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aber nicht«. DIie Präsenz dieses Turhüters In tutzen un: seinen eigenen Wagemut
der Funktion eines Textrevisors VO  H Van- erinnern: » Wagen WITFr eın wen1g mehr, die
gelii gaudium ist leicht erkennbar, VOL allem, Inıtiative ergreifen!« (EG 24) Voraus-
WenNnn das Dokument VOoO priesterlichen setzung für die Freude des Evangeliums
Amt un VO  F der Diakonie der Frau pricht ist; dass VOIN einer barmherzigen un:
(vgl 104). angstfreien Kirche verkündet wird arm-

In einer immer och VO  - patriarchalen herzigkeit ist die dem BOsen Grenze,
Strukturen gepragten Klassengesellscha welche die angstfreie Kirche grenzenlos se1ln

lässt Diese Kirche hat Franziskus wohl VOTsteht die Ihese VOIN der gleichen Wuürde
zwischen Männern und Frauen, die aber das ugen, WenNnn uns inlädt mıiıt ihm »die
1Ur annern vorbehaltene sakramentale > Mystik« entdecken die darin liegt,
Priesteramt nicht ZUHT. Diskussion tellt, VON II eben, unls unter die anderen
vornherein unter Ideologieverdacht. Darf mischen, einander egegnen, u1lls

INan das sakramentale Priestertum auf ıne 1ın den Armen halten, unls anzulehnen,
teilzuhaben dieser WAa: chaotischenquası arbeitsteilige Funktionsebene erab-

stufen, die behauptete leiche ur enge, die sich in iıne wahre Erfahrung
VO  — Mann un Frau retiten (vgl 104)? VOIN Geschwisterlichkeit verwandeln kann,
Wenn INan die » große « Christenwürde In ıne solidarische Karawane, In ıne heilige
der: ler also der aufe, fest- Wallfahrt« (EG 87)
zumachen versucht, reproduziert INa  e
da nicht, historisch un gesellschaftlich Vom Autor eingesehene
verspatet, das höfische odell einer Übersetzung AUS dem Portugiesischen:
Feudalgesellschaft, in der die Geburt als Norbert Arntz, eve
Mann oder Frau, als Herr oder Knecht über
den est der Lebenschancen entschieden
hat?

In vielen Fragen stößt der Papst
die TeNzen des Spielraums seliner DIO-
tessionellen Freiheit. Franziskus wird darauf
achten mussen, ass der innovatorische Ihe Concept of >POOTr«
Duktus seiner freien Rede nicht In den Kon-
tinultätsneurosen kurialer Türhüter abge- 1ın Evangelii gaudium
wurgt wird. Zum eispie‘ annn nahezu miıt by Joseph ‚O1C ben SJ
Sicherheit gesagt werden, ass ein Jdext,; der
VO  - Ausdruckformen anderer Religionen
sagt, dass s1e »nicht die Bedeutung un die
Wirksamkeit der VO  — Christus eingesetzten Introduction
Sakramente« (EG 254) aben, nicht Au der
Feder VO  e} Franziskus stammt. Hier hat he peculiar feature of Pope Francis’
sich die Internationale Iheologenkomission pontificate 15 his emphasis the
selbstreferentiell eingebracht, wobei viel POOTI pOoverty. This »preferential
mehr Gewicht gehabt hätte, Gaudium et option« has been discernable through SOTILLC

Sspes mıit seiner weltkirchlichen Autorität events decisions. Pope Francıis decided
zıtieren als eben diese postkonziliare TIheo- Stay at the asa Santa Martha instead of
logenkomission (GS 2 vgl uflßnote the apostolic palace He has accepted the
199, 200). gift of 30-YCaAr old Ca  $ He cele-

