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he Bishops-Ulama Conference
(earlier Forum) Was formed
iın November 1996 ın the Philippines.

brings together religious eaders uslım
and Christian communıiıtıies from all OVer

Mindanao, the second argest island in the
Philippines. includes bishops of theO
lic Bishops Conference of the Philippines,
members of the ama League of the
Philippines, and bishops of the National
Council of urches of the Philippines.

present, the BUC’s COMNLVCIHNOIS, 1IC-
senting the three religious groupings AaTrTe

Archbishop Fernando Capalla, past alr-
INa  - of the CBCP Episcop Commission

Inter-religious Dialogue; Dr. Salipada
amayo, representing the VERP: and Bishop
Hilario Gomez, ITı of the (B

From iıts inception, the BUC has ocused
the spiritual bases ford from both

uslim and Christian religious traditions,
grounde: ın the belief iın OIl  M God, COIN-

I11O0O or1gın an COININOIMN destiny for
ven 4S the government an warrıng

SrOUDS PUrsuc »genulne, comprehensive,
anı astıng PCACEC« hrough politic TrTeatıies
an SOC10-eCONOMIC development, the bish-
OPS an! ulama focus »the m1ssıng COIN-

ponent iın Man Yy efforts
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afırmation of the convergent spiritual an t10n, there WeIC also the killings of Bishop
cultural bases for PCACC. « Ben de eSsus; OMI, iın front of his cathedral

Ihus, organızatıon of religious ead- In Jolo In February 199 /; Fr. Rhoel Gallardo,
CIS, the BUC has 1ts princip objective the GCMFPF;, In Basilan in May 20003 Fr. enjJamın
authentic understanding of the Christian InocencIlo, OMI;, In Sulu In December 2000);
an Islamic faiths 1C teach COINMMON and Fr. Rufus Halley, M5S55SC, In anao0 de]l Sur
moral an spiritual values that AdIiC consid- In August 0001 Ihe MOST recent have been
ered essential elements of justice and the killings of Fr. Rey Roda, OMI;, In aW/Il-
for the full development of soclety. Nnder- tawı In 008 an! of Fr. Pops JTentorIio, PIME,
pinning these 15 the value of respectful In Maguindanao INn 2010

an friendly dialogue WwNIiıch, despite Man y
obstacles, 15 the only human and asting WdYy
of arrıving at conflict resolution. » War an! the PFrOCCcSS

oing beyond individual incidents, there
ialogue meetings WeIC maJor events affecting the DIO>

Cess5 in particular, the declaration ofI-ou
()ver the past seventeen YCAaIsS, the BUC has Wäarlr agalınst the Moro slamic Liberation
held dialogue meet1ings quarterly ron Dy President Joseph Estrada In pril-
OT semi-annual basis In Varlous cıtles ın July [01010) Ihis resulted In major dislocations
Mindanao. Ihese inter-cultural an inter- of predominantly Muslim communıitıies in
religious jalogues have been carried out In central Mindanao. Ihe atmosphere for

atmosphere of CNNCSS, mutual respect, Was urther louded during the SaJmnle
an growing familiarity ON partıcıpants period by the NnNOtor10us kidnappings of fOr-
an their representatives. Normally the dia- e1ign anı ocal PCISONS by the Abu Sayyaf,
logues ring together 40-60 partıcıpants extremist bandit operatıng mostly
representing the three religious bodies In the chain of slands stretching from Basilan
between the larger meet1ings, Iripartite tOo Tawi-Tawi In the southernmost part of
Commission composed of three to four the Philippines. Elements Abu Sayyaf
members from each of the religious bod- werTrTe pursued Dy the military after they -  ed
1es Meets PreCDare the agenda for future of their last three hostages, American
gatherings. Christian M1SS1ONary an ilipina

At ONeE time OT another, the dialogue In 2002, widespread violence erupted
meetings have ouched [WO eneral OMNCE INOTEC In Central Mindanao under the

administration of President Gloria Maca-Ihe first aIeca COVEIS5 the spiritual dimen-
S10NS of dialogue such AS the bases for pagal-Arroyo. TIhousands of internally dis-

from the an the Koran; the placed PCISONS, fleeing the nıghting between
special place of Mary and aryam ın both government forces an the Moro Islamic
scriptural COoOu. and the goals ofconflict Liberation Front, sought helter ıIn Uu-
resolution. atıon centers

