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Zusammenfassung STrac Sumarıo
Gracıas direccion herolcaegen seInNner herolschen Fun- Bishop Anastasıus Hartmann

1U n Cder Kkathaoalıschen Kırche cstands head and choulders e E Iglesia catolıca E 13a
n Indıen waäahrend Cder cschwierl- above the Church eaders Tor Cdurante 105 tiempos cıilıcıles
YETN /Zeıten n cder des the Herolc leadership he UYAVEC Mediadoas el SIgl0 ÄIX, ]
Jahrhunderts 1st IschofT ÄAnasta- n the Church during the IrOU- obiIspo Anastasıus Hartmann
SIUS Hartmann anderen Kırchen- hled tımes OT mid-19" cenTtury mucha Mas ASTIMAaCO UG 195
uhrern AauUsNOacC überlegen. 1a Despite certaın acclesiastı!ı- OTrOs dirlgentes de E Iglesia
FOTZ einIger Kiırchlicher Pro- Cal oroblems, he FA S abhle INa e tiempo. de
hleme Konnte STr n den Cdrel ele much Tor the Church n the 105 broblemas eclesiales, DUdO
Vikarlaten, n denen STr gedient ree Vicarlates He carved hacer mucha WOT E Iglesia

105 ires Vicarlatos (Patna, BOom-hat atna, Bombay Uund atna, Bombay and Poona.
Poona 1e] Tur CJe Kırche iun 2SIC0es oundIng churches and Day o0na) 105 GUC ha ejer-
en cder rundung VT1 Kır- elaten nstıtutions, He FA S CICO mınNıSterlO. UntOo E
chen UNG anderen Instıtutionen responsible Tor ounding cevera| Tundaclion e Iglesias OTras INSs-

Tur den Autbau mehrerer aducational nstıtutions He also tıtuciones CIn responsable de E
Tacılıtate: the arrıval OT Tew coNnNstruccion de Varıas nstıtucıo-Bildungselnrichtungen veranı-

VWOTTIIC| LFr hat auch CJe AutT- rellglous socletlies, Hoath OT (1I16711 1165 aducatıvas. Ha Tacılıtada E
nahme einIger rellgioser Man- and HIS Vicarıates. admısiıon de algunas comuUnNIda-
11671 - \A O Frauengemelnschaftten Hven er 150 OT HIS ea Cdes rellglosas masculinas
n SEINE \Vllkarljate ermoödglicht. HIS indeTatigable 7e93| and Temenmas S U Vicarlatos.
Selbst 150 re ach seıInem dauntec COUTAYC contınue Incluso 150 anos despues de
Toc Insplrieren SEINE Unermud- Inspire [TIanly missionNarıIes. muerte, celg CONsSTAaNTEe
IC | eıdenschalt UNG San blographical marratıve OT BisShop anıma Drofetico continuan INs-
arschrockener Mut ımmer Ooch Hartmann s herolc leadershIip In Dlrando muchas miısioneras
viele Mıssionare UNG Mlıssiona- Indıia, thıs IS Oividen| nta miısioneras. E UG 0115
rinnen. Dieser Beltrag, Ine HIO- Tour 1) arly ıTe rellglous senTa relato Dlografico e E
graphische Erzahlung VT1 Hart- vocation, ralnıng and minıstry direccion herolca el ObIspo

Irken, müiasst Jer Abh- n Lurope, 2) Inistry Vicar Hartmann, Clvide CUaTrO
SCHNITLTe 1) ın  el Uund Jugend, Apostolic In Indlia, and 3) Hart- Dartes: 1) IntTancıa y Juventud,
rellgiOse eruTung, Ausbildung mann's all-Indıa EW contrı- Vocaclıon rellgl0osa, Tormaclıon
Uund Dienst In Luropa; 2) Dienst hution Church n India, and mInısterıia Luropa; 2) mıinıste -
als Apostolischer ar n Indien: A) Hıs spirtuality. ale ( (JITIO Vicarıo Apostolico
3) Hartmanns Beltrag zur O- Keywords E Indla; 3) E contribucion e
Ischen Kırche In Gesamtindien; BisShop Hartmann Hartmann E Iglesia toda E
A) SEINE Spirttualitat. Capuchins Indla; A) espirttualidad.
Schlüsselbegriffe Vicarıates OT atna, alabras clave

IschofT Hartmann Bombay, Poona Obispo Hartmann
Kapuzıiner Padroado-Propaganda Capuchinos
\Vllkarjate VT1 atna, CONTlICc Vicarıatos e atna,
Bombay, Poona Indıan Christian arrlage Bombay, Poona
Padroado-Propaganda- Äct 372) Conilicta acdro0ad0-
on Indıan Church Propaganda
Indıan Christian arrlage Matrımanlio C rnstiano
Äct 372) E 13a 1872
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Sumario
Gracias a su dirección heroica 
de la Iglesia católica en la India 
durante los tiempos difíciles a 
mediados del siglo XIX, el 
obispo Anastasius Hartmann es 
mucho más estimado que los 
otros dirigentes de la Iglesia 
india de su tiempo. A pesar de 
los problemas eclesiales, pudo 
hacer mucho por la Iglesia en 
los tres vicariatos (Patna, Bom-
bay y Poona) en los que ha ejer-
cido su ministerio. Junto a la 
fundación de iglesias y otras ins-
tituciones era responsable de la 
construcción de varias institucio-
nes educativas. Ha facilitado la 
admisión de algunas comunida-
des religiosas masculinas y 
femeninas en sus vicariatos. 
Incluso 150 años después de su 
muerte, su celo constante y su 
ánimo profético continúan ins-
pirando a muchos misioneros y 
misioneras. El texto, que pre-
senta un relato biográfico de la 
dirección heroica del obispo 
Hartmann, se divide en cuatro 
partes: 1) Infancia y juventud, 
vocación religiosa, formación y 
ministerio en Europa; 2) ministe-
rio como Vicario Apostólico en 
la India; 3) la contribución de 
Hartmann a la Iglesia en toda la 
India; 4) su espiritualidad.
Palabras clave

 B Obispo Hartmann
 B Capuchinos
 B  Vicariatos de Patna,  
Bombay, Poona

 B  Conflicto Padroado- 
Propaganda

 B  Matrimonio Cristiano  
en la India (1872)

 B Iglesia en la India

Abstract
Bishop Anastasius Hartmann 
stands head and shoulders 
above the Church leaders for 
the heroic leadership he gave 
in the Church during the trou-
bled times of mid-19th century 
India. Despite certain ecclesiasti-
cal problems, he was able to 
do much for the Church in the 
three vicariates he served – 
Patna, Bombay and Poona. 
Besides founding churches and 
related institutions, he was 
responsible for founding several 
educational institutions. He also 
facilitated the arrival of a few 
religious societies, both of men 
and women, to his vicariates. 
Even after 150 years of his death, 
his indefatigable zeal and un -
daunted courage continue to 
inspire many missionaries. A 
biographical narrative of Bishop 
Hartmann’s heroic leadership in 
India, this paper is divided into 
four parts: 1) Early life, religious 
vocation, training and ministry 
in Europe, 2) Ministry as Vicar 
Apostolic in India, and 3) Hart-
mann’s all-India level contri-
bution to Church in India, and 
4) His spirituality. 
Keywords

 B Bishop Hartmann
 B Capuchins
 B  Vicariates of Patna,  
Bombay, Poona
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conflict

 B  Indian Christian Marriage  
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Zusammenfassung
Wegen seiner heroischen Füh-
rung in der katholischen Kirche 
in Indien während der schwieri-
gen Zeiten in der Mitte des 19. 
Jahrhunderts ist Bischof Anasta-
sius Hartmann anderen Kirchen-
führern haushoch überlegen. 
Trotz einiger kirchlicher Pro-
bleme konnte er in den drei 
Vikariaten, in denen er gedient 
hat – Patna, Bombay und 
Poona –, viel für die Kirche tun. 
Neben der Gründung von Kir-
chen und anderen Institutionen 
war er für den Aufbau mehrerer 
Bildungseinrichtungen verant-
wortlich. Er hat auch die Auf-
nahme einiger religiöser Män-
ner- wie Frauengemeinschaften 
in seine Vikariate ermöglicht. 
Selbst 150 Jahre nach seinem 
Tod inspirieren seine unermüd-
liche Leidenschaft und sein un-
erschrockener Mut immer noch 
viele Missionare und Missiona-
rinnen. Dieser Beitrag, eine bio-
graphische Erzählung von Hart-
manns Wirken, umfasst vier Ab - 
schnitte: 1) Kindheit und Jugend, 
religiöse Berufung, Ausbildung 
und Dienst in Europa; 2) Dienst 
als Apostolischer Vikar in Indien; 
3) Hartmanns Beitrag zur katho-
lischen Kirche in Gesamtindien; 
4) seine Spiritualität.
Schlüsselbegriffe

 B Bischof Hartmann
 B Kapuziner
 B  Vikariate von Patna,  
Bombay, Poona

 B  Padroado-Propaganda- 
Konflikt

 B  Indian Christian Marriage  
Act (1872)

 B Kirche in Indien
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Introduction

ishop AÄAnastasıus Hartmann stands head and choulders above the Church eaders for
the heroic leadership he SAVC ın the Church during the TOUDIE times gf mid-19°
century India Appointed first Vıcar Apostolic f Patna ın 1545 he earnestly worked

for the pastoral development M1SS1ON, establishing several church instıtutions ın his
vicarıate. Before he WdS LO fulfill his MI1ISSION ın Patna, he WdS transferred 1849) IO the
Vicarıate gf Bombay 1le remalnıng Vıcar Apostolic gf Patna.

TIhe Church ın Bombay WAS beset with Church’'s Jurisdictional problems created by
the Portuguese AaAdAroado 1C continued LO control the Church without obeying the
authority of the Pope eaching Bombay ın 1850, he took several ste  S LO reconcile the
people and cClergy who WEIC Ttorn between the authorities fthe adroado and fthe Pope
lJander, threats, apostaslies the Bishop's CUD of SOTTOW LO the brim. He WAdS partially
successful ın reconciling thealwho WOEIC caught between the Padroado-Propaganda
conflict.

Despite these ecclesiastical problems, he WdS able IO do much for the Church ın the [WO
Vvicarıates Bombay and Poona. Besides ounding churches and elated instiıtutions, he WdSs

responsible for ounding several educational instıtutions. He Iso facilitate. the arrıval gf
few religious socletles, both gfTE and 11;, IO his vicarıates LO CAaLLYy educational

and pastoral works.
Problematic pastoral 1SSUES exhausted him and forced him IO reiurn LO Rome LO

recuperafte ın 1556, where he WdS appointed Assıstant (8 the apa. Ihrone, Roman C.ount
and later Director gf the Foreign MIsSS1IONS gf the apuchin er.

Re-appointed Vicar Apostolic f Patna ın 18560 he re-started his pastoral works:
establishing INALLY TLL1UOIE church instıtutions, ounding Christian commMuUNIıTIES and 4]
11 his en 24  th pri 1566 cholar ın Hindustani, he translated the New Testament
ınto Hindustanıi.

Äs foresighted shepher he had VIS1ON for the Church AI the national eve Aside his
responsibilities ın his ()W] Vicarlates, he took the inıtlatıve behalf gf other bishops ın
India ın etting the rights atholıc Church especially the Indian Christian Marrlage
Act 1866 legislated by the British (0vernment ın India

As self-effacing shepher of the Church, he hought beyond his apuchin er
hıs Vvicarıates much that he WAS ready LO hand ()Ver authority whenever sıtuatıon

warranted. Overall,; what notıce ın hıs personality 15 hıs indomuitable COUTASEC LO
confront Oopposıtion from within LO Organıze the Church anı shepher 1T during the
TOUDIe times.

This IN biographical narratıve 0)  ishop Hartmann’'s heroic leadership ın India *
The IN ivided ınto Our arts 1) arly life, religious vocatıon, traınıng and minıstry
ın Europe, 2) Ministry Vıcar Apostolic ın India, and 3) Hartmann’s all-India eve
contribution IO Church ın India, and 4) Hıs spirituality.

der KapuzinermiIssioONen n Tibet,SCOUTCES artmann Ar aplenty autoblography, Autobiographie Ades
n English, German, talıan and Latın epal and Hindustan, ed.by Fr Adlel- Anastasıus artmann (1803-18
Än Axhaustive Dlography ase hmeim JANN Mınorum Capucceinorum, Aes Schweizer Kapuzıiners, Iltular-
evera| non-English IU CEs IS Fulgen | ucern 1925, n Sc1on Materlalla ISCHOTS WC}7] Derbhe Ulale Apostolischen
HUuSs ANN L ( FM Cap, BISNOp art Wr Annalıbus Mlıssionum Reverendo- Vikars WC}7] atna n Indien, Provinzlalat
Manrı, Allahabad 1946, A5d, also DYy 'u  z Patrum Cappuccenorum n Tibet, Schweizer Kapuzıner, LUuzern, 2005.
the SAaflıe author and title (New edn) epal atna (tr. enry Hosten,S.J.),
Allahabad 1966, A / AIso, DITS Akten- nWiorks a Ka H.Hosten,
sammlung Aes I1SCHOTS Anastasıus Vol1, Vidyalyoti College Or Theo-
artmann eIner Geschichte 109y Archives, eIhl; also (Jerman
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1  Introduction

ishop Anastasius Hartmann stands head and shoulders above the Church leaders for 
the heroic leadership he gave in the Church during the troubled times of mid-19th 

century India. Appointed first Vicar Apostolic of Patna in 1845 he earnestly worked 
for the pastoral development of the mission, establishing several church institutions in his 
vicariate. Before he was to fulfill his mission in Patna, he was transferred (1849) to the 
Vicariate of Bombay while remaining Vicar Apostolic of Patna. 

The Church in Bombay was beset with Church’s jurisdictional problems created by 
the Portuguese Padroado which continued to control the Church without obeying the 
authority of the Pope. Reaching Bombay in 1850, he took several steps to reconcile the 
people and clergy who were torn between the authorities of the Padroado and of the Pope. 
Slander, threats, apostasies filled the Bishop’s cup of sorrow to the brim. He was partially 
successful in reconciling the faithful who were caught between the Padroado-Propaganda 
conflict. 

Despite these ecclesiastical problems, he was able to do much for the Church in the two 
vicariates – Bombay and Poona. Besides founding churches and related institutions, he was 
responsible for founding several educational institutions. He also facilitated the arrival of 
a few religious societies, both of men and women, to his vicariates to carry on educational 
and pastoral works. 

Problematic pastoral issues exhausted him and forced him to return to Rome to 
recuperate in 1856, where he was appointed Assistant to the Papal Throne, a Roman Count 
and later Director of the Foreign Missions of the Capuchin Order.

Re-appointed Vicar Apostolic of Patna in 1860 he re-started his pastoral works: 
establishing many more church institutions, founding Christian communities and so on, 
till his death on 24th April 1866. A scholar in Hindustani, he translated the New Testament 
into Hindustani. 

As a foresighted shepherd he had a vision for the Church at the national level. Aside his 
responsibilities in his own Vicariates, he took the initiative on behalf of other bishops in 
India in getting the rights of the Catholic Church especially the Indian Christian Marriage 
Act 1866 legislated by the British Government in India. 

As a self-effacing shepherd of the Church, he thought beyond his Capuchin Order 
or his vicariates so much that he was ready to hand over authority whenever situation 
warranted. Overall, what we notice in his personality is his indomitable courage to 
confront opposition from within to organize the Church and shepherd it during the 
troubled times. 

This paper is a biographical narrative of Bishop Hartmann’s heroic leadership in India.1 
The paper is divided into four parts: 1) Early life, religious vocation, training and ministry 
in Europe, 2) Ministry as Vicar Apostolic in India, and 3) Hartmann’s all-India level 
contribution to Church in India, and 4) His spirituality.

1 Sources on Hartmann are aplenty, 
in English, German, Italian and Latin. 
An exhaustive biography based on 
several non-English sources is Fulgen-
tius VannInI, ofm Cap, Bishop Hart-
mann, Allahabad 1946, 452; also by 
the same author and title (new edn), 
Allahabad 1966, 471. Also, Die Akten-
sammlung des Bischofs Anastasius 
Hartmann zu einer Geschichte 

der Kapuzinermissionen in Tibet, 
Nepal and Hindustan, ed. by Fr Adel-
helm Jann O. Minorum Capuccinorum, 
Lucern 1925; in section on: Materialia 
pro Annalibus Missionum Reverendo-
rum Patrum Cappuccinorum in Tibet, 
Nepal ac Patna (tr. Henry Hosten, s. J.), 
in: The Works of Rev. H. Hosten, 
Vol. XXvII, Vidyajyoti College of Theo-
logy Archives, Delhi; also German 

autobiography, Autobiographie des 
Anastasius Hartmann (1803-1866), 
des Schweizer Kapuziners, Titular-
bischofs von Derbe und Apostolischen 
Vikars von Patna in Indien, Provinzialat 
Schweizer Kapuziner, Luzern, 2003. 
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arly Life, Religious Vocatıon AaN:
Ministry ın Europe

Bishop AÄAnastasıus Hartmann, known Joseph OYySius Hartmann, WdS born 24
February, 1503 ın the SWISS TLOown gf Altwis,“ ın the parish gf 1LZKIrCc ın the C(‚anton gf
Lucem, Switzerlan: aptize Joseph Lewls,; he WdSs the seventh of ten cN1ılaren. LewiIls WdS

PI0uS, sensıitıve, firm and straightforward. Hıs en rıg TOom childhood WAdS 08 be priest.
After his elementary education he egan his Latın studies with private ulor, priest. Later

he went IO the Aathol1ıc College of the Immaculate Conception Al Solothurn that WAdS attended
by S{()IL1IC 300 boys Hıs TuTlter WAdSs TO him SCOLITCOEC of embarrassment, but ike Demosthenes,
he wenT ()VEL IO maöauntaın 1924 and practised inflections and modulations and WAdSs

successful that later he WOIN several prizes ın declamation. At Solothurn he served Mass vA
morning ın the apuchin Church iın addition IO the schoaol Mass later. He wished IO Join the
apuchin er though his paren(ts and relations suggested that he Join the Benedictines
be diocesan prlest. But he wanted TO be apuchin Ise TO S back TO the arm.

LEewIls entered the apuchin novıtlate al Baden, Aargau, 13 September 1821 He
received the the 17 and the religious T1AnIE Brother Beanus, later changed IO
Anastasıus. He made his solemn profession 19 September 18272 He continued his studies
ın Philosophy and Theology with greq proficiency and topped the class. After three>
having obtained dispensation, 24”September 1825, the Bishop of Lausanne ordained
him priest.“ By the following June his priestly traınıng WdS VETL.

(‚onvent gf Schupfheim Lucero WdS his first Held gf work Here arge gr uUPDS gf pen1-
enNTts S()I(C)IT1 flocked IO him for spiritual direction. bor Our he WdS confessor, preacher
and substituted pastors when they WCEIC absent sick. Hıs NEXT appolintment WdS

Novice Master AI ribourg ın 18530 bor nıne he WdS Iso professor gf Logic, Natural
Philosophy and Theology AI ribourg and chaplain 11U115 ANI Montonge. Every Sunday
he preache ın the neighbouring parishes. Due IO IUness ın 1839 he WdS transferred IO the
monastery gf Solothurn.*

D Call ()verseas MI1SS10NS

bkrom his vC novıtıate he had nourished ardent desire LO 8 LO the foreign MISSIONS gf
the apuchin er and frequently A1S his superior’s permiss1on for the S-\ALL1E But they
did NOT CONSeENT his EavViıng the Province, his SerVICE WdS needed ın his home COUNTIrY.
Hence for S1xteen he worked ın his motherland mastier of novices, director ofnuns,
professor gfphilosophy and heology and W  — the love and admiration gfhis fellow priests
and the people AI large.”

JIhen, his super10rs, perce1ving his M1sSS1ONarYy qualities and unquenchable desire LO 0
IO the M1SS1ONS, ranted him the long-awaited perm1ss10n. Thereafter, he SEeT OQuT for Rome

P For blographical details see Itallan Venerahle »10) Anastasıus T Patrıck OFM.Cap.,
AOCUMENtT: Flenco del IC6 Prefettl, artmann OFM CQCAÄP, (1803-18! n ampion a ar BISNOp artmann,
Prefettl, Pro-Vicarll, Amministratorı AMPRA/PUTHENKALAM (Ed  _ n apuchin Annual Dublin)}
Del Tibet, Tibet-Hindostan Vicarlato Sanctity n 1a The Ketreat, Yercaud, (1950-51} 370.
Apostolico dı 'atna, Mal 1704 A| 1560, Tamı! Nadu, 20006, 2535745 /. (Ine a the MOST Drolific vurıters a
Vidyalyoti College or Theolagy D For another short Dlographical Christian terature n Hindustanı and
Archives, elhr study, SE JOS L AFPU Heroic Urdu WM/AS Bishop Pa770n. He Mas

VANNINI, Bishop artmann Church Leadership BISNOp artmann translated SCHI1Ee 19 WOrKSs nto Hindus-
FN 1} a 'atna, Bombay and '00na, n tanı and WOrKSs nto Urcdu OT

Or chort Dlographical sketch, s Eo Indıan Church History Ravlew LV ] these G IX WOrKs Mave hHeen Hublished
A. MAMPRA, SDB /J.PUTHENKALAM, 1/2012 } 53-68. SE Fulgentius VANNIN OF  = CapD.,
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2   Early Life, Religious Vocation and  
 Ministry in Europe

Bishop Anastasius Hartmann, known as Joseph Aloysius Hartmann, was born on 24th 

February, 1803 in the Swiss town of Altwis,2 in the parish of Hitzkirch in the Canton of 
Lucem, Switzerland. Baptized as Joseph Lewis, he was the seventh of ten children. Lewis was 
pious, sensitive, firm and straightforward. His ideal right from childhood was to be a priest.

After his elementary education he began his Latin studies with a private tutor, a priest. Later 
he went to the Catholic College of the Immaculate Conception at Solothurn that was attended 
by some 300 boys. His stutter was to him a source of embarrassment, but like Demosthenes, 
he went over to a mountain grove and practised inflections and modulations and was so 
successful that later he won several prizes in declamation. At Solothurn he served Mass every 
morning in the Capuchin Church in addition to the school Mass later. He wished to join the 
Capuchin Order though his parents and relations suggested that he join the Benedictines or 
be a diocesan priest. But he wanted to be a Capuchin or else to go back to the farm.