Bei seinen Aufbrüchen mussen WIT brated Holy Ihursday 2013 in uvenile
aps Franziskus Urc kritische Solidaritä: Correction Center, an: washed the feet of
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ialogue. Ihe last chapter (nn 259-288)twelve inmates ON$S 1C [WO Muslim
girls. During his trıp in Brazil he visited speaks of spirit-Alled evangelizers. It 15 call
favela -sSlum- in Rio de Jane1ro He kissed for renewal with focus Mary, »mother
disfigured INan in St Peter’'s 5quare In ome of evangelization.«
These examples COU. be multiplied ad Ihe word >DOOT < aDDCAaIs 1ın NUuM-

infinitum. We COUu. V SO back his ere paragraphs, and 1S mentioned with 1ts
time the archbishop of Buenos Aires derivatives at least seventy-nıine 79) times.
SCC how this commıtment for the DOOL Was In addition, it aDPDCaIs in CVECILY part of E
expressed. a  0Ug MOST of 1t 15 ocated In chapter

four where the word an: Ifs derivative 15In this CSdY, intend o0ok af how the
notion the concept of PDOOTI 15 used an: mentioned (50) 1mes in twenty-LWwO
expressed ın the apostolic exhortation Van- 29) numbered paragraphs. At first glance,
gelii gaudium interested at [WO things. OIlEC G  > notice that the word >DOOT < 1S
SE want SCC if there 15 CONsistenCYy foremost for the DOPDC social, politic and
In the UusSC of the word > DOOT < In Francis’ eCONOMIC reality. In the next ectilon, 111
hought Second, want tO SCC whether the C {O show what meanıngs dIiIC associated

with this notion.POOI AaTC and actors the pope's thought.
have deliberately kept the notion ofpoverty

Out of the OD of this
Ihe Meanıng of y Poor« ın

The Use of OOFr Ihe us«e of the word > DOOI < Dy Francıs 1$ VC
fluid Ihe word 1S used In Varlıous sıtuations.ıIn Evangelii gaudium
In general, 1t refers individuals (see M

Ihe apostolic exhortation Evangelii gaudium 48) 57“587 123, 125 Francıs uUusSecsS it for
EG) Was released November 2013 cial SrOUDS such families, communıitıies

the solemnity of Christ the King of the natıons (nn 59'60‚ 190, 197); and vVven places
Universe. {t 15 devoted the proclamation (n 76) It 1s tied though rarely behavior
of the Gospel in today's world. Ihe docu- (nn 191, 288) Just qualifier (nn 156,
ment has 788 numbered paragraphs ivided 188) With regard tOo behavior, it has always
in S1X Ihe first part (nn 1-18), 1C| negatıve connotatıion. As PECISONS, the
15 introductory, sets the tone Dy sıtuatıng DOOTF aTe understood TOA| Category (n
the reality of evangelizing in the present Z 97) that NCOMPASSCS those who dIC

day church Ihen Chapter ONeEe ollows (nn marginalized, oppressed, exploited, eprive:
19-49), an: 15 dedicated tO the Church’s and/or experlencing ardship. TIhere AIiC

M1SS1ONArYy transformation. Chapter (nn also meanıngs such as the identification of
50-109) points out SOINEC challenges raised the DOOI SOC10-ecCcOonOMmMiI1cC such
by the Church’s communal commıtment the homeless for instance (n 189, Z

211-212), with who ATC »doubly«from the outside soclety well from
within the Church Ihe NextT chapter (nn POOT (n 212). This fluid TISEe of the notion 18
11© 17/5) focuses the proclamation of the NOot anecdotal. Whether the POOTI 15 single
Gospel. pecial attention 15 devoted the individual Communıity, influences the
homily. Chapter four (nn 175-258) weighs understanding an WaYyS ofackling the 1SSUeEe
1n the soclial aspect of evangelization. Four of pOovertYy. It demonstrates that Francıs does
dimensions aTre considered: social commıt- nNOTt have simplistic VIEW of the P OOT, 16
ment CONSCYUCHICC of the profession of AT multi-faceted. Poverty affects SrOUDS
aith,; the place of the DOOT in SOCIeTLY, the places In different WaYS the ase of women

demonstrates ItCOININON g00d and social, an social
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FOorum: » Evangelii gaudium« 135

