
Las (asas remembered:
the sooth Anni1versary of the Stru le
for the Human Rights of the atıve People
of the AÄAmericas
Von avid M. Traboulay

Abstract SumarıioZusammenfassung
Lang und anstrengend WarTr der Ihe Hattle IC Bartolome de La UC| de Bartolome de Las
ampfT, den Bartolome de Las |as (asas Tought tor the rights ( asas VOT 10S erechNos de 10S
(asas Tür die Rechte der Inge- OT the IndIgenOus people of amerindios Tue larga dura,
borenen MerıKas auSTOC merıica and IC determined convirtio Q| leIitmotIV de
und der sern en malsgeblich NIS |ıte n deciIsive WaYy Was vida ero Tue siempre
bestimmte Doch das WaTrT ONg and nhard But that VWas nOoTt ası Como encomendero, fue
NIC| ımmer unacns Tell always the (d5e AT Irs he Wdads$s primero mISsSmMO de|
des Kolonlalsystems und selbst Dart OT the colonial system and siıstema colonial; despues de
encomendero, dann wachge- hımselTt encomendero. Then, er SIdO despertado DOT ]
Uüttelt UrC| Fray Montesinos having Heen Jolted awake DYy sermon de advıento de FraYy
Adventspredigt und »be- Fra Montesino’s Advent Ssermon Montesino de »CONVertirse «
ehrt« UrCc die ektüre VOTI and »CONverted« Dy the eading al leer FECIO AL ZOSTZ dedica

vida I0S amerindiosSIr 34,20-21, widmet el seIn OT SIr A 20—23. nhe dedicated
en den indigenas autf den nIS |Te the Indigenas diferentes nıveles: COl experl-
verschiedensten Fbenen mMit varlety OT ‚evels’ Itn MmMentOs colonilales de evangelli-
Kolonlalexperimenten Tür ried- colonial experiments tor e- zacion Dacitica; Iıuchando DOT
IC| Mission, Im Rıngen TUl mMission, DY struggling Tor mejorar las leyes coloniales
gesetzliche Verbesserung ihrer egal Improvement OT elr SITU- (Leyes Nuevas) Ia situacion
Situation (Leyes Nuevas), Del atıon (Leyes Nuevas), and n de 10S amerindios; (Ol) isputas
theoretischen Auseinander- theoretical isputes (as ith teoreticas (p.e COl Sepulveda
setzungen wıe mıit Sepulveda Sepulveda n Valladoli Ihe Valladolil Tambien
In Valladoli uch die ISSUEe concernIng African slaves expreso sobre E cuestion de I0S

VWas also discernible The articie esSCIavOos atrıcanos. artiıculoder alrıkanischen klaven Klingt
Der Beltrag ass zudem lets VOICeS Irom the 20tN and deja OIlr ademas autores de I0S

tmmen aUuUs dem 20./21. Janr- 21ST centuries E TOdOroOV, SIgIos X X] (T. Todorov,
undert Wort kommen Gutierrez) have elr >aYy Gutierrez) recuerda ]
OdOTrOV, G. Gutierrez und well and calls ind the DO- potencla| de DaZ dial0go QUE
erınnert das n en und entlal Tor and lalogue contiene E obra de LAas Casas
Werk LAas (7A656! llegende In this day and dYEC IC| lJes In Dala NUeSTrOS dias.
Potential für rieden und Dia- the ıTe and work OT L as ( ASas Conceptos claves
10G In der eutigen Zeit Keywords Bartolome de Las Casas
Schlüsselbegriffe Bartolome de . as (Öasas erechos numanos

Bartolome de |as (asas sistema de encomiendahuman rights
Menschenrechte encomienda-system evangelizacion (pacifica)
encomienda-System (peaceTul) Issıon Disputa de Valladolid

asclavitud(Triedliche Evangelisation dispute OT Valladolid
Disput Von Valladolid the slave ISSUEe
Sklaventrage

3  - ahrgang 2015 252 249



LAas (’aASas remembered 232

Ihe Influence of T1lar Montesinos an the Dominicans

ugus 1 > 1514, Fray Bartolome de Las ( asas SAVC SCITI1L1ON denouncing the
encomienda INSLILULION that Was leading the destruction of the natıve
peoples of the Indies and announced that he had renounced the encomiendas that

he owned. From that day until his ea 1n 1566 he dedicated his ife building INOVEC-

ment end the inJustice of Spanish imperial rule OVeL the Indians. Ihe doctrine f human
rights has captured the moral imagination oday. Some scholars the Or1g1ns of the
human rights the enlightenment and democratic revolutions of the 18©
century. But it 15 w1ser analyze historical mMoOovements for Justice in the service ofhuman-
1ty separately with VIEW of learning from each in order provide seful insights tOo

improve OUT OW) Vers1i10ns of human rights.“ Michael Sievernich has presented evidence
that the cConcept of human rights appeare for the first time in 1552 ın work Dy Fray
Bartolome de Las (asas 1n HC he argue against the injustice of slavery agalnst the
indigenous peoples of America anı Africans the rounds that they possessed fully »the
human rights of freedom, ife and equality, aSse: FreasON, natural law, and the command-
ment oflove. «> lhis study that the struggle for Justice for the indigenous peoples
of America by Fray Las (asas anı members of his mMovemen 15 significant and exemplary
nNnOot only understand the uropean discovery and indigenous peoples of
America at the dawn of modern historYy, but also throw much needed 1g how

1881 1E  s institutions strengthen the ideals f human rights 1n OUTr contemporary
globalized WOFTr.

Ihe narratıve of the Lascaslan mMoOovemen for Justice egan with the majestic SCIINON of
FTray Anton de Montesinos in December 1511, proclaiming the humanity of the indigenous
eoples of the newly discovered Indies and condemning the atrocıties perpetrated Dy
Europeans before audience of the powerful elite of colonists and conquistadors ın Santo
Domingo We mMust be rateful Fray Las Casas for preserving for poster1 selection of
the [WO CIINON\NS ofFray Montes1inos in his Histor1a de Las Indias. Details of the ife ofFray
Montesinos dIiC SCa but, in order understand the universal significance ofhis SCTIINON,
it will be use g1ve TYTOA| picture of 1ts context Ihe majJjor significance
of FTay Montesinos’ »VO1lCe shouting In the wilderness« lies, arguabily, in ıts stırrıng of COMN-

SclenNCes ofLas (asas and others In becoming of the terrible human cost the lives
of the indigenous people of the Americas from the Spanish CONquesIS, raisıng INOIC VO1Ces
against the imperial System, and uilding mMOovemen end the injJustice and cruelty.“

Bartolome de LAS Hıistoria do, OrS) Pietschmann und Michael Bondage. Review OT INn Jack-
de LAaSs Indıas. dicion de Agustin MIL- Sievernich S UÜbersetzungen Vorn/N burn’'s American rucıble Slavery,

LO LewiIs MexIico TUNO Pockrandt und Henrik Wels, Emancipation, and uman Rights, In
19806, 3C LXXVIN-LXAXAVIX, 81-95; Paderborn, 1994, Bartolome de L AS The Nation,

+ Michael SIEVERNICH ‚400Tor English translation and seleCc- Werkauswa: Q  N HIS-
tion 566e Bartolome de | AS torische und ethnographische Schriftft- ears OT uman Rights. 460 re
History of the Indies Ira nsliated and tudien VOT! Marlano Delgado, Menschenrechte, n Stimmen der
edited DYy Andree COLLARD, New York Hans-Joachim ‚ONIG, Johannes Meıler Zeıt 230(12) (2012 8316-826 p

und Michael Sievernich S: UÜberset- www.Con-spiration.de /texte /19 71, bk 3, 206-211. USE interchange-
ably the rmSs, ndians, natiıve eoples ZUNGgEN! VOT) Ulrich unzman ader- English/2012/sievernich2-e-htm
and American Indians tO escrbe the Dorn, 1995. (05.11.2015)
Indigenous peoples OT America. See See Lynn HUNT, Inventing 'uman See Miqgue!l LEON rray

Anton de Montesinos. FEShOzZO de UNagathe Tollowing works DY Marlano Rights, New York 200 /, Samuel
Delgado: Bartolome de LAS MOYN, The Last Utopia, New York Biografia, In NACION-
Werkauswahl ng. VOT) Marlano DEL- 2010, DERS., On the Geneology OT AL MEXICO (ed  s Fray nton de
GADO, Bd.1 Missionstheologische Morals, In The 'atıon,) Montesinos, MexIico CIty 1982,
Schriften ‚tudien VOT1 Marıano elga- 5ec€e also ErIC Inhuman
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Las (‚asas Was quic. remind readers that the prevailing rush for gold anı natıve work

B did NOT diminish the Spanish colonists expande their aCLIVILYy from Espanola Puerto
R1CO, Cuba, Jamaica, and other islands, and the Oou American continent after Columbus
3r  d VOYVaSC 1498 He commented that with the rapi decline of the population few natıve
people WEIC left these »0 nly1r| anı trees << Ihis Was the of the Indies when
the Dominicans arriıved Esp  a 1510, led Dy scholar, Fray TO de Cordoba, Fray
Anton de Montesinos, anı Bernardo de Santo Domingo fourth lay Brother, returned

pain Ihe Dominicans SOON HELE know of the terrible destructiveness uffered by
the natıve people Ihe STOTYy of the cruelties all the INOTE moved them sympathize with
the Indians, an they reflected what they should do the face of such in)ustice Ihey
decided {O USC their eIINONS the challenge an: speak the truth the Spanish
eaders TIhe SCIINON Was composed Dy Fray Pedro de Cordoba 1TSs sentiments WCCIC shared
Dy three Dominicans, and Fray Montesinos Was as deliver the SCETINON he had
the reputatıon effective speaker They selected for the SCIINON the Gospel eading from
St ohn where ohn the Baptist eplied tO the Dy the Pharisees who he Wäas »
the CIYINS Out the wilderness C< Al theOfhcijals anı Jurısts of the colony wWerTe
invited including the Admiral iego OlumDUuUSs, anı WeIe old that the SCITINON Was

be of significance On that day Fray Montesinos went the pulpit an explained
the theme ofhis SCIINLOIN, Saylınıg that the barrenness anı ars landscape of the desert Was

metaphor for the sordid character of their COMNISCIEIICE that Was UuUulNlaWaIie of the horrors
they practiced Ihen he egan » ] the of Christ the desert of this island Sa Y Open