Lewis entered the Capuchin novitiate at Baden, Aargau, on 13th September 1821. He 
received the habit on the 17th and the religious name Brother Beanus, later changed to 
Anastasius. He made his solemn profession on 19th September 1822. He continued his studies 
in Philosophy and Theology with great proficiency and topped the class. After three years, 
having obtained a dispensation, on 24thSeptember 1825, the Bishop of Lausanne ordained 
him a priest.3 By the following June his priestly training was over. 

A Convent of Schupfheim Lucero was his first field of work. Here large groups of peni-
tents soon flocked to him for spiritual direction. For four years he was confessor, preacher 
and substituted pastors when they were absent or sick. His next appointment was as 
Novice Master at Fribourg in 1830. For nine years he was also professor of Logic, Natural 
Philosophy and Theology at Fribourg and chaplain of the nuns at Montonge. Every Sunday 
he preached in the neighbouring parishes. Due to illness in 1839 he was transferred to the 
monastery of Solothurn.4 

2.1   Call to Overseas Missions

From his very novitiate he had nourished an ardent desire to go to the foreign missions of 
the Capuchin Order and frequently asked his superior’s permission for the same. But they 
did not consent his leaving the Province, as his service was needed in his home country. 
Hence for sixteen years he worked in his motherland as master of novices, director of nuns, 
professor of philosophy and theology and won the love and admiration of his fellow priests 
and the people at large.5 

Then, his superiors, perceiving his missionary qualities and unquenchable desire to go 
to the missions, granted him the long-awaited permission. Thereafter, he set out for Rome 

2 For biographical details see Italian 
document: Elenco dei. Vice Prefetti, 
Prefetti, Pro-Vicarii, Amministratori 
Del Tibet, Tibet-Hindostan E Vicariato 
Apostolico di Patna, Dal 1704 al 1886, 
Vidyajyoti College of Theology 
Archives, Delhi. 
3 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 9.
4 For a short biographical sketch, see 
A. Mampra, sdb / J. PuthenkaLam, 

sdb, Venerable Bp. Anastasius 
Hartmann ofm cap, (1803-1866), in: 
Mampra / PuthenkaLam (Ed.), 
Sanctity in India. The Retreat, Yercaud, 
Tamil Nadu, 2006, 235-257.
5 For another short biographical 
study, see Jose KaLapura, Heroic 
Church Leadership: Bishop Hartmann 
of Patna, Bombay and Poona, in: 
Indian Church History Review XLvI 
(1  /2012) 53-68. 

6 Patrick MuLLIgan ofm. Cap., 
Champion of Faith: Bishop Hartmann, 
in: Capuchin Annual (Dublin) 20 
(1950-51) 370.
7 One of the most prolific writers of 
Christian literature in Hindustani and 
Urdu was Bishop A. Pezzoni. He has 
translated some 19 works into Hin dus-
tani and seven works into Urdu. Of 
these six works have been published: 
see Fulgentius VannInI, ofm. Cap., 
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the first stage gf his M1SS1ONArY JourneYy IO India ( In reaching Kome, he WdS detained
there for gur acting-director and professor of the M1SS1ONAarYy College of ST. Fidelis,®
where MI1IsSsSI1ONAFrIeSs WCEIC eing gıven pecial tralnıng.

At the en f the Superilor General,;, the Pro-Procurator lowed him IO choose ALLY
M1SS10N, but he instead left ıt IO the Superilors. When old LO 8 IO 1na LO OPECN LICW

M1sSs1ON with L[WO Compan10ns, he WdS overjoyed and egan 08 STUdYy Chinese, but when the
Pro-Praocurator died he had LO take ()VET temporarily the direction of ST idelis College Later,
his request LO 8 IO the MISSIONS WdS accepted and the Vıcar General A1S him LO roceed
IO India SO he egan learning Hindustani under Bishop Pezzoni,‘ who had retired fter 35

of work ın India In his ()W] hand, he copied the Bishop's Tralian-Hindustani (Gram-
HÖ  a ( In November 2 1543 he, along with [WO others, proceeded TO Suez where he oarded
the monthly ‚English Mail«, Froufte IO Bombay LO reach Agra, their destination MI1ISSION.

Ministry ın Agra Vıicarıate

Hartmann WdS assigned IO Agra Vicarlate, then managed by the apuchins SINCE 1784°
It INAYy be noted that Jesuits, AI the invıtatıon f Emperor ar, had SeT their Mughal
Mission AI the imperial CIty of Agra ın 1550 The apuchins received this Miıssion fter the
Jesuit Soclety WdS suppressed ın 17737 Hartmann and Compan10ons arrived 15 January
1544, AI Bombay where they rested for fortnight. The overland JourneYy gf X OO miles IO

Agra WdS made by ullock arl WdS usual ın the days before the railways. They eached
Agra fter harrowing Journey March 1544 ooon he egan IO STUdYy the languages,
culture, and CUSTOMS gf his and gf adoption. By the end gf August he had learnt English
and Hindustani ell that he WdS considered {1t enough LO be appointed aplain gf
(jwalior State 1C had recently OTLLIC under British CONTIrO

The British garrıson, pickete SOTILIE O1 miles AWdY TOom the TOwn gf Gwalior, WdS eıng
ared for by apuchin br ngelo-Mary gf Imperla. So br AÄAnastasıus had 08 divide his time
between the natıve congregation and the (30an COMMUNLTY, 1C had ettled ın the State
(jwalior WdS (I11 gf the MOST ifhcult and barren gf the entire vicarıate. Ihe Zzealous
M1SS1ONarYy undertook the work gf spiritual and moral regeneration gf his flock, stressing
specially the reception gf the SACramentTs and education gf cCA1ıLAaren Convinced that ıt WdS

ın the innocent minds and hearts gf little cCN1ılaren that al and virtue MUST be lanted,
he SeT about establishing chools for the education f the Since the Catholics WCIC

scattered ()VET the countryside, he attached oarding departments IO ILLALLY of his instiıtutions
for the CONVeNlenNCE $ those cCN1ılaren who 1ve TOO far ff to attend day-scholars.”” Next,
he opened house for penıten U  11y who aroused calumnies agalnst him, but he emerged
innocent. Hıs ()W] TESUOUTCES supported the [WO projJects, but for that he had (8 make INALLY
personal sacrifices, VE limiting his meals IO 10(0= day.
Hindustan-Tibet Mission, apuchin ater, al the Suppressien a the SsUults C (In the Jesult MISSION Emperor

the Jesult Vicarljate a the reca ar and HIS 5SUCCLOSSOT, SE FEA wardAshram, Agra, 197/79, 3007301
Ihe apuchin WOTK n Agra Mughal WM/AS mandend OTr frst the 4OSUlts and the rea

Vicarlate developed Trom theirearlier Carmaelltes 1774 and then the Mogul, Gurgaon 1932 reprint 19940.
MiIssion, the Hindutan-Tibet Mission, Capuchins a 'atna, attaching T A ARA PRA/PUTHENKALAM),
headquartere al 'atna, oundend the Prefercture T Tihet n 1784.  IS Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 236
n 17053 (Ince their Mlıssion n Tıbet WAS arecten A S Vicarlate Apostoallc n 11 OC Daniel D'’SOUZA, The Growtn
WAS WOUNA UN 1745, and SUhSsSe- 18520, shifting In headquarters and the Activilles a the Catholic
uently n epal n 1769, only maorth Agra OC VANNINI, Hindustan-Tibet Church n North India, (1757-185:
ar reamalıned A S In territory, under Mlıssion (FN 7} Mangalore 19&62, 63-165.
the Prefecture T Tihet SINCE 1768
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on the first stage of his missionary journey to India. On reaching Rome, he was detained 
there for four years as acting-director and professor of the missionary College of St. Fidelis,6 
where young missionaries were being given special training. 

At the death of the Superior General, the Pro-Procurator allowed him to choose any 
mission, but he instead left it to the Superiors. When told to go to China to open a new 
mission with two companions, he was overjoyed and began to study Chinese, but when the 
Pro-Procurator died he had to take over temporarily the direction of St. Fidelis College. Later, 
his request to go to the missions was accepted and the Vicar General asked him to proceed 
to India. So he began learning Hindustani under Bishop Pezzoni,7 who had retired after 35 
years of work in India. In his own hand, he copied the Bishop’s Italian-Hindustani Gram-
mar. On November 22, 1843 he, along with two others, proceeded to Suez where he boarded 
the monthly ›English Mail‹, en route to Bombay to reach Agra, their destination mission. 

3  Ministry in Agra Vicariate

Hartmann was assigned to Agra Vicariate, then managed by the Capuchins since 1784.8 
It may be noted that Jesuits, at the invitation of Emperor Akbar, had set up their Mughal 
Mission at the imperial city of Agra in 1580. The Capuchins received this Mission after the 
Jesuit Society was suppressed in 1773.9 Hartmann and companions arrived on 15th January 
1844, at Bombay where they rested for a fortnight. The overland journey of 800 miles to 
Agra was made by bullock cart as was usual in the days before the railways. They reached 
Agra after a harrowing journey on 6th March 1844. Soon he began to study the languages, 
culture, and customs of his land of adoption. By the end of August he had learnt English 
and Hindustani so well that he was considered fit enough to be appointed Chaplain of 
Gwalior State which had recently come under British control.10 

The British garrison, picketed some six miles away from the town of Gwalior, was being 
cared for by Capuchin Fr. Angelo-Mary of Imperia. So Fr. Anastasius had to divide his time 
between the native congregation and the Goan community, which had settled in the State. 
Gwalior was one of the most difficult and barren fields of the entire vicariate. The zealous 
missionary undertook the work of spiritual and moral regeneration of his flock, stressing 
specially the reception of the sacraments and education of children. Convinced that it was 
in the innocent minds and hearts of little children that faith and virtue must be planted, 
he set about establishing schools for the education of the young. Since the Catholics were 
scattered over the countryside, he attached boarding departments to many of his institutions 
for the convenience of those children who lived too far off to attend as day-scholars.11Next, 
he opened a house for penitent women, who aroused calumnies against him, but he emerged 
innocent. His own resources supported the two projects, but for that he had to make many 
personal sacrifices, even limiting his meals to once a day. 

Hindustan-Tibet Mission, Capuchin 
Ashram, Agra, 1979, 300-301.
8 The Capuchin work in Agra 
Vicariate developed from their earlier 
Mission, the Hindutan-Tibet Mission, 
headquartered at Patna, founded 
in 1703. Once their Mission in Tibet 
was wound up 1745, and subse-
quently in Nepal in 1769, only north 
Bihar remained as its territory, under 
the Prefecture of Tibet since 1768. 

Later, at the suppression of the Jesuits, 
the Jesuit Vicariate of the Great 
Mughal was handed over first to the 
Carmelites (1774), and then to the 
Capuchins of Patna, attaching it to 
the Prefecture of Tibet in 1784. This 
was erected as a Vicariate Apostolic in 
1820, shifting its headquarters to 
Agra. See VannInI, Hindustan-Tibet 
Mission (fn 7).

9 On the Jesuit mission to Emperor 
Akbar and his successor, see Edward 
MacLagan, Jesuits and the Great 
Mogul, Gurgaon (1932), reprint 1990. 
10 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 238.
11 See Daniel D’Souza, The Growth 
and the Activities of the Catholic 
Church in North India, (1757-1858), 
Mangalore 1982, 183-185.
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Ministry ın atna Vıicarıate

Äs noted above, Patna WdS the headquarters apuchin Mission ın eagastern India !“ In
1820 the cCentre mI1issıon WdSs chifted TOm Patna TO Agra, 1C WdSs raised TO vicarıate,
with practically the Ole £ north India ıts err1tory. In 1545, Dr. Borghi, VYıcar Apostolic
of Agra convinced Rome IO make Patna independent Vicarlate, bifurcating the eastern
terrıtories under Patna and suggested Mgr. (‚aetano arlı Vıcar Apostolic. Since the lat-
ter declined,** Borghi propose LO Rome br Hartmann, »A 111A111 gof virtue and ST1 TLL1UOIE gf
prudence and gf SCIENCE«, Vıcar Apostolic gf Patna. He WdS vC reluctant, but Borghi
prevailed uPON him LO accept the nomınatıon. (In September 3 > 1545 Pope Gregory AVI

appointed Hartmann, Titular Bishop gf Derbe, and first Vıcar Apostolic gf Patna. (In the
15% March 1546, he WdS consecrated Bishop ın the Cathedral of Agra by Bishop Borghi and
he proceeded LO Patna.

Patna, the provincial CIty gf the Mughals and later under the Bengal Presidency gf the
British, had 300,000 inhabitants AI the time. When he arrived there, he vzxx: the Cathedral
ın rulns, the o0f Caving In: the MISsSION house likewise WdSs ın Frulns. There WEIC schools,

Sisters Brothers. Ihe LICW Vicarı]late with population of20-30 millions, had ICa of
150,000 SUOUdIE miles:;: the Vicarlate had 2700 Catholics and gur M1sSsS1ONAarIles. Ihe Vicarlate
consisted ofBettiah, Chuhari, Patna, Dinapore, Bhagalpur, Monghyr and Purnea esides the
entire Kingdom ofepa and the SINa Kingdom of Sikkim with their adjacent territories 14

In Order IO understand his CISON, his qualities gf mind and heart, his achievements
and failures, ıt IN essential LO have eneral idea about the M1SS1ONarYy sSıtuatiıon gf North
India during his time  15

The traveling conditions gf North India ın his days WCIC vC primiıtıve and 1INCOMMO-
Aious: bullock-cart WdS the usual of transport. To USC his (IW words » ] had (8 travel
/ miles in bullock-cart, foremaost part hrough ungles infested with tigers and along vCc
hard roads VEr 1NLYy and STONY COUNIFY; the days WCIC dreadfully hot222  Jose Kalapura SJ  4 Ministry in Patna Vicariate  As noted above, Patna was the headquarters of the Capuchin Mission in eastern India.'* In  1820 the centre of the mission was shifted from Patna to Agra, which was raised to a vicariate,  with practically the whole of north India as its territory. In 1845, Dr. Borghi, Vicar Apostolic  of Agra convinced Rome to make Patna an independent Vicariate, bifurcating the eastern  territories under Patna and suggested Mgr. Gaetano Carli as Vicar Apostolic. Since the lat-  ter declined,!® Borghi proposed to Rome Fr. Hartmann, »a man of virtue and still more of  prudence and of science«, as Vicar Apostolic of Patna. He was very reluctant, but Borghi  prevailed upon him to accept the nomination. On September 30, 1845 Pope Gregory XVI  appointed Hartmann, Titular Bishop of Derbe, and first Vicar Apostolic of Patna. On the  15 March 1846, he was consecrated Bishop in the Cathedral of Agra by Bishop Borghi and  he proceeded to Patna.  Patna, the provincial city of the Mughals and later under the Bengal Presidency of the  British, had 300,000 inhabitants at the time. When he arrived there, he saw the Cathedral  in ruins, the roof caving in; the mission house likewise was in ruins. There were no schools,  no Sisters or Brothers. The new Vicariate with a population of 20-30 millions, had an area of  150,000 square miles; the Vicariate had 2700 Catholics and four missionaries. The Vicariate  consisted of Bettiah, Chuhari, Patna, Dinapore, Bhagalpur, Monghyr and Purnea besides the  entire Kingdom of Nepal and the small Kingdom of Sikkim with their adjacent territories.'*  In order to understand his person, his qualities of mind and heart, his achievements  and failures, it is essential to have a general idea about the missionary situation of North  India during his time.'®  The traveling conditions of North India in his days were very primitive and incommo-  dious: bullock-cart was the usual means of transport. To use his own words »I had to travel  700 miles in bullock-cart, foremost part through jungles infested with tigers and along very  hard roads over hilly and stony country; the days were dreadfully hot ... at times a pasto-  ral visit meant traveling through desert wastes ...«!° Not infrequently the Bishop found  himself before a river in flood. At times he traveled on horseback or on elephants exposed  to scorching heat of the sun. Three times he made the steep ascent to Darjeeling (nearly  7000 feet) and each time he was thrown off the horse.!”  It was in Patna Vicariate that he exhibited his heroic leadership and his crusade  began in earnest.!® The material and spiritual condition of the Church in the territory  assigned to the new Vicariate was shocking. Many of the Catholics had almost given up  the practice of religion, due to lack of pastoral care, while others were the cause of great  disedification.!?  12 On the Capuchin work in Patna,  appointment. But when the two  14 On the Capuchin Mission in  Bihar state, Nepal and Tibet, see a  Prelates sat down together to discuss  Hindustan, see Missioni del Minori  recent study: David N. LORENZEN, The  the division of funds, the territorial  Cappuccini, Sunto Storico, Vol. 1X,  Scourge of the Mission, Marco della  limits of the two jurisdictions, the  Indie Orientali, Parte Seconda,  Tomba in Hindustan, New Delhi 2010;  number of missionaries to be allotted  1745-1935, Nepal-Bengala-Indostan  also, Jose KALAPURA, King, Fort,  toeach Vicariate and similar topics,  Missioni Agra, Patna, Allahabad,  Zamindaris and Missionaries: The  Dr Carli realised that Patna was being  Lahore, Ajmer, Simla, Bettiah, by  Founding of Bihar’s Oldest Christian  given a step-motherly treatment:  P Clemente DATERZORIO, Roma 1935  Community, 1745, in: Proceedings  VANNINI, Bishop Hartmann (FN 1), 38.  {Father Clement DA TERZORIO [ed.],  of the Indian History Congress, 61*  Stories from the Capuchin Mission  Session, Calcutta 2000, 1011-1028.  in Nepal, Bengal and Hindustan,  13 Mgr Carli‘s resignation must not  Rome 1935), Capuchin Monastery,  be taken at its face value. Back from  Sahibabad, Uttar Pradesh.  Rome, Dr Borghi was sure that his  Coadjutor would accept the newAI times asLO-
ral VIsSIT mMmMeantT traveling hrough desert wastes &« Not infrequently the Bishop oun
himself before river ın flood At times he traveled horseback elephants exposed
IO scorching heat gf the s{| Ihree times he made the STEE ASCENT IO Darjeeling nearly
7000 ee and ach time he WdS thrown ff the horse !“

It WAS ın Patna Vicarıate that he exhibited his heroic leadership anı his crusade
egan ın earnest 18 TIhe materia|l anı spiritual condition of the Church ın the terrıtory
assigned LO the NECEW Vicarıate WAS shocking. ManYy of the Catholics had almost gıven
the practice of religion, due LO ack of pastoral Carct, 1le others WT the of grea
disedification.

(In the apuchin WOrk n 'atna, appomtment. But when the LWO (In the apuchin Mlıssion n
ar epal an  1bet, SE Preliates Sal ACWN together AISCU 55 Hindustan, SE MAISSION! Ae| Mlınaor'
racent,t study: avlı LORENZEN, The the Al  on a unds, the territorial Cappuccmn, unte Storicoa, Vol |
S>Courge a the Mission, arco ela mıts a the LWO Jurisdictions, the J6 Orlentall, artle Seconda,
Tomba n Hindustan, N ew E 201 number a MISSIONATIESs 015 allotten 571955, Nepal-Bengala-Indostan
also, JOS L AFPU KINg, FOrT, oach Vicarlate and Imllar LOPICS, MAISSION! Agra, 'atna, Allahabad,
Zamındarıs and Mliissionarlies: The [Dr Carli roalised that atna WM/AS eINng Lahore, Almer, Simla, Bettiah, DY
ounding a Bihar's Oldest Christian given step-motherly Lreatment.: Clemente DA T ERZORIO, Koma 1955
Community, 1745, n Proceedings VANNINI, BISNOp artmann (FN 1), 38 Father Clement DA |ERZORIO ‚ ed.|
a the Indıan History Congress, (1 STOres TIrom the apuchin Mlıssion
Session, Calcutta 000, 1011-1028, n Nepal, Bengal and Hindustan,

Mgr Carlı's resignation mMUST NO KOomMme 1935 }, apuchin Monastery,
015 taken al In Tace value. Back TIrom Sahlbabad, ar radesh
KOoMme, [Dr Borghil WM/AS SUTE that HIS
Coadjutor WOUuUld acCCepL the I5
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4  Ministry in Patna Vicariate 

As noted above, Patna was the headquarters of the Capuchin Mission in eastern India.12 In 
1820 the centre of the mission was shifted from Patna to Agra, which was raised to a vicariate, 
with practically the whole of north India as its territory. In 1845, Dr. Borghi, Vicar Apostolic 
of Agra convinced Rome to make Patna an independent Vicariate, bifurcating the eastern 
territories under Patna and suggested Mgr. Gaetano Carli as Vicar Apostolic. Since the lat-
ter declined,13 Borghi proposed to Rome Fr. Hartmann, »a man of virtue and still more of 
prudence and of science«, as Vicar Apostolic of Patna. He was very reluctant, but Borghi 
prevailed upon him to accept the nomination. On September 30, 1845 Pope Gregory  XVI 
appointed Hartmann, Titular Bishop of Derbe, and first Vicar Apostolic of Patna. On the 
15th March 1846, he was consecrated Bishop in the Cathedral of Agra by Bishop Borghi and 
he proceeded to Patna. 