Francis’ perception of the DOOTF 1S deeply collapsed. This undermines the credibility
religious, and takes itfs in theologica. of the invisible hand eOTY. However, {[O
VISION inspired Dy Revelation. Christ himself those who COUu. eve charges of Uu-
Was born In INaNSCI an became DOOTIF (nn nıst ideology an anti-capitalist rhetoric
186, 197-198; Cor 8:9) Furthermore;, Jesus’ against him, Francıs rejects irresponsible
praxI1s demonstrates his closeness with DOOIF populism and welfare mentality. Ihis WOULU
people (n 186) He NCn identifies with them only make the DOOI remaın assisted and
(n 209). Ihe latter afie at the heart of his not In charge of their destiny. Ihe critical
M1ISSION anı the privileged recıplents of his word here 15 » growth ‚« Economic growt.
predication (nn 48) 197). Ihey hold special has be paralleled with gro in justice
place in the heart of God who hears their (n 204). rTowt iın social Justice requiıres

(nn 187, 197); an 15 attentive their »decisions, TOSTFaMMES, mechanisms anı
emands As Francıs PDUtSs it » Jesus’ ole PIOCCSSCS specifically geared to better dis-
life, his WdY of dealing with the D OOI;, his tribution of income, the creation of SOUTCES

act1ons, his integrity, his simple daily acts of employment and ntegral promotion
of generosity, an nally his complete self- of the DOOTI « (n 204). Ihis 15 why Francis
g1VINg, 15 PreCclous an reveals the mYySstery rejects »absolute ONOMY« of financial
of his divine ife (n.265).« Ihis theologica. markets. Unless durable anı viable solu-
VIs1ion informs the reflection an: pPraxI1s of tıon 15 found the problems of the P OOTL,
the Commun1ty AT [WO levels In the arge sound ad11SWeTr the problems of the WOTF.
soclety an: within the Church ll CINECISC, SINCE inequali 15 at the FrOOTS of

In the arge socletYy, special attention mMust social ills (n 202). Ihere cannot be real
be paid the 1SSue of Justice. One must without social Justice. social System that
work eliminate structural CAausecs of DOV-- silences merely the POOT {O the
erty and promote the liberation anı integral beneft of the INOTE affluent 1S not peaceful
development of the DOOTF (nn 155-159, 199). (n 218), rather ıt fosters the domination and
Ihe virtue of solidarity plays critical role exploitation of 0)81° the other Deep
In this roJect. Solidarity puts community inside, lies the VlIslion of inclusive SOC1lety
and the dignity of ife OVer the approprIia- where CVEIYONC _the DOOTI alıke- finds
tion of g00ds bDy a few (n 188) Solidarity 1S place for themselves (n 236) Underneath,
Sp  us reaction initiated Dy »those there 15 crıtique of soclety that only g1ves

OOI the fittest, successful; anwho recognize that the social function of
property an: the universal destination of the MOst efhicient al the CXADENSC of the slow,
700ds 1C (0)881° before priıvate property« the weak anı less alented (n 209).
(n 159; Mt 25) Ihe dignity CISON and Ihe theologica. V1S1o0N impacts also the
the pursuit of the COINIMNON g0o0d should be church Jesus’ praxIis 15 the foundation for
at the heart of anı y g0o0d econOMmıIıc system the »preferential optiıon for the OOI « (nn
(n 203). For this rCcason, Francıs rejects the 198-200). Ihis option, implicit in OQOUT faith,
theory of the invisible hand that 15 suppose: calls each Christian {Oo share Jesus’ CONCETN

guide financial markets an the CCONOINY for the POOT. » Ihere 15 inseparable bond
(n 204). TIhe recent eCOoNOMIC downturn between OUTr ar an: the OOI « (n 48)
(2008) has exposed the abuses of an Without this option for the POOIL, the Gospel
and multinational corporatıions interested uns the risk {O be educed THETEe words
mainly ın making pro through reckless eing submerged Dy other Lypes of INecs-