ThisYOUI hearts an: SCNSCS, all of you, for this will speak LICW things harshly
SdyS that yOu dIC iving deadly S1171 for the atrocıtıies yOou tyrannically IMDOSC these

nNnalıve peoples Tell what rig did yOU ave {O enslave them? What authority
did yOou USsSe make Wal agaınst them who lived at their ands, killing them CIU-

elly with unheard methods? How Call yOou OPPDPICSS them anı not aTre tO feed CTE them,
and work them {O ea satisfy yOUTF greed? Are they not human beings Have they
rational souls? Are yOU not obliged love them yOU love yourselves?«

When the SOT-MICE Was OVCTI, AaNSLYy roya ofhcials gathere al the OoOme of 1ego Oolum-
bus, the SO  H of Christopher Columbuss, plan their the aCcCCcusatlons bDy Fray
Montesinos Ihey marched angrily the house ofwhere the Dominicans wWerTe iving and
emande: revocatıon of theirE failing 1C they threatened take the
the roya. authorities pain Fray Montesinos replied that the sentiments of the sermon
WerTIeC the fruit of deep deliberation and WerTIe the COINIMNON OPIN1ON of of them. It Wa>s
of the uUutmoOost significance speak the truth that the natıve peoples WeTiTC nOot only treated
ike beasts i the fields, but WerTe also ying i their OW) lands Ihe A4WaTieNeESsS ofwhat Was

happening offered the hope of change i policies that WOU.| establish different character
of the relationship between Europeans an: NnNatıve eoples After all he argue that as

b Jolle 23 The original| LexXT OT this O Fray Montesinos presented LAS ASAS I"StOria (see note 1)
Se[NnNOTNN VWas IOst nut LAaSs asas nclud- the Defense OT the Indlans al D ch » Pasados DUES
SC and SUMMMaTry of the events contference of Uurlsts called DYy the
atter | hIs /STOFNIA de Las Indiıas

algunos dias aquesta consideracion
KINg | BUrgOs { 1512 Distinguished cada dia [11d$ 11A5 certificandose

this LEXT Was fundamental
Miqguel | eon Portilla commented that UrISTS lke Palacıos Rubios and atlıas al erecho Via de| eC| See also

de Paz particıpated Helen RKAND PARISH Fray Bartolome
derstanding OT the nistory OT the See L EON RTILLA Fray Anton de Las AaSsas
Americas and the numan rights OT all de Montesinos (see NOTe 4) 14 aVl: Y LAS History of the Indies
eoples See Bartolome de L AS IRABOULAY OlumDus and Las ed Dy A COLLARD k 20 / 708
ASAS ISTOrIa de Las Indıas O] (asas TIhe ues and Christianiza-
440 451 598 DK 10 / 3/4 Uon of America Lanham /New Or|

London 994 46 A /
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Christians their duty Was work for their spiritual upli Las (asas commented that the
reply of Fray Oontesinos fell deaf dIs. Addicted {O the lure of gold, the colonists wWeTITe

that they COu NOot satisfy their thirst without Indian laborers. Ihey agaln emande
that Fray Montesinos eiract his Vlews In his SCIINON the ollowing Sunday, and threatened

send the friars back pain if they refused Ihe church Was packed the ollowing Sunday
ith expecting recantatıon. In his SCITHNON);, Fray Montesinos drew his theme from the
book of Job » From the beginning repeat IN Y owledge an: IMY truth an! will
sShow INY words of last Sunday that embittered yYOu be {rue.« He SAaVC LLOTC 1CASONS

why the oppression MUust be en  € and stated that they WOU refuse offer the d-
ment ofconfession those Spaniards who treated the natıve peoples cruelly. Enraged, the
{fhcials and colonists decided z their 1Ssue {O the king iın sayıng that the Dominicans
had spread »a LICW doctrine that condemned them all hell because they used the natıve
people in the mM1ne€esSs.« Ar the COUTT in pain, there WeIe INanYy ike Juan Ponce de Leon who
had enslaved ndians In Esp  la an had COINE forward {O criticıze the Dominican friars
and describe the natıve peoples A animals who COUu. a(011 SOVEIN themselves. ® Commenting

this representation of the natıve people animals, Las (asas sa1ld that he Was nNOot fooled
by this but knew that it Was motivated Dy the demand for forced natıve Or in
the mınes. Despite his disappointment, Las (Casas Was high In praise for the Dominican
friars and praised them human beings who egan O Join the idea £ human rights deed,
»derecho COoON eCNO, (< connecting ofcharity the MOST elementary ACTS of justice.‘

Bartolome de Las (asas arrived In Esp  a In 1502 the SAd1I11E VOYdSC (s0vernor
Nicolas Ovando with SUOTILLC 2500 Spaniards. HIis father, Pedro de Las Casas; had OÖOINE with
Columbus his second VOYASC In 1493 TYTdaıne: secular priest In 1510, he developed
close relationship with the Dominican friars, Fray Pedro de Cordoba and Fray Montesinos
He held encomienda in Esp  Ja and ın 1513 he went with the Conquistador Panfılo de
arvaez Cuba chaplain an Ve1 accepted another allotment In Cuba. Las (asas has
Justifiably been considered the princip exemplar of the struggle prevent the destruc-
tion of the indigenous peoples of merica. ecalling how he Adille reject his ife
encomendero, he narrated how he had estates 1n the of Concepcion and Vega Real
1C. brought him much wealth, that he had Indians working for him, and had engaged
In cCampalgns selze Indians in Esp  a iın 1503° He admitted that it Was his good for-
tune {Oo meeTl the Dominican friars when they arrived In 1510 Ihe insplıration of the early
Dominicans an: his friendship with Fray Pedro de Cordoba, Fray Anton de ontesinos,
and Fray Bernardo de Santo Domingo played small part ın his transformation from
encomendero {O fervent actıvist behalf of the natıve people Las (Casas confessed that
he Was horrified Dy the slaughter of innocent Indians and the allocation of Indians anı
their and the Spanish soldiers. He an his friend, de La Renter1a, received arge
encomienda In Cuba, where their Indians planted and washed the sands for gold
But his eNCOUNTeErS with the natıve people egan rouble his CONscCIenCe and made him
fee]l that the encomienda Was unjust and that that he Was particıpatıng In evil practice:

S0 then, ea made speedier LaVasCS ON Indians here than In other places, SEaT-
vatiıon and hard Or helping. Since all able-bodied iInenNn an WeiC AWdY al the
mines, only the old an sick stayed in [OWN with OIlC ook after them So they died of
illness, anguish, an! starvıng. | was traveling the an roads then and it appene: that
entering town SsSOmMetimes ear cryıng In the houses. would inquıre and Was reeted
ith the words, ‚hungry, hungry.« Anyone strong enough stand his feet Was sent
WOrk, including nursing mothers whose milk rı1e iın their breasts from ack of food
and EXCESSIVE abor,C caused infant mortality at the rate of 7„O000O 1n three months.«?
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In June 1514,;, he Wädas preparing his SCIINOIMN in Cuba, his CYCS ocused biblical

reading from Ecclesiasticus: 3 >

To offer sacrifice from the pPOSSESSIONS of the POOTI
Is ike killing SO  — before his ather’'s CYCS.
TEeAl 1S ife the destitute,
And deprive him of it 15 murder.

He said that it Was then that he egan reflect seriously the SCII1NOIMN ofFray Montesinos
and his Dominican friends who denounced the cruelty of the colonists, and his OW] lies
when friar efused ear his confession because he held encomienda. TOUDIeE: for
several days OVCI the question whether they had treated the natıve peoples ın accordance
with what Was rig an: the of OUT actiıon, he aine tOo the conclusion that they had
acted unjustly anı tyrannically. TIhe Oment of truth AA August 15, 1514, when he
renounced his encomiendas.