Patna, the provincial city of the Mughals and later under the Bengal Presidency of the 
British, had 300,000 inhabitants at the time. When he arrived there, he saw the Cathedral 
in ruins, the roof caving in; the mission house likewise was in ruins. There were no schools, 
no Sisters or Brothers. The new Vicariate with a population of 20-30 millions, had an area of 
150,000 square miles; the Vicariate had 2700 Catholics and four missionaries. The Vicariate 
consisted of Bettiah, Chuhari, Patna, Dinapore, Bhagalpur, Monghyr and Purnea besides the 
entire Kingdom of Nepal and the small Kingdom of Sikkim with their adjacent territories.14 

In order to understand his person, his qualities of mind and heart, his achievements 
and failures, it is essential to have a general idea about the missionary situation of North 
India during his time.15 

The traveling conditions of North India in his days were very primitive and incommo-
dious: bullock-cart was the usual means of transport. To use his own words »I had to travel 
700 miles in bullock-cart, foremost part through jungles infested with tigers and along very 
hard roads over hilly and stony country; the days were dreadfully hot … at times a pasto-
ral visit meant traveling through desert wastes …«  16 Not infrequently the Bishop found 
himself before a river in flood. At times he traveled on horseback or on elephants exposed 
to scorching heat of the sun. Three times he made the steep ascent to Darjeeling (nearly 
7000 feet) and each time he was thrown off the horse.17

It was in Patna Vicariate that he exhibited his heroic leadership and his crusade 
began in earnest.18 The material and spiritual condition of the Church in the territory 
assigned to the new Vicariate was shocking. Many of the Catholics had almost given up 
the practice of religion, due to lack of pastoral care, while others were the cause of great 
disedification.19

12 On the Capuchin work in Patna, 
Bihar state, Nepal and Tibet, see a 
recent study: David N. Lorenzen, The 
Scourge of the Mission, Marco della 
Tomba in Hindustan, New Delhi 2010; 
also, Jose KaLapura, King, Fort, 
Zamindaris and Missionaries: The 
Founding of Bihar’s Oldest Christian 
Community, 1745, in: Proceedings 
of the Indian History Congress, 61 st 
Session, Calcutta 2000, 1011-1028.
13 Mgr Carli’s resignation must not 
be taken at its face value. Back from 
Rome, Dr Borghi was sure that his 
Coadjutor would accept the new 

appointment. But when the two 
Prelates sat down together to discuss 
the division of funds, the territorial 
limits of the two jurisdictions, the 
number of missionaries to be allotted 
to each Vicariate and similar topics, 
Dr  Carli realised that Patna was being 
given a step-motherly treatment: 
VannInI, Bishop Hartmann (fn 1), 38. 

14 On the Capuchin Mission in 
Hindustan, see Missioni del Minori 
Cappuccini, Sunto Storico, Vol. IX, 
Indie Orientali, Parte Seconda,  
1745-1935, Nepal-Bengala-Indostan 
Missioni Agra, Patna, Allahabad, 
Lahore, Ajmer, Simla, Bettiah, by 
P.  Clemente da TerzorIo, Roma 1935 
(Father Clement da TerzorIo [ed.], 
Stories from the Capuchin Mission 
in Nepal, Bengal and Hindustan, 
Rome 1935), Capuchin Monastery, 
Sahibabad, Uttar Pradesh.
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The Bishop 1aCE: aCcuTte financial cerunch. The ubsidy sanctioned for the erection gf the
LICW Vicarılate arrived. Patna WdS etting by WdY gf eople’s collection, Rs 5 per
month bor [WO>he had IO TransacTt ımportant business. Worn OuT church vestmen(tTs,

wooden Crosler and ring costing Rsp WdS a ll his wealth, 11 SOTILIE onated jewellery
nabled him IO have the pectoral and nng. collection arranged brought him
Rs.100/ IO eg1ın the Organızatıon gf Vicarlate nearly the S17€ gf Fkrance. Vexed with these
problems, he wrotle, » [t WdS though God had withdrawn himself and gıven full
IO the prince gf dar  ess «“  Ö

4.1 anagıng Fınances AN:
ul  ing Church Instıtutions

Bishop Hartmann’'s [WO greg Adifhculties WCIC ack gf mM1ssS1ONary personnel and gf un:
Hıs first ACT WdS LO petition LO Rome LO send him TLL1UOIE MmMlissi1ONAFrIeSs. In fact few 11U115

gf the C ongregation gf Jesus and Mary had been selected for Patna but due IO SOTILIE

misunderstanding they directed their WdY IO Agra where they had been working SINCE
1842“ And M1IsSsSIONAFIES egan IO trickle ın gradually. He Iso wrote LO the Society f the
Propagation gf the Faith ın Lyons, esides the Imperia. Family gf AustrIla, for financial
assıstance, ın Order LO repalr his dilapidate churches and LO put schoaol buildings. Hıs
pleading did NOT 8 unheede: and his ()W] COUNIrYy contributed generously. AIl his etters
IO Rome contained plea for INncrease ın personnel and Anances “

He leaded for TLLUOIE un: for his Varlous projects: LICW church AI Purnea, Loreto
CONVenNT, LICW school and hostel AI Darjeeling, ST George’s Seminary for those who
chowed S1QNS of vocatıon, and other works that WEIEC go1ng ın the vicarıate. TIhe Prelate
VEln had LO borrow Rs.2000/ LO make the ayments.

He Iso renovated the Patna Cathedral, eNlarge the pres  ery LO the Bishop's
House, IO host MI1IsSsSIONAFIES and Iso provisional schoaol and SeminarYy. He visited
Danapur where the ast India C(‚ompany had sanctioned and for LICW church and CONVeEeNLT.
Ihe LICW church for the Irish garrıson ( ALLIE up ın 1556, with the help government and
the soldiers. He procured about of land AI ankipur the an Ganges. (n
September 1549 he aid the foundation of St oseph's chapel and the foundation STONE of

future CONVENLT. In 1552 this INSLULULION WdS handed VEr (8 the management of the Sisters
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Nary (IBMV-NnOwW christened (‚‚ongregation of Jesus)

TOom Munich. They ALC ST1 O1Ng COMa SerVICE ın Bihar and elsewhere ın India * He
lessed beautiful Church AI Purnea and opened boys school and orphanage ın the
Bishop's House “*

Or study a the Catholic MIS- Adelhelm JANN, OFM. Cap., Mo- Under Mary’s Mantle: History
SIONS n North 1a {l} 175 /, SE Danlel mMuUuMENTA Anastasıana, documenta, a the Institute a the RBlessen Vırgın
D' SO UZA, History a the Catholic vıtam AT SOrV Del Anastasıus MarYy IBMV) n 1a and epal
Church n North India, il 1757} artmann OFM Cap.,[Collus- (1853-19 St. Joseph’'s @_Oonvent,
Mangalore, apuchin Friary, n.d rantıa Pars Prima, Vol.1,1830-18652, atna 1967
4ampion a ar Ucernae 1959, 19-150, also, VANNIN JANN, Annalıbus Mıssionum

(FN O} 361 Bishop artmann (FN 1} 54. (FN 1}
bld. 382 VANNINI, Bishop artmann
4Herolc Church | cad (FN 1), 37-38.

ership (FN 5), 55-56. 21 DId. 44.
A ARA PRA/PUTHENKALAM),

Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 242
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The Bishop faced acute financial crunch. The subsidy sanctioned for the erection of the 
new Vicariate never arrived. Patna was getting by way of people’s collection, Rs. 30    / per 
month. For two years, he had to transact important business. Worn out church vestments, 
a wooden crosier and a ring costing Rs.2    / was all his wealth, till some donated jewellery 
enabled him to have the pectoral cross and ring. A collection arranged brought him 
Rs.100  / to begin the organization of a Vicariate nearly the size of France. Vexed with these 
problems, he wrote, »It was as though God had withdrawn himself and given full power 
to the prince of darkness.«  20 

4.1  Managing Finances and  
Building Church Institutions

Bishop Hartmann’s two great difficulties were lack of missionary personnel and of funds. 
His first act was to petition to Rome to send him more missionaries. In fact a few nuns 
of the Congregation of Jesus and Mary had been selected for Patna but due to some 
misunderstanding they directed their way to Agra where they had been working since 
1842.21 And missionaries began to trickle in gradually. He also wrote to the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith in Lyons, besides the Imperial Family of Austria, for financial 
assistance, in order to repair his dilapidated churches and to put up school buildings. His 
pleading did not go unheeded, and his own country contributed generously. All his letters 
to Rome contained a plea for an increase in personnel and finances.22 

He pleaded for more funds for his various projects: a new church at Purnea, Loreto 
convent, a new school and a hostel at Darjeeling, St. George’s Seminary for those who 
showed signs of a vocation, and other works that were going on in the vicariate. The Prelate 
even had to borrow Rs.2000  / to make the necessary payments. 

He also renovated the Patna Cathedral, enlarged the presbytery to serve as the Bishop’s 
House, to host missionaries and also as a provisional school and Seminary. He visited 
Danapur where the East India Company had sanctioned land for a new church and convent. 
The new church for the Irish garrison came up in 1856, with the help of the government and 
the soldiers. He procured about 6 acres of land at Bankipur on the banks of the Ganges. On 
September 23, 1849 he laid the foundation of St. Joseph’s chapel and the foundation stone of 
a future convent. In 1852 this institution was handed over to the management of the Sisters 
of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBMV-now christened as Congregation of Jesus) 
from Munich. They are still doing yeoman service in Bihar and elsewhere in India.23 He 
blessed a beautiful Church at Purnea and opened a boys’ school and an orphanage in the 
Bishop’s House.24

15 For a study of the Catholic mis-
sions in North India till 1757, see Daniel 
D’Souza, A History of the Catholic 
Church in North India, (till 1757), 
Mangalore, Capuchin Friary, n. d.
16 MuLLIgan, Champion of Faith 
(fn 6), 381.
17 Ibid. 382.
18 KaLapura, Heroic Church Lead-
ership (fn 5), 55-56. 

19 Adelhelm Jann, ofm. Cap., Mo - 
numenta Anastasiana, documenta, 
vitam et gesta Servi Dei Anastasius 
Hartmann ofm. Cap., Episcopi Collus-
trantia Pars Prima, Vol. 1, 1830-1852, 
Lucernae 1939, 119-130; also, VannInI, 
Bishop Hartmann (fn 1), 34.
20 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 37-38.
21 Ibid. 44.
22 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 242. 

23 Under Mary’s Mantle: History 
of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (Ibmv) in India and Nepal 
(1853-1986), St. Joseph’s Convent, 
Patna 1987.
24 Jann, Annalibus Missionum  
(fn 1). 
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In 18549,;, Darjeeling, Chunar, enares and azipur WCIC eiachne TOom Agra and put
under the jurisdiction gf Patna TIhis created additional financial burden In October,
he lessed church dedicated LO ST Finbar, ul with the un: gf the MIsSsSION and the
subscription gf the soldiers. The bishop Iso lessed the first emporary church AI Benares,;
dedicated LO ()ur Lady gf the Assumption.“”

Overall, ın spıte gf financial constraıints, Hartmann raised enough un: IO either CI10-

valTte ul several churches and institutions. Institutions WCIC eing consolidated with
Tes personnel TOm abroad Within Oour he had aid SOl foundation for the future
development gf Patna Church

Hartmann, Zealous Pastor

Oug! overwhelmed with the urdens of admıinistration Hartmann OUuUnNı! time for pastoral
pursults. bor several months he WwWenT CvVCLY Sunday morning (8 the Cantonment Station of
Danapur, 25 kilometers TOom his headquarters AI Patna CIty, IO celebhrate Mass AaN: IO preach
IO the Irish soldiers stationed there, and then immediately returned IO Patna IO celebrate
the Parochial Mass and eliver second sermon * To gel acquainted with the Bettiah
Christians““ north Bihar he travelled IO Bettiah ın mid 1546, O1Ng five-day OULLICY by
ullock arı The Bishop WdS consoled by the enthusiastic gf the Christians. He
wanted LO OPCN school for boys and another for gIrIs AI Bettiah, IO be [[U  — by religious
Sisters and Brothers, and Iso school for boys and seminary [[U  — by Jesuits AI Patna, but
did NOT materialize soon *$ He proceeded LO Chuhari, eleven kilometers north gf Bettiah,
where SOTILIE Newar Christians Tom epa. had been ettled SINCE 1786.”” He Iso wanted
IO 8 IO Nepal.”®

Later he visited Purnea AI the end gf 1546 where Our Protestants f distinguishe fam-
iLy joined the atholıc Church Hartmann’'s dl for individualal IN evident TOom the
following episode. certaın Mr. (.rulse gf Purnea taughtIdoctrines. The Prelate
wrotTte LO him INa etters with unending patiıence, but ıt WdS ın vaın. During VIsSIT IO
Purnea ın 1548, he had long discussions with Mr. (.rulse and managed (8 wın him VET. He
VEln became close friend and benefactor gf the MISSIONS for SOTILIE time  S51

VANNINI, Bishop artmann 14A5 merged n the dentity a Jalfel
(FN 1), 54-58 the M tan Christlans. OC VANNINI, BISNOp artmann

30-70 Actually, T WM/AS attempL (FN 1} 93-13
Or study a ndigenous re-estahlish MISSION n Nepal, for the Or study the Bombay

Christian cComMuUnNITY n RBaettiah Capuchins nmad sstahlishel four MIS- Churceh, SE 5J, The Church
oundend DYy the Capuchins, SE 1y SION CENTres n the Kathmandu Valley al the Gateway a India, Bombay 1960
thesis: JOS4Religion WdY mhack n the 17205. epal Or Axhaustive study a the
and Community: The Making a MISSION eontINuUed {l} 1769, when the adrocadeo question n Bombay,
the Battiah and Ravıdasıi Christlans Capuchins WT as Cave epal SE the LwWO-volumes a Ernest
n Bihar, 930-580, unpublished DYy the 15 Shahn rulers a epal LL, 5.J., Bombay Mission-History
PM D.Thesis, ( onlire Tor Historica| OC Ae aıls n Fulgentius VANNINI, ITA Specla| UudYy adroado
Studies, Jawaharlal| Nehru University, Christian Settiements n epal During Question, 1534-1556, Hublished n
New el 1999 the Eighteenth Century, Agra 19 / 7, 927 and Vol 1, (1858-1890), Dub-

The first SCHOO| n Battiah WM/AS also, JOS L AFPU epal Inseribend sheqd n 1950, Bombay.
sstahlishe n 18500, during the SACONa Christian Mlıssionarles n epal n the Ihe marratıve a this Scton S
LenNnure a artmann 1 &1 Century, n Proceedings a the axtractend TIrom article n OOkKlet

The migrant ewar Christlans Indıan History Congress, 69“ Session, form titied, artımann, He Crusader,
Irom epal WT ettend n village Kannur 2006, 661-9023. authored DY »(One Wn has Knelt al
Chuhar' atfter 1760 when thıs village + 1 AMPRA/PUTHENKALAM, MIS tomb« ANON orobably
WAS ranted A S zamıindarn the Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 24U0-2442 apuchin MISsSIONATY, noNn-dated:;
Capuchins DY the British. The dentity VANNINI, Bishop artmann AocuMent al Ishop’s OUSE Archives,
a the ewar Christians, OTr the (FN 1), 85. 'atna, 1-28.
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In 1849, Darjeeling, Chunar, Benares and Ghazipur were detached from Agra and put 
under the jurisdiction of Patna. This created an additional financial burden. In October, 
he blessed a church dedicated to St. Finbar, built with the funds of the mission and the 
subscription of the soldiers. The bishop also blessed the first temporary church at Benares, 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Assumption.25 

Overall, in spite of financial constraints, Hartmann raised enough funds to either reno-
vate or build several churches and institutions. Institutions were being consolidated with 
fresh personnel from abroad. Within four years he had laid a solid foundation for the future 
development of Patna Church. 

4.2   Hartmann, a Zealous Pastor 

Though overwhelmed with the burdens of administration Hartmann found time for pastoral 
pursuits. For several months he went every Sunday morning to the Cantonment Station of 
Danapur, 25 kilometers from his headquarters at Patna City, to celebrate Mass and to preach 
to the Irish soldiers stationed there, and then immediately returned to Patna to celebrate 
the Parochial Mass and deliver a second sermon.26 To get acquainted with the Bettiah 
Christians  27 in north Bihar he travelled to Bettiah in mid 1846, doing a five-day journey by 
bullock cart. The Bishop was consoled by the enthusiastic response of the Christians. He 
wanted to open a school for boys and another for girls at Bettiah, to be run by religious 
Sisters and Brothers, and also a school for boys and a seminary run by Jesuits at Patna, but 
did not materialize soon.28 He proceeded to Chuhari, eleven kilometers north of Bettiah, 
where some Newar Christians from Nepal had been settled since 1786.29 He also wanted 
to go to Nepal.30 

Later he visited Purnea at the end of 1846 where four Protestants of a distinguished fam-
ily joined the Catholic Church. Hartmann’s care for individual faithful is evident from the 
following episode. A certain Mr. R. Cruise of Purnea taught wrong doctrines. The Prelate 
wrote to him many letters with unending patience, but it was in vain. During a visit to 
Purnea in 1848, he had long discussions with Mr. Cruise and managed to win him over. He 
even became a close friend and benefactor of the missions for some time.31 

25 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 54-58.
26 Ibid. 36-70.
27 For a study of an indigenous 
Christian community in Bettiah 
founded by the Capuchins, see my 
thesis: Jose KaLapura, Religion 
and Community: The Making of 
the Bettiah and Ravidasi Christians 
in Bihar, 1930-80, unpublished 
Ph. D. Thesis, Centre for Historical 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi 1999. 
28 The first school in Bettiah was 
established in 1860, during the second 
tenure of Hartmann. 
29 The migrant Newar Christians 
from Nepal were settled in village 
Chuhari after 1786 when this village 
was granted as a zamindari to the 
Capuchins by the British. The identity 
of the Newar Christians, over the 

years, has merged in the identity of 
the Bettiah Christians. 
30 Actually, it was an attempt to 
re-establish a mission in Nepal, for the 
Capuchins had established four mis-
sion centres in the Kathmandu Valley 
way back in the 1720s. The Nepal 
mission continued till 1769, when the 
Capuchins were asked to leave Nepal 
by the new Shah rulers of Nepal. 
See details in Fulgentius VannInI, 
Christian Settlements in Nepal During 
the Eighteenth Century, Agra 1977; 
also, Jose KaLapura, Nepal Inscribed: 
Christian Missionaries in Nepal in the 
18 th Century, in: Proceedings of the 
Indian History Congress, 69th Session, 
Kannur 2008, 881-903.
31 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 240-242.
32 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 85.

33 Ibid. 
34 See VannInI, Bishop Hartmann 
(fn 1), 93-138.
35 For a study on the Bombay 
Church, see J. H. Gense, sJ, The Church 
at the Gateway of India, Bombay 1960.
36 For an exhaustive study of the 
Padroado question in Bombay, 
see the two-volumes of Ernest R.  
HuLL, s. J., Bombay Mission-History 
with A Special Study of The Padroado 
Question, 1534-1858, published in 
1927 and Vol. II, (1858-1890), pub-
lished in 1930, Bombay. 
37 The narrative of this section is 
extracted from an article in booklet 
form titled, Hartmann, the Crusader, 
authored by »One who has knelt at 
his tomb« (anon), probably a 
Capuchin missionary, non-dated: 
document at Bishop’s House Archives, 
Patna, 1-28.
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Ministry ın Bombay Vıcarıate

111e he entertained ILLALLY plans for the mMI1ss1ion of Patna, 13  th December 1549, Hartmann
received order TOm Rome IO roceed TO Bombay TO take ()VEL the administration of that
sorely tried M1SsSS10N. Fven 111e ın Bombay, he remained Vıcar Apostolic of Patna Hence his
jurisdiction 110O extended IO three quarters of the British Empire ın India (see Appendix-l:

of three vicariates). OuUg! the appointment WdAd>S expected IO be emporarYy, he WAd>S NOT
IO reiurn IO Patna Fr. AthanasiuserWAS made Vicar Apostolic of Patna ıIn March 1854.°“

The Bombay Vicarlate comprised then nearly (I11 Afth gf the Ole Indian terrıtory. It
extended TOm the Konkan TO iın Afghanistan. It numbered million sguls: medley
gf CvVCLY Lype;, language, castfe and creed. The 0O,00' Catholics WCIC scatteredI this
VaST Ör

When he eached the residence gf the Vıcar Apostolic he OUnN: the desk gf the
STUdYy gf his predecessor the atter’'s spiritual legacy cConsisting gf the words » Woe IO I11LY
SUCCESSOF! & Bishop Hartmann realized the implication f$these words, for he knew the sadl
history behind them The condition gf the MI1IsSsS1ON gf Bombay Vicarılate Wds, indeed, vC
discouraging.““ In the words of Jesuit Hıstorian O  OmMDaYy Father Gense, »the ecclesiastical
Sky gf Bombay WdS cloud-covered and 55  storm-swept«.

The ignorance gf the English the part gf the Italian cClergy, the resentimentTt gf secular
cClergy agalnst the Carmelites, the laity actıng though the churches WCIC their ()W] and
usıng the I9M3ERI= gf (I11 Prelate agalnst the other, the (GJovernment einNg pestered with
petit1ions and counter petitions this WdS the sSıtuation ın the Vicarlate when Hartmann
took charge gf the Bombay Vicarılate. br ull described the ten priıor LO his arrıval
(1840-1850), the Dark Ages Bombay Vicariate« ®

5.1 Jurisdictional Confllict ın Bombay
Of al ] the problems ın Bombay, those elated IO double jurisdiction« WCIC the WOFST. To
understand the [CASOTIS MUST briefly 8 VEr the historical background gf the Bombay
Mission *“ Since Carly 16 th CeNTUrYy, Portuguese explorers and colonizers ailing round the

MASCHMIR ppendixX-1A ÄArgeas OT Hartman'’'sAnl  'D 7'/BE Vica rlates
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5   Ministry in Bombay Vicariate

While he entertained many plans for the mission of Patna, on 13th December 1849, Hartmann 
received an order from Rome to proceed to Bombay to take over the administration of that 
sorely tried mission. Even while in Bombay, he remained Vicar Apostolic of Patna. Hence his 
jurisdiction now extended to three quarters of the British Empire in India (see Appendix-1: 
areas of three vicariates). Though the appointment was expected to be temporary, he was not 
to return to Patna as Fr. Athanasius Zuber was made Vicar Apostolic of Patna in March 1854.32 

The Bombay Vicariate comprised then nearly one fifth of the whole Indian territory. It 
extended from the Konkan to Kabul in Afghanistan. It numbered 21 million souls: a medley 
of every type, language, caste and creed. The 40,000 Catholics were scattered among this 
vast horde. 