speculation. In addition, if governments SdpCc In this WOTL. of high information (n
such the had not intervened hrough 199). Ihe DOOTF should be the first target of
financial bailouts an stimulus packages, Church’s mission (n 48) Ihe Gospel SUumMm-
the financial sphere WOU have eventually 11NONS AGT justly an show the
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136 Forum: » Evangelii gaudium«
POOF (n 194). Ihıis 15 why NC in apostolic tries, these plans failed in all the other ONeEeS

times, the key crıterion of authenticity Wäas It 15 important tO FespecCt people by aSSOCI1lat-
forget the POOI (n 195); this COIMN- ing them in designing possible solutions

mıtment for the PDOOL elps the Church not their problems. Ihey INAaYy nOot fully all
lose focus her m1ission (n 97) (:OR- the intriıcacles, but they have of what

cretely this commıtmen for the PDOOI cshould 15 g00d for them and what their priorities dIiIC

be manıifest In »privileged an preferential T5 COMMEC back Francis’ apostolic exhor-
religious CaIe« (n 200). Francıis regreits the tatıon, there 1s CaSy ALLSWECT the YJUCS-
ack of pastoral an spiritual A for the tiıon. On the ONe hand, POOTI people aD PDCal
DOOI In Man y Christian communıiıitıes (nn exercIıse SOTIIC eve of ApCNCY, and
/7OÖ, 200). Ihere 15 danger for church the other hand, they chould rely other
community »break down« if she does people’s of Justice anı generosıity.
NOTt cooperate in helping 1ImMproving POOTI the religious evel,; Francıs recogni1izes the
eople’s condition. ]hat cCommunıity will slip creativı of ordinary people Not only POOTI
»into spiritual WOTFL.  1ness camouflage Dy people aTIe ell ispose toward E (n
religious practices, unproductive meetings 200), for they csShow incredible thirst for
an emMpTtYy talk« (n 207). Francıls favors God, 16 makes them capable of heroism
actıon OVer INeTEe words, but this actıon has and sacrifice (n 123). Popular plety 1S

be discerned. Ihe Church 1s be T1Ca where the POOTI demonstrate their
sensıitive the NEW forms ofprecariousness tOo creativıty. This popular plety 15 manitest ın
be able espond appropriately (n 210). He the culture of the owly (n 124). Nonetheless,
cıtes 19281 these forms« the home- the POPC alıls notice that SOTILILC forms of
less, the l1cted, the refugees, indigenous popular plety aTre strategıes of coping before
people, elderly, orCce! migrants and people ardship, and of resisting oppression. FOor
exploited hrough human rafliıcking. instance, during charismatic PTraycrs people

aTre free Vo1lce their frustrations an anxX1-
etles, OT display ehavior that WOU. be

On the Agency of OOr People perceived as borderline outside the context
of pIayCrl.

Does the DODC SCC the POOTIF actıve pasS- the social, ecCconNOMmMI1C anı political
S1Ve eople? Ihis 15 NOTt rhetorical question. sphere, it 15 nNnOot Ca y discern the poor’'s
1f the POOTI aTiIe perceived pass1ve, the ten- ABCILCY, Ihe soclety 15 invited be atten-
enCYy 15 not integrate them In the design tive their situation (n 187), an show
of solutions supposed liberate them They Compassıon the POOTI (n 54) Al this
are HICTE recıplents of other eople’s SCI- 1S not achieved without dismantling the
erosity. Ihey dIiIC not expected to take alıy social STIruUuCcC{IuUres responsible of poverty. It
inıtlatıve, anı Just have waiılt Ihis COU. 1S nNOot clear al this eve how anı what the
ead 18 infantilizing attitude. Such people POOT COu contribute. Ihe ope's critique 15
will always rely the actıons of others. directed against Systems an: WaYys of ink-
This recalls the structural adjustment plans, ing an operatıng that benefit SOINEC aTl the
1C| werTe mposed African countries CXDENSC of INa Yy,. Namely, those structures
without consulting the civil soclety the dIe the CCONOINY of exclusion, the dolatry
OCa people whom they werTe suppose: of IMONCY, and oppressive financial 5SYS-