Ihe Struggle for Justice for the Indigenous people
Oolon1ı1a Experiments
For Las C asas and Montes1inos the abolition of the encomienda Wds the princip 1sSsue
because they felt that the already entrenched iINsUututon Was the major dramatic
decline In the population of the natıve people TIhe thirst for gold extended nOot only
conquistadors and colonists but also the roya. ofhicials, MOSstT of whom had financial
investments ın gold minıng first In Espaniola, then Cuba, and later, In Darien. Returning
Espanola, Las (asas an Fray Montesinos journeyed tOo pain persuade the royal ofhcials

bolish the encomienda.
Las (Casas remained In pain until 1520 pleading the dsSCc against the encomienda

before the king, the roya. fhicials responsible for 1SSuUes In the Indies, Lope Conchillo,
Bishop Fonseca, an the Jurist, Palacios Rubios These meet1ings did not produce much
SUCCCcSS. When King Ferdinand died in January, 1516, Las ( asas Sa  s opportunity
present his CASsSe before the regent, ardına. ( isneros. As solution the destructive
CONSCYUCHNCECS of the encomienda,; he propose: the creation of communıity proJject that
WOU nclude Spaniards an natıve people who WOUL create INOTE Just alternative
soclety. ardına Cisneros appointed commıittee draw plan for the reform of
the SOVEINANCE of the Indies. Working hours werTe tOo be imited; there Was plen of
food; they WEIC not work far from their homes:;: they WeIiC be given up-to-date
farm tools for their USC an ave ospita. iın each communıity. Ihe plan assured the
royal authorities that the WOU benefit economically from the plan, an OWI1-
ON of encomiendas WOU recelve compensation for their loss. Spanish were
tOo be encouraged COIMNEC tO America work ongside natıve Indian families that

I1C W, mixed civilization WOU arlse. In this WaY, the indigenous people WOU learn
SOVEIN themselves free subjects of the king Ihis plan Was the prototype of later

communıty projJects esigne by Las ( asas. Cardinal (isneros decided send three
friars of the order of St Jerome reform the SOVEINANCE of the Indies. Las (asas Was

gıven ofhcial posıtion » Protector of the Indians.« He drafted the instructions for
the cCommıissloners. Ihe pponents of reform WECIC already beginning to undermine the
1NCW plans Las Casas an the cCommı1ssloners eparte: for the Indies ın November, 1516
Ihe cCommMmMlssloners held INquiry questions such whether release the Indians
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from encomiendas an placing them 1ın villages, whether they had the capacıty live 1ın
liberty, and whether they COU. SOVEIN themselves ike Spaniards. Since they interviewed
only encomenderos, ıt Was be expected that their aNnsWeTr Was negatıve. Ihe experiment
of the Hieronymite COMMISSION establish INOTE humane colonial rule ın the Indies
en in ailure ın 1517n

Las (asas Wäas 1ın pain when ardına (.isneros died ıIn November L51 With the arrival
in Valladolid of the king Charles I) he set out meet his advisers persuade them

VICW with alarm the inJustice that Was taking place in the Indies He OoOUunNn: receptive
Cal from hancellor, Jean Le dauvage, Monsieur de Chievres, an Monsieur de la Chaux

three WeIe sympathetic Las Casas’s suggest10ns. Ihe king and his advisers took Las
Casas’s side in blaming the late king Ferdinan: advisers, Lope Conchillos an Bishop
Fonseca, for m1sgoverning the Indies dauvage respected Las Casas’s owledge of American
affairs and recommended him the king who as. Sauvage work with Las ( asas
another reform plan for the Indies.

In 1518 Las Casas prepare: memorials recommend that Spanish migrate
the Newor and Join with the indigenous peoples form 11CW communities where
WOU work AS free and equal human beings. Ihese were ideas Stop the Systems of forced
Or which he insisted WEeEIC the of the terrible cruelties that WOTE taking place an
ultimately the 1eAasSson for the Massıve decline In the population. His second theme Was

emphasize that the indigenous Others WeIcC fully human an WO  V of respect and liberty.
Another theme, Dy mMI1n0r, Was his belief In Spain’s spiritual M1sSsS1ON AdSs the prin-
cipa. PUrpoOsc of the encounter with the peoples ofmerica. In the context of his
ife ın the NewOr. he felt that the spiritual M1sSsS1ıOonN had be linked the MmM1ss1ıOon
seek Justice for the natıve peoples In 1518 the Crown supported his projJect ofencouragıng
Spanish armers migrate to the Americas, anı offered incentives do When this
proJect failed, undaunted, he applied agaln for another peasant colonization proJect, this
time for the north COas ofou America. Approve ın 1520, he raised agaln the
that the colony, In what 15 oday Venezuela, ould be eCONOMIC UCcCCESS for the royal
LrTeaSUrYy, obviously drawing the 1NECWS about the riches of the Yucatan recently discov-
ered by cConquistador, Francisco Hernandez de Cordoba, and the ofgold by Juan
Grijalva. But he Was disheartened by the failure ofhis dream and the Aa4aWaTeNCSS that he Was

powerless to StOp the slave raids.
Las Casas decided Join the LDominıcaner ın 1522 and took his VOWS A Dominican

friar In 1523 He withdrew from the ife of activist in the of justice for the American
Indians. Appointed priıor of the Dominican cConvent at Puerto de Plata the northern

of Espanola, he egan writing his grea work, 1SLOT10 General de Las Indias, ın L,
The contemplative ife Was only S  ’ moratori1um, efresh his mind, heart,;
and will Writing from Puerto de ata in 15317 he sent stern letter to the council of the
Indies urging ıts members tOo StOp the genocide in the islands.!!

Sailing for eru ın 1534, Las Casas an his party encountered StOrms anı had
disembark In Central America. He went first Nicaragua and later Guatemala an
Mexico City where from 1535 1540 he put into practice projJects that he successful.
Now 5aold, with 35 experlence ın the Americas, he carried the weight of [WO
abiding interests an struggles. Ihe rst Was to end the injJustice anı Crue. agalnst the
natıve peoples, an the second, gu that the WdY PrODOSC Christiani the natıve

Ibid., ch. 88-114, 211-214.
11 Ibid., 11-14, 70-78.
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people Wäas only by love and peaceful teaching, NOT Dy WAar. HI1s UuCcCCESsS5 In peacefully
persuading the unconquered hostile ayan tribes of Tuzulutlan, called the Land of War,

accept Spanish rule an Christiani confirmed the ideas that he had developed from
his earlier experlences with Dominicans Fray Anton de Montesinos and FTray Pedro de
Cordoba, an Franciscan, FTray Jacobo de Tastera 1n Yucatan, an MC from the utoplan
experiments he had earlier initiated. His experl1ence ıIn Nicaragua Was unhappy because
he attacked the cruelty of the encomenderos iın his SECETINONS he had done iın Espanola.
He blamed the secular an religious fiicials for owing 25 thousand natıve ndians to be
sent slaves Peru, an another thousand Darien. Political conditions were more
favorable in Guatemala where Bishop Marroquin and (Gs0overnor ONado received
royal cedula in 1536 encouragıng Christianization and go0d treatment natıve Indians.
Las (‚asas decided tOo Tuzulutlan with only his SMa of friars with the hope
of converting the ndians Christiani nonviolently. Conversion by Wal force Was

forbidden lhere Was little gold an silver iın the Yucatan, H3 uffered orribly from
the devastation Dy the conquistador, l1ego de Varado Las (asas an: his colleagues
composed of Christian teachings in the Quiche Mayan language, an as four
Indian merchants who traveled frequently the [WO Mayan settlements, acapulas anı
Quiche, learn the POCHN, set ıt MUSIC, an ave iıt SUNg the accompanıment of
Mayan MUSIC instruments Las (asas described the spectacularly successful. Ihe
CONCETrTS took place for eig even1ngs an the natıve ndians aSs Man Yy questions, 1Invıt-
ing the friars return At Zacapulas, church Wäas unl an: the Cacı1que Was aptize
Juan It Was said that he then en the old rituals of sacrificing 1Tr an other anımals
at fiestas.!® Since the Indians 1ve'! scattered ın small ages, Las (Casas propose: that
they migrate SMa NeaTr the With 1eJuan’'s encouragement, OIlC

hundred families ounded LOWN called Rabinal, uilding church an! school where
they taught practical tO the Indians. In 1536, shortly after he arrived ın Nicaragua,
Las ( asas participate 1ın meeting with the bishops an ea of religious orders In
Mex1co City discuss the 1SSUES of evangelization, Indian slavery, an:! the baptism of
Indians. Ihe meeting Was called because Ekmperor Charles had evoked his edict of 1530
abolishing Indian slavery. Las Casas had already egan wrıting his rst book, UNICO
modo. SUMMINALY of the meeting Wäas taken by Fray Bernardino de Minaya Pope
Paul 111 Most ely completed ın Mexico City in 1540, only fragment of UNLCO mMmOdo
has survived. It contained COPDY of Pope Paul LII'S papal Bull, UDLLIMLS Deus, issued

June Z 153 1C eached merica iın the fall 15372 In ıt the Pope proclaimed that
ndians WCIC rational human beings, ndowed with liberty an free ll and capable of

receiving the aT

Bartolome de | AS The LAS The Only Way (see FrancISCO de VITORIA, Relectio
Only WAay, New York 992, o 7 See nNOTte (2); 171-182; 556e also Gustavo de Indıs 21 de lure elli, ed. DYy Ernest
also the 1942 edition transcribed GUTIERREZ, Las Aasas In Search of Nys, Washington, D4 1017 Hernz-

Gerhard JUSTEN OVEN, Francısco deDYy ıllares and Spanish the '00r of Jesus Christ, translated DY
translation DY | eWIS Robert Barr, New York 2-1993, Vitoria und Frieden, Köln,
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Ihe UrVIViInNg part of The Only Way CONSISTS of chapters S) 6’ and of book In hiss
tOr14,; Las ( asas revealed that he discussed the principle of restitution in chapters an
Ihe notion of resiitution became ONe of the MOST significant ideas ofLas Casas.!® Las (‚asas
discussed how Indians werTe nCIude': In promise ofsalvation. Next, he proceeded
the top1c of Indian capacıty: »>Among the American natıves there wWerTe different degrees of
understanding In the rest of the WOT. But, all of them WerTIe INngenN10Us and, NN INOTE
than other peoples, iın the government of human life.« In his conclusion, he asserted that
there Wäas only OMC WdY teach the Christian INCSSxaHC, namely, that IC »persuades
the understanding with T1Cason an! gently MC the will, an this 15 COINIMNON all INen
without an y difference, because of CITOTIS; EtSs: corruption of CUStOMS. « » Al WAarlrs of

dIiIC un)Just,9and tyrannical.«
Ihe Papal UDLLIMILS Deus une Z 1537) Was NnCcCIude: 1ın the extant text. Pope Paul 1II’s

UDLLIMILS Deus 15 considered be the first papa. announcemen that the American Indians
WeIC rational human beings ndowed withean free ll In Las (ASas Mexico,
the historian elen Rand Parish, utilizing previously unpublished documents, cshowed
Las Casas’s role IN the formulation of the papa. Bull, UDLLMILS Deus.'® Paul 111 asserted that
» Every human eing without exception Was called human happiness the basis of the
OVe of the ublime God for the human LaAaCC. «

Las (Casas arrived in pain In 1540 and requested meeting with the CINDCIOI discuss
the 1SSUes that ffected the natıve peoples of the Americas. seemed that Charles had
changed his policy Indian slavery and the encomitiendas. In 1530 he had issued edict
forbidding Indian slavery, only revoke this edict In 1535 ven the VIEWS of the emıinent
Salamanca professor, Franc1sco de VitorIla, changed. In 1532 he had voiced Ser10us QUCS-
tions about the Justice of Spain’s Dy War their title the dominion of the
Indies, but In his Relectio de 15 gıven at Salamanca In late December 1538 early ın
1539 he changed his VvleW, offering TeAaSONS justify the Wals of Ihe context of
these developments Can be understood In Charles V''s edict the university of Salamanca
authorities prevent the publication and dissemination ofall works the Crown’'s rights
O the Indies without royal icense.