When he reached the residence of the Vicar Apostolic he found on the desk of the 
study of his predecessor the latter’s spiritual legacy consisting of the words »Woe to my 
successor!«  33 Bishop Hartmann realized the implication of these words, for he knew the sad 
history behind them. The condition of the mission of Bombay Vicariate was, indeed, very 
discouraging.34 In the words of Jesuit Historian of Bombay Father Gense, »the ecclesiastical 
sky of Bombay was cloud-covered and storm-swept«.35 

The ignorance of the English on the part of the Italian clergy, the resentment of secular 
clergy against the Carmelites, the laity acting as though the churches were their own and 
using the name of one Prelate against the other, the Government being pestered with 
petitions and counter petitions – this was the situation in the Vicariate when Hartmann 
took charge of the Bombay Vicariate. Fr. Hull sJ described the ten years prior to his arrival 
(1840-1850), ›the Dark Ages of the Bombay Vicariate‹.36

5.1  Jurisdictional Conflict in Bombay 

Of all the problems in Bombay, those related to ›double jurisdiction‹ were the worst. To 
understand the reasons we must briefly go over the historical background of the Bombay 
Mission.37 Since early 16  th century, Portuguese explorers and colonizers sailing round the 

Appendix-1  
Areas of Hartman’s  
Vicariates
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Cape gf G00d Hope had SeT up their enclaves along the COAaST gf India and beyond. In
their wake Ollowe: the Portuguese M1IsSsSIONAFIES who Went for evangelization. In C(COULSC

gf time the Pope conferred the Kings gf ortuga. the duty gf evangelization g1VvINg VaST

authority protec{iors gf a ll NEWIY ounded churches ın Asla, Africa, and merica. This
civil-ecclesiastical admıinistrative arrangement WdSs called Aadroado (patronage system. Ihe
arge TLOown gf (30A eventually became the See f Archbishop under whose authority al ]
the VaST terriıtories AdL1L1E€ Äs long ortuga retained her colonial> the MI1ISSIONS ın
her dominions flourished When, however, the English and Dutch gained the SUPFEMAC ın
the Indian ()cean and the countrıes bordering ıt;, the influence Portuguese egan
IO windle In Church matters, however, the Portuguese WEIC NOT ready LO g1ve up their
influence VEr a ll those VasT MIsSsSION an Neither WCIC they able IO upport and expand
MIsSsSION work ın the under their CONTIrOo138

In Oorder IO prevent stagnatıon, Popes SeNT Vicars Apostolic (8 India, under their Depart-
ment for M1SS1ONS, the Congregation de Fide Propaganda (Propaganda ın short, established
ın 1622), who WCIC NOT IO be dependent the (30an (Padroado) Church authorities.
Missionarles Of various nationalities and different religious Ssocletles WCIC enlisted and SeNT
IO the ast under Vicars Apostolic.””

ortuga. took umbrage AI the gf Propaganda m1ss1ıonarıles, and long and
bitter struggle egan The Portuguese COUrFrT and the (30an cClergy who WCIC deeply evoted
IO 1t, did al ] ın their IO embitter the lives gf a ]] Vicars Apostolic nominated by Kome,
insulting them » WOIV€S «, »propagandists «, »invaders«, VEln »anti-Christs«. They Went

far IO eclare that the papa. decree COU. NOT have ALLY binding ın India unless
ıt received PreviOus Ssanctıon TOom Portugal.“®

TIhe Vicars Apostolic WeTe harassed ın V WdY and frequently dragged before
non-Christian judges, Tom whom they COU. hope for littlie Justice. sadl STAaTtEe gf affairs:

movement, 1C WOou defend the al but defy the Pope 141
Clashes for Ö between the Adroado cClergy and Catholics and those under

Propaganda. This roblem WdS vC aCcuTte ın Bombay. In effect the parishioners with
maJor1ity vVvoTtfe COU. Pass TOom (I11!  ar jurisdiction LO the other and thus a ll canonical
discipline WdS undermined. This WdS maJor lacuna ın the ecclesiastical admıinistration.

Bishop Hartmann meTt with stubborn resistance TOom the cClergy who WEIC vC SyIı1-
pathetic owards Adroado He had LO confront diverse pastoral challenges arısıng TOom
jurisdictional conflicts. few instances ALC narrated here

The Rector gf the Bombay SeminarYy, br Agostinho ()sori0 Lourenco, with nıne gf
his Seminarlans crossed VEr IO the AArTrOAaAdO party ın 18539 He had become staunch
supporter gf the and ounded the adroadQO Defence Association *#

In 18552 the island gf Salsette andra SOTIIE 1900 ishermen repented gf their
opposiıtion LO the Bishop and humbly offered him their allegiance. They 110 wanted IO
ul church, they pooled their TESUOUTCES and bought suitable plece of land, and egan

4Herolc Church The Examıner, Bombay The Examiner (FN 2A4}
Leadership (FN 5),58. 1909 63-193. Adelhelm JANN, OFM. Cap.,
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Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 246 Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 246 Chronicie 19 1936) 5352

OC VANNINI, BISNOp artmann ÄANON, artmann, the (rusader
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Cape of Good Hope had set up their enclaves along the coast of India and beyond. In 
their wake followed the Portuguese missionaries who went for evangelization. In course 
of time the Pope conferred on the Kings of Portugal the duty of evangelization giving vast 
authority as protectors of all newly founded churches in Asia, Africa, and America. This 
civil-ecclesiastical administrative arrangement was called Padroado (patronage) system. The 
large town of Goa eventually became the See of an Archbishop under whose authority all 
the vast territories came. As long as Portugal retained her colonial power, the missions in 
her dominions flourished. When, however, the English and Dutch gained the supremacy in 
the Indian Ocean and the countries bordering on it, the influence of the Portuguese began 
to dwindle. In Church matters, however, the Portuguese were not ready to give up their 
influence over all those vast mission lands. Neither were they able to support and expand 
mission work in the areas under their control.38 

In order to prevent stagnation, Popes sent Vicars Apostolic to India, under their Depart-
ment for missions, the Congregation de Fide Propaganda (Propaganda in short, established 
in 1622), who were not to be dependent on the Goan (Padroado) Church authorities. 
Missionaries of various nationalities and different religious societies were enlisted and sent 
to the East under Vicars Apostolic.39 

Portugal took umbrage at the presence of Propaganda missionaries, and a long and 
bitter struggle began. The Portuguese court and the Goan clergy who were deeply devoted 
to it, did all in their power to embitter the lives of all Vicars Apostolic nominated by Rome, 
insulting them as »wolves«, »propagandists«, »invaders«, even »anti-Christs«. They went 
as far as to declare that the papal decree could not have any binding power in India unless 
it received previous sanction from Portugal.40

The Vicars Apostolic were harassed in every way and frequently dragged before 
non-Christian judges, from whom they could hope for little justice. A sad state of affairs: 
a movement, which would defend the faith but defy the Pope!  41

Clashes for power arose between the Padroado clergy and Catholics and those under 
Propaganda. This problem was very acute in Bombay. In effect the parishioners with a 
majority vote could pass on from one jurisdiction to the other and thus all canonical 
discipline was undermined. This was a major lacuna in the ecclesiastical administration. 

Bishop Hartmann met with stubborn resistance from the clergy who were very sym-
pathetic towards Padroado. He had to confront diverse pastoral challenges arising from 
jurisdictional conflicts. A few instances are narrated here. 

1 The Rector of the Bombay Seminary, Fr Agostinho Osorio Lourenco, with nine of 
his Seminarians crossed over to the Padroado party in 1839. He had become so staunch a 
supporter of the cause and founded the Padroado Defence Association.42 

2 In 1852 on the island of Salsette (Bandra) some 1900 fishermen repented of their 
opposition to the Bishop and humbly offered him their allegiance. They now wanted to 
build a church, so they pooled their resources and bought a suitable piece of land, and began 

38 KaLapura, Heroic Church 
Leadership (fn 5), 58.
39 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 246.
40 See VannInI, Bishop Hartmann 
(fn 1), 139-184.
41 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 246. 
42 Ibid. 88.
43 MuLLIgan, Champion of 
Faith (fn 6), 382.

44 The Examiner, Bombay 60 
(1909) 183-193. 
45 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 246.
46 Anon, Hartmann, the Crusader 
(fn 37).
47 For a complete narrative of 
the incident, see VannInI, Bishop 
Hartmann (fn 1), 150-169. 
48 KaLapura, Heroic Church 
Leadership (fn 5), 60.

49 The Examiner (fn 44). 
50 Adelhelm Jann, ofm. Cap., 
Anastasius Hartmann, in: Seraphic 
Chronicle 19 (1936) 332.
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digging the foundations. Ihe Adroado Clergy AaN: people opposed the essing church
with al ] their m1g It WdS deemed vC imprudent for the Bishop IO 0 warnıng eached
him TOom al ] COLTILICLS and VEln Tom his ega. adviser. Everyone dissuaded him, but he said
courageously, »What! if the Bishop himself fears what ( Al be expected gf the ock?«

The rouble makers immediately ALL1E forward, and VEln went far LO snatch the
togls AWdY TOm the workmen’san TIhey threatened that Bishop Hartmann WOoOu 3088
nothing without the S  e  Ing gf [018] and that anything he did Succeed ın utting
Wou be Torn down immediately.

(Iur Crusader WdS nOoTt TO be intimidated. He walked ten miles OQuT ofBombay IO holiday
resort IO meeTlt personally the British Offhicials, and secured the uıllest protection. Oug! ll
feeling AaN: threats by died down fter this, yel the work proceeded teadily, AaN: the
church WdS completed in few months, and became the stronghold of theal Cathaoalics

In 1553 jurisdictional conflict erupted between Hartmann and Jerome de Matta,
Bishop of Macao (a Vicarı]late ın China), Aadroado Bishop who, his WdY TO (G03; dropped
ın AI Bombay and without the CONSENT fHartmann admıinistered SAcCcramentTs IO the ndo-
Portuguese Clergy.““ This brought ın INa UNDECESSdaL y troublesI the Catholics gf
his vicarlıate and Hartmann had LO gel the assıstance gf Rome LO settle the maftiter.

When, forÖ irregularities br Ya7z Fernandes, Vıcar Church gf ()ur Lady gf
Salvation AI Dadar WdS suspended, ın spıte gf the valiant efforts gf Hartmann, the parish-
loners Went VEr LO the (30an regıme (Padroado) similar incident Occurred AI olapur,
Belgaum and Dharwar *°

Hartmann wrotle, »Nobody ın Europe ( Al realize I11LY sSıtuatıon227  Heroic Church Leadership in India  digging the foundations. The Padroado clergy and people opposed the blessing of the church  with all their might. It was deemed very imprudent for the Bishop to go: warning reached  him from all corners and even from his legal adviser. Everyone dissuaded him, but he said  courageously, »What! if the Bishop himself fears what can be expected of the flock?«4  The trouble makers immediately came forward, and even went as far as to snatch the  tools away from the workmen’s hands. They threatened that Bishop Hartmann would build  nothing without the shedding of blood, and that anything he did succeed in putting up  would be torn down immediately.  Qur Crusader was not to be intimidated. He walked ten miles out of Bombay to a holiday  resort to meet personally the British Officials, and secured the fullest protection. Although ill  feeling and threats by no means died down after this, yet the work proceeded steadily, and the  church was completed in a few months, and became the stronghold of the faithful Catholics.  3 In 1853 a jurisdictional conflict erupted between Hartmann and Jerome de Matta,  Bishop of Macao (a Vicariate in China), a Padroado Bishop who, on his way to Goa, dropped  in at Bombay and without the consent of Hartmann administered sacraments to the Indo-  Portuguese clergy.44 This brought in many unnecessary troubles among the Catholics of  his vicariate and Hartmann had to get the assistance of Rome to settle the matter.  4 When, for gross irregularities Fr. Braz Fernandes, Vicar of the Church of Our Lady of  Salvation at Dadar was suspended, in spite of the valiant efforts of Hartmann, the parish-  ioners went over to the Goan regime (Padroado). A similar incident occurred at Sholapur,  Belgaum and Dharwar.*”  Hartmann wrote, »Nobody in Europe can realize my situation ... never in my life have  I needed more grace from God than I do now.«  46  5 Hartmann’s worst battlefield was Mahim.* During March 1853 Hartmann received  news that Mahim was on the verge of a break away, and that the walkover to the Goan  side was fixed for Sunday before Palm Sunday. The good Bishop was determined to save  the church by his personal presence. He drove in a closed carriage to the Mahim Church  on March 20, 1853, and arrived just as the voting slips were being distributed. He walked  through the crowd in full Pontifical vestments and reached the High Altar unopposed.  His unexpected appearance had dumfounded his enemies. The faithful Catholics rushed  in after him and some began to ring the church bells joyously. But his enemies now rallied  and endeavoured to drive away the Bishop and his followers. Only fear of reprisals from  the Government prevented them from murdering him.“%  Unbridled turmoil reigned, but the Bishop could not be intimidated, and with five  courageous supporters he remained unmoved within the sanctuary.  At about ten at night the police, who had been bribed, came with a posse and drove away  the few faithful that remained inside the church, and demanded that the Bishop also leave. He  refused, so they locked him inside and placed a guard at the door. They hoped to starve him  into submission, but two faithful Catholics, at the risk of their lives, succeeded in taking him  food secretly, and by their hands he sent a letter to a friend beseeching him to petition help  from the Government. But the officials were unwilling to interfere, and Hartmann remained  a prisoner in the closed and stuffy church.“*” After eight days of captivity the schematics,  headed by a native priest, had attempted to suffocate him with sulpur dioxide in the church.”®  Meanwhile the English Government Official heard of the lamentable state of affairs,  and he came in person to investigate. He was horrified at the sight, which met his eyes:  the emaciated face of the Bishop and the fainting and tortured fishermen. The Governor  ordered food and drink to be brought immediately, and assured Bishop Hartmann that he  may remain in possession of the Church till the court decided the case.ın I11LY ife have
needed TLLUOIE TOom God than ale

Hartmann’'s WOFST battleheld WdS Mahim *# During March 18553 Hartmann received
11CWS that Mahim WdS the gf rea AW d Y, and that the walkover LO the (10a3n
side WdS f1xed for Sunday before Palm Sunday. The good Bishop WdS determined LO SAVC

the church by his personal He Arove ın closed carrlage IO the Mahim Church
March 2 1853, and arrived Just the voting slips WCIC eing distribute He walked

hrough the crowd ın full Pontifical vestmentTs and eached the High Altar unoppose:
Hıs unexpected AaPPCAaFaNce had dumfounded his enemıles. The al Catholics rushed
ın fter him and SOTIIE egan IO nng the church OYOUSIY. But his enemıles 110 allied
and endeavoured IO drive AWAdY the Bishop and his followers Only egr f reprisals TOom
the (J0overnment prevented them TOom murdering him

Unbridled urmoil reigned, but the Bishop COU. NOT be intimidated, and with f1ve
COULASCOUS supporters he remained unmoved within the SANCIUAFrY.

At about ten AI nıg the police, who had been bribed, AL with o and drove AWdY
the few aithful that remained inside the church, AN: emande: that the Bishop Iso leave. He
refused, they locked him inside and placed guarı AI the doar. Ihey ope IO STArve him
ınto submission, but L[WOalCatholics, Al the üsk of their lives, SsSucceeded iın nghim
foogd secretly, and by their an he SeENT letter IO friend beseeching him TO petition help
TOm the (‚overnment. But the {fhcials WEIEC unwilling LO interfere, and Hartmann remained

prisoner ın the closed and stuffy church P After e1g. days of captıvı the schematics,
headed by natıve priest, had attempted IO suftocate him with sulpur 10xide ın the church >©

Meanwbhile the English (J0vernment Ofhicial eagr gf the lamentable STAaTtEe gf affairs,
and he ALL1E ın CIrSoN IO investigate. He WdS Orrıne: AI the S11g 1C meTt his CyYCS
the emaciated aCE gf the Bishop and the fainting and tortured fishermen. The (Jovernor
rdered food and Tın LO be brought immediately, and assured Bishop Hartmann that he
INAYy remaın ın possession gf the Church 11 the COUrFrT ecided the MN
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digging the foundations. The Padroado clergy and people opposed the blessing of the church 
with all their might. It was deemed very imprudent for the Bishop to go: warning reached 
him from all corners and even from his legal adviser. Everyone dissuaded him, but he said 
courageously, »What! if the Bishop himself fears what can be expected of the flock?«43

The trouble makers immediately came forward, and even went as far as to snatch the 
tools away from the workmen’s hands. They threatened that Bishop Hartmann would build 
nothing without the shedding of blood, and that anything he did succeed in putting up 
would be torn down immediately.

Our Crusader was not to be intimidated. He walked ten miles out of Bombay to a holiday 
resort to meet personally the British Officials, and secured the fullest protection. Although ill 
feeling and threats by no means died down after this, yet the work proceeded steadily, and the 
church was completed in a few months, and became the stronghold of the faithful Catholics.

3 In 1853 a jurisdictional conflict erupted between Hartmann and Jerome de Matta, 
Bishop of Macao (a Vicariate in China), a Padroado Bishop who, on his way to Goa, dropped 
in at Bombay and without the consent of Hartmann administered sacraments to the Indo-
Portuguese clergy.44 This brought in many unnecessary troubles among the Catholics of 
his vicariate and Hartmann had to get the assistance of Rome to settle the matter. 

4 When, for gross irregularities Fr. Braz Fernandes, Vicar of the Church of Our Lady of 
Salvation at Dadar was suspended, in spite of the valiant efforts of Hartmann, the parish-
ioners went over to the Goan regime (Padroado). A similar incident occurred at Sholapur, 
Belgaum and Dharwar.45 

Hartmann wrote, »Nobody in Europe can realize my situation … never in my life have 
I needed more grace from God than I do now.«  46

5 Hartmann’s worst battlefield was Mahim.47 During March 1853 Hartmann received 
news that Mahim was on the verge of a break away, and that the walkover to the Goan 
side was fixed for Sunday before Palm Sunday. The good Bishop was determined to save 
the church by his personal presence. He drove in a closed carriage to the Mahim Church 
on March 20, 1853, and arrived just as the voting slips were being distributed. He walked 
through the crowd in full Pontifical vestments and reached the High Altar unopposed. 
His unexpected appearance had dumfounded his enemies. The faithful Catholics rushed 
in after him and some began to ring the church bells joyously. But his enemies now rallied 
and endeavoured to drive away the Bishop and his followers. Only fear of reprisals from 
the Government prevented them from murdering him.48

Unbridled turmoil reigned, but the Bishop could not be intimidated, and with five 
courageous supporters he remained unmoved within the sanctuary.

At about ten at night the police, who had been bribed, came with a posse and drove away 
the few faithful that remained inside the church, and demanded that the Bishop also leave. He 
refused, so they locked him inside and placed a guard at the door. They hoped to starve him 
into submission, but two faithful Catholics, at the risk of their lives, succeeded in taking him 
food secretly, and by their hands he sent a letter to a friend beseeching him to petition help 
from the Government. But the officials were unwilling to interfere, and Hartmann remained 
a prisoner in the closed and stuffy church.49 After eight days of captivity the schematics, 
headed by a native priest, had attempted to suffocate him with sulpur dioxide in the church.50

Meanwhile the English Government Official heard of the lamentable state of affairs, 
and he came in person to investigate. He was horrified at the sight, which met his eyes: 
the emaciated face of the Bishop and the fainting and tortured fishermen. The Governor 
ordered food and drink to be brought immediately, and assured Bishop Hartmann that he 
may remain in possession of the Church till the court decided the case. 
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Eventually decision WdS passed ın his favour, and the good Bishop WdS Tee LO XCI -

1S€ his authority. He deemed ıt rudent LO remaın ın Mahim for 1le and for YCal
established his headquarters ın the ispute church dedicated IO ST Michael >}

After this incident, Join report by the Prelates TOom India WdS SENT LO the Pope The
Bishops begged the Pope LO 1ISSUE efinite directions regarding the policy f the Church ın
India ( In May 9) 18553, Pope Pıus issued his verdict regulating Church maftters ın India,
and threatening with excommMUNICAtTtION al ] who efused IO obey.”“

The Pope's ruling WdS immediately published. Bishop Hartmann tried his best LO help
those who had OC astray IO become reconciled, but INALLY ın their Oobstinate pride
the Pope's inJunction. With heavy heart the Bishop WdSs forced IO excommMUNICATE publichy
Our prliests. This firm step O the strength gf the Oopposiıtıion, and a  oug sporadic
rouble did flare CvVCLY 110 and agaln, (I11 parish fter another submitted, and (ICIT] al ]
returned LO allegiance with Rome  55

Later, the 5Supreme C.ourt ecided that the ownership of the Church elONgeE rather TO

Confraternity of the Immaculate (onception. Ihe harassment did NOT STOPp;, but he continued
ın pOSssessi1onN gf the Church and appointed (10a3n Jesuit priest Vıcar ın 1554 But
result gf the verdict, the Bishop had LO leave his Church, for 1C he had patiently and
courageously uftered Later the chapel of (Qur Lady of G00d Counsel at S10N, substation of
the Church ofMahim, WdS Iso lost Heul LICW church, ( ur Lady of Victories at Mahim,
and lessed ıt December 5) 1555 ın spıte adroadO section tryıng IO prevent ıt

Due IO his insıstent efforts, the (GJ0overnment rule that places of worship Wou NOT be
transferred TOom (I11 jurisdiction IO another. This WdS consoling verdict for him

5 Hartmann’s other Pastoral Challenges
ın Bombay

The first step gf the LICW Vıcar WdS LO restfore the Italian Discalced Carmelites--the M1S-
S1ONaAarı]ıes ın the Bombay Vicarılate--in their former sphere gf activity.” Hıs predecessor,
Bishop helan, ın Order IO AaPPCASEC his cCongregatıon, both European and natıve, took
drastic step 1849) expulsion gf the Carmelites, 1C Occasioned reprimand TOom the
Propaganda. Hartmann’s LLI1OVE roused STOrmM gf indignation. [1010)8| after, quarreilsome
parish emande': indemnity f Rs 6,000/ TIhen (I11 parish fter another severed
allegiance. Ihe Bombay atholıc Institute, pro-Iris. Organısatıon ounded ın 1545 by
Bishop Whelan’s Irish friends, WAS argely instrumental for the expulsion of the Carmelites.”®

When Bishop Fortinı (a former Carmelite Vicar Apostolic) died intestate, at the instance
of the Bombay atholıc Institute, his assels, equivalent TO Rs.120,000/-;, WEIC made ()VEL

IO the ofhcer appointed by the 5Supreme C‚ourt ın 1545 It WAdS only fter G1 months of
anguish, that the un: reverted IO the Administratoar. Ihese and other lawsuits OST him
Rs.6,000/- TODIeMSs of this kind AaN: other internal veyxations made him enter ın his 1ary

297Christmas Day 1850, » MY GOd, II1LY GOd, upONMN what vl days hast Ihou uffered IO fall.
The laity gf Esperanca Church had objecte IO Dr  elan appomlnting Vıcar ın the

quasi-Cathedral without their CONSENT. Hartmann asserted his rights, but after SO(TILIE hesita-
tiıon, appointed their naomınee TO the ofhce and thus voided awsuit. But the secular Clergy
and the Irish clique questioned his credentials, complained LO Rome and IO the (J0vern-
ment. He remoaved the Vıcar General for the English peaking Cathalics and »t00k ()VEL the
entire administration«. oug the oOpposıtion ardene ıts stand, he stood ike ock $

Äs the WdS entirely hostile the much-harassed Bishop had hannel gf COMMUNI-
catıon with his flock and of making known his sSide questlon, KNOWINg the
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Eventually a decision was passed in his favour, and the good Bishop was free to exer-
cise his authority. He deemed it prudent to remain in Mahim for a while and for a year 
established his headquarters in the disputed church – dedicated to St. Michael.51 

After this incident, a joint report by the Prelates from India was sent to the Pope. The 
Bishops begged the Pope to issue definite directions regarding the policy of the Church in 
India. On May 9, 1853, Pope Pius IX issued his verdict regulating Church matters in India, 
and threatening with excommunication all who refused to obey.52

The Pope’s ruling was immediately published. Bishop Hartmann tried his best to help 
those who had gone astray to become reconciled, but many in their obstinate pride defied 
the Pope’s injunction. With a heavy heart the Bishop was forced to excommunicate publicly 
four priests. This firm step broke the strength of the opposition, and although sporadic 
trouble did flare up every now and again, one parish after another submitted, and soon all 
returned to allegiance with Rome.53 

Later, the Supreme Court decided that the ownership of the Church belonged rather to a 
Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception. The harassment did not stop, but he continued 
in possession of the Church and appointed a Goan Jesuit priest as Vicar in 1854. But as a 
result of the verdict, the Bishop had to leave his Church, for which he had patiently and 
courageously suffered. Later the chapel of Our Lady of Good Counsel at Sion, a sub station of 
the Church of Mahim, was also lost. He built a new church, Our Lady of Victories at Mahim, 
and blessed it on December 5, 1855 in spite of the Padroado section trying to prevent it. 