benefnt Plans wWerlI e esigne from Wash- tem, 16 g1ve preeminence financial
ington In the International Monetary gain OVer the dignity of the CISON, TIhere
Fund and ıIn the OF Bank how help 15 eed for CONversion that 1l pDut the
these countries tO develop themselves. Ihe human PCISON at the center of eCONOMIC,
results WCECIC obvious: from OUunN- financial and soclial However, it 15
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NOT clear who 15 suppose tOo CaILYy Out this big corporations. In the SAdILleC WdY that
task (Francis be appealing poli- recognize the poor’'s creativıty at the reli-
ticlans anı the Church at ONe point) One X10US level,; ıt 15 important apprecılate how
ing 15 SUIC«C, the POOT dIiIC NOtT SCECIHN actors they operate al the ecCcoNOMIC anı politic
f this eve It that social oppression eve It 15 OUT a  1 of reaching Out tO the
disfigures them the point that they CannOoOot POOI In the heart f their struggles church
exerclise their dSCNCY In informed WAaYy. and cCommunıity, that willl allow us Journey
Hearing their C (nn 157, 191, 193) with them, anı together devise sound stTIrate-

be the point of departure of allıYy actıon. g1es change unjust social STIruUucCcIUres and
Ihis 15 ONeEe WaYy of actıng Dy taking the DOOI CINDOWCI them al the S\adJLL1E time

the startıng point of anıy inıtlatıve. Ihe
AgCIICY of the DOOTI does nNOot surface prob-
ably because of the complexity and diversity Conclusion
of sıtuations. For instance, CISON victım
of human rafficking has VE little OOI Ihe word > DOOT < 15 polysemic word In the
challenge the system and gel Out from that mouth of Pope Francıis that Can signify the
0)8 Furthermore, the PODC 15 ell oppressed, marginalized, exploited, exciude:
that individuals’ liberty does nNOot operate In anı all those who sufter. Ihat notion 1S key

ACUUINN Human beings aTre NOT monads:;: In his apostolic exhortation 5 an: aDDCAaLS
thus, the social context affects the individual throughout. One SUTE ing 15 that Francıs
Ihis 1S critical nsight of atholıc Social does nOot ave romanticized spiritual-
eaching: human beings aTe social beings. ized idea of poverty. His VIs1on 15 that of

believer not social aCUVIS Ihe foundationWith the ofsoclal sclences, know
that the social context 15 determinant In 15 theological. Jesus 15 presented Para-
individual’s growt. an making. Hence, digm anı inspiration how relate
individuals CaNnnOoTt be abstracted from their the POOT. Ihe DOOIL aTe al the heart of his
SOc1ial context Indeed, the POOTI INaYy be ministry an he identifes with them This
disempowered due Man y factors (illit- theologica. VIS1ION influences the soclal realm

DOOI education, inabili form and the church Society must make 1LOOIN

Oorganızations, Ainancial an material dep- for the DOOI an dismantle unjust STIrUC-
rıvation, nability analyze their sıtuatiıon ures that prevent the full expression of the
and strateg1ze, struggle for daily urvival, POOT. Ihe eCONOMIC SeCtor recelves special
political Oppression), that 1n fact they INnay attention, because the ogic ofmaterial gaın
be incapable ofexerc1sing ally SOTT of ABCI1ICY eclipses the Nnalıenable dignity CrSON.
O iıght against Ooppression. Likewise, the church needs PaYyY attention

No atter the eve of an exploi- the POOTI, if she wants tO remaın consıiıst-
tatıon, the CISON retaıns dignity the ent with Christ’'s praxI1s an teaching. Ihe
POpDC acknowledges. He recogn1zes the dig- other po1n looked al Was the 1SsSue of the
nıty of the DOOTF (n 199). People INAaNaAsScC poor's ABCNCY. fit 15 obvious iın the religious

fight their WdYyS ven iın dire conditions. sphere, it 15 NOot ın the social an political
realm. It does not SCCIINMN be consideredIhe Cameroonian sociologist anı theolo-