JIhe New aws of 1542

Between 1541 an 1543 Las (asas denounced the policies of the council af the Indies
complicit 1ın the destruction of the peoples of the Indies and propose remedies for the
sıtuation. He presented before the royal council meeting outline of his thunderous
for Justice for the indigenous eoples of America, Brevissıma Relacion de la Destruccion
de las Indias, 1C| he completed In December 1542, three weeks after the s1ıgnıng of the
New Laws. He emande: the abolition of the encomienda system and propose policy
of bringing the ndians under royal rule, the abolition of Indian slavery, the openıng of
roads for ITtS asec the 03| the Indians had CaITl y, and the resettlement of Indians
from congested settlements less settled OIles Ihe CINPDPCTOI reformed the council of the
Indies, replacing SOTINEC members with N  s ONes and made Las (asas Bishop of Chiapas
1n Mexico.“% All SOUTITCES for the conference that produce the New Laws asserted that Las
Casas Was the inspiration an force behind the New Laws reform the SOVEINANCE of the
Indies and ring Justice the natıve peoples of America. Ihere WEeIC also 1E  s regulations
for expeditions of discovery with special regard the treatment of Indians, especi  V the
taxes demanded of them astly, the urVIving Indians of the Caribbean slands WeIe
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be exempted from all tribute anı roya. an: personal ervıices that the population COU.
multiply. Ihe laws provided for the radual en of the encomienda, nNOt the immediate
end As Las (Casas had propose AdS the precondition LO CVCIY reform ILCASUIC His maJor
interes Was to bolish Indian slavery S$1INCE the anti-slavery laws WeIC inadequate. But they
WeICc Oun fail because the clause yunless the holders COU. produce titles« Was useless
because he knew the Spanish propensity for perJury. In Las Casas’s mind, all slaves should
be set free ASs there WeTiTe titles any.

On ar 3 > 1544 Fray Bartolome de Las (asas Was consecrated bishop of Chiapas ın
his ome CIty ofeV1 Las (asas S  ch yCal bishop of Chiapas an! it Was unhappy
experlence. TIhe New AawWSs caused widespread dissatisfaction OMN$ Spanish colonists and
religious who blamed Las Casas Aas the author of the ordinances agalnst the encomienda
an Indian slavery. In Peru, rebellion agalnst the laws led Dy Gonzalo P1izarro, and
there Was genulne fear that Peru ould rea AaWaY from the Spanish (‚.rown ven SUD-
porters of Las (asas such bishop Marroquın an ONaAadO of Guatemala
who had assisted him In the mi1iss1ion al Tuzulutläan became Wd. of Las ( asas. When Las
(asas propose al the meeting of bishops In 1545 that they »should work prevent Wals

and slave ralds against the Indians of Yucatan,« his former ally, Bishop Marroquin Ca
him arrogant, »better iın Castille In as  TYy than in the Indies bishop.« (J0vernor
ONaAadoOo called him scoundrel an unatic.

When the NEWS d1i11C that the CINDCIOI had evoked the law of inheritance, the MOSst
ate: of the New Laws, he realized that he should give the ofhce O  ishop and return
pain where he ould be INOTE useful iın the of justice for the Indians. Ihe campaign
agalnst the New Laws Was widespread anı centered ın Mex1co. Some Dominicans and
Franclıscans Ven argued that the encomiendas WEeEIC maıintaın the church'’'s
interes meeting of friars from the Dominican, Franciscan, anı Augustinian orders
where the 1SSUe Was the Wals agalnst the Indians, they agreed that the WAals WerIe simply

pretext for enslavement and they resolved NOTt bsolve anı y colonist until they were

examined Dy the audiencia. From this meeting, Las Casas the Confesionario, twelve
rules for absolution of SIN by priests. Las (asas remembered the SETINON of Fray Anton
de Montesinos where he threatened refuse the atnNolıc notion of absolution of SIN Dy
confession tOo Conquistadors and encomenderos if they continued be cruel the natıve
Indians. Rules and Confesionario required that the peniıten his sick death-bed
S11gn ega. document authorizing the confessor tOo dispose ofall his property restitution

the Indians. Las (‚asas argued that all of the property had been taken from the Indians,
anı all the WAarTrs an CONqUEeSTS WerTIe crimes; the tributes and services WeIC unjust, and
all the slaves WEeEIC acquired unjustly. Ihe confessor Was required gıve restitution any
SUFrVIVINg victims their descendants, their illages. Al slaves WeIeC be Tee and

21 Ibid., 110 -117; n 1552 nhe Dublished IDId., 14 /. _AaSs asas Callle TO Izvetan TODOROV, The
treatise agalnst Indıan slavery IC| learn that Maldonado had MmMarrıed the of America: The uestion OT the

eclare! that all the Indians made aughter OT Francısco de Montejo OT er, New York 1984, 151-156. See
slaves atfter CONqUESTS WelTe unjustly Yucatan and the combınNel interest OT
enslaved and should He SEeTt free. He

the outstandıng work the debate
the IWO tfamilies had SOITNe 0,000 DY the American scholar, LewiIs

described the horrors OT the clave Indians. thıs time, Montejo Was d AIl Mankind IS One udYy
ralds he had observed In Nicaragua tive n the second brutal|l CONqUEeS! OT OT the Disputation between arto-
and the cruel| randing OT SOTTIE 4,950 the Yucatan that brought under hIs lIome de |as asas and Juan Gines de
MMern, and children n the MIX- contro| large number OT Indian slaves. Sepulveda the Rellglious and

See een Ann MYERS/Ninaton WaTlT IC| caused widespread de- Intellectual (a Dacıty OT the Ameriıcan
Dopulation In IManNny regions. Fernandez de Oviedo'’s Chroni- Indians, DeKalb 19 /4; Juan Gines

cle of America: New History Tor SEPU Democrates er.
New World, New York, 2011. Spanish transli., Madrid 1951
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pensioned. Rich encomenderos could keep modest part for their amilies but uUuse the rest
for restitution In short, he concluded that the an exploitation of the Indians
OEC unlawful

He left for pain iın 154 / with the expectation of continumng his work eiender of the
Indians there His departure did NOTt SCCIHM motivated Dy ofaving in his M1S-
S10N ring Justice tO the ndians He Was 63 when he returned Spain an remained
actıve In the Causes American Indians. INan of many transformations, he Was quic)

SCC injJustice whenever it reared its head,; prodigious iın etting an organızıng evidence,
and politically knowledgeable In creating networks ofsupporters plea: his Case. Hıis faith
1n the possibility of persuading politic eaders tOo SC the Justice of his ecalls COIM-
ment Dy Dr. artın Luther King, Jr. iın 1965 when he went England recelve honorary
degree: y [It INaYy be true that morality Cannot be regulated, but behavior Can be regulated:
it INay be Irue that the law cCannot change the heart, but ıt Can restraın the heartless. It INnaYy
be Irue that the law cannot make INan love but it Can restraın him from ynching
and 1n that 15 important also. S 9 1le the law INay not change the hearts of
INCN, it does change the habits of I1NEeN if ıt 15 vigorously enforced: And through changes
1n habits, SOI attitudes change and maybe hearts Can be changed iın the PTOCCSS. «

(n November 28, 1548, royal decree Was issued confiscate all manuscrıpt coples of
the Confesionario because ıt did NOot recelve approval from the council of the Indies. Ihe
Council rdered Las (‚asas put in wrıting his VIECW of the Crown’s rights the Indies. In
irty Propositions, Las ( asas said that the royal title Was ase solely teaching Christian-
ıIty the indigenous peoples ofmerica and that CONquUests werTIe unJust.