Due to his insistent efforts, the Government ruled that places of worship would not be 
transferred from one jurisdiction to another. This was a consoling verdict for him.54

5.2   Hartmann’s other Pastoral Challenges  
 in Bombay

The first step of the new Vicar was to restore the Italian Discalced Carmelites--the mis-
sionaries in the Bombay Vicariate--in their former sphere of activity.55 His predecessor, 
Bishop Whelan, in order to appease his congregation, both European and native, took a 
drastic step (1849) expulsion of the Carmelites, which occasioned a reprimand from the 
Propaganda. Hartmann’s move roused a storm of indignation. Soon after, a quarrelsome 
parish demanded an indemnity of Rs. 16,000  /. Then one parish after another severed 
allegiance. The Bombay Catholic Institute, a pro-Irish organisation founded in 1848 by 
Bishop Whelan’s Irish friends, was largely instrumental for the expulsion of the Carmelites.56 

When Bishop Fortini (a former Carmelite Vicar Apostolic) died intestate, at the instance 
of the Bombay Catholic Institute, his assets, equivalent to Rs.120,000  /-, were made over 
to the officer appointed by the Supreme Court in 1848. It was only after six months of 
anguish, that the funds reverted to the Administrator. These and other lawsuits cost him 
Rs.6,000  /-. Problems of this kind and other internal vexations made him enter in his diary on 
Christmas Day 1850, ›My God, my God, upon what evil days hast Thou suffered me to fall‹?  57 

The laity of Esperanca Church had objected to Dr. Whelan appointing a Vicar in the 
quasi-Cathedral without their consent. Hartmann asserted his rights, but after some hesita-
tion, appointed their nominee to the office and thus avoided a lawsuit. But the secular clergy 
and the Irish clique questioned his credentials, complained to Rome and to the Govern-
ment. He removed the Vicar General for the English speaking Catholics and »took over the 
entire administration«. Though the opposition hardened its stand, he stood like a rock.58 

As the press was entirely hostile the much-harassed Bishop had no channel of communi-
cation with his flock and no means of making known his side of the question. Knowing the 
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Ögf the> ın 1550 the Bishop encouraged Mr. Briggs LO STAr bi-monthly aPpCr,
» Ihe Bombay atholıc andard« He himself acted cOo-editor. But ın O1 months ıt WdS

catering for his enemıles. » Four NECWSDAPCIS«, Hıs ordship wrotle, turnıng agalnst
endlessly. Perhaps, WdS Bishop sSlandered ın his life. «59 Nothing daunted,

he ounded another diocesan NECWSDAaPCTF, The Bombay AfnOolic Examiner, 1C he kept
supplie with editorials and articles ©9

There WdS the Irish section that WdS agalnst Italian foreigners and WdS supported by
the Bombay atholıc Institute and ournal They represented him persecuftor gf the
Irish atholıc Community and insisted the nomınatıon f Irish priest AI Poona and
published insolent articles agalnst the Vıcar Apostolic. When later br Stains, Dutchman
WdS appointed LO Poona, they petitioned the ommander-in-chief gf the Bombay ALILLY
IO uspend him and his allowance WdS topped Ihe Bishop ın his turn, A1S for English
m1ss1ıonarıles, Brothers and Sisters TOom ALLY quarter.

Bishop Hartmann felt he WdS the 19208 111A111 ın theI place and ın al ] his etters
petitioned Rome (8 be lowed IO 0 back IO Patna In 1554; br Jgnatius Persico WdS named
Coadjutor and Vıcar General but WdS transferred IO Agra.

The combating f such overwhelming Aditfhculties Wou surely have been considered
»sufhcient for the day« by lesser Spiırıt. Not (I)UTL cerusader: the MUST be carried
urther and urther and where ıt had already been erected, ıts foundations MUST be
made firmer. Hıs mental Orrlıes aside, he made extfenNsIve TOour f the Poona section of
his vicarıate. Ihe physica privations he ndured during this Journey WEIEC innumerable. Spiritual
disappointments, LOO, WEIC NOT wantıing. Ole parish COU. NOT be persuaded IO FeCEIVE
the Sacraments: their CXCOUSC WdS that they WOCIC accustomed IO do during Lent only!

The COUFrTS had assigned (I11!  ar gf his churches LO the dissenters: accusations gf M1S-
management gf church property WCIC brought agalnst him; creditors WEIC clamouring
for the ayment gf incurred by his predecessors, and finally the British (0vernment
eprive him gf the rıg IO administer the MI1IsSsS1ON This put him iınto such
pecunlary traıts that he WdS forced IO csell his only horse.

Yet there WCIC consolations: fervent prlests, PIOUS Catholics, and the exXxemplaryal gf
the fine Irish soldiers that formed the garrısons ın MOST gf the TLOWNS.

5:3 Hartmann’s Educational Inıtiatives
ın Bombay AN: Poona

There WEIC complaints TOom Vquarter agalnst the CIlergy for NOT providing adequately
for chools and orphanages atholıc parents who wanted IO g1ve education IO their
cCNılaren had other alternative but TO send them TO Protestant choaols In those Carly days,
the (0vernment SAVC granits IO Catholics and the educational expenditure fell heavily

the already strained financial TESUOUTCES gf the Vicarlate. It WdS OPCN inJustice 1C
called for the re-vindication gf atholıc rights.“

A ARA PRA /PUTHEN JalfelTl hese Friars mad quite mard Uiıme
Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 24 f SINCE the yCdr 1/2U, when they took VANNINI, Bishop artmann
4Herolc Church OTr TIrom the Fortuguese Clergy. (FN 1),103.

Leadership (FN 5), 62 They mad already hHeen expelle: 1789 T Ihe FExamıner (See A4) S S11}
HULL, Bombay MAıssion- and roöcallen 1791) IC n OyIsStence and S OHIE a the Oldest

History (FN 36} VANNINI, Bishop artmann English-language VaDers n 1a
4Herolc Church (FN 1}, 94. T VANNINI, Bishop artmann

Leadership (FN 5), 62 A ARA PRA /PUTHENM, (FN 1),124.
Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 245.
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power of the press, in 1850 the Bishop encouraged Mr. Briggs to start a bi-monthly paper, 
»The Bombay Catholic Standard«. He himself acted as co-editor. But in six months it was 
catering for his enemies. »Four newspapers«, His Lordship wrote, »are turning against 
me endlessly. Perhaps, never was a Bishop so slandered in his life.«  59 Nothing daunted, 
he founded another diocesan newspaper, The Bombay Catholic Examiner, which he kept 
supplied with editorials and articles.60 

There was the Irish section that was against Italian foreigners and was supported by 
the Bombay Catholic Institute and Journal. They represented him as a persecutor of the 
Irish Catholic Community and insisted on the nomination of an Irish priest at Poona and 
published insolent articles against the Vicar Apostolic. When later Fr. Stains, a Dutchman 
was appointed to Poona, they petitioned the Commander-in-chief of the Bombay army 
to suspend him and his allowance was stopped. The Bishop in his turn, asked for English 
missionaries, Brothers and Sisters from any quarter. 

Bishop Hartmann felt he was the wrong man in the wrong place and in all his letters 
petitioned Rome to be allowed to go back to Patna. In 1854, Fr. Ignatius Persico was named 
Coadjutor and Vicar General but was transferred to Agra. 

The combating of such overwhelming difficulties would surely have been considered 
»sufficient for the day« by a lesser spirit. Not so our crusader: the cross must be carried 
further and further afield and where it had already been erected, its foundations must be 
made firmer. His mental worries aside, he made an extensive tour of the Poona section of 
his vicariate. The physical privations he endured during this journey were innumerable. Spiritual 
disappointments, too, were not wanting. A whole parish could not be persuaded to receive 
the Sacraments: their excuse was that they were accustomed to do so during Lent only! 

The courts had assigned one of his churches to the dissenters; accusations of mis - 
man a gement of church property were brought against him; creditors were clamouring 
for the payment of debts incurred by his predecessors, and finally the British Government 
deprived him of the right to administer the mission revenues. This put him into such 
pecuniary straits that he was forced to sell his only horse. 

Yet there were consolations: fervent priests, pious Catholics, and the exemplary faith of 
the fine Irish soldiers that formed the garrisons in most of the towns.

5.3  Hartmann’s Educational Initiatives  
in Bombay and Poona

There were complaints from every quarter against the clergy for not providing adequately 
for schools and orphanages. Catholic parents who wanted to give an education to their 
children had no other alternative but to send them to Protestant schools. In those early days, 
the Government gave no grants to Catholics and the educational expenditure fell heavily 
on the already strained financial resources of the Vicariate. It was an open injustice which 
called for the re-vindication of Catholic rights.61 

51 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 247. 
52 KaLapura, Heroic Church 
Leadership (fn 5), 62. 
53 HuLL, Bombay Mission- 
History (fn 36).
54 KaLapura, Heroic Church 
Leadership (fn 5), 62. 

55 These Friars had quite a hard time 
since the year 1720, when they took 
over from the Portuguese Clergy. 
They had already been expelled (1789) 
and recalled (1791) once.
56 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 94.
57 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 245. 

58 Ibid. 
59 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 103. 
60 The Examiner (see fn 44) is still 
in existence and is one of the oldest 
English-language papers in India.
61 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 124.
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Hartmann SAVC his attention LO the establishment gf college and chools for the
education gf the OUN$, for he WdS rTMIY convinced that chools WCIC TUu1LIuU vehicle gf
the apostolate. He approached the (GJ0overnment with request LO gran boys and gIr1s ın
athaöalıc orphanages the SA\ALLIC financial facilities 1C WEIC ranted IO other similar nstitu-
t10NS, 1.€., Rs 5/per month for CVCLY orphan and Rs 2.5 per month for CvVCLY other child ©*

To mMmMeeTl the ack gf educational Institutions for SIris he opened European Girls’
rphanage 1850) managed bDy Loreto 11U115 AI Nlazagon and another orphanage ın the SALL1IC

yCal for boys AI Parel AI his The Bishop's TEVEILIUE ın Bombay WdS only RS 2500 PEF
month With LICW arriıvals TOom Europe, CONVeENT and schoaol WCIC opened AI bort 1855)
The roJect OST him around KsS.10,000 / that forced him IO sell [WO houses, silver articles
and undertake TOUr gf Europe.®

Facilitating Jesuit Ministry
ın Bombay-Poona Vicarıates

Hartmann WdS convinced that English education WdS the need gf the hour. So he tried IO

gel English-speaking Priests Brothers LO [[U  — the boys instıtutions. bor this PUrPDOSC, he
hought AI 10(0= gf etting the Jesuits; they WCIC the TE IO STAr and [[U  — chools Accord-
INSLY, he applied hrough the aradına. Prefect gf Propaganda IO the 5Superior General gf
the Soclety. At first his desire COU. NOT be realised, the Jesuits did NOT wish LO OTLLIC IO

Bombay: the experlence first [WO Jesuits In Bombay under Bishop helan had made
them realise that Bombay WdS NOT the place for them ©1

But he did nNOoT Fest until he COU ASSUTE that the education of boys ın the Vıicarıate
wWonu be ın safe an  S, until he had enlisted the ServIiCces of teaching Congregation.
Hıs desperate appeals OuUnN: al last posıtıve from the Jesuits. Between 1853
anı 1554 f1ve of them arrıved ın Bombay: Frs Walter Steins, Anthony Pereira, Anthony
Jaques, James Peniıston anı William Strickland: 0IM  r from Holland, [WO from (j03a anı
[WO from England JIhey started school ın Bombay ın the following YCAl. In 18555 he
bought and close LO St. Anne’s chapel, where instıiıtutions SPTang the present day
St Mary's complex)65

In 18554; according LO his suggestion the Bombay MI1IsSsS1ON WdS ivided: the Bombay
Vicarılate WdS entrusted LO the apuchins with Bishop Hartmann head and Poona WdS

entrusted IO the Jesuits. To avoid conflicts that COU. Ar1Se because of Jesuits startıng LICW

College ın Poona, he WdS made Vıcar Apostolic gf Poona and Administrator gf Bombay,
he himself had sugges’[ed.66 But the Bishop and the laity felt that college WdS needed first
ın Bombay. Hartmann knew that Jesuits, NOT the apuchins, had the capability gf startıng

college then So ıt WdS recommended that Bombay be assigned IO the Jesuits and Poona,
IO the apuchins.

Meanwlhile, the Carmelites, their O W! withdrew TOom Bombay for their other
MISSIONS gf India But ıt WdS rumoured that Hartmann WdS responsible for their EaViINg.
ome of them felt ıt WdS due LO him that Carmelite WdS NOT appointed Vıcar Apostolic gf
Bombay. But the fact IN that he had written IO Propaganda 1853) that their EavViINng Wou

DId.125. A ARA PRA /PUTHENM,
A ARA PRA /PUTHENM, Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 246.

Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 245.
VANNINI, Bishop artmann

(FN 1}129
DId.131.
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Hartmann gave his attention to the establishment of a college and schools for the 
education of the young, for he was firmly convinced that schools were a fruitful vehicle of 
the apostolate. He approached the Government with a request to grant boys and girls in 
Catholic orphanages the same financial facilities which were granted to other similar institu-
tions, i. e., Rs 5   / per month for every orphan and Rs 2.50 per month for every other child.62 

To meet the lack of educational Institutions for girls he opened a European Girls’ 
Orphanage (1850) managed by Loreto nuns at Mazagon and another orphanage in the same 
year for boys at Parel at his Villa. The Bishop’s revenue in Bombay was only Rs.200    / per 
month. With new arrivals from Europe, a convent and school were opened at Fort (1855). 
The project cost him around Rs.10,000  / that forced him to sell two houses, silver articles 
and undertake a tour of Europe.63 

5.4  Facilitating Jesuit Ministry  
in Bombay-Poona Vicariates

Hartmann was convinced that English education was the need of the hour. So he tried to 
get English-speaking Priests or Brothers to run the boys’ institutions. For this purpose, he 
thought at once of getting the Jesuits; they were the men to start and run schools. Accord-
ingly, he applied through the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda to the Superior General of 
the Society. At first his desire could not be realised, as the Jesuits did not wish to come to 
Bombay: the experience of the first two Jesuits in Bombay under Bishop Whelan had made 
them realise that Bombay was not the place for them.64 

But he did not rest until he could assure that the education of boys in the Vicariate 
would be in safe hands, until he had enlisted the services of a teaching Congregation. 
His desperate appeals found at last a positive response from the Jesuits. Between 1853 
and 1854 five of them arrived in Bombay: Frs Walter Steins, Anthony Pereira, Anthony 
Jaques, James Peniston and William Strickland; one from Holland, two from Goa and 
two from England. They started a school in Bombay in the following year. In 1855 he 
bought land close to St. Anne’s chapel, where institutions sprang up (the present day 
St. Mary’s complex).65

In 1854, according to his suggestion the Bombay mission was divided; the Bombay 
Vicariate was entrusted to the Capuchins with Bishop Hartmann as head and Poona was 
entrusted to the Jesuits. To avoid conflicts that could arise because of Jesuits starting a new 
College in Poona, he was made Vicar Apostolic of Poona and Administrator of Bombay, as 
he himself had suggested.66 But the Bishop and the laity felt that a college was needed first 
in Bombay. Hartmann knew that Jesuits, not the Capuchins, had the capability of starting 
a college then. So it was recommended that Bombay be assigned to the Jesuits and Poona, 
to the Capuchins. 

Meanwhile, the Carmelites, on their own, withdrew from Bombay for their other 
missions of India. But it was rumoured that Hartmann was responsible for their leaving. 
Some of them felt it was due to him that a Carmelite was not appointed Vicar Apostolic of 
Bombay. But the fact is that he had written to Propaganda (1853), that their leaving would 

62 Ibid. 125.
63 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 245. 
64 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 129. 
65 Ibid. 131. 

66 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 248.
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be prejudicia. LO the Vicarlate gf Bombay and had recommended that the admıinistration
be handed VEr LO them

1lle ın Poona he received urgent SUTTILLELLOLTILS TO reiurn TO Rome ın 1557. Complicated
negotlations regarding the Bombay-Poona Mission with the representatives of the Jesuits AaN!
the decretary of the Congregation de Fide Propaganda, Occupied the better part ofOur maonths.

In 1555, the apuchin 5Superilor General,;, IO STeer clear gf the never-ending disputes,
preferred 18 hand VEr Bombay and Poona 08 the Jesuits. TIhe apuchin MI1SS1ONAFIes either
Went LO North India back home He WdS accused of being the gf the loss gf the
MIsSsSION LO his er and VEln the word {>XLIFEAaSON« WdS used IO discredit him. In elfless
gesture Bishop Hartmann resigned TOom his fhce Vicar-Apostolic gf Bombay-Poona,
and the Ole Miıssion WdS handed VEr LO the Jesuits.®” He became private CIrSoN agaln
and condemned LO faorced iınertla.

Overall, when Bishop Hartmann left Bombay ın 1556, he had started less than VE

educational establishments, ın addition LO f1ve O1 parochial schools, either revived
NEWIY egun by him He had rMmIYy aild the foundation gf educational and charitable

enterprIises, pavıng the WdY for rapi development ın the 11ICAL future. Bishop Hartmann
Tuly deserves IO be called the ploneer gf atholıc education ın the Bombay Vicariate ©®

Hartmann’s Second Ministry ın Ome

The good Bishop WdS broken ın health Moreover he had IO make the CUustomary ad Iimina
VIsSIT LO Rome So, fter having obtained the requisıte permiss1o0n, he SeT OuT for Europe
July 1556 TIhis Iso SAVC him opportunity IO recuperate TOom intestinal disease
brought him by the tropical climate of India and INaLLY heroic sufferings and sacrifices. ®

1le ın Kome, he took the Directorship gf the Foreign MI1isSsS1IOns gf the apuchin
er. In this cCapacıty he wrole Encyclical letter IO a ll the MI1IsSsSIONAFIESs gf the Order,“®
1C unfortunately during his lıfetime WdS published.

1le ın Europe he Went LO London for successful termınatıon gf the negotlations
he WdS IO Cal y there with the British Foreign Ofiice He protested agalnst WION£S
under 1C the Catholics gf India WCIC ST1 suffering under the British ule ın India (see
discussion ın Section III) Hıs frankness and SINCer. WO  — for him the good 11 f the
Government, and his petit1ons, with few eXceptlons, WCIC ranted.

0Ug living ın Europe his heart WdS for India At Lyons in France he visited the Mother
House Sisters f Jesus and Mary and the Headquarters Soclety for the Propaga-
tıon gf the Faith, and WdS gıven promıi1ses gf contingent gf 11U115 TOom (I11!  ar and gf urther
pecunlary help TOm the other In February 1557 he proceeded IO Dublin TO IO SCC@CUTC the
SEFVICES gf the Irish Christian Brothers for chools ın India In Naples, he collected un:
for CONVeENT IO be erected ın Bombay.

In his audience with Pope Pıus he WdS 4S TO submıit report regarding the religious
affairs ın India and ın particular the ımpact Double Jurisdiction« and the Concordat
with ortugal.

OC VANNINI, BISNOp artmann JAN Maonumenta Anastasıana
(FN 1} 247-260. (FN 19 }, Vol | 1557-16063-19406, 254

bld. 137 also n Analercta OFM Cap 25 1907
JAN Anastasıus artmann 200-215 ( Epistofa ENCyCHCA Ad

(FN 50),333. WUIHVEersSsOos OrCHhnis MIissionarios).
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be prejudicial to the Vicariate of Bombay and had recommended that the administration 
be handed over to them. 

While in Poona he received an urgent summons to return to Rome in 1857. Complicated 
negotiations regarding the Bombay-Poona Mission with the representatives of the Jesuits and 
the Secretary of the Congregation de Fide Propaganda, occupied the better part of four months. 

In 1858, the Capuchin Superior General, to steer clear of the never-ending disputes, 
preferred to hand over Bombay and Poona to the Jesuits. The Capuchin missionaries either 
went to North India or back home. He was accused of being the cause of the loss of the 
mission to his Order and even the word ›treason‹ was used to discredit him. In a selfless 
gesture Bishop Hartmann resigned from his office as Vicar-Apostolic of Bombay-Poona, 
and the whole Mission was handed over to the Jesuits.67 He became a private person again 
and condemned to forced inertia. 

