad gentes 1Ss1on
15 directed those who dIiC » NOoOt yel evangelized« in their traditional culture 11CW cul-
tural sıtuatıon, there 1S another sıtuation, that of those who dIiIeC » 110 longer Christians«, for
whom evangelization« 15 ese aIec entire SrOUDS of aptize people ın
the countriıes ofancılent Christendom for whom Jesus 15 NOTt really important, who maıntaın
their distance from the Church and ave lost the living of Christian al

1 » New Evangelization«:
imension of 1S5SS10N actıvity ın the strict

Does this LIECECW evangelization of the dechristianized qu  X aSs mM1ss10Nary actıvıty In Its
speciflc sense? It certainly does not fit into the Category of ordinary pastoral actıvıty the
aithful who belong ature ecclesial communıiıtıies anı who aTre already committed {O
universal MI1SSION. Missionary actıvıty ın the specific 15 evangelization £ human
STOUDS whom Christ an his Gospel aTe NOoTt known anı who do not belong tO
the visible Church Some of these STOUDS A » NOT yet Christians«. Others AaTe » I10 lJonger
Christians. Because of this INalıy of Latın American missiologists AL convinced that
the evangelization« of Pope John Paul { 1 15 form of mi1ss1onary actıvıty in the
specific

16 Why department of the Vatican
{o0 promote the NC evangelization«?

IF the evangelization« 1s dimension of ad gentes M1SS1ONary activity, why 15 ıt
opportune tOo create 1CW department In the Roman curla dedicated tOo this

problematic? After all, know that the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples,
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traditionally known » Propaganda Fide«, already eX1STS, an! has existed for almost 500
Here offer SOIMNE VCLY personal OP1IN10NsS. ave WdY of owing whether they

correspond the thought Holy Father. ASs former National 1rectior Pontifical
Missıon Societlies in Bolivia 1985-89) and Past President of the International Assoclatıon
of Catholic Missiologists (2000-2004); ave had imited experlence ofdealing with that
M1sSS10Nary dicastery. viously observations aATe rather superficial, generalized an!
ubject Nnuancıng 0)8 correctlon.

What ave observed 15 that Propaganda Fide has existed principally supervise
the ecclesiastical organization an operations of the so-called »M1SS1O0N territorlies«
Its of actıon 15 vast, embracing two-thirds of humanity. It extends dozens of
Apostolic Vicarlates and Prefectures 1n certaın geographical SUC. AaSs atın mer1ca
anı the Middle East) Aas ell OVer thousand mM1ssS1O0Nary jurisdictions elevated
the cCategory of dioceses an archdioceses iın Africa, Asıla and ()ceanla. The nature of
ıts task be mostly juridical (e the namıng of bishops 1n these jurisdictions)
an economical the financing of the operations of the Church 1ın these areas). The
Congregation has inherited inevitable historical and structural burden believe
1t would be unrealistic eXpect that 1t re-orlentate itself attend the challenges
presented Dy the multitude of M1sSS1O0Nary s1ituations« that aIc nOot territorial but
rather social an cultural.

On the other hand, ave been able observe that the LICW departments of the Holy
Nee created principally after Vatıcan F the » Pontifical Councils« AI INOIC agile an bet-
ter equipped tO attend the challenges ın their particular 1e. of apostolate. ave had
direct operatıve relations with the Pontifical Councils for Promoting Christian Unity an
for Interreligious Dialogue an: indirect Ooccasional cCon with the Councils for the
Lalty, Cultures anı Justice an Peace. l have observed that the Presidents, Secretarlies anı
ystaff people« of these Councils AT chosen for their academic preparatıon an competency
In the specialization of the department.

elieve that the Holy Father, concerned about the multiple M1SS10Nary situations«
that call for evangelization«, has considered it opportune create LICW Pontifical
Council charged with responding this C  enge. Archbishop Fisichella 15 surely CI-
competent theologian an educator. The cardinals an: bishops already named
members of the Council SCCI1I tOo be qu people Surely the STa: people ll be chosen
for their competency in the 1e of evangelization.

We know that Benedict X V ike his predecessor, John Paul R has cshown in his teach-
ing ministry particular COIMCETIN for the re-evangelization of dechristianized human
SrOUDS 1in kurope. But should the call for evangelization« be imited tO that CON-

tinent‘ Is LICW department of the Vatıiıcan tOo be created for the needs of OIM  CD continent?
At present OVer 60% of the world Catholics live ın atın America, Africa an! Asıa. In
these continents the challenges presented bDy pentecostalism, the encounter with DNECW

an traditional cultures an the dialogue with other religions aIic greater challenges than
dechristianization. John Paul 11 obviously Was nNnOot thinking of limiting his CONCETN for
the evangelization« the continent of Europe. In the 1980  e he calling for
evangelization« In Latın America, in its ardor, 1n ıts methods an ın ıts CXPICS-
S10N«. fter g1ving specific definition the term iın number his m1ss1iıon Encyclical,
Redemptoris MiISs10 (see above), he insisted that evangelization« be ONEC of the three
uiding themes of the General Conference of the atın American Episcopate (Santo
Domingo, 1992). Obviously he did NOT ave the intention of limiting it tOo kurope
the phenomenon of dechristianization.
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1 Conclusion

ave tried show in these belief that the idea of the evangelization«
had its Or1g1ns In Latin American missiological reflection, an that the usSe of the term In
Puebla Wäads decisive influence the thinking of John Paul I1 have been wıtness of
the PDIOCCSS In IC all of this appened. hope that these observations and reflections
INay be of SOMNE uUuSse tO SOTINE of sisters an brothers In Church the LICW Pontifical
Council Promote the New Evangelization 15 eing set Surely this re:  1 ll ave
SOINC 1ESOTNAILICEC repercussion in the ife of OCa urches and Episcopal Conferences

Zusammenfassung
Der Beıitrag zeigt auf, dass das Konzept eliner » Neuevangelisierung« seine Wurzeln (mit
oger ubry. 1ın Lateinamerika hat un: VO  « ort aus über Puebla (1979) Johannes Paul { 1
un: spater ened1i XAVI erreicht hat Am 3 Juniı O10 gipfelte diese n  icklung, die
letzendlich in einem ezug ZUE I1 Vatikanum und dessen Missionsdekret (GJentes
steht, iın der Errichtung des Päpstlichen Rates Z Förderung der Neuevangelisierung Hre
den Jjetziıgen aps

Abstract
The article shows that the concept of evangelization« has Its FrOOTS with oger
Aubry) In Latın merica from where it eached ohn Paul 11 and later Benedict XN through
Puebla (1979) This development, 1C In the en! 15 closely elated the Second Vatican
Council an Its Decree the Mission Activity of the Church, Gentes, culminated ın
the establishment of the Pontifical Council for Promotion of the New Evangelization Dy
the Current PODC June 30, O10