Ihe Debate ıin Valladolid iın 1550
between Prof. Sepulveda an! Frlıar Las Casas

Some scholars disagreed with Las ( asas. Ihe royal historian, v1edo, held different VIECW
of the natıve Indians, often denouncing them SaVagCd and less than human.“ In Las
Casas’s ın the Caribbean, Oviedo Wäas his maın antagonist who Cammne in for fierce
criticism ın Las Casas’s Historia. Ihe noted cholar of Aristotle and philosopher, Gines
de Sepulveda, Was the maın eiender of Warlr and paci and Christianize the
natıve people Sepulveda had written dialogue, Demaocrates alter, IC argue that the
Wars of In the Indies WEeICcC Just and the encomiendas and Indian slavery WCIC legiti-
MmMate Las Casas had sed his influence at the universities an councils of OC Its
approval for publication but epulveda composed SUMMAALY of his work for publication,

ologia. Las (asas ollowe: and WTO his OW: defense 15 posıt1on, namely, that the
Wars ofulWeTIie unjust and therefore the institutions of forced Or WelIc nOot Vall:

Perhaps C  enge by the implication that Spain s title and rule OVer America NN

illegitimate, Charles invited iın 1550 Sepülveda and Las asas debate their respective
positions before distinguished Jurists an! theologians In Ooll! Ihe conference egan
1n late 1550 and did nOot end until late 15518 Sepulveda appeared at the first sSessio0nN and read
his SUMMAaTrY of the Demaocrates alter. He Was followed Dy Las (asas who read most of his
Apologia for days Fray Melchor ano prepared SUMIMNALY of both argumen(ts. On
recelving CODY summatıon, Sepulveda SaVC ebuttal IC Las (‚asas responded
with his ad11SWEeEeTS Ihe Op1In10Ns of the Jurists and theologians WeIC gıven months later.

Sepulveda argued that the Wals of WeIiC Just In his opınıon, they WEeEIC the INOTE

effective of converting the natıve people Christianity. He asserted that ackward,
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uncivilized, and slaves Dy nature, the natıve people MUSsSt be subservient LLLOTC civilized
Europeans. More seriously, the Indians wWeIie idolaters and sodomites. OFrSe, they practiced
human sacrifice. Therefore, Spanish rule Wäas protect the weaker Indians from
such

» Ihe philosophers declare that such WAarTrs INaYy be undertaken bDy ve ivilized
people agalnst uncivilized people who aTre INOTE barbarous than Can be imagined, for they
dIC absolutely Jlacking In allıy owledge of letters, do NOT know the UusC of INONCY, generally
S about naked, ven theI; and CaILYy the urdens theirers an: 2C ike
beasts foradistances. Moreover, ere 15 the prooof their SaVapcC life, » like that of ild
beasts, their execrable an prodigious immolations of human victims demons, the fact
of devouring human flesh.«25

cholar ofAristotle, he sed Aristotle’s notion of slaves by nature upport his ideol-
O of racial hierarchy and demonize natıve Americans inferior, whose minds WEeIC

»INOTE ike children,;and monkeys.« epulveda drew the work ofOviedo ell
the Relectio de 15 of Fray Francisco de Vitoria.
Speaking from his ersonal experilence of the Caribbean, Central merica an: Mex1CO,

an aving read the works of friar-scholars in other reg10ns of the Americas, Las ( asas
argued that there Was abundant evidence that the natıve people WeIC not uncivilized. He
said that his successful experıiment ıIn Tuzulutläan In Guatemala an the impressive and
successful resistance of Enriquillo WeTC effective LESPONSCS epulveda ın illustrating Las
Casas’s VIECW that peaceful propagate Christianiould be INOTE effective than WAar.

Some contemporary scholars Sa  s Las (asas early proJects an experiments olonial-
ist an assimilationist.*® cholar of comparatıve literature anı philosopher, I7zvetan
Todorov, gaVC insightful interpretation of Las Casas’s early proJects for the Indians. He
confessed that » 110 ONeE else242  David M. Traboulay  uncivilized, and slaves by nature, the native people must be subservient to more civilized  Europeans. More seriously, the Indians were idolaters and sodomites. Worse, they practiced  human sacrifice. Therefore, Spanish rule was necessary to protect the weaker Indians from  such tyranny:  »'Ihe greatest philosophers declare that such wars may be undertaken by a very civilized  people against uncivilized people who are more barbarous than can be imagined, for they  are absolutely lacking in any knowledge of letters, do not know the use of money, generally  go about naked, even the women, and carry the burdens on their shoulders and backs like  beasts for great distances. Moreover, here is the proof of their savage life, »like that of wild  beasts, their execrable and prodigious immolations of human victims to demons, the fact  of devouring human flesh.«?  A scholar of Aristotle, he used Aristotle’s notion of slaves by nature to support his ideol-  ogy of racial hierarchy and to demonize native Americans as inferior, whose minds were  »more like children, women, and monkeys.« Sepülveda drew on the work of Oviedo as well  as the Relectio de Indis of Fray Francisco de Vitoria.  Speaking from his personal experience of the Caribbean, Central America and Mexico,  and having read the works of friar-scholars in other regions of the Americas, Las Casas  argued that there was abundant evidence that the native people were not uncivilized. He  said that his successful experiment in Tuzulutlän in Guatemala and the impressive and  successful resistance of Enriquillo were effective responses to Sepülveda in illustrating Las  Casas’s view that peaceful means to propagate Christianity would be more effective than war.  Some contemporary scholars saw Las Casas early projects and experiments as colonial-  ist and assimilationist.”® A scholar of comparative literature and a philosopher, Tzvetan  Todorov, gave an insightful interpretation of Las Casas’s early projects for the Indians. He  confessed that »no one else ... has dedicated such enormous energy and a half century of  his life to improving the lot of others. But it takes nothing away from the greatness of the  figure to acknowledge that initially the ideology »assumed« by Las Casas and other defenders  ofthe Indians was a colonialist one.«? But he did this to show the radical character of Las  Casas’s final transformation as demonstrated in his debate with Sepülveda.  The issue of ritual human sacrifice was the most difficult accusation to refute for Las  Casas and other sympathizers with the native people. But, reflecting on this practice, he was  able to demonstrate that his long struggle for justice for the Indian Other had transformed  him. Where he had previously seen the indigenous people as equal and identical, he now  argued in defense of their common humanity. He was able to see their religious practice of  human sacrifice as radically different from Christianity. In his Apologia at the debate, and  in several chapters of his Apologetica historia, he first argued that even if the acts of human  sacrifice and cannibalism were evil in themselves, it did not mean that making war was  justified: »Such a remedy risks been worse than the disease.« He then tried to make the  idea of human sacrifice less strange by recalling that God had asked Abraham to sacrifice  his son, and that Jepthah was compelled to sacrifice his daughter (Judges, 11:38). On the  matter of cannibalism, he told his audience that he knew cases of Spaniards who by neces-  25 TODOROV, The Conquest of  America (see note 24), 156.  26 bid., 156.  27 |bid., 173-182.  28 |bid., 186-193.  29 See footnote 19. See GUTIERREZ,  Las Casas (see note 16).  30 |bid., 134-135.has dedicated such and half century of
his ife Improving the lot of others. But it takes nothing AaWaY from the greatness of the
gure acknowledge that initially the deology yassumed« Dy Las ( asas and other defenders
of the ndians Was colonialist one.«*  / But he did this cshow the adical character of Las
Casas’s final transformation demonstrated ıIn his debate with Sepulveda.

Ihe 1SSUeEe of ritual human sacrifice Was the MOst difhicult accusation refute for Las
(Casas and other sympathizers with the natıve people But, reflecting this practice, he Was
able demonstrate that his long struggle for Justice for the Indianer had transformed
him Where he had previously sSsCECNMN the indigenous people As equal and identical, he NO

argued In defense of their COINIMMON humanity. He Was able tOo SSS their religious practice of
human sacrifice As radically different from Christianity. In his Apologia al the debate, and
In several chapters ofhis Apologetica historia, he first argued that AYE E aCcts ofhuman
sacrifice an:! cannibalism werTIe evil In themselves, it did a(011 ICa that making War Was

justified: »Such remedy risks been than the disease.« He then tried make the
idea of human sacrifice less Strange by recalling that God had as Abraham sacrifice
his SOI, an that Jepthah Was compelle {O sacrifice his aughter Judges, 11:38) On the
matter of cannibalism, he told his audience that he knew of Spaniards who Dy ecS5-

TODOROV, The of
America (see NOTEe 24), 156.

Ibıd 156.
bid., 173-182.
Ibid 1806 -193.

29 See footnote 19 See GUTIERREZ,
Las AaSas (see nOoTte 16).
30 Ibid 347135
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SIty had the liver an ın another, the 1g of companıion. He used this acceptance
of human sacrifice PTrODOSC the idea of religious feeling, asserting that from human
TCAaSOIN human beings had intuitive idea of God and worshipped God the best of their
abilities and In their ashion TIo offer God human sacrifice Was the WaY humans showed
their gratitude: » Nature itself teaches who do nNOTt have al doctrine that, in
spite of CVECLY posiıtive law, they oug sacrifice human beings {O the irue God the
false god who 15 hought be irue, that by offering supremely preclous ing they
mig be ILOIC grateful for the INalıy favors they ave received. « According Todorov,
the character of Las Casas’s showed that Las Casas had indeed changed from
colonial mentality understand the differenter from their perspective. He, of COUISC,
stressed that the God of the ndians Was nNnOot the »tIrue God« from his VIECW but Wäas COIl-

idered thus by them Ihe significance of this VIEW Was that «what remaıns COILLINON anı
universal 15 longer the God of the Christian religion, whom accede, but
the VC idea ofdivinity, of what 15 above religion has been replace: Dy religious feeling.
Although the conception of God Christian religion mig be superl1or the Aztec God,
Tezcatlipoca, the religious feeling of the Aztecs for their God Was INOTE ntense Ihe natıve
people »demonstrated that they possessed, better than other natıons, natural reflection,
rectitude of speech, an! 1n the judgment of reasON, they employe their understanding
better than the others.« As Christian, Las ( asas eileve: iın One God but In this defense
of the American Indians he longer privileged the Christian path 110 Caa He seemed
to Sa y that each CISON had the rig. tO choose their O W) path God Equality need nNnOoTt
be bought al the price of dentity. Todorov concluded that Las (‚asas Wädas able Dy 1550
CONCEIVeEe of higher form of equality, namely, tO be able VIEeW the character of the values
of the different er from their perspective.