Overall, when Bishop Hartmann left Bombay in 1856, he had started no less than seven 
educational establishments, in addition to five or six parochial schools, either revived 
or newly begun by him. He had firmly laid the foundation of educational and charitable 
enterprises, paving the way for rapid development in the near future. Bishop Hartmann 
truly deserves to be called the pioneer of Catholic education in the Bombay Vicariate.68

6  Hartmann’s Second Ministry in Rome 

The good Bishop was broken in health. Moreover he had to make the customary ad limina 
visit to Rome. So, after having obtained the requisite permission, he set out for Europe on 
July 29, 1856. This also gave him an opportunity to recuperate from an intestinal disease 
brought on him by the tropical climate of India and many heroic sufferings and sacrifices.69

While in Rome, he took up the Directorship of the Foreign Missions of the Capuchin 
Order. In this capacity he wrote an Encyclical letter to all the missionaries of the Order,70 
which unfortunately during his lifetime was never published. 

While in Europe he went to London for a successful termination of the negotiations 
he was to carry on there with the British Foreign Office. He protested against wrongs 
under which the Catholics of India were still suffering under the British rule in India (see 
discussion in Section III). His frankness and sincerity won for him the good will of the 
Government, and his petitions, with a few exceptions, were granted. 

Though living in Europe his heart was for India. At Lyons in France he visited the Mother 
House of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary and the Headquarters of the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith, and was given promises of a contingent of nuns from one and of further 
pecuniary help from the other. In February 1857 he proceeded to Dublin to try to secure the 
services of the Irish Christian Brothers for schools in India. In Naples, he collected funds 
for a convent to be erected in Bombay. 

In his audience with Pope Pius IX he was asked to submit a report regarding the religious 
affairs in India and in particular the impact of the ›Double Jurisdiction‹ and the Concordat 
with Portugal. 

67 See VannInI, Bishop Hartmann 
(fn 1), 247-280. 
68 Ibid. 137. 
69 Jann, Anastasius Hartmann  
(fn 50), 333.

70 Jann, Monumenta Anastasiana 
(fn 19), Vol. Iv, 1857-1863-1946, 234; 
also in: Analecta ofm Cap. 23 (1907) 
209-213 (Epistola Encyclica ad 
universos Ordinis Missionarios).
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Hartmann’s Second Ministry ın atna

(In 24 anuary 1860, he WdS nominated Vıcar Apostolic gf Patna agaln, IO Succeed Bishop
er. ( In 25 March he SeT Saj] Tom Naples with Our ILEBM V 11U115 and LICW alc gf

O1 MI1IsSsSIONAFIES. Among the prlests WdS br Paul Tosi who later 1868) succeeded Bishop
Hartmann YVıicar.

( In arrıval AI Patna „n  d June 1860, he resumed his WOrk, NOT withstanding his dAC,
with the enthusiasm and vigour f 111A111 and undertook INa pastoral visıts. He
egan oarding school for orphans gf the 18557 Mutiny, AI Kur]l, f1ve kilometers WEST gf
Bankipur, 110 flourishing centre gf education (St Michael’'s School).“*

TIhe Vicarı]late had larger err1tory the districts ahabad and Lucknow WEIC

IO ıt ın 1861./* In the Vicarlate there WEIC 1. mi1ss1ıonarıles, 5 million non-Christians and
5000 Catholics, under his jurisdiction. ooon he SeT about visıting a ll his MI1IsSsS1ON centfres
such Allahabad AaNı: Mirzapur ın Uttar radesh, Jabalpur, Bhopal, ‘” and agar ın Madhya
Pradesh, and finally Patna “* He established CONVeENT school AI Allahabad ın 1564

In spıte gf his chronic illness, he toured intensely his terrıtory cCarryıng OuT AI the SA\ALL1C

time, Iso the duties gf military chaplain. Ihe greater part gf 1563-64 WdS S  en ın the
translation gf the New Testament iınto Hindi. ” oug sick and under treatment, ın 185064,
he undertook long pastoral TOour partly by traın and partly by ullock CarTt, travelling
hrough ungles infested with tigers and along rugged pa In anuary 1565, he WdS back
ın Patna ooon he had LO leave for Darjeeling for COUrFrT MN bkrom Bhagalpur he Ode
f1ve days horseback. ( In his refiurn IO Patna 11 June 1565, he had violent attack gf
holera and WdS between ife and en But by December he recovered. Back AI his office,
Hartmann egan LO clear ALICALS of work, 1C had pile up during his absence. He WdS

applyıng himself feverishly LO the work

Hartmann’s ast Days
After spending the Holy Week AI Bankipur, Hartmann WdS back AI his residence AI Kur]l.
Ihere he put ın Oorder the archive of the mM1ssıon and his ()W. correspondence. (In Sunday the
22nd pri he went TO Jamalpur (some 200 kilometers AasT ofPatna) IO CC IO the construction
gf church there During his JourneYy he fell ı11 and travelled back IO his residence. (In the
nıg gf the 22nd he WdS seized with violent vomiıtıng and holera (In Tuesday affernoon
24° pri 1866, his condition SLCW critical. At 085115 P when those around WCEIC recıting
the Litany gf the Saınts and PFaycrS for the yıng, he passed AWdY. He WdS buried ın front
gf the high altar ın the Patna CIty Cathedral Before handing VEr Patna 10Cese LO the
AÄAmerican Jesuits ın 1921 by the apuchins, the revered relics WCIC taken 6th pri 1920,
IO the Cathedral f  ahabad and re-interred there ın front gf ST oseph's altar /®

71 artmann nmad envisaged that the OC VANNINI, BISNOp artmann Or details Hartmann s WOTK
Christian Brothers TIrom lreland WOUuUld (FN 1), 281-204. n atna Vicarlate, s Eo Paul DENT,
evelop ST Mlıchael's School, 'atna

anıs a French adventurers WnNo mad
AT Bhopal alz un the escend re History a atna Mission, atna

nto oremiler educational nstUtution Jesult Archive, atna 1955, 50-60.
n ar. OSUITts Mave Sshouldered Ssarvarn n the Begum’'s arın y. MONg
IMn management SINCE 1968 these WAS Isabella a Bourbon,

Wwno assısten the Bishop n obtalning
Dermission Dlace Yriest n thıs
Mluslim alte

Seite 232

232 Jose Kalapura SJ

7  Hartmann’s Second Ministry in Patna 

On 24th January 1860, he was nominated Vicar Apostolic of Patna again, to succeed Bishop 
A. Zuber. On 25th March he set sail from Naples with four IBMV nuns and a new batch of 
six missionaries. Among the priests was Fr. Paul Tosi who later (1868) succeeded Bishop 
Hartmann as Vicar. 

On arrival at Patna on 2nd June 1860, he resumed his work, not withstanding his age, 
with the enthusiasm and vigour of a young man and undertook many pastoral visits. He 
began a boarding school for orphans of the 1857 Mutiny, at Kurji, five kilometers west of 
Bankipur, now a flourishing centre of education (St. Michael’s School).71 

The Vicariate had a larger territory as the districts of Allahabad and Lucknow were added 
to it in 1861.72 In the Vicariate there were 14 missionaries, 30 million non-Christians and 
5000 Catholics, under his jurisdiction. Soon he set about visiting all his mission centres 
such as Allahabad and Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh, Jabalpur, Bhopal,73 and Sagar in Madhya 
Pradesh, and finally Patna.74 He established a convent school at Allahabad in 1864. 

In spite of his chronic illness, he toured intensely his territory carrying out at the same 
time, also the duties of a military chaplain. The greater part of 1863-64 was spent in the 
translation of the New Testament into Hindi.75 Though sick and under treatment, in 1864, 
he undertook a long pastoral tour partly by train and partly by bullock cart, travelling 
through jungles infested with tigers and along rugged paths. In January 1865, he was back 
in Patna. Soon he had to leave for Darjeeling for a court case. From Bhagalpur he rode 
five days on horseback. On his return to Patna on 11th June 1865, he had a violent attack of 
cholera and was between life and death. But by December he recovered. Back at his office, 
Hartmann began to clear arrears of work, which had piled up during his absence. He was 
applying himself feverishly to the work. 

8  Hartmann’s Last Days 

After spending the Holy Week at Bankipur, Hartmann was back at his residence at Kurji. 
There he put in order the archive of the mission and his own correspondence. On Sunday the 
22nd April he went to Jamalpur (some 200 kilometers east of Patna) to see to the construction 
of a church there. During his journey he fell ill and travelled back to his residence. On the 
night of the 22nd he was seized with violent vomiting and cholera. On Tuesday afternoon 
24th April 1866, his condition grew critical. At 08:15 p.m. when those around were reciting 
the Litany of the Saints and prayers for the dying, he passed away. He was buried in front 
of the high altar in the Patna City Cathedral. Before handing over Patna Diocese to the 
American Jesuits in 1921 by the Capuchins, the revered relics were taken on 6 th April 1920, 
to the Cathedral of Allahabad and re-interred there in front of St. Joseph’s altar.76 

71 Hartmann had envisaged that the 
Christian Brothers from Ireland would 
develop St. Michael’s School, Patna 
into a premier educational institution 
in Bihar. The Jesuits have shouldered 
its management since 1968. 

72 See VannInI, Bishop Hartmann 
(fn 1), 281-304. 
73 At Bhopal he found the descend-
ants of French adventurers who had 
served in the Begum’s army. Among 
these was Isabella of Bourbon, 
who assisted the Bishop in obtaining 
permission to place a priest in this 
Muslim State. 

74 For details on Hartmann’s work 
in Patna Vicariate, see Paul Dent,  
A Brief History of Patna Mission, Patna 
Jesuit Archive, Patna 1935, 50-60.
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Hartmann’s Works of 1-India Significance
Ihree works f Bishop Hartmann, O INa Y, have had direct posıtıve significance IO
the atholıc Church AI the national eve 1) facilitating adequate legislation by the British
(0overnment in India the rights athaoalıc Community, 2) facilitating the legislation
by the British (GJovernment ın India the Indian Christian Marrlage Act 18565 and 1966,
and 3) contributing IO the existing Christian ILıterature ın Hindustani and rdu

.1 Rights of the atholıc Church ın British India

Bishop Hartmann WdS stalwart champion gf atholıc rights ın India He did NOT confine
his MAanıIlo actıyıtles merely within the orders gfhis Vicarlate, but widened his horizon
and fought strenuously for the removal disabilities, under 1C the Church ın India
WdS suffering.

First, the allowance gıven LO atholıc bishops WdS disproportionate compared LO that
gıven IO Protestant bishops Up IO 1852, atholıc Bishop, with the sole exception
Vıcar Apostolic gf Bombay, received ALLY for his mınıstrations IO the Roman atholıc SOl-
dierYy, and for the SPrVICES connected with the registration 1r  S, marrlages and burials ““

Bishop Hartmann worked OQut plan, according IO 1C Fr Ignatius Persico, OF  - Cap., and
br William Strickland,S.J., [WO MI1IsSsSI1ONAFrIeSs TOom Bombay, who WCIC then ın Kome, WCIC

OrmMally deputed bDy the Propaganda, in Nlay 18553, TO S TO Londan representatives of the
Vicars Apostolic gf India, IO AdisSCuss with the British (0vernment several vital quest10ns
regarding the posıtion gf the atholıc Church ın India ”®
an TO the efforts of the Prelates headed by Hartmann, the Court of Directoars ordered,

owards the end gf the SA\ALL1C yCal, monthly Salary gf Rs pÄGC)  ® LO be paid LO Our Bishops,
VIZ.;, ın Bengal, ın the North-West Provinces, ın Madras and ın Bombay. Fven this ACT gf
generosiıty WdS something, but ST1 trifle compared with the individual PaYy gıven, for
example, IO the Protestant Bishop gf Calcutta, 1C amounted IO Rs 4,600 per month ”

ECONALY, the discriminatory payment IO the atholıc Military chaplains ıt WdS

propose that wherever Protestant chaplain WdS provide for certaın number gf
Protestants, atholıc chaplain chould Iso be provide for the corresponding number gf
Catholics, and that ın al ] IO PaYy, urloug allowance, retirıng pension eiC., (I11!  ar half
of what WdS lowed IO ach chaplains gf the Church of Englan chould be lowed
IO the atholıc chaplains, but that the travelling allowance chould be the SAL1L1IC for both ®

irdly, the churches and f public worship, burial grounds, orphanages
and chools ıt WdS requested that the SAL1L1IC rights and privileges those ranted IO the
Protestants chould be extended equally and ın ike proportion LO the Catholics.®'

ourthly, Mixed Hospitals, alls and Regimental chools ıt WdS petitioned that
atholıc chaplains chould have the SA\ALLIC ACCECSS and facilities for the religious instruction

A ARA HRA /PUTHENKALAM, ıe n |ondeon from 16 Janu- VANNINI, Bishop artmann
Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 251 ar y 5 ebruary 1857), artmann (FN 1), 361

Jalfel OOKlet entitied: Remarks biıd. 362
VANNINI, Bishop artmann e Resoluhons Of e GOVEernment Of

(FN 1}, 354 Ian UDOMN AENOHC Affairs Ta INndia,
DId. 356. 26 eDruary 1656. He wantend

Araw the attention a Her Majesty's
(0vernment a the Tact that the Wr
VISIONS made n the reasolution WT

altogether nadequate. He Jeaded
Tor MNOr Ihera| DONCY.
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9  Hartmann’s Works of All-India Significance

Three works of Bishop Hartmann, among many, have had direct positive significance to 
the Catholic Church at the national level: 1) facilitating adequate legislation by the British 
Government in India on the rights of the Catholic Community, 2) facilitating the legislation 
by the British Government in India on the Indian Christian Marriage Act 1865 and 1966, 
and 3) contributing to the existing Christian Literature in Hindustani and Urdu. 

9.1  Rights of the Catholic Church in British India 

Bishop Hartmann was a stalwart champion of Catholic rights in India. He did not confine 
his manifold activities merely within the borders of his Vicariate, but widened his horizon 
and fought strenuously for the removal of the disabilities, under which the Church in India 
was suffering. 

First, the allowance given to Catholic bishops was disproportionate compared to that 
given to Protestant bishops. Up to 1852, no Catholic Bishop, with the sole exception of the 
Vicar Apostolic of Bombay, received any for his ministrations to the Roman Catholic sol-
diery, and for the services connected with the registration of births, marriages and burials.77 

Bishop Hartmann worked out a plan, according to which Fr Ignatius Persico, OFM. Cap., and 
Fr   William Strickland, s.J., two missionaries from Bombay, who were then in Rome, were 
formally deputed by the Pro paganda, in May 1853, to go to London as representatives of the 
Vicars Apostolic of India, to discuss with the British Government several vital questions 
regarding the position of the Catholic Church in India.78 

Thanks to the efforts of the Prelates headed by Hartmann, the Court of Directors ordered, 
towards the end of the same year, a monthly salary of Rs 200 to be paid to four Bishops, 
viz., in Bengal, in the North-West Provinces, in Madras and in Bombay. Even this act of 
generosity was something, but still a trifle compared with the individual pay given, for 
example, to the Protestant Bishop of Calcutta, which amounted to Rs 4,600  / per month.79 

Secondly, on the discriminatory payment to the Catholic Military chaplains it was 
proposed that wherever a Protestant chaplain was provided for a certain number of 
Protestants, a Catholic chaplain should also be provided for the corresponding number of 
Catholics, and that in all cases as to pay, furlough allowance, retiring pension etc., one half 
of what was allowed to each of the chaplains of the Church of England should be allowed 
to the Catholic chaplains, but that the travelling allowance should be the same for both.80 

Thirdly, on the churches and expenses of public worship, burial grounds, orphanages 
and schools it was requested that the same rights and privileges as those granted to the 
Protestants should be extended equally and in like proportion to the Catholics.81 

Fourthly, on Mixed Hospitals, Jails and Regimental Schools it was petitioned that 
Catholic chaplains should have the same access and facilities for the religious instruction 

75 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 251.
76 Ibid. 
77 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 354.
78 Ibid. 356. 

79 While in London (from 16th Janu-
ary to 5th February 1857), Hartmann 
wrote a booklet entitled: Remarks on 
the Resolutions of the Government of 
India upon Catholic Affairs in India, 
28th February 1856. He wanted to 
draw the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government of the fact that the pro-
visions made in the resolution were 
altogether inadequate. He pleaded 
for a more liberal policy. 

80 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 361.
81 Ibid. 362.
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gf their flock WEIC ranted 18 the chaplains fthe Church gfEngland with regard 08 Civil
military hospitals, jails, regimental chools and other establishments for Europeans.

atholıc chaplain WdS lowed 08 SeTt foot In regimental school, 1lle the Protestant
chaplain had unlimited control VEr it 82

ifthly, there WdS the roblem with regard LO the double jurisdiction. Bishop Hartmann
wanted the British (GJ0overnment IO recognize the authority gf the Vicars Apostolic and
prepare memorial IO be presented LO the (0vernment f India Ihe (Jovernor General
Lord Dalhousie WdS NOT TOO favourably ispose: owards the atholıc Ihe entire
question WdS postponed for S{()1L11€E time. Hartmann togk the matlter TO Lord OUSIE agaln

the 13 ofNovember 1554 In 1556 the LICW (10vernor- General, Lord Canning, his WdY
TOom Europe LO Calcutta IO take office, stayed ın Bombay for few days during 1C
time Bishop Hartmann drew his attention the matter. However, the petition WdS turned
down ın TOTO the ground that (0vernment COU NOT gel entangled ın »A theologica.
schism«. Henceforth, the (0vernment Wou adop rıg1 policy gf non-interference ın
ecclesiastical disputes.”

These long and tiresome negotlations en: ın 1556 (In the „ g February, 1556, Lord
Canning issued ın Calcutta, TOom bort William, the Resolution gf gf the (J0vernment gf
India ConNcerning atholıc affairs. TIhis Resolution WdS ALISWCTL IO the several collective
petitions presented IO (GJ0overnment by the Vicars Apostolic.

Finally, Bishop Hartmann mediated the establishment of AaDCX Church authority for the
Ole of India In his transactıons with (Gs0overnment he WdS AI times alone, and vC ften
he had (8 take the interests Ole Church ın India, without eıng officially autho-
rised TO do task1C WdSs beyond his juridical capacıty. He felt that this lacuna chould
be rectihed and proposed, 13° pri 1557, the appolintment of elegate Apostolic for
India having all- India authority IO represent all Vicars Apostolic of India IO mediate between
the Pope (I11!  r hand, and iınteract with the British (Gs0overnment ın India, the other “*

Vatican sensed the SerlOUSNESS gf the maftter immediately: the proposa. WdS eartily
welcomed: the 71 August 1555, Vısıtor Apostolic for the Indian Missions WAdS appointed
in the CISoN O  gr Clement Bonnand, Bishop of Drusipare and Vıcar Apostolic gf Pondi-
cherry who undertook Apostolic Vısıtation gf the Vicarlates gf India ® In short, ıt w:ix:  —

be said that the efforts gf Bishop Hartmann and others bore fruiit eventually: permanent
Apostolic Delegation for India WdS established ın 18554; and Hierarchy ın India and Ceylon
WdS established ın 1556

Towards Legislation of Indian
Christian Marrılage Act

In the NaAarme Bishops of India, Hartmann undertook delegation IO the Viceroy of
British India Lord Canning anı obtained the marrlage legislation ın favour f the natıve
Catholics.9® TIhe Indian Legislative Council had been engaged SINCE 1564 ın framing NECW

anı comprehensive legislation with regard LO the marrı1age laws for Europeans, Ngl0-

DId. 2364 JAN Anastasıus artmann
Ibıd. 365-366. (FN 50}, 267.
DıId. 266 VANNINI, Bishop artmann
DId. 370 (FN 1), 387

DiId. 288
DiId. 389
Jalfel
DId. 290.
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of their flock as were granted to the chaplains of the Church of England with regard to civil 
or military hospitals, jails, regimental schools and other establishments for Europeans. A 
Catholic chaplain was never allowed to set foot in a regimental school, while the Protestant 
chaplain had unlimited control over it.82 

Fifthly, there was the problem with regard to the double jurisdiction. Bishop Hartmann 
wanted the British Government to recognize the authority of the Vicars Apostolic and 
prepared a memorial to be presented to the Government of India. The Governor General 
Lord Dalhousie was not too favourably disposed to wards the Catholic cause. The entire 
question was postponed for some time. Hartmann took the matter to Lord Dalhousie again 
on the 13th of November 1854. In 1856 the new Governor-General, Lord Canning, on his way 
from Europe to Calcutta to take up office, stayed in Bombay for a few days during which 
time Bishop Hartmann drew his attention on the matter. However, the petition was turned 
down in toto on the ground that Government could not get entangled in »a theological 
schism«. Henceforth, the Government would adopt a rigid policy of non-interference in 
ecclesiastical disputes.83 

These long and tiresome negotiations ended in 1856. On the 28th February, 1856, Lord 
Canning issued in Calcutta, from Fort William, the Resolution of V of the Government of 
India concerning Catholic affairs. This Resolution was an answer to the several collective 
petitions presented to Government by the Vicars Apostolic. 

Finally, Bishop Hartmann mediated the establishment of an apex Church authority for the 
whole of India. In his transactions with Government he was at times alone, and very often 
he had to take up the interests of the whole Church in India, without being officially autho-
rised to do so: a task which was beyond his juridical capa city. He felt that this lacuna should 
be rectified and proposed, on 13th April 1857, the appointment of a Delegate Apostolic for 
India having all-India authority to represent all Vicars Apostolic of India to mediate between 
the Pope on one hand, and interact with the British Government in India, on the other.84 

Vatican sensed the seriousness of the matter immediately: the proposal was heartily 
welcomed; on the 21st August 1858, a Visitor Apostolic for the Indian Missions was appointed 
in the person of Mgr Clement Bonnand, Bishop of Drusipare and Vicar Apostolic of Pondi-
cherry who undertook an Apostolic Visitation of the Vicariates of India.85 In short, it can 
be said that the efforts of Bishop Hartmann and others bore fruit eventually: A permanent 
Apostolic Delegation for India was established in 1884; and a Hierarchy in India and Ceylon 
was established in 1886. 