Ihe second ICa COVEeIS Current JIhe mMoOst recent outbreak of violence
arısıng from the oNgoling PTOCCSS. took place in August 2008 OVeTr the abrupt
Ihese nclude Varlous CY1SIS points such cancellation of the Memo of Agreement
the kidnappings of Msgr. Desmond Hart- Ancestral Domain MOA-AD) between the
ford, M5SSC, In 199/; Fr. Luclano Benedetti,; government anı MILF panels. Armed COIMN-
PIME, in 1998; and Fr. iuseppe Pierantoni, flict erupted In Lanao del Norte an: Central
dC}: In October 2001-April 20025 an Fr. Mindanao, agaln displacing Man y Muslim
Giancarlo Boss]\, PIME, in June 200 /. In addi- an Christian COMMUNITLIES
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It 1S perhaps during periods of OPCNH COI- 7006 In the Name of the Almighty, God of
flict and violence that the Bishops-Ulama Harmony, are for the ar
Conference has played ıts key role by 200 / Building Bridges of Peace with OUTr

providing neutral forum where Joint e- Peace Ofhicers
men agalnst violence have had moderat- 2008 Integri of Heart an Mind, Way
ing effect. Ihe BD& has also stressed that Reconciliation and eaCce

2009 Ihink Mindanao, Feel Mindanao,the conflict Cannot be viewed d religious
Wal; that aCtTts of extremist STOUDS ike the Bring eaCce Mindanao
Abu Sayyaf AaTIe »un-Islamic;« and that both 2010 Responsive anı Responsible GJ0vern-
Muslim and Christian communıitıes Call help He KeYy eace; Development
ring about culture of an Sustainability

2011 Common Word Between Us and You
Ove of God, OVe ofeighbor

Peace advocates C 2 OVe of God and OVe of eigh-
bor Challenge for Mindanao

Since 1999,;, the Bishops-Ulama Conference 2013 Dialogue an Hope OUT KeYy Peace
has sponsored yearly Mindanao Week
of Peace startıng the last TIhursday of In addition the Mindanao-wide dialogues,
November an ending the rst ednes- bishops and ulama ave also engaged in sub-
day ofDecember. For Christians, this COVEIS5 regional inter-faith meetings In the cıties of
the first Sunday of Advent,; special SCAason Zamboanga, Cotabato, Davao, Cagayan de
of prayer. For Muslims, this INay also O1lN- ÖOro, Marawlı, agadian, eic. In these ocal-
cide with the Holy SCasOon of ama  an ized gatherings, religious eaders includ-
Ihe week of has been able ing pastors, prlests, an imams, well
widespread upport the youth, Y1S- eaders of the indigenous people COMMUNIN-
tlans and Muslims alike, well Varlous t1es AaTrTe able ddress ocal 1SSUEeSs LLNOTEC

ectiors In different CoOomMMUNILES throughout readily.
Mindanao. It has confirmed the CONvıction mong the significant milestones during
that the Vvast majority of Mindanaoans aIiIc the 1 of exıstence of the BUG Ad1iC the
for ollowing

Ihe annual celebration of the ind-
Listed below aIiec the Varlous themes selected A4NaQO Week of Peace involving religious,
each yYCal for the Mindanao Week of Peace: CIVIC, an government ectors Ihe number

of SIOUDS anı inıtlatıves has been
1999 Healing the Past, Building the Future increasıng OVer the
2000 Mindanaoans ogether Towards Ihe Iripartiteou Camp, held CVCLY

Culture of Peace during the first decade of the BU  ©
2001 Peace: Sharing the Vision of Hope Ihis gathere 200 300 Muslim, Christian

an: Unity an! Indigenous People youths for five-day
2002 Peace Ihrough Reconciliation: ind- CaIlnpD experlence, resulting in inter-cultural

d11a0ans Seeking Common Ground friendships INyou eaders from Varı-
2003 Healing Ihrough Forgiveness: OUS al of Mindanao.