In his analysis of the debate at Valladolid, theologian and cholar ofLas Casas, Gustavo
Gutierrez, also observed the adical transformation of Las Casas’s understanding of the
natıve ndians an their world. He agreed that the Aztec practice of human sacrifice an
cannibalism WeIC the MmMOst Ser10us and CONVincINg easomns make Wal agalınst the ndians

defend the innocent Indians from eing taken Dy their rulers be sacrificed. C(sutier-
A egan his analysis Dy comparıng Las Casas’s VIEWS with those of the University of
Salamanca Professor an Dominican friar, Franc1ısco de Vitoria.”? Vitoria had written of
Spain’s CONqUEeSTS In his Relectio de Indis, gıven hortly after the of Peru. Adviser

kings, lawyers, anı Jurists, Vitoria chose the debate whether the Wals an
royal dominion OVeTr the peoples and natıons of America wWwerlIe justified. He Wädas that
from Columbus VOYASCS In 1492 153 / continuous WAars had taken place He mentioned
that 1CWS of »scandals, cruel crimes, and INalLYy impleties« had OIlNe his attention an
confessed that he Was not convinced that the Christian INCSapCc had been propagated
appropriately. However, legitimate CcCasons for Wäaäl;, Vitorla cited the C(yrannYy of their
rulers and tyrannical laws that ordained the sacrifice of innocen human beings OT the slay-
Ing of blameless PCTISON}NS for the PUurposc of sacrificing them He concluded that Christian
princes COU. make War agalinst such Indian rulers. 10 those who said that the of the
apostles wWerTIe peaceful and nonviolent, their opponents responded that the miracle-working
dAPC Was OVEer. Ihey argue that sSince the Church Was protected Dy theoof Christian
rulers, theoof temporal rulers should be placed at the service of evangelization. For
Gustavo Gutierrez, the supporters of War justified the UuUSsSCcC of force TEINOVE the impedi-

the reception of the faith.» *°
In 1535 the humanist epülveda published his Democrates Primus, dialogue whether

Christians make WAar. In 1544/45; he published second dialogue, Demaocrates alter
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The Just Reasons for War against the ndians He wrTrote » Ihe Barbarians must be dominated
not only that they INAaYy listen the preachers, but also doctrine and counsels; threats and
fear be instilled» He explained his deology iın this WaY «1t 1S properly the cCustom
an nature that the vanquished eadily adop the customs of the victors an Oominators,
imıtatıng them iın their works and words.«*}

For Las (Zäasası the only WaY of evangelization Was by peaceful S: persuasıon and
dialogue. uses of force WeEIC unacceptable. On the troublesome 1SsSue ofhuman sacrifice
and cannibalism, practically all the theologians of the sixteenth century argue that War

Was justifie: end the practice and SAa|VC the innocent Indian victims. Las Casas’s VIEW
Wäas radically different, born Out of deep understanding of Indian CUSTOMS an! practices,

long experlence of their suffering and injustice, and profoun owledge of the truths
of 1D11Ca. teachings. He felt that the WAarTrs of CONquest, forced Or iın the miınes, slavery,
encomiendas;, deaths anı insults created climate of aversion towards Christiani and
Christians. He that there Wäas other 1CAaSONN why Saracens, UrKSs, an other unbe-
levers refused embrace Christianity than that »We deny them with OUT conduct what

offer them with OUT words.« Dialogue an persuasıon WT the MOST effective I15S,
NOt WAarl, he insisted. Freedom Was the indispensable condition of religious CONVersion and
required time for acceptance. He salid, »When speak of ACtS of war, speak of the pinnacle
of evils.« HI1s early experıment at Cumana, the STOTYy of the rebellion of Enriquillo, the
successful M1sSsS1oON of Verapaz In Guatemala, Pope Paul IIs UDLLMLS Deus of 153 7, his book,
Del Unico Modo, and his influence In the proclamation New AaWSs In 1542, had shaped
anı convinced Las (‚asas that LICW relationship between kuropeans and natıve Americans,
aSse\ peaceful and dialogue, would end the injJustice and destruction of the natıve
people an create LLNOTC ruitful climate for creatiıive interaction.

Sepulveda and Vitoria made their Case for War ase: defense of the INnNOCcen In
accordance with the law of nations (ius gentium). In his rebuttal; Las (asas widened the
focus of his V1IEW from the natural law and the law of natıons the notion of the g00d of
the natıve Indians. He argued that the conduct ofWar an armed intervention WOU. risk
greater deaths and evil from War than be solution the problem of rectifying the injustice
of innocent victims of human sacrifice. Familiar with the re of the lives of
natıve Americans, 1Las Casas challenged the number of 20,000 alleged annual victims cited
Dy epulveda who sed that number from the work Dy Oviedo He Wäas adamant that WAaTrs

of ould Cause INOTE victims than the ritual of human sacrifice: » Ihe Indians
sacrifice yearly 3 hundred thousand PCISONS Out of invincible 1gnNOrance, hile
OUT soldiers In single day slay 10,000 innocent PETrSONS. « Later, Las (asas ould place
this discussion In the Context of larger re: In all truth, it ould be far IO

Sa y that the Spaniards have sacrificed INOTE tOo their eloved adored goddess, Codicia,
Greed« CVCLY single VYCar that they ave been iın the Indies after entering each province
than the Indians have sacrificed {O their gods 1n hundred << Ihe cConquistadors
intervened Sa’VC the innocent

Aware of how deep iImpression that the torles of human sacrifice an cannibalism
had left the minds of sixteenth century Ekuropeans, he then proceeded to PTODOSC WaYy>

understand human sacrifice. Gustavo Gutierrez SaW that Las Casas used the scholastic
principle of invincible ignorance gU! that ame should not be placed the natıve
ndians for the practice ofhuman sacrifice their gods because evidence Was shown

31 Ibıd
Ibıd Z ZZVS)
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them that human sacrifice their god the god they 1n 15 their true god Was agalnst
natural 1CEASO1 Las Casas Was NO ready g1ve his VIEeW of the 1SSuUe why the American
Indian custom f human sacrifice In certaın reg1ons Was nNOot agaılnst natural TeasonNn ssert-
ing that all peoples ave innate knowledge ofGod and werTe inclined Dy religious feeling
In their OW. WdY anı condition worship God, Dy natural law, 1t Wäas evident that human
beings WeIC obligated tO offer him in sacriıfice the MOStT precl1ous things they had TIhe natıve
Indians did well offer god the best they had, their human ife

Las (‚asas concluded that the Indians had profoun religious 1C made them
SCEO human sacrifice moral obligation. He that 1t ould be difhcult iın short

of time and teaching persuade the natıve ndians that human sacrifice Was agalinst
nature Ihis custom could nNOot be suddenly uprooted. It certainly Was nNOot Just of war.
Indeed, it Was difhicult bandon religion ONCE it Was embraced. With this perspective,
he displayed respect for Indian social CUSTIOMS an religious rıtes. As Gustavo Gutierrez
highlighted, Las (asas showed » alxml acknowledgment of the rights of people their OW

WaYy of ife and their OW] religionLas Casas remembered  245  them that human sacrifice to their god or the god they think is their true god was against  natural reason. Las Casas was now ready to give his view of the issue why the American  Indian custom of human sacrifice in certain regions was not against natural reason. Assert-  ing that all peoples have an innate knowledge of God and were inclined by religious feeling  in their own way and condition to worship God, by natural law, it was evident that human  beings were obligated to offer him in sacrifice the most precious things they had. The native  Indians did well to offer god the best they had, their human life.  Las Casas concluded that the Indians had a profound religious sense which made them  see human sacrifice as a moral obligation. He added that it would be difficult in a short  space of time and teaching to persuade the native Indians that human sacrifice was against  nature. This custom could not be suddenly uprooted. It certainly was not a just cause of war.  Indeed, it was difficult to abandon a religion once it was embraced. With this perspective,  he displayed a respect for Indian social customs and religious rites. As Gustavo Gutierrez  highlighted, Las Casas showed »an acknowledgment of the rights of a people to their own  way of life and their own religion ... His attitude is free of all contempt for the customs of  others on the basis of cultural or religious considerations.« A critic of Las Casas, T. Ordanoz,  took notice that although Las Casas in his early years was so zealous for the conversion  of the Indians to Christianity, now at 66 years old, he was a defender of religious freedom  and religious pluralism. For Gustavo Gutierrez, Las Casas’s important analysis of human  sacrifice - so chilling for some of his contemporaries - »is a mighty effort to understand  from within the behavior and values of the native peoples of the continent.«  Las Casas used to good effect his knowledge of scholastic philosophy, especially the  thought of Thomas Aquinas, but on the concrete issue of war against the native peoples of  America, he developed new theological ideas. He utilized scholastic concepts like invinci-  ble ignorance and erroneous conscience to exempt the native peoples from culpability for  human sacrifice and cannibalism. His use of these scholastic concepts was not intended to  win debating points but to enrich the understanding and awareness of Indian customs and  religious feelings: »These acts spring from an erroneous conscience, the conscience of those  who believe themselves to be performing a good deed.« He felt that the native people wor-  shipped their god as the true god and they were obliged to defend their religion. Las Casas  Was proposing that, in the judgment of human beings, the native people possessed social and  political rights as individuals and as a people, and their different religious practices should  not lead to war. Sepülveda and his supporters were horrified that Las Casas defended Aztec  religious practice of human sacrifice, and declared that that it was not a case of erroneous  conscience and invincible ignorance. The long experience of injustice and cruelty to the  native people transformed Las Casas and enabled him to develop new, liberal theological  ideas. When in the early 1540s, for example, he agitated for an end to the encomienda and  Indian slavery, Spanish colonists argued that if such institutions were abolished, colonists  would return to Spain. The consequence would be that the Spanish Crown’s sovereignty over  the Americas would decline and the mission to Christianize the native people would stop.  Las Casas countered that if Spanish rule in America continued to produce death and destruc-  tion to the native people, then it would be entirely just that Spanish sovereignty ceased. °  There was no formal decision as to who won the debate. Indeed, the question about the  justice of the conquest was answered from the second voyage of Columbus in 1493. In 1550  conquests by war had already given Iberia imperial dominion over the Americas. The wealth  of the Americas had made Spain the most powerful nation in Europe and both the royal  and religious authorities had come to depend on this wealth and power. The contradictory  policies of Charles V towards native Indians and even the learned Fray Francisco de Vitoria’sHI1s attitude 15 free of all for the CUStOMS of
others the basis ofcultural religious considerations.« crıitic ofLas (3SaS. Ordanoz,
took notice that although Las Casas In his early Was zealous for the CONversion
of the Indians Christianity, 110 al old, he Was eiender of religious reedom
and religious pluralism. For Gustavo Gutierrez, Las Casas’s important analysis of human
sacrifice chilling for SOINEC of his contemporarıes }>1S mig effort understand
from within the ehavior and values of the natıve eoples of the continent.«