9.2  Towards Legislation of an Indian  
Christian Marriage Act 

In the name of the Bishops of India, Hartmann undertook a delegation to the Viceroy of 
British India Lord Canning and obtained the marriage legislation in favour of the native 
Catholics.86 The Indian Legislative Council had been engaged since 1864 in framing new 
and comprehensive legislation with regard to the marriage laws for Europeans, Anglo-

82 Ibid. 364. 
83 Ibid. 365-366. 
84 Ibid. 366. 
85 Ibid. 370.

86 Jann, Anastasius Hartmann  
(fn 50), 367.
87 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 387.
88 Ibid. 388.
89 Ibid. 389.
90 Ibid. 390.
91 Ibid. 
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Indians aM natıve Christians. Ihis 11 Legislation Wa IO be embodied 1ın [WO Marrlage
Acts One Act (known Marrlage Act AÄAX of 1864 anı repeale by Act No of 1865)
ea chiefly with the mode anı time of solemnising marrlage of natıve Christians anı
or TIhe other Act, 1C became fınally known the Natıve C.onverts Marrlage

Dissolution Act 866-Act No X AI of 1866 -intended »IO Jegalise«, the preamble LO
the Act reads yunder certaın CıIrcumstances, the dissolution of marrlages of natıve
CONVerts LO Christianity, deserted repudiated, religious grounds, by their WIVeS

husbands« 87
everal clauses ın this LICW legislation WEIC incompatible with the doctrine and discipline

gf the atholıc Church marrlage. bor instance, only those who had received »ePISCO-
pal Oordination« WCEIC authorised by law IO solemnise marrlages. Anyone Ise eXCEPL I1Yy
Clergyman gf the Church gf cotllan C< had IO obtain icence TOom (0vernment IO
solemnise marrlages. TIhis WdS surely olur the prestige gf the atholıc ergYy and
ack gf confidence ın the authority f the Vicars Apostolic.”® Also, the Ole gf Part gf
the Act AAÄAV of 185 64, concerning the marrlage Of native Christians, WdS wholly unacceptable
TOom the atholıc poin gf VIEW, and or

More detrimental LO the atholıc WAS the propose legislation concerning the
Natıve C.onverts Marrlage Dissolution Act, 18566 In simple language, the Act stated that

natıve wife who had embraced the Christian religion, anı ın CONSEJUCNCE of hıs
her CON versionN had been deserted repudiated by his her partner for G1X contınu-
()LU15 months, MaYy SUIC the latter ın the High C.ourt district C.ourt (according LO the
respondent's residence within the Jurisdiction of the Court) for restTiLution of conjuga.
rights. TIhe Vicars Apostolic of the ou ın their Join representation LO (GGovernment,;
ointed QOQuT that if the Bill WAS Nowed, ıt Wou much rouble anı ANNOYVANCE LO
the Catholics ın British India ® JIhey summMed under f1ve diferent ea  S, the 1e€
objections LO the maın clauses of the Bill, that 18; ın the grea majorıty ofy the Bill
made the re-marrlage of CONVertTts entirely impossible; ıt WAS often useless: ıt threw
famıilies ınto disorder: ıt did posiıtıve injJustice LO the NECEW conVverts; anı 1T interfered with
the ar anı practices of Catholics ın direct violation of the solemn promise made by
Her MajJesty the Queen Fach charge WAS proved ın detail TIhe document wound by
statıng that al the INCONVeN1leNCES mentioned above wWonu be removed, if the Bill WT

mended LO make the re-marrı1age of atholıc CONVertTts egally valı whenever
they WT solemnised according LO the rules anı CUSTOMS of the atholıc Church.”% TIhe
conclusion 1S worth quoting:

We the Vicars Apostolic) pecial privilege. We only want LO have the SA\ALLIC

religious reedom that 1Ss ranted 18 the Mohammedans and (8 the Hindus. Na Civil sult,
COUrT decree 1Ss required for Mohammedans and Hindus 18 desert their partners ( (I11-

verted IO Christiani and LO agaln. So ask that LICW CONVerT IO Catholicism
INAY, In the S-\ALLIC WdYY, be lowed 08 LE-INALL y without Civil suı1t, without COUrT decree,

ALLY other interference TOom the Civil law.
The Vicars Apostolic gf Burma, India and Ceylon WI the sole eXception gf the Vıcar
Apostolic ofMadras;) turned unanimously IO Bishop Hartmann IO defend atholıc interests
before the legislators gf the and IThey knew, I!  y that he WdS PErSsoNa grata with
the (overnment. It WdS this flattering token gf confAidence TOom his colleagues, 1C ın
the spring f1565, made Bishop Hartmann 8 08 Calcutta (NOW ata), the headquarters
gf British India
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Indians and native Christians. This new Legislation was to be embodied in two Marriage 
Acts. One Act (known as Marriage Act XXV of 1864 and repealed by Act No. V of 1865) 
dealt chiefly with the mode and time of solemnising marriage of native Christians and 
so forth. The other Act, which became finally known as the Native Converts Marriage 
Dissolution Act 1866-Act No. XXI of 1866-intended »to legalise«, so the preamble to 
the Act reads »under certain circumstances, the dissolution of marriages of native 
converts to Christianity, deserted or repudiated, on religious grounds, by their wives 
or husbands«.87

Several clauses in this new legislation were incompatible with the doctrine and discipline 
of the Catholic Church on marriage. For instance, only those who had received »episco-
pal ordination« were authorised by law to solemnise marriages. Anyone else except »any 
Clergyman of the Church of Scotland « had to obtain a licence from Government to 
solemnise marriages. This was surely a slur on the prestige of the Catholic Clergy and a 
lack of confidence in the authority of the Vicars Apostolic.88 Also, the whole of Part V of 
the Act  XXV of 1864, concerning the marriage of native Christians, was wholly unacceptable 
from the Catholic point of view, and so forth.

More detrimental to the Catholic cause was the proposed legislation concerning the 
Native Converts Marriage Dissolution Act, 1866. In simple language, the Act stated that 
a native wife who had embraced the Christian religion, and in consequence of his or 
her conversion had been deserted or repudiated by his or her partner for six continu-
ous months, may sue the latter in the High Court or district Court (according to the 
respondent’s residence within the jurisdiction of the Court) for restitution of conjugal 
rights. The Vicars Apostolic of the South, in their joint representation to Government, 
pointed out that if the Bill was allowed, it would cause much trouble and annoyance to 
the Catholics in British India.89 They summed up, under five different heads, the chief 
objections to the main clauses of the Bill, that is, in the great majority of cases, the Bill 
made the re-marriage of converts entirely impossible; it was often useless; it threw 
families into disorder; it did positive injustice to the new converts; and it interfered with 
the faith and practices of Catholics in direct violation of the solemn promise made by 
Her Majesty the Queen. Each charge was proved in detail. The document wound up by 
stating that all the inconveniences mentioned above would be removed, if the Bill were 
amended so as to make the re-marriage of Catholic converts legally valid, whenever 
they were solemnised according to the rules and customs of the Catholic Church.90 The 
conclusion is worth quoting: 

We (the Vicars Apostolic) crave no special privilege. We only want to have the same 
religious freedom that is granted to the Mohammedans and to the Hindus. No civil suit, 
no court decree is required for Mohammedans and Hindus to desert their partners con-
verted to Christianity and to marry again. So we ask that a new convert to Catholicism 
may, in the same way, be allowed to re-marry without a civil suit, without a court decree, 
or any other interference from the civil law.91

The Vicars Apostolic of Burma, India and Ceylon (with the sole exception of the Vicar 
Apostolic of Madras) turned unanimously to Bishop Hartmann to defend Catholic interests 
before the legislators of the land. They knew, moreover, that he was a persona grata with 
the Government. It was this flattering token of confidence from his colleagues, which in 
the spring of 1865, made Bishop Hartmann go to Calcutta (now Kolkata), the headquarters 
of British India.
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TIhe preliminary abours of the Prelate consisted ın making himself au fait with the
sıtyuatıon. He Dut himself ın touch with the 1INOTE influential members of the Council,
offered his remarks the Bill for the Ke-marrlage of Natıve Converts, acquainted
himself with the STATEe of things, analyse the former deliberations of the Legislative
Council the subject, anı tudied the memorials an petiıtions, the number of1C
WAS legion, addressed by the cClergy of diferent religious denominations, anı 1C
continued LO POUTF ın ike flood In word, he did his ULmMOST LO gel ready for the time
when the Bill WOouL OILNC for final discussion before the Legislative ouncil.* At the
SAa tiıme, he hought OuT how best he COU assıst hıs confreres ın the priesthood by
obtaining exemption from the PFrOVIS1IONS of Act of 18565, 1C WeTEe ST1L considered
ob) ectionable.

At the beginning gf November 1565, Hartmann WdS agaln ın Calcutta for final AdisScus-
S1ONS the LICW Marrlage Bill In twenty-Aive-point memorial, ate the 23  rd November
1565, he SeT or 1EAdSOTIS ın efense of the atholıc legislation the Re-marrlage ofNatıve
(‚onverts. The gist argument he ressed ın upport fhis claims WdS that the Church
had ıts ()W] laws ın this regard. They WCIC stringent and binding CvVCLY Priest that ıt
WdSs impossible TO evade them » For ON$£ Catholics«, he stated, »there 1S division: their
doctrine and practice the ubject ALC uniform: they have f1xed ule forming part gf
(C‚anon Law, with regular Court, where CVCLYou M NI® 1s tried and ecided ın accord-
I0(0= with that law. The law itself IN time-tried OIl ıts operatıon CdS y and powerful;
(0vernment has VEr had the OCCAaSION IO complain about ıt. Ihe present Bill COU. hardly
be mended LO OTLLIC LO the Roman atholıc rule, neither WdS there ALLY egr that
this ule m1g be changed abandoned «”

He ointed OuUT that both the Church and the Indian (0vernment had the SALL1IC PUrDOSC
ın VIEW;: the only diftference WdS that they did NOT follow the SA\ALL1C procedure. He leaded
that the Natıve Converts’ Marrlages WCEIC TLLUOIE than sufhcient IO satisfy the (0vernment
and IO achieve the object gf their intended legislation.

This memuorial, together with three others WdSs SENT TO the Legislative Council. TIhe Report
Select Committee appointed by the (Jovernment the propose Bill WdS published

ın » Ihe (Jazette gf India«‚ the ”oth gf anuary 1566

poin 1C have meticulously considered IN the claim gf the Roman Catholics IO
be exempted TOom the Bill they have deputed Dr Hartmann, the Vıcar Apostolic gf
Patna, IO confer with the Legislative Department the ubject of the propose
legislation.
Äs ALC satished with the ex1istence gf such procedure, and felt compelled IO
attach weight LO the fact that the British (J0overnment ın reland and ın ıts colonial
dependencies has attempted LO interfere with Roman atholıc discipline the
ubject gf marrlage and divorce, have hought gf introducing section 1C 11
have the effect gf lacing the Roman atholıc ergYy and their CONVEerTs the SA\ALL1C

footing 1C they Wou have been if AÄAct XX gf 1564 and Act gf 18565 had NOT
been passed.”*

()n this OCCas1on, Dr. Hartmann ALl ın CONTaCcT with the highest personalities ın the
Legislative Council anı Wa Iso received, with marked distinction, by the (J0vernor-
General,; Lord John Lawrence. Hıs Excellency and SIr ec1 Beadon old Hıs ordship that
with regard IO marrlages, IO the atholıc Church had always observed the best rules, anı
assured him f their sympa
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The preliminary labours of the Prelate consisted in making himself au fait with the 
situation. He put himself in touch with the more influential members of the Council, 
offered his remarks on the Bill for the Re-marriage of Native Converts, acquainted 
himself with the state of things, analysed the former deliberations of the Legislative 
Council on the subject, and studied the memorials and petitions, the number of which 
was legion, addressed by the clergy of different religious denominations, and which 
continued to pour in like a flood. In a word, he did his utmost to get ready for the time 
when the Bill would come up for final discussion before the Legislative Council.92 At the 
same time, he thought out how best he could assist his confreres in the priesthood by 
obtaining exemption from the provisions of Act V of 1865, which were still considered 
objectionable.

At the beginning of November 1865, Hartmann was again in Calcutta for final discus-
sions on the new Marriage Bill. In a twenty-five-point memorial, dated the 23rd November 
1865, he set forth reasons in defense of the Catholic legislation on the Re-marriage of Native 
Converts. The gist of the argument he pressed in support of his claims was that the Church 
had its own laws in this regard. They were so stringent and binding on every Priest that it 
was impossible to evade them. »For among Catholics«, he stated, »there is no division; their 
doctrine and practice on the subject are uniform; they have a fixed rule forming part of 
Canon Law, with a regular Court, where every doubtful case is tried and decided in accord-
ance with that law. The law itself is a time-tried one, its operation easy and powerful; no 
Government has ever had the occasion to complain about it. The present Bill could hardly 
be amended so as to come up to the Roman Catholic rule, neither was there any fear that 
this rule might be changed or abandoned.«93 

He pointed out that both the Church and the Indian Government had the same purpose 
in view; the only difference was that they did not follow the same procedure. He pleaded 
that the Native Converts’ Marriages were more than sufficient to satisfy the Government 
and to achieve the object of their intended legislation.

This memorial, together with three others was sent to the Legislative Council. The Report 
of the Select Committee appointed by the Government on the proposed Bill was published 
in »The Gazette of India«, the 20th of January 1866:

A point which we have meticulously considered is the claim of the Roman Catholics to 
be exempted from the Bill …they have deputed Dr. Hartmann, the Vicar Apostolic of 
Patna, to confer with the Legislative Department on the subject of the proposed 
legislation.
As we are satisfied with the existence of such a procedure, and as we felt compelled to 
attach weight to the fact that the British Government in Ireland and in its colonial 
dependencies has never attempted to interfere with Roman Catholic discipline on the 
subject of marriage and divorce, we have thought of introducing a section which will 
have the effect of placing the Roman Catholic Clergy and their converts on the same 
footing on which they would have been if Act XXV of 1864 and Act V of 1865 had not 
been passed.94 

On this occasion, Dr. Hartmann came in contact with the highest personalities in the 
Legislative Council and was also received, with marked distinction, by the Governor- 
General, Lord John Lawrence. His Excellency and Sir  Cecil Beadon told His Lordship that 
with regard to marriages, to the Catholic Church had always observed the best rules, and 
assured him of their sympathy.
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The upshot gf Bishop Hartmann’'s negotlations with the (GJ0overnment WdS that al ]
objectionable clauses ST1 IO be oun ın the Marrlage Act gf 18565 WCEIC withdrawn, and his
fıght for the exemption gf Catholics TOom the PFrOVIS1ONS gf the Natıve (.‚onverts Marrlage
Dissolution Act, 18566 WdS unqualified Success ”>

However, there WdS ST1 something ın the Marrlage Act gf 18565 1C OTNere the
Vicars Apostolic, though they cshowed themselves ready IO by ıt Section 5 Act,;

ıt stood, mplied that quarterly reiurns gf marrlages entered ınto by natıve Christians
WCEIC IO be submitted IO the (J0vernment.

Bishop Hartmann aild STFESS [WO polints: the quarterly reiurns gf natıve Christians
marrlages WCIC NOT CdS y maftter IO be complie with Ihe (GJ0overnment expected the
refurns LO be submitted ın English. 1le nearly a ll the originals entries WEIC ın Latın

ın SOTILIE gf the natıve languages, MOST gf the prlests ın charge gf natıve congregations
WCEIC NOT CONVersan(t with English and they needed CIer LO help them for the translation.
It WdS but fair, and here AL the Bishop's second poin gf contention, that adequate
cCompensatıon chould be gıven for this work

The insıstence this last poin made the (J0vernment change ıts mind In ofhcial
cOoMMUNICATION f the ”71ST May 1566, ead that »the transmıssıon IO the Local
(10vernment Marrlage Returns of the Natıve Roman atholıc Christians« 1Ss longer
required.”® Bishop Hartmann had scored yel another Victory VEr the Government, but he
WdS TLLUOIE ın the and gf the living LO reJO1CceE VEr this appY 11CWS

Ihe glad tiding of such appY results eached the good Bishop three weeks before his€
AN formed (HIE £those ast JOVS that his nO heart, 1C WAdS „ 070)]81 IO beating. Ihe
Vicars Apostolic ANı the atholıc Indian hastened IO offer him, ın the TIALLIE of millions of
atholics, their armest thanks for the emı1ınent SErVICE he had rendered IO the Church this
ımportan OCCASION. Ihe fruits 15 intelligent abours 411 enjoyed by athol1ıc India todayı  I7

Contribution Christian Liıterature

Another significant contribution gf Bishop Hartmann WdS translating ın 185064, the New
Testament ınto Hindustani and publication gf INALLY catechetical and liturgical [818) ın
Hindustani and rdu for USC ın North India The New Testament entitled, Naya Adhnama
Hamare Khudawand YIST Masıh (see Appendix-1A, 1B)) WAdS rinted ın Roman Scr1pt with
key attached for reading Hindustani ın Roman Scr1pt. It turned OuT LO be standard work
for COrrectIness and preclsion. In 1552, he had published Catechism ın Hindi, wriıitten ın
Latın Scr1pt for mi1ss1onarles, another ın Persian character and Irı ın Devanagarı Scr1pt
for Christians gf Northern India The book entitled, Rozina Amal, WdS rinted AI Sardana,

apuchin centre 11ICAL Meerut, north of Delhi ”® The S-\ALL1C WdS rinted ın rdu Persian
Scr1pt 15 later. Hartmann had written [818)} and articles ın Latin, English, Urdu,
Hindustani, Perslilan, etc. Rozina Amal (see Appendix-2A, 2B) WdS revised and rinted ın
Hindi later Hindustani IN TLLUOIE used ın North India

bid. 292 | have COPRY a HIS w | esta-
bid. 394 men printed n 1864) and the WrayCr
bid. 295 PO0K (Rozina MO n oman SCrNpPtL.

J5 bıd. 396 artmann mad vrıtlten 18781 and artı
Did. 397. cles n Latın, English, Urdu, Hindustanı
Jalfel Persian, ATicC SCHNE a the WrayCr O0OKS

alz COomMpOosed Mave hHeen evIsend and
rinteqd n In A S Hindustanı IS
MNOr SEn n Nortn 1a
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The upshot of Bishop Hartmann’s negotiations with the Government was that all 
objectionable clauses still to be found in the Marriage Act of 1865 were withdrawn, and his 
fight for the exemption of Catholics from the provisions of the Native Converts Marriage 
Dissolution Act, 1866 was an unqualified success.95

However, there was still something in the Marriage Act V of 1865 which bothered the 
Vicars Apostolic, though they showed themselves ready to abide by it. Section 32 of the Act, 
as it stood, implied that quarterly returns of marriages entered into by native Christians 
were to be submitted to the Government.

Bishop Hartmann laid stress on two points: the quarterly returns of native Christians 
marriages were not an easy matter to be complied with. The Government expected the 
returns to be submitted in English. While nearly all the originals entries were in Latin 
or in some of the native languages, most of the priests in charge of native congregations 
were not conversant with English and they needed a clerk to help them for the translation. 
It was but fair, and here came the Bishop’s second point of contention, that an adequate 
compensation should be given for this work. 

The insistence on this last point made the Government change its mind. In an official 
communication of the 21st May 1866, we read that »the transmission to the Local 
Government of the Marriage Returns of the Native Roman Catholic Christians« is no longer 
required.96 Bishop Hartmann had scored yet another victory over the Government, but he 
was no more in the land of the living to rejoice over this happy news. 

The glad tiding of such happy results reached the good Bishop three weeks before his death 
and formed one of those last joys that filled his noble heart, which was soon to cease beating. The 
Vicars Apostolic and the Catholic Indian press hastened to offer him, in the name of millions of 
Catholics, their warmest thanks for the eminent service he had rendered to the Church on this 
important occasion. The fruits of his intelligent labours are still enjoyed by Catholic India today.97

9.3   Contribution to Christian Literature

Another significant contribution of Bishop Hartmann was translating in 1864, the New 
Testament into Hindustani and publication of many catechetical and liturgical books in 
Hindustani and Urdu for use in North India. The New Testament entitled, Naya Adhnama 
Hamare Khudawand Yisu Masih (see Appendix-1A, 1B), was printed in Roman script with a 
key attached for reading Hindustani in Roman script. It turned out to be a standard work 
for correctness and precision. In 1852, he had published a Catechism in Hindi, written in 
Latin script for missionaries, another in Persian character and a third in Devanagari script 
for Christians of Northern India. The book entitled, Rozina Amal, was printed at Sardana, 
a Capuchin centre near Meerut, north of Delhi.98 The same was printed in Urdu or Persian 
script 15 years later. Hartmann had written books and articles in Latin, English, Urdu, 
Hindustani, Persian, etc. Rozina Amal (see Appendix-2A, 2B) was revised and printed in 
Hindi later on as Hindustani is no more used in North India. 

92 Ibid. 392. 
93 Ibid. 394. 
94 Ibid. 395. 
95 Ibid. 396. 
96 Ibid. 397. 
97 Ibid. 

98 I have a copy of his New Testa-
ment (printed in 1864) and the prayer 
book (Rozina Amal) in Roman script. 
Hartmann had written books and arti-
cles in Latin, English, Urdu, Hindustani, 
Persian, etc. Some of the prayer books 
he composed have been revised and 
printed in Hindi as Hindustani is no 
more used in North India.
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DappendixX-1B
Hartmann s ö4  ff 3  x  _ew lestament-
Praelatio

RAKKATI:
E A E D A ES 73

IO v

ın -  urdu translatum, UXNC prima.> 1Ce in.luecem prodıt ; et quıdem typısromanıs, partım PTro ma)orı Missıonariorum commodıtate, partım quı1averosımıle est, ‚ypum LTOMAaNUInN altı gubernn deecreto typıs persic1sdevanagarı Aactıs brevı substitutum 171. Nıhillominus 1NEeNS est, alıam
Aujus vers1on1ıs edıtiıonem ın devanagarı tvpıs adornare.,

Vers1o 1n +7dadu erı haud potult, quıin plura MIiNUS domestica
cabula pers1ica et arabıca subintrarent, quia 1ın vulgarı loquela COTTEeS.-
pondentem expressionem ON habent, aul quıia I1O0.  s decebat quasdamcdieti0nes SaC1'2S vulg vocabulıs reddere, praeprimı1s G1 hae paganısmumsaplant, ant dundaxat; S1C dieti provınclalismı sint. Tandem vocabula,
technyca, ab interpretibus generalıter recepta, omnıno retınere CO -
venıebat. Interea ın haec versiıone vocabula arabıca et pergica minor1,
QUAL ın mMnı 3a vers1ıone, NUINETO OCCUrrunt%.

