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and economical context. Hence, the context translated coples of this document weTeC sold
Ca TEeEIMNOVEC anı y kind of social ABCNCY from out in (0181 Korea. Also non-Christian
the individual by disempowering him OU Koreans read it ofetting

know LLOIC about the Church and theher Nonetheless, the DOOIL ST1 retaın SOMNNEC

cCapacıty fıght Marginalized groOUDS invent DODC they ook orward his visıt in the
strategles m order SUFrVIVe in hostile Counitry ın August, 2014.* Critically thinking
envıronment. S&  &. Christians In India who rarely othere:

about papa. document iın the past dIiIC qUOL-
Bibliography ing from Evangelii gaudium Ihe 1ESONAIICE

ONn S1ans 1S due the spirıt of this
FLA Jean-Marc, document, iıts style anı orlentatiıon, an the
Afrique l irruption des DAaUVICS: WaY it addresses quest1ons an 1SSUES that

AL vital for the ife and M1SS1ON of the AsıanSociete cContre Ingerence, Pouvoiır et

Argent, Parıs: Editions | Harmattan, 1994 urches Ihe document embody
FRANCIS (POPE) SOTINC of the ey-themes that 311 character-
Apostolic Exhortation » On the Procla- 1Zze the pontificate of Pope Francıs, and it
matıon of the Gospel in Today's World«, AUSUTS ell for the Asıan urches
Evangelii gaudium, November 2013 ave ar  y found documents of bish-
http //wwwi.vatıcan.va holy_father / ops conferences eing quoted In papal WT
francesco/apost_exhortations/ documents Ings, and Was overjoyed SCC statement of
papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_ atholıc Bishops Conference of India cited
evangelii-gaudium_en.htm when the DODC speaks of inter-religious dia-
accessed March 2 2014|]. Ogue; Brazilian Bishops conference when

he speaks of poor and pDOVverTY; an the Bish-
ops Conference of the Philippines, when
speaking of environmental 1SsSues. TIhere d1iIC

references also the and other bishops
conferences. In this WAdY, it that
Pope Francis 1s giving concrete expression
the truth that the universal Church 15 madeEvangelii gaudium of O0Ca urches whose Volces need {OReflections from Asia be listened He 15 probably ringing

Dy elix Wilfred close the discussion the relationship of
the 0Ca church and the universal Church
In the interpretation of Vatican {1 IC
has been for SOINEC 110 hot point

he Tes alr Pope Francıs has brought of debate {t WOU. SCCI1I that the PODC 15
into the Church OWS also hrough questioning the claim that »the universal
his apostolic exhortation Evangeliti Church 15 ontologically and temporally priıor

gaudium, ollow-up the yno of Bish- the OCa church«.* Ihe position of Pope
ODS held In October ”012. Used eading Francıis be that both 0cCa Church
the heavy and CIrCultous pontifical docu- and universal Church ex1st simultaneously
ments; COUu. NOTt but be struck Dy Pope and there 15 question of speaking about
Francis’ simple an direct Janguage priority. In this WdY, PODC STtems the trend of
reflection of his ()W! PCISON and style For bringing back the Roman centralism quite
number of I1CasSOIls, Evangelii gaudium 15 CONtrary tO the spiırıt anı teachings of Vatı-

Cal I1 Confirmation of this 1S the fact that hefinding gran welcome IMN Aslans, S1gN
of IC 1s that within [WO weeks 25 OO  S presented himself rig from the time ofhis
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election the Bishop of ome Ihe POPC 1S Was alnıng MOMeEeNTLUM ON$ INanıy rig.
eading back the EXPEMENEE of the early wWıng catholic STFOUDS an! mMOovements Such
Church anı Its communlon of urcnes development Was threat the thinking

Ihere 1s also subtext the document. of the Federation of Aslan Bishops Conter-
Ihe DODC Wants liberate the Church from FABC) 16 had eclare: already
its self-absorption an: self-referential 11al- in 1ts VC rst eneral aSSCMDIY In Taipei
CI1ISSısSm 1C he has often commented (1974) the iımportance of jalogue with the
quite harply. {t 15 al the FrOOT of the CXAS- POOT, along with dialogue with cultures an:
gerated importance gıven {O the defense religions Fortunately, hear forceful
of orthodoxy ven when that SCS against reafirmation of the option for the DOOT in
human dignity and basic human rights. Pope the words of Pope Francıs. » want Church
Francıls Wants the Church {O take 1ts SaZC 1C 15 POOTF and for the OI« (no 198) He
from 1ts instıtutions, sStructures, maınte- COU. NOT be LNOTEC clear than this He SOCSH

an bureaucracy, anı direct it the Ven urther consider the DOOF nNnOoTt SIMpIY
larger WOr. anı its 1SsSues. No wonder that object of evangelization, but those who
the INanner he communıicates makes Y1S- COUu evangelize
t1an al NOot much atter of doctrinal Ihe pope’'s position 15 extremely clear and
urıty, but crucial an challenging 1Ssue emphatic also when he relates the POOI an
of rig pPrax1s In the midst of conflicts, the Gospel. (One COUuU. hear the echo of Jesus’
contradictions an ambiguities that real beatitudes when Francıls U, » Ihe L1CW