Las Casas used to g00d effect his owledge of scholastic philosophy, especi  y the
thought of Ihomas Aquinas, but the concrete 1SSue of War agalnst the natıve eoples of
America, he developed LICW theologica. ideas. He utilized scholastic ike INVINCI-
ble ignorance and CITONCOUS CONSCIeNCE exempt the natıve peoples from culpability for
human sacrifice an: cannibalism. His uUuse of these scholasticNWas not intended
WIN ebating points but enrich the understanding and aWaTEeENESS of Indian customs an
religious feelings: » Lhese acts spring from CITONCOUS Consclence, the CONSCIENCE of those
who elieve themselves to be performing good deed.« He felt that the natıve people WOIL-

shipped their god the Irue god and they WETE obliged defend their religion. Las (asas
Was proposing that, 1ın the judgment f human beings, the natıve people possessed social and
political rights ndividuals an people, and their different religious practices should
NOot ead to WAäl. Sepulveda and his supporters WeICc orrınle that Las (asas eiende: Aztec
religious practice of human sacrifice, and declared that that ıt Was not asc of CEITONECOUS

CONsSCIlencCe anı invincible 1gnorance. Ihe long experience of injustice an cruelty the
natıve people transformed Las ()asas and enabled him develop NCW, iberal theological
ideas. When in the early 540S, for example, he agitated for end the encomienda and
Indian slavery, Spanish colonists argued that if such institutions WeTIC abolished, colonists
would return Spain. Ihe CONSCQHUCIICE WOU. be that the Spanish Crown’'s sovereignty OVeTr

the Americas WOU decline and the m1ss1ion Christianize the natıve people WOU. Stop
Las Casas countered that ifSpanish rule 1n merıica continued produce ex and destruc-
tion the natıve people, then ıt would be entirely Just that Spanish sovere1gnty ceased.

Ihere Was Orm: decision who WO  — the debate Indeed, the question about the
Justice of the CONques Was answered from the second VOVascC of OIUMDUS iın 1493 In 1550
CONqUESTS by Wal had already given Iberia imperial dominion Over the Americas. Ihe WEe:
of the Americas had made pain the MOST powerful natıon ın Europe an both the royal
and religious authorities had OoMMMe depend this wealth andW Ihe contradictory
policies ofCharles towards natıve Indians and ven the earned Fray Francisco de Vitoria’s
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VIEWS the CONqUeSTS WeIiC g0o0d illustrations that the enterprise of the discovery of New
orWas really mperialuof the peoples of the New (0)8

As ponder the significance of Las Casas’s debate with Prof. nes de epulveda,
should remember also the lectures gıven Dy Augustinlan friar, Alonso de la Vera Cruz, first
professor ofTheology and Sacred Scripture, al the inauguratiıon un1versity ofMexico
iın 1553, who chose 4S the top1c for his COUTISC whether Spain s rule OVeCeI the Indies Wäas just:

student ofFray Francisco de Vitorila al the unıversity ofSalamanca, he Was clearly familiar
with the thought of Vıtorla the CONqUeSLS ofmerica. Focusing the ea of ralsıng
the civilization of the indigenous people an: teaching the Christian INCSdSC, Vera TUuz
used the evidence of his experlence INthe Tarascan people of Michoacan illustrate
that the ea Was NOTt Ollowe! He SAaW that the introduction of the encomienda anY-
1mMm1eENTLO brought enslavement and 11Ccal extermiıination. Ihe Spanish thirst for aDor, land,
and tribute brought hardships the Indians. Advocating the principle COINMNON

good the principle ofhis thesis, Vera T17 argued that natıve rulers WeriIe Jegitimate rulers
of their states, and that those who seized Indian an: without ega. title them OTr used
force mMust g1ve restitution the rightful WTNeTrTS He asserted that neither the CMPCIOT NOT

the PDPODC Wäas the ord of the WOTF. anı did not ave the rig transfer dominion of the
Indian an the Spanish He restated that the Indians WeIC awful OWIIeETS and rulers of
their an 1C| WEETC nNOot abandone: by them It Was the Case that the an: wWeTe

emptYy an: elonge ONe. Ihe natıve people WEeEeIC owed restitution for all the tribute,
ands, an: wealth achieved » by robbery.« Although he accepted the eOrYy of the spiritual
ea of Spain s dominion 048 the natıve people, an: the VIEeW that force COU. be used if
natıve rulers placed obstacles the teaching of the Christian INCSSapCl, he quickly
that »from the beginning armed soldiers CaImne who frightened and plundered an! lled
the natıve people. « In his mind there Was justification for the CONquests. He rejected
the V1IEW that the natıve peoples WEeEIC immoral anı intellectually deficient ike chıladaren
» Before the Spaniards CaIlle, they had ofhicials, orderly government, an their OW. laws.«
Writing INOTE than after the ofMexico, and 1 of teaching experlence
an mastering the natıve languages, he argued for place for Ekuropeans In the mer1Ccas,
provide they »SaVC arm the natıve peoples. « He did NOot mMince words about the
horrors of the encomienda an: slavery that the Indians suffered, but pleaded for treedom
an eCOoNOMIC Justice for the American Indian.

fter resignıng officially as bishop of Chiapas, Las (‚asas made plans for his retirement.
He decided to live at the Dominican college ofSan Gregorio In Valladolid an donated his
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discredite: See ISaCIO DERE7 FERNAN- OUT246  David M. Traboulay  views on the conquests were good illustrations that the enterprise of the discovery of a New  World was really an imperial conquest of the peoples of the New World.  As we ponder the significance of Las Casas’s debate with Prof. Gines de Sepülveda, we  should remember also the lectures given by Augustinian friar, Alonso de la Vera Cruz, first  professor of Theology and Sacred Scripture, at the inauguration of the university of Mexico  in 1553, who chose as the topic for his course whether Spain’s rule over the Indies was just.”  A student of Fray Francisco de Vitoria at the university of Salamanca, he was clearly familiar  with the thought of Vitoria on the conquests of America. Focusing on the ideal of raising  the civilization of the indigenous people and teaching the Christian message, Vera Cruz  used the evidence of his experience among the Tarascan people of Michoacän to illustrate  that the ideal was not followed. He saw that the introduction of the encomienda and repar-  timiento brought enslavement and near extermination. The Spanish thirst for labor, land,  and tribute brought great hardships on the Indians. Advocating the principle of the common  good as the principle of his thesis, Vera Cruz argued that native rulers were legitimate rulers  of their states, and that those who seized Indian lands without legal title to them or used  force must give restitution to the rightful owners. He asserted that neither the emperor nor  the pope was the lord of the world and did not have the right to transfer dominion of the  Indian lands to the Spanish. He restated that the Indians were lawful owners and rulers of  their lands which were not abandoned by them. It was never the case that the lands were  empty and belonged to no one. The native people were owed restitution for all the tribute,  lands, and wealth achieved »by robbery.« Although he accepted the theory of the spiritual  ideal of Spain’s dominion over the native people, and the view that force could be used if  native rulers placed obstacles on the teaching of the Christian message, he quickly added  that »from the beginning armed soldiers came who frightened and plundered and killed  the native people.« In his mind there was no justification for the conquests. He rejected  the view that the native peoples were immoral and intellectually deficient like children:  »Before the Spaniards came, they had officials, orderly government, and their own laws.«  Writing more than 30 years after the conquest of Mexico, and 17 years of teaching experience  and mastering the native languages, he argued for a place for Europeans in the Americas,  provided they »gave no harm to the native peoples.« He did not mince words about the  horrors of the encomienda and slavery that the Indians suffered, but pleaded for freedom  and economic justice for the American Indian.  After resigning officially as bishop of Chiapas, Las Casas made plans for his retirement.  He decided to live at the Dominican college of San Gregorio in Valladolid and donated his  33 Ernest J. BURRUS S. J., The Wri-  34 See Bartolome de LAS CASAS,  on, Las Casas did repeat a suggestion  tings of Alonso de la Vera Cruz:  The Only Way, ed. by Helen RAND  made by friars, laymen and officials,  Defense of the Indians: Their Rights,  PARISH and transl. by Francis Patrick  to bring over a few Christianized black  II, St. Louis/Missouri 1968; TRABOU-  Sullivan, New York 1992, 201-208: Ad-  slaves from Spain, duty free, but the  LAY, Columbus and Las Casas (see  dendum »Las Casas condemnation of  suggestion was not followed. Inde-  note 7),121-140; Roberto HEREDIA  African Slavery.« See Laird W. BERGAD,  pendently, an exclusive license was  CORREA, Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz.  The Comparative Histories of Slavery  bought by a courtier and resold to  Sobre el Dominio de los Indios y La  in Brazil, Cuba, and the United States,  Genoese merchants at an exorbitant  Guerra Justa, Mexico 2004; Jesüs  New York 2007.  price, to ship four thousand blacks  Antonio DE LA TORRE RANGEL,  35 The charge that Las Casas was  from Africa. This monopoly deliberate-  Alonso de /a Vera Cruz: Amparo de  responsible for the introduction of  ly blocked all but a trickle of slaves for  los Indios, Mexico 1998.  African slavery in the Americas, made  a decade and more, until the gold was  in the 19 and 20* centuries, has been  gone and most of the Indians wiped  discredited. See Isacio PEREZ FERNÄN-  out ... It was the sugar industry, the  DEZ, Bartolome de Las Casas. Contra  new bonanza, that brought large ship-  Los Negros?, Mexico City 1991. Helen  ments of African slaves to the desert-  Rand Parish said that she will publish  ed West Indies«, Helen RAND PARISH,  an article refuting the slander. »Early  ed. The Only Way, 201-202.Was the ndustry, the
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00 and wrıtings the college. He (010881 time publish eig. treatises the defense
of the ndians mong them WECEIC Brevissima Relaciön de la Destruccion de Las Indias an
Fatre LOs Remedios, narratıves about the need for the New LawSss, and Tratado re Los
Indios qUE han ecC| Esclavos, discourse Indian slavery. In 1560 an 1561 he egan