Key tOo Ola Human Development BUC ssembly that nNnCcIlude for the
2004 Reconciled amily, gen of Rec- first time WIVeSs an hildren of the Protes-

onciliation tant bishops an Muslim ulama AS well
2005 Millennium evelopment Oals Focolare partıcıpants. Ihree days WeIC

Women an ılaren A Partners In 1n discussing how the families could Ssupport
Peace Building the actıvıtlies of the conference.
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significant Sympos1ium aryam Forum for Peace in September 2007
In the Qur an an Mary iın the e) 4S IN partiıcıpants coming from the BUG,
explained by Muslim anı athnOolıc theo- TmMe Forces of the Philippines anı Phil-
logian. Both SrOUDS manifested meanıng- ippine National Police. This highlighted the

COMNSECINSUS the exalted position of the role of the military in peacebuilding efforts,
mother of Jesus Christ Isa, the Prophet, particularly ın the romotion of human
In both sacred scriptures an her role d OUT rights.
Mother of Peace. Ihis Wäadas held in Cagayan 11 Multi-Sectoral and Cross-Regional
de Oro August 2001; during the 16 Community Consultation the Mind-

ANaO Peace Process in 9-2 IhisBUC general assembly.
Ihe historic gathering of the 1rs Mindanao-wide projJect Was sponsored Dy

Asıan Bishops-Ulama Conference the BUC after the collapse of the Memo
August 15Z 2003, In Manila. This Wäas of Agreement Ancestral omaın In
attended Dy 12 Christian an Muslim reli- August 008 Ihe OUutcome of the consul-
g10US eaders from J countrıies In Asia. atlons, called Konsult Mindanao, wWwerTe

Ihey discussed the theme, »Seeking Peace summarized 1n S1IX platforms for Peace in
an Development through Authentic Mindanao: Sincerity, Security, Sensitivity,
Christian an Muslim ialogue of Life In Solidarity, Spirituality, an Sustainabil-
Asja.« One of the maın resolutions Was Ity. In Joint statement (Ict 1. 202
extend the experlience of the BUC other everal bishops of Mindanao referred
Asıan countrIıies. these S1X G’'s 4S their continumng tasks ın

focus by the „g8gth General ssembly supporting with »vigilant optim1ısm« the
the theme, » Women andou Partners recently-signed Framework Agreement

In Peacebuilding.« For the rst time the the Bangsamoro.
BUC partıcıpants we doctrinal 1SSUES VIS1 Dy BUC delegation, COMPTIS-
an arrived surprisingly r COMNSECNSUS ing bishops, ulama, and government ofl!
importan teachings of both Christianity cials, to Islamabad in January O10 Upon
anı Islam Ihis COMNSCIISUS Wäas facilitate. invıtatıon of the Pakistani government, the
Dy the atmosphere of that had been BUC delegates WEIC as share their
established IMthe members of the CONn- inter-faith experlence with their Counter-
ference. 1in Pakistan Ihe Context for 1nter-

Ihe holding of the. Indonesia-Mind- religious jalogue ere Was reversed with
88010 Bishops-Ulama Network IMBUM) maJjority uslim population aspırıng
August 15-16, 2005, In Gen Santos City. From reach Out minor1ty religious an ethnic
Indonesia, three ulama, three atholıc bish- communıities.
OPS an L[WO Protestant eaders responded

the BUC iInviıtation share OUT dialogue
eXpeEHENCE: Areas of collaboration between Prospects
the [WO countries WEeEeIC explored.

Peace Consultation October 9-10, Recognizing the value of inter-religious dia-
2006, 1n Davao. the request of the logue and the crucial role of religious eaders

7 Moro Islamic Liberation Front’'s ıIn sıtuations of conflict, the Philippine gOV-
Peace anel, the BUC Convenors invited ernment in past has provided ogisti-
key Mindanao eaders this consulta- cal upport the BUC through the fhice

of the Presidential Assistant for the eacetiıon Ihe PUrpOSC Wäas ring back the
negotlating the [WO panels LTESUTNEC Process. Ihe BUC also recelves upport from
thedtalks that had been talled the other donor STIOUDS and from Varıo0us ectors
1ssue of ancestral domain. including the academe anı media. In this
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