ife and human history present. )>I prefer evangelization 15 acknowledge the Savıng
Church « SdyS the PODC, »which 15 bruised, W in their Ithe pOoOr| lives anı put
hurting an dirty because it has been Out them al the centre of the Church’s pilgrim

the Areets; rather than Church 16 WAdY. We dIeC called find Christ in them, {tO
end OUT VO1CeSs their Causes, but also15 unhealthy from eing onfined and from

clinging 1ts OW securIıty. More than be their friends, tO listen them, spea.
Dy fear of go1ng aStray, IMY hope 15 that for them an tO embrace the mYyster10us
will be moved by the fear of remalnıng chut wisdom IC God wishes share with
up within structures IC g1ve alse hrough them«. For INn this 15 OIlC of MOST

of securıty. C< (no 49) Ihis chift from inspiring and challenging of Van-
self the WOTId, from doctrine praxI1s, gelii gaudium Aslan Christians when they
creates the rig. environment an mood to ear these words CAaNNOT but be inspired for
spea. of evangelization. the work of evangelization.

Ihe reliving an: re-formulation of Pope Francis introduces CaveaLl, namely
love and solidarity with the POOTF bDy the the option for the DOOTF 15 a(011 to be identifed

with serles of actıvıtles 1ın their favour. HeChurch Was epitomized ın the aX10M »option
for the OOI «., It oun ardent elaboration SCCS5 the POOTF hrough the theological lens
ın the Latin American assemblies of edel- the addressee and eneflciaries of the Kingdom
lin and Pueblo Uption for the PDOOIF Was of God Ihe POOTI have their OW)] dignity and
inspiration for the involvement ofChristians
all OVer the WOT. for the of Justice Pope enNedIC coul not make anYy
and defense of human rights. It mean also Visit LO Asıa during hIs pontificate when nhe

challenge OWCTIS that oppressed the made Journeys outside taly, including
IWO LO Latın America and IWO LO Afri-

POOrFr and marginalized them But option ence al  S papa!l visit LO Asıa nas
evoked much attention n the continent.for the POOT, due Varlous developments 2 This IS hat the Congregation Tor

in the Church, Was circumvented ın the Doctrine OT Faith sald In ItS document In
992 Some Aspects of the Church nder-past decades an its force Was tempered sStood Communion. EexXxt In Originsespeci  y Dy the anti-liberation trend that June 25, 992 10  =12, 109
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they AT be OVEe.: and appreciated »IN their 15 only normal that, given the style of
go0odness, In their experlence of life, In their exXerc1sing his papa. M1NISTTY, POPC Francıis
culture, and ın their WaYys of living« (no 199). g1ves due importance dialogue. In fact, he
We the POOI nNOot SIMDILYy because they AdIiIC SCC5S5 ife an: Christian ex1istence Journey
indigent, but because »he she 15 beautiful and pilgrimage imagerl1es close Asılıan
above and beyond 1IHNETe AaPPCATANCCS« ibid.) WaYy of ife and hought It 15 Journey In
Here 1S precisely the difference, according 1C Church eeps dialoguing with INanYy
the DODC, between authentic understandings partners. He identifes three maJjor of
of the option for the DOOIF and nds of jalogue for the Church jalogue with
ideologies that take advantage of rhetoric the with the soclety and with peoples
the DOOI SCIVC their interests. of other religious traditions. AIl these three
in has become OPDCI Held for the free forms dIeC of extremely iımportant for the

play of market an: liberal CCONOMY. I; has Asian urches For example, the conflict
pawned forms of inequality. and struggles the urches undergo, the
point of strength ın this document 15 sıtuation of eing m1norıity an the qUeS-
1ts clear stand CCONOINY an 1ts trench- tion of religious tTeedom make dialogue with
antly critical denunciation of the capitalist the an: politic forces of paramount
system uelled Dy the spirıt of competition importance In Asian countries. Ihe docu-
IC continues create inequalities of all ment speaks of social dialogue
nds Ihe document uses strongest words oday for building > and about CCU-

GE S11 this System. Pope SayS that the menical dialogue ON Christians.
capitalist EeCONOMIC system 15 murderous. viously, dialogue with peoples ofother
» Just the commandment 'Ihou chall nOoTt faiths ASSUu11165 importance In s1a In
I1« sets clear limit 1n order safeguard the context of its rich religious pluralism.
the value of human life, oday also have Hence there 15 lot of expectation from the