work completing his moOost important works: Hıistoria de Las Indias an his
Apologetica historia. egun in 152/ In Puerto de Plata In Espanola, the Histor1a Wäas intended

be narratıve history of the Indies from 1492 1550 and be divided into SIX books,
each covering ten When completed in 1561-1563, Las (asas had eached 1520
and nCcCIlude: three volumes. His personal experlience and arge collection ofdocuments and
writings about the anı and people ouched by the Caribbean seca made this work valuable
for the cholar. JIhe Apologetica Wäas fishoot of the Historia and Was encyclopedia
of knowledge of the history an culture of the natıve ndians from the perspective of the
Indians. Its political objective Was Counter the that the Indians WeIC incapable
of governing themselves. What Was 1LOTIC significant Was that it showed his desire under-
stand the WOTF.| natıve peoples from their perspective. We SsCEC how his sincere respect
and love for the natıve peoples developed. He used his influence al the COUuUr of pain
prevent colonists In Peru from restorıng their rights tOo their encomiendas In perpetuilty. At
the end of his life, he Was st  — arguıng against the encomienda, zealous of protecting the

of his advocacy agalınst all Systems of forced OTr.
Since the enslavement of natıve Indians became maJjor 1sSsue for Las Casas in the early

1t 15 appropriate ask what his position Was African slavery 1C became
er10us 1SSuUe in the history of the Americas Indeed, the history of Africans 1n the Americas
Was linked that of the natıve Indians In that it Was the catastrophic decline of the natıve
population that brought Africans the Americas.** Ihe old accusatıon that Las (‚asas intro-
duced African slavery in America has been discredite: Ihe Portuguese VOYVagpCS around the
West TICA from the brought African slaves Lisbon and Southern Portugal.
African slaves WeTIe present ın numbers In ortuga. an pain Following olumbus VOY-
dAHCS, African slaves werTe brought Esp  la In 1502 In the VOYyagpc of (J0vernor Nicolas
Ovando Later, In 1510, SOTIIIC 200 dIi11lc from pain

It must be stressed that the first claves iın the Americas WEeEIC the indigenous peoples
of the Americas. Ihe discovery of gold In Espanola, Puerto Rico, and Cuba Mean that
sufhcient supply ofOr Was needed develop the gold miınes. As the natıve population
declined radically hrough forced Or institutions, CONquUesTS, and disease, the Spanish
colonists looked African slaves replace the natıve Indians. As the gold echne:
ıIn the O: and 15305, the settlers turned mall-scale ugproduction. Ihis Was nNnOot yet
the plantations that brought immense numbers of African slaves. But, Dy the
the demand for African slaves Was grow1ng. Slavery Was practiced almost everywhere INn
the ancılent anı medieval worlds Christiani accepted slavery Jegal According the
thinking of the i1mes, slaves captured ın Just WalLr could be bought an! sold. Slavery Was

part and parcel of the social an eCcOoNOMIC order ın the dpCc of the ues of America. In
1516 Las Casas propose the king that (wenty »black and other slaves« be sent work
In the mines eplace the Indians. He made similar requests iın 1531 and 1543 when he
as. for t(wenty four {black and white« slaves ACCOMPAN him Chiapas when he
Was made bishop. Hıis Oment of truth aIlle ın I54% On his WaY pain, he topped In
Lisbon, Portugal, where he met Nnavlıgators who WeICcC involved In the Portuguese slave trade
around West Africa and historians who had written the slave trade and slavery. He said
that he 110 sa W the inJustice of African slavery he had experienced Indian slavery iın
1514 In Cuba.> He eleven chapters the already completed first book ofhis History
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of the Indies In these chapters he denounced the »enslavement, ex and otheres
of which both the anary Islanders anı aCcC. Africans dIiIC the Victims.« He quoted agaln
the Book of Ecclesiasticus that had helped him become of the oppression of the
natıve ndians of the Indies He used the lesson »draw the veil from the ee of the
Portuguese«: In their raids under the pretext of spreading Christianity, they rob and
steal.« He proclaimed that the Wals of the Portuguese wWerTIeC not Just Their enslavement of
the anary Islanders and Africans Was illegal, immoral and orrifying injustice. Not 1n

his O W) transgress10n, he recounted the petit1ons he made import African slaves and
confessed that he regretted what he had written before, oblivious of the inJustice
with 1C the ortuguese took them an made them slaves.« Speaking about himself, he
said, » After he (010881 Out the truth, he WOU NOT ave propose it for the WOT. because
Blacks WT enslaved unjustly, tyrannically, rig. from the exactly the natıve Indi-
A1lls had been. «>° Ihis early period of African slavery in the Americas Wäas small Las (‚asas
repeated that the cCaptıvıty of African slaves Was unJ)ust ASs the ndians and he admitted
that »the remedy that he had counseled Wäas ONg. C< aving confessed that this ould nNOot
EXCUSE him before divine Justice, he condemned the African slave trade and denounced the
Portuguese who » have for INanYy been In charge of plundering Giuinea anı making
slaves of Blacks MOST unjustly. Ihe Spaniards, LOO, ave responsibility. After all) (IIGCE the
Portuguese Sa W that Spain] demonstrated such eed of them an! that purchased
them, they hastened capture Africans an make them prisoners they continue do
by 4S INnany evil and WIC WaYyS aAs they HS able Spanish interests motivated the slavers.
TrTeEE:| Was infectious. Africans themselves egan WasC unjust WaTls an take other Jlicit
WdYS make slaves an sell them the Portuguese, iın such WaYy that ourselves aIic

the du. of all the SINS committed bDy b0th.«37
Ihe closing section in the first chapter of the struggle for the human rights of the natıve

peoples of America, anı the long ife of 1ts princip actıvist, Fray Bartolome de Las CJasas,
witnessed the intimate collaboration between Las Casas an Fray Alonso de la Vera TL
Vera TUZ worked closely with Las (asas from his arrival ın pain in 1562 Las Casas’s
passıng In 1566 He collected coples of Las Casas’s final writings, IC showed that his
departure from America an! his retirement did NOt INean attempt SUIL his life’s
INCSSaHC an soften his image. Las ( asas remained actıve an committed his radical
struggle for Justice for the indigenous peoples. He insisted that all the WAaTrs ofnNnqu that
usurped the kingdoms of the Indies were unJ)ust an tyrannical; that the encomienda Was

evil an all who ranted them an held them WEIC In mortal SIN; all the wealth, the gold
and silver from the Indies wWwerTe stolen. He then concluded that those who stole their wealth
Dy CONquests anı forced Or hrough encomiendas anı slavery CannOoTL be saved unless
they restored the natıve people what they stole the end of his long life, he cshouted
OU! the C of reparation by restitutlon the indigenous peoples of the Americas *8 Las
(‚asas died July 1566 ın the Dominican of Atocha In Madrid Ihe close
relationship between Las (asas and Vera TUuZz continued the en! FTray Alonso de la Vera
TU7Z collected anı preserved Las Casas’s written works anı MUust be given credit for g1vin
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the narratıve of the actıvıties of the final of the PCISON who Was at the heart of the
struggle for the human rights of the indigenous peoples of Americ: in the sixteenth CeNtUrY.

Ihe Journey discover the indigenous peoples anı Others who WEeEIC different but WOI -

thy of respect an equality has nNOot yet en! Conquests an imperialism an the
of superlor1ty ave played small part In creating the division between the West an the
eoples from the worlds outside the West As Gustavo Gutierrez confessed, Las (‚asas an
certaın others »gradually divested themselves of their spontaneous of superlor1ty
and sought INOVE the vlewpoilnt of the dispossessed, that human beings they had
the rig. life, liberty, an: to be different.« From 15 L. his passıng ın 1566, he fought for
Justice for the Indians 1C he said he COU. nNot recount »without ears« Unable tOo g1ve
his final memorandum personally ofhis VIEWS the American Indians because of failing

his friend and colleague, Vera (IUZ; elated sadly that »the council provide: nothing
In this respect. nstead they said that they ould SCC 1t.« In OUT g10 and technologi-
cal WOTrI1d, where political, soclal,; and cultural conflicts STL rapc ACTOSS an! within natıons,
the narratıve of the struggle for Justice of the natıve peoples ofmerica anı his

for an: dialogue remaın resonan