Idıoma urdu dıctfum NO.:  - solum ın Hindostän proprıo0 vulen hınguamlıcet plus inusve Corruptam constitut, sed vastıssımas ndıarum
reg10nes pervadıt, ıta u% lıngua Iranca 1e1 poterıt ; CuJus ultura
et, extens10 ah alto gyubern10 Omnı modo promovetur. Kelıg1onısplarımum interest, ut inter Chrıstianos indıgenas hoe 1ıdıoma
econserveftfur e sedulo colatur. quia hı 1O. mınus Q Ua 1ps1 Miıss10-
NAarıl frequenter ah 11a  _ provıncla In alteram transeunt ; nde 1s1ı rdu
pul'um calleant, alıbıa NEeC Miıssıonarı. mınısteriıum 1111111 Sacı u12 CXCT -
CEIE, DecC iideles Relıg10nis beneficla, prou: par est, percıpere poterunt,

Ecclesi\aev spiritus deimde-hoe abet, ut pro usuı populumıdıoma retineat, nde devotionis lıbros, preeprimıs 5. Seripturam
heet In vulgarı lıngua, NOn tamen ın vulgı dıalecto, tradıt. 1dem C1rca,
verbı Deı predicationem vale‘ Inde fit, ut populus et1am incultus,
preter peculıarem dıalectum, DLO usu SACTO lınguam natıram PU-
T:} intellıgyat, hıcet CI loquı nesc1at.

uJjus edıt1on1ıs iıntentio haud fult, ecommentarıum 1n Novum Testa.
mentum dare, sed dundaxat quosdam SaCros textus adnotatiıonıbus
ıllustrare, quı a heretieıs In praVvum SCHSUuUm detorquentur, ant quı
contra ıllos erl atholıcam clarıus exhibentf

Dat, RS brıs, 1864
{“>

Ur HARTMANN,S Eniscopus Derbensıs,
*S  ;  E M148820N18 PatnanaeDATNAa 1O0CKSE f !

VIcarıus Anostolıcus.W>N
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Appendix-1B  
Hartmann’s  
New Testament- 
Praefatio



Hero1c Church Leadership ıIn India 239

T a {

)Ld.2
{ u )  Yll  | .8 J.’ )‘° g AAaa ]

ATHeroic Church Leadership in India  239  (  C  G A  A  M  Y  )W  A9El ANATA AT  —. {} C  D  iil  |  £ é‚)d L'3‘%‘° ._}"’5;°"M' ,K».Q.  Y  z  fäan  el E f s E yl kag  —  D  ‘  üa &1  D  Ula 4 m9 d £.f1“  DE  marnr ereHA RR ünr  e - uZi M fa k aa ara  l£ U(% \33  j|;  |  gar $ za al auu'mif’  D _.«‚}'..;‚ é? ( E g);  ]  E  A Mlg L yye 3R Ka i a  D  7T äIUT  %  al  G  .  (3  mnı & ar RIO TRTAEN E IA  j  |  aal w Ea E E  &iDy }.„ ;  {  D  )  ql  }  E VNIPF B  ga 9638 Swg  Vn y rl  a  e —A  d  —;  Appendix-2A  NAYA ’AHD-NAMA  Bishop Hartmann’s  Catechism in Urdu,  Urdu script  Appendix-2B  ‚  flm;i_ne»1(iiündwnun YISD MASiH  Hartman’s  d  @  KA  “  Catechism book  in Hindustani  S  F  (Devnagari script)  „g JIS KX TARJUMA YUNANI ZUBAN SE LATINI VULGATX KE  R_ li\’l{[\ DAR-ANAS TA'SIÜS HARTMANN DARBE KE IPISQUF AUR  PATNA KI MISSION KE RASULY NAIB NE KIYA.  ——  zr E T  PUBLISHED ’FOR THE EDITOR AT  N  PATNA:  1864,  Apendix-1A  Hartmann’s  NT-Hamare Khudaw  and Yisu Masih„ kNı y 9} Ka — B e\
fü= &Af U}  Arf u )h Oa SA z (3

N E EERZAR Zr 5 üfügarg
W - UZ X ua S Tg Au

] U(a. 43 ll  Y  F
{ AT n UMET d»  a waA } e) y] AI JA 3020 ).Y 372 { HT 1077 ‚1{> Ax4 A MR yaFAl 199 }f  | HIA E OE n AL mia H z1ul NS

{ A
! ASF Eiuw

QE3Z SWglA

ppendix-2A
’AHD-NAMA BisShop Hartmann''s

Catechiısm n Urdu,
Urdu scrnpt

ppendix-2imr)mriam(iiündwmn YISU? L Hartman'’'s
Catechiısm HOOk
In Hındustani
(Devnagarı scrnpt)

JIS ARJUMA 3UNANI \N S } VULGATA KE

m>|:;\ DAR- ANA TA  IUS HARTM. DA RE 1< ]4  D 1PISQUEFE AURN

VA'TN. KT MISSION KL RASULT NA1IDB

l D n

E

V”UBLISHED YFor TH E  {C .  TOR

DPATNA

1564

Apendix-1
Hartmann s
I-Hamare Khudaw
and YISU asıi

Seite 239

239Heroic Church Leadership in India 

Apendix-1A  
Hartmann’s  
NT-Hamare Khudaw 
and Yisu Masih

Appendix-2A  
Bishop Hartmann’s  
Catechism in Urdu,  
Urdu script 

Appendix-2B  
Hartman’s  
Catechism book  
in Hindustani  
(Devnagari script)



240 Jose alapura 5}

Hartmann’s Spirituality

Prayer for Hartmann, WAS the natural breath of his spırıt, the malnstay of his moral
resistance. He led fervent life, ife gf r1gour. He overworked himself, and rested.
He nearly lost (I11!  ar CyC 1le compiling his Directory for the MI1ISSIONS.

( In his WdY LO India, when he disembarked AI Alexandria, he resolved, » Ihis and has
been sanctihed by the f Jesus, Mary and Joseph and by the [818) gf countless
martyrs. Äs long STay ın Egypt, l asSTeE nothing but rea| and water «7 In
spıte gf the tropical climate, he WdS lothed ın the heavy ( OALSC gf IN er. He slep

the deck, washed the plates. Later VE Bishop he ften slep the bare ground, IO
ACcCCUSTOM himself for his apostolic abours

Another aspect f his spirituality WdS his umility. He did NOT isdain IO ASSIStT coolies
ın extricating art TOom the mud, LO Pass FODE VEr his choulders and IO LOW his barque
along with the boatmen. He WdS SCCIN, sSleeves tucked trowel ın hand uilding altar
ın POOF church

When he WdS appointed Assıstant IO the Pontifical Ihrone, he wrotle, » ] . yOUE
FEminence INy entirely lacking ın nowledge, prudence, fortitude and apostolic 7eal1.

far TOom einNg ndowed with those qualities that characterize good Bishop.« 00 He
WdSs ispose: (8 leave Bombay AI moment's notice. He suggested IO his superlo0rs (8 recall
him LO the monastery and IO replace him with br Jgnatius Persico, his former SecreTtarYy.

Hartmann did NOT [[U  — AWAdY TOom troubles and sufferings: rather he Went forward IO
aCE them with the COULASC gf martyr. He WdS 111A111 gf enduring mental stamına with
dignity and authority enhancing them with affability and gentleness. Hıs moral COULASC
equaled his physica. endurance, but his spiritual strength surpassed them all Hıs Ole ife

101WdS continual suffering, »Passlon« ndured with unparalleled COULASC and fortitude.
In 1547, /O-YCaL old lady had made her l bequeathing IO the atholıc MIsSsSION f

Patna (IIIE erbungalows. Since the Cler. atholic, had changed ıt IO his ()W! advantage,
awsuit Ollowe: the unscrupulous 1T11A1 charged the Bishop gf having exerted

the lady and O  aving threatened IO refuse her last Sacraments and ecclesiastical burial
if che did NOT leave him the Uungalow. The Bishop WdS convicted, pronounced gul gf
TAauU: and S1MONY, fined Rs.8000/ for defamation and A1S LO Pay a ll ega. It
turned nearly al ] the Catholics agalnst him, but the High C.ourt eclare him innocent.

Justice ursued the They finally fell AI his feet Christmas day 1549 asking
pardon, 1C WdS graciously granted 102

Like Irue (}  — gf St. Francıs gf ÄAssisl,; Hartmann WdS greg lover gf ‚ lady OVerTYy«.
Fven fter his elevation IO the Episcopal dignity, he always remained simple apuchin
and scrupulously observed his religious VOWS In fact, he 1ve vC POOF ife and thus
SeT good xample for his fellow workers ın the MI1IsSsS1ON Held (In (I11!  ar OCcCcasıon he took
helter ın OVeEe ın Oorder LO odge the POOF orphans ın his episcopal residence. ctually

AMPRA/PUTHENKALAM,
Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 255.
100 DId. 251
101 DId. 247
102 Jalfe)l 24)1.
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10   Hartmann’s Spirituality 

Prayer for Hartmann, was the natural breath of his spirit, the mainstay of his moral 
resistance. He led a fervent life, a life of rigour. He overworked himself, and never rested. 
He nearly lost one eye while compiling his Directory for the missions. 

On his way to India, when he disembarked at Alexandria, he resolved, »This land has 
been sanctified by the presence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and by the blood of countless 
martyrs. As long as I shall stay in Egypt, I will taste nothing but bread and water.«  99 In 
spite of the tropical climate, he was clothed in the heavy coarse habit of is Order. He slept 
on the deck, washed the plates. Later even as Bishop he often slept on the bare ground, to 
accustom himself for his apostolic labours. 

Another aspect of his spirituality was his humility. He did not disdain to assist coolies 
in extricating a cart from the mud, to pass a rope over his shoulders and to tow his barque 
along with the boatmen. He was seen, sleeves tucked up, trowel in hand building an altar 
in a poor church. 

When he was appointed Assistant to the Pontifical Throne, he wrote, »I am, as your 
Eminence is aware, entirely lacking in knowledge, prudence, fortitude and apostolic zeal. 
I am far from being endowed with those qualities that characterize a good Bishop.«  100 He 
was disposed to leave Bombay at a moment’s notice. He suggested to his superiors to recall 
him to the monastery and to replace him with Fr. Ignatius Persico, his former secretary. 

Hartmann did not run away from troubles and sufferings: rather he went forward to 
face them with the courage of a martyr. He was a man of enduring mental stamina with 
dignity and authority enhancing them with affability and gentleness. His moral courage 
equaled his physical endurance, but his spiritual strength surpassed them all. His whole life 
was a continual suffering, a »passion« endured with unparalleled courage and fortitude.101

In 1847, a 70-year old lady had made her will bequeathing to the Catholic mission of 
Patna one of her bungalows. Since the clerk, a Catholic, had changed it to his own advantage, 
a lawsuit followed: the unscrupulous man charged the Bishop of having exerted pressure 
on the lady and of having threatened to refuse her last Sacraments and ecclesiastical burial 
if she did not leave him the bungalow. The Bishop was convicted, pronounced guilty of 
fraud and simony, fined Rs.8000  / for defamation and asked to pay all legal expenses. It 
turned nearly all the Catholics against him, but the High Court declared him innocent. 
God’s justice pursued the accusers. They finally fell at his feet on Christmas day 1849 asking 
pardon, which was graciously granted.102 

Like a true son of St. Francis of Assisi, Hartmann was a great lover of ›lady poverty‹. 
Even after his elevation to the Episcopal dignity, he always remained a simple Capuchin 
and scrupulously observed his religious vows. In fact, he lived a very poor life and thus 
set a good example for his fellow workers in the mission field. On one occasion he took 
shelter in a hovel in order to lodge the poor orphans in his episcopal residence. Actually 

99 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 255. 
100 Ibid. 251. 
101 Ibid. 247. 
102 Ibid. 241.
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when he died, he had nothing worth ın his OT1 eXCEPL few holy plctures and objects gf
devotion 19° Hartmann considered voluntary poverTty (I11 best gf achieving

104perfection. In priıvate and public, he practiced ıt and exhorted CVELYOLLE LO do the S-\ALLIC

Äs far possible he admıinistered personally the temporal affairs gf his MI1ISSION. When
en overlook him a ll gf sudden, the [818)} and records WCIC oun IO be ın erfect
order 19> (Ince ın Bombay he VEn sold his horse IO cettle old debt Ihrough his parsımonYy
and with the modest help received TOom Propaganda Fide, he WdS able LO establish INALLY

106chools and orphanages andul number f churches and chapels.

Conclusion

In the history gf the Church ın India ın modern times the commanding gure gf Bishop
AÄAnastasıus Hartmann stands OuT because gf his heroic abours under the MOST tryıng
Cıircumstances, because f the influence he exercised for the development Church ın
Northern India and arther a  € because gf his energetic efence gf atholıc rights, and

107because gf his personal holiness.
O0ug. living ın mid-19°” Century, he envisioned grea collaboration and concoard ONS

ecclesiastical authorities and pas{tors. Hartmann uıffered grea harm due TO the ack ofunıty
and understanding. » As long there have been bishops ın India, he wrotle, (I11 has
uffered INALLY and such greq calumnie haveHeroic Church Leadership in India  241  when he died, he had nothing worth in his room except a few holy pictures and objects of  devotion.'°® Hartmann considered voluntary poverty as one of the best means of achieving  104  perfection. In private and public, he practiced it and exhorted everyone to do the same.  As far as possible he administered personally the temporal affairs of his mission. When  death overlook him all of a sudden, the books and records were found to be in perfect  order.'® Once in Bombay he even sold his horse to settle an old debt. Through his parsimony  and with the modest help received from Propaganda Fide, he was able to establish many  106  schools and orphanages and build a number of churches and chapels.  11  Conclusion  In the history of the Church in India in modern times the commanding figure of Bishop  Anastasius Hartmann stands out because of his heroic labours under the most trying  circumstances, because of the influence he exercised for the development of the Church in  Northern India and farther afıeld, because of his energetic defence of Catholic rights, and  107  because of his personal holiness.  Though living in mid-19" century, he envisioned great collaboration and concord among  ecclesiastical authorities and pastors. Hartmann suffered great harm due to the lack of unity  and understanding. »As long as there have been bishops in India, he wrote, no one has  suffered so many and such great calumnies as I have ... and the harm done to the Church  is very great ... «!° In his own way he tried to remove the national prejudices and jealousy  that were existing among the Vicars Apostolic, mostly European, and bring about unity  and concord among them.  Bishop Hartmann was a man of mighty vision, far ahead of his times.!®® He was never  animated by parochialism; his heart went out to all Christian countries with the same mis-  sionary spirit. His outlook, his attitude was always universal, catholic. He fought might and  main for the rights of the Catholic Church against the then British colonial Government  which was far from sympathetic, nay even hostile to the community. Again, like a valiant  defender of faith and intrepid crusader he spoke against the abuses of >double jurisdiction«  of the Padroado.!!9  The difficulties and conflicts he faced and the initiatives he took for the cause of souls  and love for the Church would be enough to make him an outstanding figure in the annals  of Catholic Missions.!!!  Today, Bishop Hartmann is venerated as a »Servant of God«, a stage on the way to  sainthood. Even after 150 years of his death, his indefatigable zeal and undaunted courage  continue to inspire many missionaries. In the rich tapestry of the history of the Catholic  Church in India, the life and work, the sufferings and sacrifices, the achievements and  triumphs of the Servant of God, Bishop Hartmann, stand out.  +  103 VANNINI, Bishop Hartmann  108 Clementinus A.VLISSINGEN,  110 VANNINI, Bishop Hartmann  {FN 1), 428.  OFM.Cap., Letterae Circulares. De Mis  {FN1), 7  111  104 JANN, Monumenta Anasta-  sionali opera Ordinis nostri augenda,  MAMPRA/PUTHENKALAM),  siana (FN 19), Vol. I1l, 850.  in: Analecta OFM.Cap. 82 (1966) 212.  Sanctity in India (FN 4), 252.  105 VANNINI, Bishop Hartmann  109 For another biography of  {FN 1), 49.  Hartmann, see Anthony Mary GACHET.  106 MAMPRA/PUTHENKALAM,  OFM. Cap.,The life of the  Sanctity in India (FN 4), 254.  Rt. Rev. Dr. A. Hartmann, 0.C. Bishop  107 VANNINI, Bishop Hartmann  of Derbe, Prelate Assistant to the  {FN1),9.  Pontifical Throne, Vicar Apostolic of  Patna, Calcutta 1868.and the harm done IO the Church
IN vC greg &«  108 In his ()W] WdY he tried LO TEILNOVE the national prejudices and jealousy
that WCIC existingI the Vicars Apostolic, mostly European, and Nng about un1ty
and concardIthem

Bishop Hartmann WdS 111A111 gf mighty VIS1ON, far e39| gf his times. 109 He WdS

animated by parochialism; his heart went OuT IO a ll Christian countries with the SA\ALL1C M1S-
slonary Sspirıt. Hıs outlook, his attitude WdS always universal, cathalic. He fought mM1g and
maın for the rights gf the atholıc Church agalnst the then British colonial (0vernment
1C WdS far TOom sympathetic, d y VE hostile LO the COMMUNLTY. Agaln, ike valiant
eiender f faith and intrepid crusader he spoke agalnst the abuses f double jurisdiction«
gf the Padroado *9

The difhculties and conflicts he 1aCE: and the inıtlatıves he took for the gf souls
and love for the Church Wou be enough IO make him outstanding gure ın the annals
of Catholic Missions !M

0d4Y, Bishop Hartmann IN venerated » Servant gf God«‚ stage the WdY IO
sainthood. Fven fter 150 gf his ea his indefatigable 7e9] and undaunted COULASC
continue LO inspıre INALLY MI1sSsSIONAFrIeES. In the üch apesi{ry gf the history gf the atholıc
Church ın India, the ife and work, the sufferings and sacrifices, the achievements and
triumphs gf the Servant gf God, Bishop Hartmann, stand OuT. d  N

103 VANNINI, BISNOp artmann i{  © Clemen MNUS Ä.  !  !  4 110 VANNINI, BISNOp artmann
(FN 1), 428. OFM.Cap., | © Circulares. DE MG FN 1),7.

111104 JAN Maonumenta nasta- Jonalı Ordınis mostrI augenda, MAMPRA/PUTHENKALAM,
SIana (FN 19)}, Vol T, 650. n Analercta OFM.Cap. S 1966) 212 Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 252
105 VANNINI, BISNOp artmann 109 FÖr ano mer Dlography a
(FN 1}, 49. artmann, Sao Anthony Mary ACH
106 AMPRA/PUTHENKALAM, OFM Cap., The lfe a the
Sanctity n 1a (FN A} 25  IS KT Ka r.A.Hartmann, Bishop
107 VANNINI, BISNOp artmann a Derbe, Pro ale Assıstant the
(FN 1}9 Pontifical Throne, Vicar Apostollc a

'atna, Calcut 18658
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when he died, he had nothing worth in his room except a few holy pictures and objects of 
devotion.103 Hartmann considered voluntary poverty as one of the best means of achieving 
perfection. In private and public, he practiced it and exhorted everyone to do the same.104

As far as possible he administered personally the temporal affairs of his mission. When 
death overlook him all of a sudden, the books and records were found to be in perfect 
order.105 Once in Bombay he even sold his horse to settle an old debt. Through his parsimony 
and with the modest help received from Propaganda Fide, he was able to establish many 
schools and orphanages and build a number of churches and chapels.106 

11   Conclusion

In the history of the Church in India in modern times the commanding figure of Bishop 
Anastasius Hartmann stands out because of his heroic labours under the most trying 
circumstances, because of the influence he exercised for the development of the Church in 
Northern India and farther afield, because of his energetic defence of Catholic rights, and 
because of his personal holiness.107 

Though living in mid-19th century, he envisioned great collaboration and concord among 
ecclesiastical authorities and pastors. Hartmann suffered great harm due to the lack of unity 
and understanding. »As long as there have been bishops in India, he wrote, no one has 
suffered so many and such great calumnies as I have … and the harm done to the Church 
is very great …«  108 In his own way he tried to remove the national prejudices and jealousy 
that were existing among the Vicars Apostolic, mostly European, and bring about unity 
and concord among them.

Bishop Hartmann was a man of mighty vision, far ahead of his times.109 He was never 
animated by parochialism; his heart went out to all Christian countries with the same mis-
sionary spirit. His outlook, his attitude was always universal, catholic. He fought might and 
main for the rights of the Catholic Church against the then British colonial Government 
which was far from sympathetic, nay even hostile to the community. Again, like a valiant 
defender of faith and intrepid crusader he spoke against the abuses of ›double jurisdiction‹ 
of the Padroado.110 

The difficulties and conflicts he faced and the initiatives he took for the cause of souls 
and love for the Church would be enough to make him an outstanding figure in the annals 
of Catholic Missions.111 

Today, Bishop Hartmann is venerated as a »Servant of God«, a stage on the way to 
sainthood. Even after 150 years of his death, his indefatigable zeal and undaunted courage 
continue to inspire many missionaries. In the rich tapestry of the history of the Catholic 
Church in India, the life and work, the sufferings and sacrifices, the achievements and 
triumphs of the Servant of God, Bishop Hartmann, stand out. A

103 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 428.
104 Jann, Monumenta Anasta - 
siana (fn 19), Vol. III, 850.
105 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 49. 
106 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
Sanctity in India (fn 4), 254. 
107 VannInI, Bishop Hartmann  
(fn 1), 9. 

108 Clementinus A. VLIssIngen, 
ofm. Cap., Letterae Circulares. De Mis-
sionali opera Ordinis nostri augenda, 
in: Analecta ofm. Cap. 82 (1966) 212.
109 For another biography of 
Hartmann, see Anthony Mary Gachet, 
ofm. Cap., The life of the 
Rt. Rev. Dr.  A. Hartmann, o.c. Bishop 
of Derbe, Prelate Assistant to the 
Pontifical Throne, Vicar Apostolic of 
Patna, Calcutta 1868.
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111 Mampra / PuthenkaLam, 
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