Sa y y»thou NO< CCONOINY of document. But then INa y Asians ould feel
exclusion and inequality. Such CCONOINY certaın disappointment about the paragraphs
Ils HOow Ca  - it be that it 15 NOoTt L1CWS dealing with inter-religious ialogue. Ihe
ıtem when elderly homeless CISON dies PODC turns only when speaking of
of9but ıt 15 1EeCWS when the stock Islam and refers O the faith-convictions of
market loses {OW pOoints?« (No 53) Ihe DODC its adherents. We do nNnOot find such CONcrete-
15 also critical of the »trickle-down« eory 155 towards other religions. Surprisingly
that assumıes that iIncrease of Wwe. will there 15 ven mention of Hinduism, Bud-
slowly (0)881° beneft the POOI and ring ism, Daoism, OT of primeval religious Ira-
about Justice. Ihe POPC knows from his OW ditions. Ihe PDODC CXDICSSCS the iımportance
down earth experlence in Latın merica of inter-religious dialogue but the treatment
that UT world 15 full of inequalities of ra- of the question V ep Pope probably
ditional and modern extraction. Ihe current reflects the estern general mood of interes
eCcOoNOMI1C system reinforces those nequali- for Islam because of the social and politi-
t1es an: makes them MOST Oppressive; 1t 15 cal quest1ons 1t en  » especially with ıts
damnation the DOOTI anı offers them increasing 1n the traditional Y1S-
hope. No wonder that such plain speaking t1an countries. Ihere 15 also probably dearth
Dy the POPC has provoke negatıve ecrıiticısm of interest In other world-religions In the
from libertarian Catholics especi  Yy ın the context of the Roman Curl1a, INaYy be due tOo
S Samuel regg, Marılan Tupy, ack ofsufhcient owledge about them Ihey
S1ir1Cco anı thers) who C reconcile the remaın somewhat exotic for INa y estern-
social teachings of the Church with the free CIS5 and far emoved from their day day
market and ıts philosophy.” religious experlence. Moreover, comıng from
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the atın American continent, the PODC 15 developed countrıies an ONCE colonized Dy
NOLT sufficiently exposed the experlences of the European OWCIS. For the rst time
other religious traditions. other religions, hear unambiguous and non-territorial
except Islam, become simply »non-Christian understanding of mI1ss1o0n. Evangelization
religions« without forms and In the WdY Evangelii Gaudium has

Further, the interreligious dialogue 15 SsCECHN centre and periphery. Its centre 15
INOTIEC from pragmatıc po1n of and everywhere an 1ts periphery 15 nowhere. In
harmony. We WOU. expect greater theo- other words, it 15 mission from anywhere
logical ep ere relating these religious everywhere anı In CVELY continent and
traditions God an revelation an indeed Dy the entire people of God wherever
CCONOINY of salvation. Ihe question 15 nNOot they be Reading the document, there 15
really SONC into. In 254 WE ear only of relief that Aslans aIic not tied
faint echo of INOTE robust recognıtion of aITOW an territorially defined Roman
this 1n SOINC of the earlier Roman docu- conception ofm1ssıon with1C they could

such as Redembptoris Miss1o0 iın which not reconcile themselves. ven Ecclesia In
Pope ohn Paul 11 spoke of the Asıa for example BaVC the impression of
and actıvıty of the spirıt nNnOoTt only in indi- MmM1iss1ıon eing mposed the Aslans, and
viduals but also In »soclety an history, they WeItc old what they do It stated,
peoples, cultures an! religions Indeed, »Just AS with the rst millennium the
the spiırıt 15 al the orıgın of the NO ideals Was planted the soil of Europe an in the
and undertakings IC benefit humanity second that of the Americas anı! Africa,

1ts Journey through history«.“ In short, Cal pray that In the Third Christian
while what Pope Francıs has to Say about the millennium r  a harvest ofal will be
DOOI and finds immediate reaped in this vast an! vital continent«”
with Asian Christians, they WOU. find the Here Asıja 15 viewed simply Meld of

treatment of what for them 1s of Christian harvest, otally de-historicized
an de-contexualized. No wonder this sSTate-equally important COMNCCHI; namely inter-

religious dialogue, sSer10us limitation of ment became object of CONLroVerSy ON$
this document. nationalists anı peoples of other religious

To conclude, the whole, the traditions in Asla who suspected about still
of this document dealing with the 1SSue of ingering Christian ambitions of religious
evangelization 15 something VeC.g- domination.® Evangelii Gaudium aAaPDPCaIs
Ing, and the WdY it addresses 1SSUeSs irectly be document evangelization that allows
without LOO much doctrinaire PTFEOCCUDA- Aslans themselves be actıve agents contex-
tions makes it inspiration for the Asian tually involved ın the work ofevangelization

1 15 ocused the Good News thepeoples well for g10 Christianity. Ihe
optimism an hope the document exudes POOT. Such approac evangelization
are V welcome in Asıa an 15 OUN! brings JOYy Asians it lets them approprIi-

touch the hearts an minds of Asıan ate xr anı commMuUuniIlicate ıt ın the Asıan
Christians. Asian theologians ould find WaYy an gel rooted in the SO
vindicated their posıtion evangelization.

Unfortunately, for LOO long, ven in this
post-coloni period, under different DON- SeEe for example the critique OT
tihcates Asians WeTiTC given understanding Samuel| In 'atıona: Review online,

NOV. 2013of mission 1C) Wäas conditioned by the Redemptoris MISSIO,
olonial times for example when mission b Feclesia n S/QG NO.  ü

6  ) CT. Arun SHO Harvesting OQUr OQUIS.Was viewed actıvıty of the Church Missionarlies, eır Design, elr Claims,
ON the people who live In the under- 2006.
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