g]lan Jean-Marc Ela (1936-2008) STresSseEeSs how ven part of the Pope's perspective. I1wo
Ooppressed STIOUDS ike an things need tO be noted First, the diversity
Organıze an strategize before Oppressive and complexity of sSıtuations mig render
social forces Ela 1994). Ela cshows how this notion irrelevant in SOTIIIC Second,
women’s investment 1ın the informal sectior human beings aTre social beings and dIiIC NOoTt
of CCONOMY in Cameroon 15 isolated dividuals:;: individual cannot be
their exclusion by the formal CCONOIMNY anı understood outside of their social, political
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135 orum » Evangelii gaudium«
and economical context. Hence, the context translated coples of this document weTeC sold
Ca TEeEIMNOVEC anı y kind of social ABCNCY from out in (0181 Korea. Also non-Christian
the individual by disempowering him OU Koreans read it ofetting

know LLOIC about the Church and theher Nonetheless, the DOOIL ST1 retaın SOMNNEC

cCapacıty fıght Marginalized groOUDS invent DODC they ook orward his visıt in the
strategles m order SUFrVIVe in hostile Counitry ın August, 2014.* Critically thinking
envıronment. S&  &. Christians In India who rarely othere:

about papa. document iın the past dIiIC qUOL-
Bibliography ing from Evangelii gaudium Ihe 1ESONAIICE

ONn S1ans 1S due the spirıt of this
FLA Jean-Marc, document, iıts style anı orlentatiıon, an the
Afrique l irruption des DAaUVICS: WaY it addresses quest1ons an 1SSUES that

AL vital for the ife and M1SS1ON of the AsıanSociete cContre Ingerence, Pouvoiır et

Argent, Parıs: Editions | Harmattan, 1994 urches Ihe document embody
FRANCIS (POPE) SOTINC of the ey-themes that 311 character-
Apostolic Exhortation » On the Procla- 1Zze the pontificate of Pope Francıs, and it
matıon of the Gospel in Today's World«, AUSUTS ell for the Asıan urches
Evangelii gaudium, November 2013 ave ar  y found documents of bish-
http //wwwi.vatıcan.va holy_father / ops conferences eing quoted In papal WT
francesco/apost_exhortations/ documents Ings, and Was overjoyed SCC statement of
papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_ atholıc Bishops Conference of India cited
evangelii-gaudium_en.htm when the DODC speaks of inter-religious dia-
accessed March 2 2014|]. Ogue; Brazilian Bishops conference when

he speaks of poor and pDOVverTY; an the Bish-
ops Conference of the Philippines, when
speaking of environmental 1SsSues. TIhere d1iIC

references also the and other bishops
conferences. In this WAdY, it that
Pope Francis 1s giving concrete expression
the truth that the universal Church 15 madeEvangelii gaudium of O0Ca urches whose Volces need {OReflections from Asia be listened He 15 probably ringing

Dy elix Wilfred close the discussion the relationship of
the 0Ca church and the universal Church
In the interpretation of Vatican {1 IC
has been for SOINEC 110 hot point

he Tes alr Pope Francıs has brought of debate {t WOU. SCCI1I that the PODC 15
into the Church OWS also hrough questioning the claim that »the universal
his apostolic exhortation Evangeliti Church 15 ontologically and temporally priıor

gaudium, ollow-up the yno of Bish- the OCa church«.* Ihe position of Pope
ODS held In October ”012. Used eading Francıis be that both 0cCa Church
the heavy and CIrCultous pontifical docu- and universal Church ex1st simultaneously
ments; COUu. NOTt but be struck Dy Pope and there 15 question of speaking about
Francis’ simple an direct Janguage priority. In this WdY, PODC STtems the trend of
reflection of his ()W! PCISON and style For bringing back the Roman centralism quite
number of I1CasSOIls, Evangelii gaudium 15 CONtrary tO the spiırıt anı teachings of Vatı-

Cal I1 Confirmation of this 1S the fact that hefinding gran welcome IMN Aslans, S1gN
of IC 1s that within [WO weeks 25 OO  S presented himself rig from the time ofhis
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